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READER. 


REFACES, methinks, arc 
ſo much like the Printed 
Bills paſted upon the Booths 
in Bartholomew - Fair, to 
give an Account of the Entertain- 
ment you are to expect within ; that, 
were it not in pure compliancg to 
Cuſtom, one would forſwear writ- 
ing any. But the World is Humo- 
rous, and muſt be ſerved according 
to its own Faſhion. Every Thing's 
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damn'd that is not a-/a-mode. And 
he that publiſhes a Book, without 
civilly accoſting the Reader at the 
Beginning, is thought to intrench 
upon good Manners, 
To prevent all theſe Inconveni- 
ences, tis thought fit onde more to 
lay a Word or Two, not in praiſe 
of this Volume of Letters, (cen let 
it take its Fortune as the other Four 
have done) but by Way of Apolagy 
for ſome Things which may ſeem li- 
able to Cenſure. 

Some perhaps will be offended at 
the Zeal which appears in this Ara- 
bian, when he writes in Honour of 


the Mahometan Faith. Others will 


as much wonder at his Looſe- 
neſs and Indifference, his Doubtful- 
neſs of all Things: For in ſome of 
his Letters he appears a great Scep- 
zick, and confeſſes himſelf ſo. 

Theſe Gentlemen ought to conſi- 
der, that his Style and Sentiments | 
are ſuited to the Quality of the Per- 
ſon to whom he writes. To his in- 

timate 
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timate' Friends he unboſoms him- 
ſelf with abundance of Frankneſs: 
But when he addrefles to the Mufti, 
or other Grandees of the Porte, he 
is Cautious and Reſerv'd. 

It may be ſuppos'd that he under- 
ſtood himſelf very well, or elſe he 
was not fit for that Employment in 
Paris. And without doubt, having 
had his Education in the Serag/zo, 
as he profeſſes, he was no Stranger 
to the Pund7ilio's of Addreſs uſed in 
the Turkiſh Court, It was his Po- 
licy and Intereſt to appear a very 
devout Mahometan, when he wrote 
to the Mini/ters of State: And tis 
poſſible he was ſo in reality, or at 
leaſt perſuaded himſelf fo at certain 
Seaſons, And yet this hinders not, 
but he might at other Times take 
the Liherty to deſcant on ſome Ab- 
ſurdities in their DoFrines and 
Practice, when he wrote to his Fa- 
miliars, and was minded to converſe 


with Freedom. 
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If in ſome Points he ſeems to 
give Credit to the Arabian Writers, 
who have treated of Egypt and its 
Antiquity; in others, he ſhews him- 
telf a Man not oyer-fond of Fables 
and Romances. 

However, let his Opinions be what 
they will, and his Sentiments never 
10 extravagant in Matters of Spe- 
culation and Controverſy, ſo long as 
his Morals are found and good, there's 
no Occaſion to be captions We 
need not fear that any Chriſtian, or 
any Man of Senſe will be proſelyted 
by his Letters, to a Neligion which 
he himſelf, tho' proſeſſing it, yet ſo 
often doubts of, and ridicules, 

He ſpeaks very honourably of 
CHRIST, and impartially of Chri- 
fttans, accuſing their Vices rather 
than their Doctrines, and appearing 
all along a moderate Man in his Sen- 
timents of RNeligion, and a Friend to 
Virtue and Reaſon. If he diſcovers 
tome Failings, in being too melan- 
choly ; conſider, that he was es 
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like other Men. However, Reader, 
admire his untainted Loyalty, and. 
imitate it. 

You will find in this Volume true 
Hiſtory, with Variety of ſolid Re- 
marks; and not a few Secrets of 
Cardinal Magarini and Oliver Crom- 
well uncabinetted: Particularly, that 
famous Intrigue carried on by Colo- 
nel Hpintelet and his Confederates, 
to fave Oſtend from being ſurprized 
by the French in the Year 1658, and 
to bubble two of the ableſt Srazef- 
men in Europe. 

After all, aſſure thy ſelf, that the 
next Yolume will contain more [llu- 
ſtrious Relations than any that has 
gone before : Where you will hear 
of an End put to the War between 
France and Spain, after it had laſted 
Five and twenty Years ; and the 
Marriage of Lewis XIV. with the 
Spaniſh Infanta; as alſo of an uni- 
verſal Peace in Chriſtendom: The 
Reſtoration of Charles the Second 
to his Crown and Kingdoms, aſter 
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twelve years Exile in Foreign Coun- 
tries, and twelve ſeveral Revolutions 
of Government here at Home. With 
many other memorable and impor- 
tant Events and Tranſactions in the 
World: As the dreadful Earthquake 
which overturned Part of the Py- 
renean Mountains; the more de- 
ſtructive Plague which ſwept away 
almoſt a Hundred thouſand People 
in London, and the deplorable Fire 
which conſumed the greateſt Part 
of that famous City, in the Space of 
three Days. : 

You will there alſo find an Ac- 
count of the Death of that great 


_ Miniſter of State, Cardinal Magari- 


ni: Of the Duke of Orleance, Un- 
cle to the French King: Of the 
Ducheſs of Savoy: Of Carolus Jo- 


ſephus, the Emperor's Brother : Of 


the Duke of Vendoſine Of the 
Queen-mother of France, and of 
Philip IV. King of Spain, with o- 


ther Perſons of princely Quality. 


For this Arabian was careful to 
| tranſmit 
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tranſmit to the Ottoman Porte In- 
telligence of all Things which were 
moſt remarkable in Europe. And 
that his Letters might not ſeem te- 
dious, he intermix d moral Reflecti- 
ons, with ſome Maxims of Policy, 
Eſſays of Reaſon, and now and then 
a Touch of Philoſophy: And if we 
may gueſs at the Cauſe of his more 
abounding in theſe Kind of Miſcel- 
lany Diſcourſes after the Year 1659, 
than he did before: It ſeems proba- 
ble, that a General Peace about that 
Time being eſtablſh'd in Europe, he 
had little elſe to write, but his Ob- 
ſervations on the ſeveral States and 
Courts of Chriſtian Princes, the dif= 
ferent Manners, Cuſtoms and Laws 
of People ; the Councils and Intri- 
gues of Stateſmen : With ſuch other 
Matters as occurred worthy of No- 
dice. 

If either in this Volume, or in thoſe 
that are to come, he ſeems in any of 
his Letters to alter his Opinion, and 
contradict his former Sentiments; re- 
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member ?tis no more than what the 
greateſt Writers haye done, who 
have lived to old Age, as this Agent 
did. No Body is ignorant of St. 
Auguſtine's Retractions, and Corne- 
lius Agrippa's Vanity of Sciences: 
Wherein thoſe two great Authors 
run counter to all they had writ be- 
fore. And *twere eaſy to produce a 
hundred Inftances beſides. 

In a Word, Reader, take in good 
Part the Tranſlator's Pains, who ren- 
ders Things as he found *em, without 
altering or corrupting the Senſe of his 
Copy. Farewell. 
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Mahmut 2zhe Arabian, and vileſt of the | 
Grand Seignior's Slaves, to the myſte- ; 
rious Elad, Arbitrator of doubtful Pro- | 
blems, Prince of the Mufti's. 
HEN I firſt came to Paris, my In- 
RS ftruftions were not ſo Full ind Parti- 


cular, as to direct me in all Emergen- 
cies, A. great many Things were 
left to my own Conduct and Pru- 
dence, both in civil and religious Matters. So that if 
{ have made any falſe _ I hope 'twill be excuſa- 


ble ; 
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ble; in regard 'tis not ſo much my Fault as that of the 
Miniſters who reſide at the Auguſt Port. J have often 
addreſs'd to them, deſiring ſupplemental Rules and 
Cautions in ſome peculiar Caſes which I propos d: 
But they have been very {paring of their Counſels. 
Tis true, indeed, about five Years ago I receiv'd 
ſome particular Orders from the Vizir Azen, and 
the Kaimacham, as alſo from thy Sanctity: Where- 
in I was commanded to write with all Freedom to 
the Grandees. This, with the other Directions, has 
been of great Uſe to me. It has arm'd me with 
freſh Courage, and remov'd the melancholy Ap- 


38 I had of ſome Men's Revenge, whoſe Þ 


ices I reprov'd. Praiſe be to God, King of the 
Day of Fudgment, J have accu&d no Man wrongful- 
Jy. Yet I was full of Fears, even in the Performance 


of my Duty : Knowing, that Mortals generally Þ 
Jove to have their Faults conceal'd, and purſue F 
thoſe with Malice who diſcover or reprehend 'em. Þ 


But now all my Fears in that Kind are vaniſh'd. 
Yet I have Scruples of another Nature, which! 
none but the i»fa/l:b/e Guide of the Faithful can diſ- 


erſe. 


Ever ſince I have reſided here, J have been pre- 


eiſe in obſerving all the Precepts of our holy Law, ſo 


far as conſiſted with the Security and Succeſs of my 
Commiſſion. For I have been forc'd to leap over 
many Lies and falſe Oaths to conceal myſelf. II 
have likewiſe done abundance of ther irregular Þ 


Things to promote the Cauſe I am engag'd in, for 


all which thou haſt vouchſafed me a Diſpenſation. i 


There remains one Thing in which thy Adviee is 
neceſſary. 


I have been hitherto punctual in- keeping the Þ 


Faſt of Ramezan, at the Time appointed to all Mu/- 
ſulmans; which, thou knoweſt, falls earlier by ele- 
ven Days every Vear, than it did the Vear before. 
So that in the ſpace of four and thirty Years, it 
| paſſes 
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paſſes through all the four Seaſons. Now this ſuc- 
ceſſive Variation of the Great Faſt, cauſing it ſome- 
times to fall at the very Times of the molt ſolemn 
Feſtivals among the Nazarenes, ſuch as that which 
they call their Chriſtmas, which is a Feaſt of thir- 
teen Days; I fear, leſt I may be taken Notice 
of ſhould I, by celebrating the Ramezan at thoſe 


? Times, contradi& the univerſal Practice of all the 


Franks, and ſtart Suſpicions in thoſe with whom IL 


converſe, to my Diſadvantage and Ruin. 


To thee, therefore, who art the wi/e/? of the Wiſe, 


N I fly for Counſel in this Exigency, beſeeching thee 
to dictate plainly what I am to do. 


I know that the Sick, or Wounded, or Travel- 


lers, are diſpens'd with if they violate the /acred 
Moon. 


open'd, and inviſible Favours are done to the de- 
| vout Obſervers of this Precept: Whillt the Avenues 


At which time the Gates of Paradiſe are 


of Hell are barricado'd, and all the Devils chain'd 


up from appearing Abroad, or doing any Miſchief 
in the World. I ſay, Iam not ignorant of the Indul- 
* gence which is given to Men under ſuch Circumſtan- 
ces; provided they fatisfy the Laco, by keeping the 
* Faſt at fome other Seaſon, more agreeable to their 
Health, or other Neceſtities. 
| have filenc'd the Alarms of my own Conſcience, 


And thus far I could 


without moleſting thee : Knowing, that a Maul- 


man is always allow'd this Liberty in a foreign 
Country, much more in a Region of Infidels. 


But that which I aim at, is to be inform'd, Whe- 


| her to put the better Diſguiſe on my ſelf, and 


more effi caciouſly to proſecute the Intereſt of the 


| Grand Seignior, I may not always celebrate this Fa/?, 
at the preciſe, Time that the Chrifians keep their 


Lent ? For then I ſhould pals unſuſpected, and na 
Man wou'd take me for any other than a Chriſtian 
and a Catholick. Nay, my Manner of daily Faſting 
at that Time, would raiſe me a confiderable Credit. 

B 2 among 
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among the CHriſtians that know me. They would 
ery me up for a Saint, or a very holy Man. For the 
Faſt of the Chriſtians is a Feaſt in compariſon with 
the rigorous Abſtinence of the Muſſulmans. Thoſe in- 
deed refrain all Sorts of Flz/, but they load their 
Tables with Variety of Fiſh, and other Dainties ; 
meither have they Patience to tarry for their Repaſt 
beyond the Mid-Day. Whereas the Mupu/mans 
taſte of nothing during the Ramezan, till the Sun is 

one down, and the Stars appear. No, not even 
in the parching De/arts of Arabia, where Men are 
ready to periſh of Thirſt ; yet no Man will extend 
His Hand to the Water-pot to refreſh himſelf in 
thoſe unſpeakable Agonies, *till the Shadow of the 
#arth is advanced into the higher Region of the Air, 
and has baniſh'd the leaſt Glimmerings of the Sun. 
When, therefore, the Franks ſhall ſee me faſt after 
this auſtere Faſhion in their Lent, they will ſay, I 
am a very mortify'd Man, and a devout Catholick : 
For they judge altogether by the Outſide. So if 
any Danger ſhould threaten me, I ſhould find 
Friends among the Zealots, and the Indifferent wou'd 
not appear my Enemies: But the Wicked, whoſe 
black Guilt has render'd 'em a Terror to them- 
Jelves, as well as an Abomination to others, wou'd 
ſtand in Fear of me. Thus, on all Hands, a Way 
wou'd be open for me to eſcape a Diſcovery of the 
Secrets committed to my Charge. 

Twould be much more to my Satisfaction, if I 
could with Safety celebrate this Fat in the very 
Moon wherein the A/coran was brought down from 
Heaven, as all good Muſjulmans generally do: But | 
I am taught not to betray, or ſo much as hazard 
the Affairs of my great Maſter for a mere Nicety or 
Punfilio of Religion. God is the Merciſul of the 
Merciſul, and 'tis his Vill that the Empire of the 
true Faithful ſhould be extended where-ever the 
Moon or the San ſhine on Earth, - 
Great 


as well as other Mortals. 
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Great Oracle of the Miſſulmans, Doctor of Faith 
and Verity. it is in thy Power to confirm or ſhake 
my Reſolution in this Point : For from thy Sentence 
there is no Appeal. 


Paris, 5th of the 7th Moon, 
of the Nar 1654. 


—— 


LE ET TER HI. 
To Nathan Ben Saddi, a Jew at Vienna. 


HOU informeſt me, that the King of the 
Romans is dead, and that divers Prodigies hap- 
pen d about the Time of his expiring. Whilſt others 
report, That the German Emperor himſelf died the 
9th of the laſt Myon. However I ſhall tranſmit thy 
Advice to the Shining Porte; not truſting to the un- 


- certain Intelligence of Fame. 


Kings and Emperors mult refign up their Breath, 
"Tis a Tribate we all owe 
to Nature, who will be paid one Time or other 


Neither has ſhe ever exempted any from the common. 
Lot, ſave Enoch, Elias, and Feſus the Son of Ma- 
ry. Theſe were holy Prophets, perfect Saints, and 
void of Original Sin, and therefore receiv'd an In- 
dulgence: Tho' thoſe of your Nation, and the 


Cbriſtians believe, that the laſt of theſe three died 


on a Croſs. 


As for all others, they have either been diſſolv'd 


by Sickneſs, or ſnatch'd away by ſudden Death: 
Some by an invifible Dart from Heaven ; others by 
the ruder Hand of Mortals like themſelves ; Milli- 
ons by the Sword and Spear, and ten Millions by the 
: ſwifter and more unavoidable Stroke of the Arrow 
and Bullet: Whilſt not a few have receiv'd their 
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Death from the very Elements which ſupported 
their Life. An unruly Fire has crumbled ſome into 
their firſt Atoms, and mingled their Aſhes with 
thoſe of their Houſes and Beds of Repoſe : Whilſt 
Mater, a contrary Principle, has quench'd the ©:tal 
Flame in others. There is but one Way to enter into 
this Life; but the Gates of Death, and the Invi/ible 
State are without Number: And the greateſt Mz- 
aarch may as well fall by the Prick of a Thorn, as 
by the Edge of a Sword. Every Time I ſwallow 
my Meat, I remember the Fate of him who was! 
choak'd by a Grain of Pepper; and that of Anacreon | 
the Poet, who was ſtrangled by the Store of a | 
Raiſin. 
Yet I am not ſollicitous in chuſing or avoiding | 
particular Deaths, knowing that no human Coun- 
ſe] can prevent the Decrees of Deſtiny. It rather 
pleaſes me to think (ſuch is my Ambition) that“ 


by whatſoever Method I am ſent to the Grace, 


there I ſhall be equal to the Alexanders, Cæſars, Ti- 
murlengs, and the greateſt Mortals. For there is no 
Diſtinction of Mole and Yulgar in that Region of 
Anarchy, where all Ranks are level'd in the Duſt: 
as Diogenes told Alexander the Great; when the 


Monarch beholding that Philo/opher in a Charnel- Þ 


Houſe, his Eyes attentively fix d on the Bones of the 
Dead which lay in heaps, ask'd him, What he was] 
doing? To whom Diogenes reply'd, I am looking Þ 
for thy Father Philip's Bones, but cannot diſtinguiſh Þ 
them from thoſe of his Slaves. Some ſuch 'Thought F 

as this might, perhaps, firſt occaſton the Cuſtom Þ 
of writing Epitaphs on the S-pulchres of eminent] 
Perſons. Among which, I have read ſome made by] 
the Entomb'd themfelves, whilſt they were on this] 
Side the Grave, and for their ſingular Fancy were | 

thought worthy to be recorded by Hiftorians. Such] 
as this, a 


7 Sab- Þ 
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ed 

to | I Sabbas of Milan, by Blood à Caſtilian, 
h Friar and Rnigbtof Jeruſalem, wiſh a hap- 
or ' py Reſurreition to my Aſhes. While I was 
to | alive among Mortals, a Little ſatisfy'd 
ble Fo me. Now J am dead, and alone in my 
19- | Grave, I am content with Leſs. I net- 
few ther knew my ſelf what I was; nor do 
was th thou enquire. Traveller, cuboc ver thei 
con art, if thou be Pious, pray for me, and 


fa paſs on. Farewel, and live mindful of 
Death. Living, I provided this Epitaph, 


* knowing 1 muſt die. 

her | The Birth and Life of Mortals are nothing 
hat! but Toil and Death. 

we, © 

Ti- Such another was that of He/i:d4orus, a Moor, who 
: e. caus'd himſelf to be bury'd near to the Pillars of Her- 
1 cules, with this Iuſcription on his Tomb. 


: 7 Heliodorus, a mad Carthaginian, have 
the f commanded by my laſt Will and Teſta- 


e ; ment, that I ſhould be interr'd here in this 
410 F fartheſt Angle of the World; to make Ex- 
acht periment, whether any Man, more mad 
tom Zhan my ſelf, would travel thus far to vi- 
ws it my Sepulchre. 

= But that which Semiramis caus'd to be inſcrib'd 
Such] 23 was a perfect Satire on the Living. It 
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J Semiramis, whilſt living, never was in 
need of Money; yet was always com- 
Paſſionate to the Poor. Now Jm dead, my 
Grave is my Treaſury. If any of Royal 
' Race be in Want, let him open this Dor- 
mitory, and he ſhall find a Supply. 


When Darius conquer'd Baby/on, and was told of 


this Epitaph; ſtung with Avarice, he caus'd the Se- 


pulchre to be open'd in his own Preſence. But in- 
Read of Money, they only found a Tablet of Braſs, 
With theſe Words engraven on it. 


My Epitaph is a Riddle. This is the Inter- 
fretation. I never was Covetous ; only 
fuch as are poor, theſe Ipity; and have 
therefore provided this Leſſon as a Trea- 
fure for the Man who for Lucre ſhall tre- 
ſure to violate my Tomb. 


If thou wilt rob the Living, forbcar to plun- 
der the Dead; /eſt they bring thee to 
Shame, as I have done. 


Thou telleſt me, that the Emperor ſeems not to be 
much griev'd for the Death of his Son, the Raman 
King. Perhaps his Sorrow 1s ſo great, that it can- 
not find a Vent. Violent and uncommon Paſhons 
are apt to ſmother within the Heart, whilſt only 
fmaller Griefs break forth into Tears, 


It 
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It was a memorable Saying of a certain King of 
* Feypt, who was overcome by Canbyſes the Perſian 
7 — and taken Captive with ah Chen ; 
- when the cruel Conqueror, to ſport himſelf in the 
y | Miſery of his royal Priſoners, and inſult o'er the 
i] vanquiſh'd Egyptians, firſt cauſed the Daughter of 
the Captive King to be employ'd in the meaneſt 
Offices with the common S/aves, before her Fa- 
ther's Face: Then his Son to be bridled and curbed 
like a Horſe, with a vaſt Burthen ty'd on his Back. 
of © At both which diſmal Spectacles, the poor Egyp- 
„lian Monarch ſhed not one Tear: But when he 
n- | ſaw one that had formerly been his Servant, reduc'd 
, do great Poverty, he wept bitterly, Cambyſes ask- 
ing him the Reaſon, why he ſeem'd ſo inſenſible 
of his Children's Calamity, and yet was touch'd 
with ſo tender a Grief for the Misfortune of a 
Stranger? He anſwer'd, Son of Cyrus, the Deſola- 
ly * tion of my Family afflicts me with ſo profound a Sor- 
Te Þ row, that no Tears can expreſs it: But my Compaſſi- 
2- en to this diſtreſs d Servant, being not ſo violent, ca- 
| fily breaks forth in Tears. 
* Nathan, I with thee neither extreme Joy, nor 
| Grief, for they are both hurtful to the Heart. 


ye | Paris, 1/2 of the 8th Moon, 
of the Year 1654. 


- 
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LETTER III. 


20% Mahummed Hodgia, Venerable Ere- 
mite of the Cave, replete with W on- 
ders. 


HEN I contemplate thy Life ſo full of 
Innocence, and void of the very Shadow 
of Vice, I am like a Serpent rouz'd from his Sleep © 
by a Breeze of cooler Wind, or the Noiſe of 24 
Traveller on the Road: My Soul ftarts; and un-! 
Folding all the drowzy Curls of Senſuality, ſtretches Þ 
it ſelf at full length: Surpriz'd and aſham'd of its 
own Lethargy, it ſwiftly retires into any dark Cor- 
ner, to cover it ſelf from the Light of its own Fa- 
culties, and from the brighter Reflections of thy 
Spirit, which penetrate like the Beams of the Sun. 

I do not preſently curſe my ſelf, the Hour of my] 
Nativity, my Friends that have flatter'd me into an 
erroneous Belief of my own Virtue, or my Ene-Þ 
mies that have provok'd me, and by various Trains“ 
entangled me in the Paths of Vice. Such Male 
diction only becomes the Mouth of a Je, or a Li- 
bertine : For we arrive at Perfection, not by curſing Þ 
the' Evil, but by imitating the Good. 

I rather bleſs the Hour of Conjunction, the In. 
Fuence of my better Stars, and the Conſtellations off 


a more propitious Horoſcope, the Moment when I had 


the Honour to touch the Sand before thy Feet with 
my Lips in that Sanctuary of Holineſs. O thou 
Patrin of good Intentions ; ſincere Reformer off , 
human Errors; refulgent Pattern of the Pious; 
Glory of the Wiſe; moſt Excellent of the Excel. 
lent; Phenix of the Age! | 
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Praiſe be to God, the Nit and the Lat: Peace to 
the Angels who ſtand round his Throne, and to the 
Prophets who rejoice in his Preſence. An univerſal 
Jubilee to all the Inhabitants of Paradiſe - And eter- 
nal Felicity to the Saint of the Deſurt on Earth, 
whoſe Soul is expanded wide as the Firmament. 

I am raviſh'd, and full of Ecſaſies, bacauſe there 
is not found thy Equal on this Side the Clouds. 
When thou ſhajt be crop'd from the Earth, the 
Mirror of Mortals, the Flower of human Nature 
is gone. The Trees of the ac wes will lament 
thy Death, by whoſe Preſence they flouriſh'd, and 
brought forth their Fruit in due Seaſon. At thy 


wither, conſcious that thy Merits drew down the 
Rain and Dew of Heaven, to render Arabia fertile 
in Herbage. 


The Beaſts will languiſh for Want of Paſture, . 


and Men will bewail the Dearth of the Land; know- 
ing that the Life of the Juſt cauſes the Ground ta 
produce a plentecus Harveſt. 

But no Mourning will be like that of Mahmut, 
who can boaſt of thy particular Friendſhip ; and 
in loſing thee, will be as if he were depriv'd of the 
Light of the Sun, or the Morning Air, or the Be- 
nefit of Fire and Water: For ſo thy Favours are re- 
treſhing as the Elements, without which we cannot 


Therefore, as oft as I turn my Face to the City, 
ſanctified by the Birth of our holy Prophet, I ſend 


up my Vows to Heaven for thy long Life; beſeech- 
ing Gd, for the univerſal Good of Nature, to con- 


tinue the Man on Earth, the Vement of whole 
Soul is compoſed of Rays darted from all the fortu- 
nate Stars. 

Tell me, O thou Holie/t of the holy ones in the 
Eat; favourite of the Angels; ſecret Friend of the 


Eternal; Envoy Extraordinary from the Omnipotent 3 
B 6 


Agent; 
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Agent, incognito, for the Court of Heaven ! Tell me 
by what Chart I ſhall ſteer my Courſe through this 
Life, ancertain as the Sea, and toſſed with as many 
Tempeſts. I find in my ſelf manifeſt Inclinitions to 
Virtue, and whatſoever is Good; Yet I ftill miſ- Þ 
take the methods of attaining my End. I would 
fain be perfectly Pious, Juſt and Wiſe ; but know 


not how to compaſs my Deſign. One Event or o- 


ther ſtill fruſtrates my Labour: Either a Friend or an- 
Enemy, a Relation or a Stranger, Caſualties with- Þ 
out, or my Paſſions within, ſtop me in the Begin- 
ning, or the Midſt of a glorious Career, the Race 
which cannot be run withcut noble Agonies. 
Then take Breath; and rouzing my ſelf with 
freſh Vigours, I chearfully addreſs to the Combat, 
which crowns the Victor with Immortality. My 
Courage is great, my Reſolution ſix'd, at the firſt ſet- 
Ting out: I gain Ground on a ſudden ; the Wheels 
of my Chariot are, for a Time, like thoſe of the Sun, 
whoſe momentary Advances are not perceiv'd by 
Mortals. But before | get half Way to the Meridian, 
ſome unskilful Pha#ton, an erroneous Thought, or 
a giddy Paſſion, overthrows me, Either old Habits, þ 
or new Temptations, hinder me from gaining the 
Prize in the Olympicks of Virtue. Þ 
Thus, often foil'd, I retire with Shame and Þ 
Weakneſs: And finding no Redreſs within, I fly to Þ 
thee, who art created a Director of the World. . 
Twill be an Offence to make Repetitions, and ask 
Counſel! again: I will henceforth endeavour to fol- 
low thy Example, which is certainly the moſt correct 


Rule of a religious L'fe. But then I cannot ſerve the 


Grazd Seignior in this Po/?. Reſolve my Doubts. Is 

it lawful for me to abandon my Duty, and retire Þ 

into a Deſart? If not, I will erect a Solitude in the 

midſt o this populous City, and build an Hermitage 

in my own Heart. . If I cannot arrire at the Per- 

Fection I aim at, I will at leaſt endeavour to 2 , 
| 00 
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Good as I can. There is a religious Dexterity, by 
which a Man may, in the midſt of worlaly Buſineſs, 
make to himſelf Paths of Innocence, and walk free 
from the general Contagion of Mortals. If I cannot 
perform any eminent Good, I will take care to ab- 
ſtain from enormous Evils: Neither will I commit 
the Leaſt, without a good Intention; which, I am 
aſſur'd by the Mufti, ſometimes ſanctifies a bad 
Action. If I He, or forſwear my elf, it ſhall be to 
ſerve my great Maſter. It I diſſemble my Religion, 


8 and counterfeit a CHriſtian, I will propoſe to my 


ſelf the greater Advantage of the Myu/ſſulman Faith: 
Thus ſome higher End ſhall always direct my In- 
tention and Performances. 

But if thou wilt tell me after all, that this is not 
the Way to Paradiſe, I will forſake all worldly In- 


5 : tereſt, wherein I find ſo many Entanglements, and 


take up my Refidence in ſome humble Cave, or 
Cleft of a Rock, or Hollow of a Tree; where 1 
will ſpend the reſt of my Days in contemplating 
the e Eſence, and all that flows from it. I will 
bid a final Adieu to this perfidious Age, to the vain 
Generation of Mortals that live in it, to whoſe Con- 
verſe I ſhall have Reaſon to prefer that of the Beaſts, 
who are far more innocent, and leſs debauch'd than 
Men. Even Lions and Tigers, in the utmoſt Fu 
of their Hunger, abſtain from preying on thoſe of 
their own Kind. Man is the only Cannibal who 
devours his Brother, and greedily ſwallows down 
the Blood of him who bears the ſame Image as 
himſelf. 

1 ſpeak not of the ancient Sctythians, Maſſagetes, 
or Tartars; nor of the more modern Sa/vages in 
America, who ſtuff'd their greedy Paunches with 
human Fleſh. Their Barbari/m has crept, by Tranſ- 
migration, into the moſt civiliz'd Empires and States; 


and is not the leſs cruel, becauſe it has changed its 
Form. 


Nor 
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Nor do I tax the more excuſable Epicuriſm of 
thoſe, who ranſack all the Elements for Dainties ; 
whoſe Tables are loaded with the ſlaughter'd Car- 
caſſes of Birds, Bea/ts, and Fiſhes ; their Houſes 
polluted with an extravagant Profuſion of the B/ood 
of thoſe Creatures, which the eternal Mind form'd 
to live, and enjoy the Fruits of the Earth, as well 
as ourſelves. 

But I accuſe the Oppreſſors of Men, thoſe Canni- 
bals in diſguiſe, whole very Bread 1s mingled with 
the Marroto of the Poor; and their greater Delica- 
cies are Raggo's, compounded of the Blood of Vi- 
dows and Orphans: Whilſt they ſtarve and ruin 
whole Families, to ſupport a needleſs Grandeur, a 
momentary Pomp, which vaniſhes almoſt as ſoon 
as it appears. 

Yet theſe Men think to pacify Heaven, by build- 
ing magnificent Temples and Oratories ; by entail- 
ing their Eſtates to Convents and Hoſpitals : As if 
the Omni potent were to be brib'd; or took Pleaſure 
in Gifts, which are but the Fruits of Robbery and In- 
juftice. Can the Sacrifices of Infidels be more accep- 
table, becauſe they are made on Altars of Gold? Or 
even the Prayers of Myſſulmans, in that they are 
breath d out in Mz/ques, built of the fineſt Marble, 
cruſted over with precious Stones, and adorned 
with Carpets, and Hangings of the richeſt 77 Hes 
and Brocades? The ancient Pazans can inſtruct us 
better. 

Thou wilt not think me tedious, if I relate a 
Paſlage which juſt comes into my Mind, of a cer- 
tain great Man in Mia, who poſſeſs'd vaſt Herds of 
Cattel, and was accuſtomed to make magnificent 
O3/ations to the Gods. This Grandee once made a 


Pilgrimage to Delphos, famous in thoſe Days for the 
Oracle of Apollo. He carried with him a hundred 
Bulls, whoſe Horns were enchas'd in Cold, being 
pur'd on with extraordinary Devotion, and deſign- 
ms 
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ing to do a ſingular Honour to the God. When he 
arrived at the Place, puff'd up with his coſtly Pre- 
ſents, and the rlatteries of his Attendants ; he bold- 
ly approach 4 the Temple, thinking no Man on Earth 
more worthy cf the God's Friendſhip than himſelf; 
demanding of the Pythone/s (for ſo they call'd the 
Woman, who perform'd the Office of Prieſthocd there) 
Who, among all Mortals, made the moſt acceptable 
Sacrifices, and departed with the greateſt Bleſſing 
from the Oracle? (for he preſumed the Prehemi- 
nence would be granted to himſelf.) When ſhe 
an{wer'd, That one Clearches of Metiydrium, cas 
the moſt devout and dear to the Gods of all Alen. 
Aſtoniſn'd above meaſure, at this unexpected Re- 
ply, the vain Bigot reſolved to find out this Man, 
and learn of him what Method he took to pleaſe the 
Divinity. He haſtens therefore to Methydrium: And 
when he firſt came within View of it, he deſpis'd 
the Meanneſs of the Place; judging it impoſſible, 


That one Man, or all the Town, could be able to 
' preſent the Gods with more magnificent O/ations 
than he. Having found out C7archus, he ask'd him, 


What Sacrifice: he us'd to make to Apollo? To 
whom C/earchas replied, © I am a poor Man, and 


- © when I go to Delphos, I carry neither Silver nor 
God, but only a Basket of Fruits, the beſt that 
my Farm affords, which I freely offer to the 


* Powers which govern All Things, and from 


© whom I receive whatſoever I enjoy. Moreover, 


* I keep the appointed holy Days; and my poorer 
*« Neighbours go chearful from my Table. I ne- 

ver #i//'d any Thing: Nor have I done to another, 
that which I would not have done to myſelf. I 
pray to Jupiter every Morning before the Sun 
ariſes, and at Night when he goes down. I keep 
my ſelf and my Cottige clean. In all Things 


e:le I lve like the Beasts, that is, according to 


„Nature. 


Thou 
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Thou wilt perceive by this, O pious Emerit, that 
Simplicity and Innocence are the moſt acceptable Sa- 
crifices to the 7 Merciful: And, that the 
moſt High God takes no Pleaſure in the Smoak of 
Burnt Offerings, or the pompous Addreſſes of the 
Great; but only in the pure Flames of a devout 
Heart ; the Integrity of a juſt Man, void of De- 
ceit and Guile. 

Thou, illuſtrious Mahummed, art the Perſon in 
whom theſe Things are verify'd. May God ſhelter 


thee with his Mercies, to the Hour of Tran/migration, 


and beyond the /a/? Flight of Time. 


Paris, 1// of the 8th Moon, 


of the Near 1654. 


LETT ENI. 


To the Kaimacham. | 


HERE are two Actions which take up all 

the Diſcourſe at preſent. One is the Siege 
et Stenay, a ſtrong Town in F/anders, before which 
the French Army is newly laid down. The other 
is the inveſting of Arras by the Spaniards. 

"Tis the Preſence of many illuſtrious Perſonages, 
that renders both theſe Sieges conſiderable. In the 
French Camp are preſent, the King, Cardinal Ma- 
Zarini, and all the Grandees of the Court. In the 
Spaniſb are Arch-Duke Leopold, the Prince of Conde, 
Francis Duke of Lorrain, with others of Prime 
Quality. 

They are very vigorous on both Sides, in preſling 
and defending theſe two Places; as if the Fate of 
both Kingdoms were now at Stake. In my Opinion 
France runs the greateſt Hazard: For if the __ 
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© niards ſhould prove ſucceſsful in what, 'tis ſaid, 
© they have reſolv'd upon, that is, the Relief of Ste- 
ray; if they ſhould give Battle, and get the Vic- 
” tory, a Way would be open for them to penetrate 
into the Bowels of France. 
> Towns in this Kingdom would open their Gates 
to them, whilſt the Prince of Conde is at the Head 
of their Army, who does all things in the Name of 
the French King: Even his Rebellion it ſelf is maſqu'd 
under the ſpecious Title, Of taking up Arms toe 
© re/cue the captive King from the Hand, 7 Mazarini 
and his Adberents. A pretty Way of ſed 


17 


And 'tis thought many 


ucing the 


People from their Obedience. The 228 and 
indeed all the French, are divided into Cabals and 


Parties; ſome eſpouſing the Prince of Conde's Inte · 
reſt, whilſt others manifeſt an incorruptible Loyal- 
ty to their Sovereign. 
Latter, yet privately rejoyce at the Trea/ons of the 
Former, wiſhing their inteſtine 
tinue till the Day of the Earthquake. 


I approve the Morals of the 
Quarrels may con- 


Eliachim the Jew follows the Court, which ra- 


ther ought now to be called the Camp. His private 
Affairs call him that Way: From him I receive fre- 
quent Advice of the moſt important Matters in 


that Theatre of War. He informs me that the 
King of France's Preſence in the Siege of Stenay, 
anſpires his Soldiers with more than ordinary Vi- 
gour: and that he ſhews daily Proofs of an ex- 
traordinary Courage. He was one whole Night 
on Horſeback, giving Orders, and directing his 
Engineers. Next Morning he ſent a Summons to 
he Governor; who made a ſtout Reply, being reſol- 
ed to hold out to the laſt Extremity ; and there- 
fore ſally'd out of the Town with a Party of reſo- 
Jute Men, who kill'd near four Thouſand of the 
Beſiegers. 

But alas, theſe Inſdels are only ſtout, whilſt well 
ed: Not knowing what it is to endure the Ron's 

0 
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of Famine, and other intolerable Hardſhips. In al 
the zwe/7ern Hiftories, they cannot match the Brave. 
ry of a Garriſon in the impregnable Fortreſs of Mer | 
din, famous in our Annals for ſuſtaining a Seb 
Years Siege, when the mighty Timurleng lay be fore t] 
with his invincible Army. That Scourge of Heaven, f 
to terrify the Beſieg'd, and give em an Earneſt of his 
Reſolution, caus'd all the old Trees round about tha 
Place to be cut down, and young ones to be planted” 
in far greater Numbers: Declaring at the ſame time, 
That he would not raiſe the Siege, till thaſe Treu 
ſhould be mature enough to bear Fruit: When tha 
Time came, he ſent a Pre/ent of the Fruits to the C. 
rernor of the Garriſon ; as likewiſe of Mutton wi 
this Meſſage, That he took Pity on ſo brave a Man“ 
fearing leſt he would ſtarve for want of Neceſſaries. F. ; 
As ſoon as the Governor had receiv'd theſe Pre 
fents, turning to the Meſſenger he ſaid, Go tell t 
Maſter, I thank him for his Preſent of Fruits: Bui 
for the Fleſh, we ſhall have no Occaſion, ſo long a 
our Ems afford us Milk enough to ſuſtain the wholt 
Garriſon. And that thy Maſter may be aſſur'd ui 
are not in want of That, T will ſend him a Preſent 
of Cheeſes made of the ſame. Accordingly he com 
manded four Chee/es to be deliver'd to the Meſlen 
ger; which, when Timurlens ſaw, and had heard 
the Words of the Governor, he deſpair'd of reducing 
that Place, though he had lain before it /even Year: 
wanting only two Moons. But had he underſtood 
what Sort of Cheeſes theſe were, he would, no doub!F 
have changed his Reſolution : For, it ſeems, the 
were made of the Milk of Bitches, and were thi 
very laſt Suſtenance the Garriſon had, except th 
Fleſb it (elf of thoſe unclean Animals. 
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Believe me, ſage Miniſter, ſuch Examples of Pu 
tience and Fortitude, are very rare. And this wa 


the more remarkable, in that it was the firit row 
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*where that invincible General's Hand met with a Re- 
pulſe. 


Paris, 1ſt of the 8th Moon, 
of the Wear 1654. 
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LETTER V. 


To Dgnet Oglou. 
' HI 8 18 the Anniverſary Day of my Nativity 


which I celebrate not, as others do, on ſuch 
an Occaſion, with Mirth and Revelling, with Muſick 
and Songs, My Chamber is not perfum'd with the 
| Incenſe of Arabia, nor with any extraordinary Odovrs: 
Neither is it adorn'd with Flowers, Lawrel r the 
© Branches of green Trees. I am not at the Expence + 
of co/tly Oils, to burn in a Multitude of Lamps, and 
make joyful Illuminations, as at a Feaff. Such pom- 
pous Vanity I leave to thoſe who, perhaps, have 
more Reaſon to be merry in this Life, than the 
* thoughtful and penſive Mahmut can find out. 

On the other Side, I ſpend not this Day in ex- 
| treme and fruitleſs Mourning : But retaining an In- 
difference of Mind, I conſecrate it to the Service of 
my Reaſon and Contemplation; which are the only 
Things conſiderable in mortal Man. 


ye From the Minute that I firſt awak'd this Morn- 
ns tl ns I have been pondering on my ſelf, and humane 
—— Nature. I ſuffer d my anxious Thoughts to ſtart 
* back beyond the Hour of my Birth, reflecting on the 

Inpriſonment 1 ſuffer'd in my Mother's Womb, which 
of Pt Let J cannot in the leaſt remember. And this is the 
01s wel Caſe ofall Men. We know not how we came into 
+ Place, this open World of Light, from that Region of Dark- 
hes / nor that ever we were ſo ſhut up, but as we 


ar & 
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are told by our Parents; and common Experience 


confirms us, that this is the Lot of all Mortals. Hoy 


then ſhall we be able to diſcover what State we 


were in before our Conception ? whether we were 
in the Rank of Things which have Exiftence, or whe- 


ther we were not hid in the VMenb of Netbing ? 1 tel 


thee. this Thought has fill'd me with great Inqui- 
etudes. I am reſtleſs to know my own Original 


J would fain be inform'd, if that which they call] 
the Soul, be a Subſtance diſtin from the Body, oÞ 
only the finer Part of Matter, a QAuinteſſence of the 
 £/er::nts. If it be diſtinct, as J have Reaſon to be. 

lieve, would be a ſingular Happineſs, to be ſatis. 
fied where it was, before united to this Machine of 


Fleſb and Bones; and whether that Union be vo- 
luntary or forcd : For I muſt profeſs my ſelf to be 
altogether in the Dark, as to theſe Scrutinies. Some- 
times I join with the Platoniſts, and conclude all 


Suman Souls to be Particles of the divine Nature, Þ 


Beams of the eternal Sun: And that though our 
Light be now obſcur'd and veil'd under this Cloud 
of earthly Matter ; yet we have formerly ſhin'd with 
an undiminiſh'd Splendor, when only embody'd in 
the clearer Air, or more refin'd Subſtance of the 
Sky. Perhaps, think I, for ſome Errors committed 
in that ſuperior State, we are ſent down into theſe 
Bodies as into Priſons for our Puniſhment. Then! 
am vex'd at the fatal Dulneſs of my Memory, that re- 
tains no Idea of my paſt Condition. 
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At other times (for, like all Morta/s, I am ſubjetÞ 
to Change) I embrace the Doctrines of Pythagoras, 
which thou knoweſt are generally entertain'd all 
o'er the Eaſt: And believing the Tran/migration of 
Souls from one living Creature to another, I cannot] 
be certain but that I have been an Elephant, a Camel 
or a Hor/e, or perhaps ſome more contemptible Ani- Þ 
mal; and for ought I know, I have undergone all | 
the various Kinds of Metamorphoſis that every Ovid 
mention'd, | How- þ 
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jene! However be it how it will, I ſee no Grounds 
Hon] to make any extravagant Solemnity on the Account 
ve of my being born to what I am now, that is, a 
wen] Man; For I think we are the only Spectacle of Fol- 
whe. 1 5 and Miſery among all the Creatures of God. 
tel! We boaſt of Arts and Sciences; yet the wiſeſt of 
nqui, Mortals are always moſt ſenſible, That they knew no- 
ina! bing. One Man builds a ſtately Houſe, a Place of 
y call Repoſe and Refuge for himſelf and his Family : an- 
y, er other comes and pulls it down, demoliſhing the on- 
f the þ Jy ſtanding Monument of his Brother's Prudence, or 
o be. Father of his Fo/ly, who perhaps conſum'd the great- 
atis eſt Part of his Efate in that coſtly Fabrick : Where- 
as among all His Sciences; had he but learn'd to 
e o- KNOW HimMSELF, an humble convenient Cot- 
o bel e wou'd have ſerv'd his Neceſſities, during this 
ome- Hort Life, and fo he might have avoided the Stroke 
le al of Envy. 

ture, I tell thee, my Friend, I cannot build Altars to 
1 our rtune, nor adore the external Pageantry of the 
"loud Nich and Great. I equally hate to be flatter'd my 
| with {elf as thoſe are who invite their Friends to ſo- 
„Ain ; emnize their Birth-Day. | 

the Yet in thus contemning external Honour, I do the 
mitted Freateſt Reverence to my ſelf, whilſt I preſerve 
theſe my Reaſon free from being violated or prophan'd 


hen! by fooliſh Cuſtoms. 


at re-. 
Paris, 1½ of the 8th Moon, 
abjeaÞ J te Near 1654. 
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i LETTER VI. 
To the Selectar Aga, or Sword-bearer, f 
the Grand Seignior. nt 
A 
Ometimes we ſeem to be aſleep here in this Ci. t 
ty for want of News. But of late we hav J 
been rouz'd by Poſt upon Poſt : Some bringing In-Þ 
telligence of the Surrender of Stenay to the French wv 
King; others of the Revolt of Barcelona from the} F 
Spaniards. But that which is of freſheſt Date and, Ft 
for which all the Streets of Paris are this Night illu- 
minated with Bonefires, is the Relief of Arran 
where the French have obtain'd a glorious Victory. 
The Number of the Dead is not yet known, but 
ſaid to be very great. And 'tis certain the Vitor:Þ® 
have taken above ſeven Thouſand Priſoners, ſixtyf f 
Cannon, five Thouſand Waggons, an equal Num- = 
ber of Horſes, with all the Plate and rich Furniture, t 
of the Prince of Conde, Arch-Duke Leopold, Franc 
of Lorrain, and the other Grandees of the Spaniſ n 
Army. In fine, the French are Maſters of the 'Town,Þ®. 
and of the Field, and all Flanders appears now too 
little to hold 'em. 4 
Theſe continual Succeſſes redound much to the! 
Eſtabliſhment of Cardinal Ma arini, who now ſeems 
above the Stroke of Misfortune or Malice. Vetf ! 
no Man can call himſelf Happy till the Hour ci 
his Death, which alone releaſes us from all humanen 
Miteries. * 
Some Days ago I receiv'd a Letter from Nathan: 
Ben Saddi, which informs me of the Death of the 4 
Roman King, and of ſeveral Prodigies which were 1 
ſeen before, and about the Time of his Departure. 
When he was firſt taken Sick, there aroſe a vio- / 
lent Tempeſt of Wind, which blew down the ey 2 
2 ; rom 
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rom one of their Churches. Aſter this, follow'd 
a terrible Earthquake that ſhook the whole City, 
threatning to remove its Foundations. Moreover, 
an old Eagle, a Domeſtick of the Imperial Palace, 
T, % and that had liv'd there many Years, took Wing 
the Day before the King's Sickneſs, and flew quite 
away. Then the Bells of the Inperial Chapel rung 
is Ci. thrice, of their own Accord, in the Space of twelve 
; haveÞ Hours Thus far the Jeto aſſures me is true. There 
1g In- are additional Reports of ſtrange Apparitions that 
French Avere ſeen about Vienna during the Sickneſs of this 
n theÞ Prince, as of a Funeral Proceſſion after Midnight, 
anch through the Courts of the Palace; and of a Show'r 
it illa- bf warm Blood that fell at Noon-day in the Streets 
{rra;, of that City. But theſe J have only from the Mouth 
ctory. of common Fame, which, thou know'ſt, does not 
1, but always ſpeak Truth. 
ictors | [ deſire thee and all the Minilers, to make a Di- 
ſixtyf ſtinction between thoſe Paſſages which I aſcertain, 
Num- znd the doubtful Relations of the Multitude. In 
nituref theſe Caſes, Men are prone to Syper/tition, and love 
rarcii to be the Authors of portentous News. But thou 
paniſb tay'ſt believe what the Few relates; for he never 
"own, affects to be fabulous. 
Woo Twould tempt one to ask, What ſtrange hidden 
Power produces thoſe unuſual Signs? Whether we 
eo the Mortals are under the Cuſtody of Ixoiſible Beings, 
ſeemszrho teach the Elements and other Creatures to utter 
Veif the future Events of Fate? Or, Whether all theſe 
bur oi Things which appear fo ſtrange and jurprizing, be 


—— 


r=" 


zuman] not mere Caſualties ; Accidents of Nature happening 


* 


of courſe, and only made remarkable by their tim- 
at han ing; Who knows, but that the voluntary Ringing 
of theſ of the Bells, might proceed from the Motion of the 
were] Tower where they hung, during the Earthquake? 
ture. ] Or, Why need we wonder, that a Cre/s, ora Cre- 
a vio- ent ſhould be blown down from the Top of a high 
Craſi] Minaret, by a violent Tempeſt of Wind? 
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Theſe Things appear to me as natural, as for the 8 
Rain to lodge all the Corn in the Fields; or for 24 
Storm to tear up Trees by the Roots, overtunÞ” 


Houſes, and commit a Thouſand other Violence, Þ* 
Neither do I perceive any Thing worth Admirationſf” 
in the Flight of the Eagle. Perhaps ſome Royal C. 


price ſprung in the Head of that King of Bird 


which he ne'er felt before. There's nothing off, 


Prodigy in all this, but _ becauſe it happen'dÞ 
ad it been at another 


at ſuch a critical Juncture. 


Time, no Body, perhaps, would have taken notice off” 


it, any more than they do of Earthquakes at Nap/c;,Þ 
which are common in that Country, where the“ 
Earth is very hollow, being made ſo by Veins off 
continual burning Salphur. They have felt ſeveral 
in that Kingdom within theſe two Moons, as alſo at 


Rome; but no great Hurt has been done. 


Nathan informs me alſo, That the Venetian Am- 
baſſador at Vienna, has diſtributed great Sums off 
Money, in Token of his Joy, for the late Victory 
that Republick obtained againſt the Maſſulmans. This 
appears to me a real Prodigy, That the Oftoman, 
who are invincible by Land, yet ſtill come off with 


Loſs at Sea. 


Queen Chriſtina of Sweden is expected here e'reÞ 
long. She came to Antwerp in the Habit of a Man, 


which occaſions variety of Cenſures. The French 


call her, the Learned Amazon, ſhe being well vers'dP 


in many Languages and Sciences, They extol het 


Virtues and Perfections, ſtiling her the Phenix ofÞ 
this Age. All the Weſtern Nazarenes are devoutÞ 
Admirers of Women: And one of their famous“ 
Sages whom they call Henry Cornelius Agrippa, wrote 
a ſelect Treatiſe in Praiſe of that Sex; wherein heh 
endeavours to prove, That they are more excellent 


and noble Creatures than Men. But he wou'd find 
few Proſelytes in the EA,. 
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the] »Tis certain, there have been very famous Wo- 
or ] men in all Ages, and it would be Envy in Men to 
tun deny them their due Praiſe. Such was Dido Queen 
nces of Caritbage, the Roman Lucretia, the Sybils, Theana, 
ation Pythagoras's Wife, with his Daughter Dama, Sap- 
er pho the Poeteſs, with innumerable others, both of 
ird * Eaſt and Weſt, renown'd for their Virtue, Learn- 
ig ol ing, or Valour in the Wars. But it does not fol- 
lou, that they therefore ſurpaſs Men. 

Let us keep the Rank in which God and Natures 
have placed us, without being churlifh or effemi- 
1 And this is the beſt Way to get and retain 
the Eſteem of that nice Sex, who hate a Clown, 
and deſpiſe a Coward. 


15 
alſo at Paris, 3oth of the 8th Moon, 
5 of the tear 1654. 
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HOU art he to whom I can unmask : With 

4 others I converſe (like our Women in Txr- 
vers ut) under a Veil. When I write to the Grandees of 
ol ye the Port, tis neceſſary for me to diſſemble many 
mx ©Wrhings ; and to feign ſome, that I may be credited 
deyout In others, and not be ſuſpected in all. But with 
famou: { hee I uſe no Artifice or Diſguiſe : Thou haſt a 
Wrote] Kind of natural Right to my ſecret Thoughts, be- 
ein Bond the Claim of a Brother. I owe thee an entire 
con Confidence on the Score of Friendſhip ; and I ſeem 
1d finde wrong my ſelf when I conceal my Sentiments 
om thee. For, beſides the Tie of Blood, we were 


"Tis $2rtners together in the Adventures of Youth ; and 
5 — the 
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the mutual good Offices that paſs'd between us, faſ. ren 
tend our Affections with ſtronger Bands than me: 
thoſe of our Birth. Nor were we ſo unhappy as 
to ſuffer the little youthful Emulations, which are tur 
common between Sons of the ſame Mother, to ſtifle K Suc 
the more ſolid and generous Efforts of real Love. Lift 
Our Friendſhip grew up with our Years, cemented Pe/ 
by Intereſt as well as Affection; and I eſteem Peſte-I tun 
Ji, but my ſelf in another Figure. If thou haſt the vice 
ſame Regard to me, I am happy. Let us continue not 
to cheriſh this noble Paſſion : The leaſt Coldneſs or alſo 
Referve now would appear to me more hateful than the 
a Divorce, more terrible than Death. © ling 
"Tis but reaſonable, that among the many Ser vi- Rec 
ces our Great Maſter claims at our Hands, we ſhould KR whi 

__ employ ſome of our Time and Care on our ſelves. Medn 
We owe the Sultan much, but both He and We the 


owe Nature more, Without whoſe Bounty and Pro- have 


vidence, We had never had the Honour, nor He the 
Profit of our being in his Debt. He is more deeply 
engag'd in Fortune's Tally than We; but in the Ac-Þ 
compts of Nature we are all equal. She is the 


univerſal Creditor of Mankind. We are indebted 
to Her for all we have; yet, methinks, nothing ſo: 


much enhances our Score, as the ill Menage off 


Time. In that we ſtill run in Arrears, whilſt the wou 


haſty Minutes poſt forward, never to be revok'd ;|Mt 


and yet we neither lay hold on 'em in their Flight, 


nor ſo much as imprint on any of them, the lealtſ 
tranſient Mark of Virtue or Wiſdom. Thus our 


Lives ſlide away without Profit, till the laſt Sand ing 


tells us, We are Bankrupts; Nature will not truſ lic 


us with a Moment longer. 


"Tis Time therefore, dear Brother, for thee ande 


me to look about us; and fince 'tis impoſſible for us 
to make a full Payment, let us at leaſt compound 
with Nature; and getting an Acquittance for what 1 
paſt and irrecoverable, let us be ſure to cancel the 


rc-F 
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remaining Part of the Score, by a wiſe Improve- 
in ment of every Minute 

a Think not that Mahmut is perſuading thee to 
e turn Derviſe, or to beſtow all thy Time in Prayers: 
je Such rigorous Devotion is not conſiſtent with the 
e. Life of a Man in thy Station. But permit me, dear 
ed Peſteli, to counſel thee not to build Altars to For- 
tune, and conſecrate all thy vacant Hours to her Ser- 


e- 

ne vice. I am told, thou art grown a great Gameſter, 
ae not only at the polemick Traverſes of Cheſs, but 
or alſo at Plays of Hazard: The former of the two is 


an the moſt Innocent, yet 'tis too Intricate and Puz- 
ling, deſerves the Name of Buſineſs rather than of 
vi- kecreation: It commits a Rape on the Mind, 
d whilſt it requires as much Attention and Abſtrat- 
es. edneſs of Thought, as would deſerve to trace out 
Ve] the Conduct of a Battle or a Siege. But the latter 
o- have a far worſe Influence on our Paſſions, by ex- 
hefſWciting us to immederate Deſire, Hope, Joy, and 
ly Grief for mere Trifles, the uncertain Products of 
c- Chance. Therefore are they forbidden by our Holy 
he Prophet. And, tis not to be number'd among the 
ted Commendations of a Maſſulman, to be dextrous at 
ſo managing the Cards and Dice. 
offs When thou art diſpos'd to unbend thy Mind, I 
the would rather counſel thee to uſe ſome healthful 
di Ererciſe; ſuch as may ventilate thy melancholy 
cht, Blood. Our Fathers were wont at ſach Times to 
ealt divert themſelves with Bows and Arrows, Hunting, 
our Wreſtling, and the like man!y Paſtimes; thus, mak- 
and ing their private Recreations ſubſervient to the Pub- 
lick, whilſt they ſported themſelves into the Diſci- 
line of War, and inur'd their Bodies to Labour 
anderen at thoſe Hours when their Minds ſought Reſt. 
ru What! tho' Claudius Cæſar devoted himſelf to 
and Gaming with Dice, and wrote a s in Praiſe of his 
t i Folly. What! tho' Domitian the Emperor, and Theo- 
thef brich, King of the Gethu, ſpent whole Nights and 
re · C 2 Days 


— 
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5 
Days in this unprofitable Play? Thou haſt not read © 
or heard of ſuch Examples among the renowned  # 
Sons of Ottoman. Our Glorious Sultan were never C 
. vacant to theſe Fooleries. And if they had, their l 
Practices cannot juſtity a Subjects Imitation. Nei- 
ther wouldſt thou be ſo in Love with Gaming, 1 „ 
Jidſt thou conſider what unhappy Deſtinies have I 4 
commonly attended the Votaries of Fortune. Whole f 
Eſtates have been ſquander'd away at Dice in a A 
Night, Families ruin'd, and the Gameſter himſelf I tl 
Impriſon'd in the Morning. He that Yeſterday was | £ 
Maſter of great Poſſeſſions, and a Companion for 3 
Princes, by the Effects of this accurſed Vanity, has 
bereay'd-himfelf of All, and is to Day become the dy 
| . Scorn of Beggars. ; 
| The Chine/e are ſo bewitched with Love of Gam- I r 
; ing, that when they have loſt all their Stakes, they £- 
} wn themſelves, their Wives and Children; which! m. 
If the Fortune of the Dice run againſt them, become I. 
all Bond- ſlaves to the Winner. Here is a Deroi/e in in 
this City, of the Order of the Jeſuits, who lately ſel 
eame from China. Among other learned Men, I 
ſometimes converſe with him. He relates many 
pretty Paſſages of that People, but one is Tragical, mn. 
whereof he himſelf was an Eye witneſs. 124 
He ſays, That in the Province of Queintong, a cer- Þ 
tain Nobleman who had ſerv'd in the Wars, and ac- f #97 


quir'd great. Fame and Honour, was envied by one tis 
of his Neighbours who likewiſe had been a Captain, Ga 
and much in Favour at the Court. Their Emulations * 

te 


carried *em to many ill Offices, and at laſt to open Ste 
Defiance. The Emperor being made ſenſible of the Our 
Hatred that was between theſe two Officers, and be- Our 
ing unwilling their Fury ſhould precipitate them ft 
to the Ruin of each other, became himſelf an A4rbi- whi 


trator of their Quarrel; laying his Commands on ig 
'em, to embrace and eat together, which is an aſſu- Per. 


red Token of Reconciliation and Friendſhip in that tor | 
Country. 


Vol. V. a Spy at PARIS. 29 


Country. They obey'd the Will of their Sovereign. 
But fitting up late one Night at Dice, it was the 
Captain's ill Fortune to loſe all he had to the Ne- 


lleman. Mad at his unlucky Chance, and in Hopes 


to retrieve his Loſs, he ſends for his Wife and three 
young Sons, whom with himſelf he pawn'd to the 
” Neblemar for a conſiderable Sum of Money, and 
fell afreſh to Play: But Fate was his Enemy; he loſt 
Al. Whereupon in Deſpair he ſtabs his Wife and 
three Children, and laſtly falls on his own Sword; 
glorying, that he and his Family ſhould thus eſcape 
a hated Captivity to his old Enemy. 


Tell me, dear Peſteli, hadſt thou ſeen this Trage- 


* dy, would it not have made thee reſolve againſt Gam- 
ing during thy Life? Aſſuredly, our Holy Prophet 
irowns from his Paradiſe on thoſe who violate his 
* Laws. He knew our Paſſions, and which were the 
# moſt dangerous; therefore he prohibited ſuch 
Things as are moſt likely to betray us to Violence, 
and an incurable Diſorder. If thou wilt acquit thy 
ſelf a good · Maſſulman, thou muſt not leap over theſe 


Prohibitions, accounting them ſmall and indifferent 


Trifles. Remember the Saying of the Holy Docter, 
and Leader of the Maſſulman Armies, the chaſte Oj- 
man, A little Spark will ſet a whole City on Fire. And 
the Roman Satyrif has obſerv'd, That no Man be- 
comes wicked all at once. Think then with thy ſelf 
ulis for this Reaſon the Meſenger of God has 15 

Saming to the rue Faithful, not as a Thing in it 
ſelf naturally Evil, but only morally, ſo as it is a 
Step to the greateſt Vices. For whilſt we captivate 
our ſelves to Chance, we loſe our Authority over 
| our Paſſions. We ſtand or fall at the uncertain Caft 
of the Dice. We are Slaves to the feebleſt Wiſhes; 
| Which if they ſucceed nos we grow Furious, Pro- 


orbid 


lligate and Impious. Baniſhing all Prudence, Tem- 


- © Perance and Juſtice, we become Impudent, and fit 
| for the blackelt Crimes. 


3 Take 
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Take not in ill Part the wholſome Admonition of f 


a Brother, who manifeſts his Love in thus reproving 
thee without Flattery. Uſe the ſame Freedom when 
thou heareſt I am guilty of any unnecefary Vice: For 
the publick Service turns ſome Vices into Virtues. 


Paris, 14th of the 10th Moon, 
of the Year 16525. . 


— 


LETTER VIII. 


To the Reis Effendi, Principal Secretary 


of the Ottoman Empire. 


1 Believe thou haſt a Mind to try my Temper, to 8 


make an Experiment upon me, and ſee whether 


I'm Proof againſt thy Anger: Elſe, why ſhould Ke- Þ 


nan Baſſa's Buſineſs be reviv'd again, after it had been 
bury'd above theſe four Years? I examine not what 
mighty Intereſt thou haſt in that Officer, that thou a- 
freſh eſpouſeſt his old Quarrel, as if *twere thy own, 


Thy Affairs are beſt known to thy ſelf. But let me 


tell thee, *twill not redound much to thy Credit to 
be found Partial. I honour thee with all the Devoir 


that is due toa Mixiſter in thy Station, and with ſome- 


thing more: For the Eſteem a Man has for his 


Friend, is ſingular and beyond Ceremonies : But Þ 
ſtill he owes ſome Regard to himſelf. Self-preſerva- 
tion is rooted in the Center of our Nature; and few 
will be knowingly Complaiſant to their Ruin. I am 
uzzled what to think, or how to write, thy laſt Þ 
tter has put my Mind into ſuch a Hurly-burly. Þ 


A thouſand Imaginations, like Whirl-winds, tear up! 
my moſt ſolid Thoughts by the Roots. I'm in as 
wild a Condition as a Man in an Earthquake, leaping Þ 
this Way and that Way, yet knows not where to fx 


I 


his Foot in Safety. 
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If I perſevere in calling thee Friend, perhaps 


y thou wilt accuſe me of Preſumption. If I change 
my Stile, and ſuppoſe thee under another Cha- 
racter, Ingratitude will be laid to my Charge. To 


vindicate my Actions, will be interpreted Obſtina- 


cy; and to own my ſelf in the Fault, will be count- 


ed Weakneſs: Nay, all the World will call me 


> Fool, in condemning my ſelf for Things whereof 
I never was Guilty. What ſhall J do in this Caſc ? 


I am naturally Thoughtful and Melancholy. The 


Words that ſpring from Reſentment, cleave faſt to 
my Mind, and breed a thouſand Inferences. My 
buffy Apprehenſion extracts Menaces out, of the 
= molt artificial Expreſſions. I look on my ſelf, as 
mark'd out for a Sacrifice one time or other. The 


Will of Deſtiny be done, early or late: I will not go 
out of my Road to avoid it: Since it is but il} 


Husbandry of Time, to borrow it from the ineffa- 


ble Joys of Paradiſe, to multiply a few Days or 


| Years, of a miſerable Life on Earth. 


As for the Treaſurer, and the reſt of my Acer ſers, 
let them know, that -I will perſevere in doing my 


Duty to the Grand Seignior, without warping to 


the Right-hand, or to the Left, for Fear or Favour. 
But if my Private Agency in theſe Parts meets 


| with Rubs and Checks for want of Money, let the 


Blame reſt on thoſe whoſe Charge it is to ſupply 


me with what is neceſſary for a Man in my Stati- 
1: For henceforward, Mabmut will be reproach'd 
no more for demanding his Perfion. 


Think not 'tis an eaſy Thing for a Man to be al- 


ways a Counterfeit, and never to have his Mind un- 
bent; to act two contrary Parts at the ſame Time, 
to be True and Falſe ; a My/ulman and Servant of 
the Grand Seignior in Reality; a Chriſtian and Subjett 
of France in Appearance. MySoul is perpetually ſtretch- 
ed upon the Rack of watchful Thoughts and _ 
Invention, leſt by ſome improvident Word or Deed, 


C 4 my 


= Pw -- — 


( . — — 1 S's 0 ” 
| —_ —_ — —⅛ * 


* — 


— 
TS.” 


** 


> — rn * 


RT. 7 — 


32 LETTERS Mrüt by Vol. V. 


my Diſguiſe ſhould fall off, and I appear in my naked 


Colours. 
Tis but Reaſon, therefore. that whilſt this vaſt 


Sollicitude takes up all my Faculties, the Care of 


my Subſiſtence ſhould reſt on thoſe who employ 
me. Let not the Miniſters of the benign Port be 
peeviſh at me without a Cauſe: For I imprecate, 
ſerene Grandee, that God would ſplit my Soul into 
Ten thouſand immortal Splinters, if ever I betray 
my Truſt. But needleſs Suſpicion would tempt 
a Man to Treachery. 


Paris, 14th of the 10th Moon, 
of the Year 1654. 


— 
LET TEK DX 
To the Venerable Mufti. 


HE Pope has been fick for a conſiderable time, 
and *tis now ſtrongly reported, he 1s dead. 
They talk of an 'Expre/5 that is come to the Chance/- 
for of France, to certify him of it, and to conſult 
about the next Election. But this is not credited here 
being only look'd upon as a Roman or Spaniſh Arti- 
fice, to ſound the Inclinations of this Court before- 
hand, that ſo they may be able to countermine the 
French Intereſt, when the Pope ſhall really die. And 
"tis not expected he ſhould live long, being of a 
great Age, and worn out with Cares and Sickneſs. 
"Tis certain he has made his Vill, wherein two 
Millions of Gold are given to the Treaſury, founded 
by his Predeceſſors, to ſerve the Church in its extreme 
Neceſlities. But 'tis a Thouſand to One if ſome fu- 
ture Pontiff, ſucceeding in that Chair, do not, in his 
unerring Judgment, interpret his own perſonal Oc- 
eaſions, or thoſe of his Nephews, to be the — 
Ne- 


— 


refus' 
have met with a Chapman to her Mind. This 


Vol. V. a Sey at PARIS. 33 


Neceſſities of the Church; and then, all this huge 
Maſs of Wealth is infallibly gone. 


He has likewiſe bequeath'd large Legacies to his 


- Siſter in-/aw, whom they call Donna Olympia, and to 
others of his Relations and Creatures. And 'tis 
thought, this Lady will more than doubly pay her 
* ſelf, having the Management of all his Affairs. In- 
* deed, during his Reign, it may be ſaid, the whole 
* Roman Church was govern'd by a Woman: For this 
Prelate would never do any thing without herAdvice. 


She was born of an obſcure Family, but is of a 


high Spirit, ambitious of Rule, and a Perſon of 
great Abilities : Extremely Covetous and Subtle ; 
turning and winding all Events to her own Profit. 
All Preferments were at her Diſpoſal : She ſold B+ 
* ſopricks, Abbies, and other Ecclefiaftical Dignities at 
her own Rates, and to whom ſhe pleas'd. In fine, 
| whoſoever had any Buſineſs with the Pope, made 
their Addreſſes to her. By which means ſhe has 
| heap'd together a prodigious Treaſure, and is 
eſteem'd the richeſt Lady in Europe. Tis thought 
ſhe would have ſold even the Pope, and: Rome it ſelf, 


the RN Seat of the Chhriſtian Empire, rather than 
a proportionate Offer of Gold, could ſhe 


would have been a Merchandiſe fit for the Grand 
Seignior, were it not reſerv'd as a Prize for the Vi- 


ctorious Arms deſtin'd to conquer all Things. 


The French ſeem mightily concerr.'d for the Tra- 
gedies acted in Poland by the Muſcovites. "Tis af- 


frm'd that they have taken the Town of YVitebsho 
by Storm, (putting Men, Women, and Children to 


me Sword) with divers other Cities and Places of 


Strength: And that they have laid in Afhes all the 
| Towns and Villages round about Smze/ensho ; ſo that 


there is nothing to be ſeen but Ruin and Deſolation 


for above a hundred Miles round that City; which 


alſo is now cloſely 8 by che Forces of * a 
5 


* 
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If theſe Northern Infidels go on, and make ſuch f 
bloody Work wherever they come, they will, in an 
ſhort Time, over-run and diſpeople all Europe. But 
*tis to be hoped the Tartars, who are lately enter'd Þ i 
into a League with Poland, will put a ſtop to the C 
cruel Victories of the Muſcovites, and chaſtiſe the g 
Treaſon of the Cof/acks, who join with 'em contrary Þ it 
to their Faith given to the King of Poland. | C( 
They ſay, four Grandees of Tartary are arrived a B 
Hiftagesat Warſaw, and as many Lords of Poland are 
dent on the ſame Errand to the Court of the Chan; P 
who, as a farther Evidence of his Integrity, has re- 
teas'd all the Po/iſþ Captives in his Dominions, and 
ſent the Ambaſ/adors of the Cofſacks home, without 
their Noſes and Ears, as a Mark of his irreconcile- 
able Indignation at their Infidelity. 

In the mean while, I am extremely afflicted to 7 
kear of our continual Loſſes by Sea. They ſay kere, 
That above fix thouſand Mauſſulmans were killed in 
the late Fight in the Helleſpont; and that we have 
loſt fixteen Gallies, beſides Ships of War. That I 
Element, one would conclude, is fatal to the Of tomas ſta 
Empire. Neither have we had much better Succeß Tr 
by Land this Campaign. Yet Chaſaein the Vixier th 
. fox and General in Candia, has perform'd very ha 
Heroick Things. To ſpeak impartially, and give pe! 
due Honour to our Enemies, the Ma/te/es, Venetian Bu 
and French, have not been wanting in any Point off the 
Bravery. Which alſo redounds to the greater Ho-! ! 
nour of theMu//ulmans, in that they draw their Sword wh 
againſt the Flower of Chriſtendom, and not againſt wh 
Oli and Pigmies. Such are the Perſians, when we Fac 
encounter 'em; for either they dare not endure the Ove 
Luſtre, and ſtand the Brunt of our invincible Arms; 
or if they do, they fink under the firſt Shock. 

When J name thoſe Hereticks, I ſpit on the Ground 
in Deteſtation of their Errors: For they are worle 


chan the Zizdick and Giefers, I have more Charity 
os 


* 
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for a Chriſtian or a Few, than I have for thoſe Ver- 
min of the Land. In fine, I wiſh they were extir- 


ated from the Earth; and that they may after this 
ife, be either matamorphos'd mto Hogs, which 


Creature, thou knoweſt, is an Abomination to al 


ood Men and Angels (and they already reſemble 


it in their Uncleanneſs) or elſe that they may be- 
come the Aﬀes of the Jets in Hell, to carry their 
| Burthens for a thouſand Ages. 


| Paris, 17th of the 11th Moon, 


of the Near 1654. 


n— 


LETTER LY 


To Peſteli-Hali, his Brother, Maſter of 


the Grand Seignior's Cuſtoms. 


HE God of our Fathers grant thee as much Joy 
every Minute of thy Life, as I feel at this In- 
ftant. Wilt thou know the Occaſion of this unuſual 


| Tranſport? I can hardly believe my ſelf, when I tell 
| thee of an Adventure, the moſt ſurprizing that ever 


happen'd to me ſince my Arrival m this City. And 
perhaps thou wilt think I romance in relating it: 
But aſſure thyſelf, that of a Truth Oucomiche our Mo- 


ther is at this Time in Paris, with our Couſin //ouf. 


May a thouſand ſoft Paſſions thrill thy Heart, 


when thou readeſt this News, as they did mine, 


when at my Chamber Door I firſt ſaw and knew the 
Face of her. that bare me, after I had given her 
over for Dead long ago; for I had heard no Tidings 


of her theſe eleven Years. Good Gd ſo ſtrange and 


unexpected a Sight, had almoſt diſmantl'd my Sen- 


ſes, thoſe Out-works of the Soul. For a while I 


ſtood ſtill, aſtoniſh'd'and trembling with Ecſtaſie, I 


was not preſently * whether I beheld a 


Mortal 
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\ 
Mortal or the wg of one: For they ſay, theſe ap- 7 
ou in the ſame Forms as they bore when alive. 
either Age nor Travel, with all the other Infir- ® », 
mities and Croſſes of human Life, had ſo alterdÞ b 
her Complexion, but that I eaſily diſcern'd the h 
manifeſt Features, Lineaments and Air of my Mo- p 
ther. I conclude therefore, it muſt be She, or her ot 
Apparition, if there be any ſuch Things. fi 
heſe were my firſt Thoughts, in that Waking Þ & 
France: But her Voice and Addreſs ſoon put me m 
out of Doubt; when impatient to ſee me ſtand like N of 
one Thunder-ftruck, ſhe ran to me with open Arm 3; 
and Tears of Joy in her Eyes; crying out withz cc 


Fone and Affection peculiar to Women. Art thu til 


alive, my Son Mahmut? Do theſe Eyes ſee thee, or fr. 
am I in a Dream ? B. 
For my Part, I was as much upon the Rapture a 
The, and hardly knew how to deport my ſelf, or tie 
what to ſay or do. Yet the Fear I was in, leſt ſome of 
body ig the Houſe ſhould over-hear us, and make ill F- 
Conſequences of this Paſſionate Interview, taught Sh 
me a Leſſon of Moderation and Prudence. Where Pa 
fore I beckon'd to her. to ſupprefs her Paſſions, and | 
converſe by Signs, as the Cuſtom is at the Myſteriou po 


Port. Thoſe filent Expreſſions of our mutual Love, wi 


Joy, and Admiration, were not leſs ſignificant, be: Co 
.cauſe not cloath'd in Words. Thou know'ſt there M. 
Eloquence enough in this mute Language. And Fo 
was jealous of Words, leſt ſome- inquiſitive Soul 


might underſtand us, tho' we convers'd in Arabick. had 

After our firſt Endear ments and Tenderneſſes were you 
over, in which my Couſin Jſuf alſo had his Share, par 
(for we were all reciprocally overjoy'd to ſee one and 
another in this Neſt of Infidels) L began to conſuli He 


the Safety of us all Three, in providing convenient 

Lodgings for my Mother and Kinſman, In ord: 

to this we made a viſit to Eliachim the Few, who en 

textain d us at a Ranquet, after the Faſhion of 4 
q 


Eaſt. We adviſed with that honeſt Hebrew about our 


Affairs, I having made frequent and ſufficient Proof 
of his Fidelity and Friendſhip. In fine, he took them 
both into his Houſe, under the Notion of Greeks, 
his Acquaintance 3 judging this the ſecureſt Way to 
prevent any Diſcovery, or even the leaſt Suſpicion of 
our Circumſtances. They have continued there theſe 


| five Days, and their Character has not been que- 


ſtion'd by any. I viſit em daily, and we paſs away 
many Hours in recounting the different Adventures 
of our Lives, in diſcourſing of our Friends in Ara- 
ia, Greece, and other Parts of the World, and in 
concerting the beſt Methods to ſerve one another, 
till Death ſhall divide us from our ſelves, as well as 


from our Friends, and rank us in the Liſt of Inviſible. 


Brings, whoſe State and Quality we know not. 

Well, but all this while, I believe thou art impa- 
tient to know what Motive of their own, or Turn 
of Fortune, drove them into ſo remote a Region as 
France, a Country inhabited by none but Infidel; ? 
Shall I tell thee in a Word? "Twas Love, on her 
Part, and the Deſire of Novelty, on his. 

Our Kinſman J/%½, from his Childhood, felt 
powerful Inclinations to Travel: Which encreas'd 
with his Years, and were much heighten'd by his 
Converſe with Greeks, Armenians, Franks, and ſome 
Muſſulmans at Conſtantinople, who had ſeen many 
Foreign Countries, both in the Ea, and Veh. 

The Relations they made of the Curioſities the 
had ſeen, and of their own Adventures, fir'd his 
youthful Blood, and he form'd a Reſolution to de- 
part with the firſt convenience from Conſtantinople, 
and viſit all the Regions in the World, if his Life and 
Health would hold out. I formerly acquainted thee, 
that he ſurvey'd the greateſt Part of Mia: Since 
which he ſet forth again; and having finiſhed his 
Travels in that Quarter of the World, he bent his 


| Courle for Africk 3 where he viſited Egypr, Bar- 


bary, 
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bary, the Empire of Morocco and Fez ; with that of 
the AZthiepians, and many other Regions under the 
Torrid Zone, todo tedious for me at this time to men- 
tion particularly, becauſe I write in haſte. Hereafter 
I ſhall give thee a more ample Account of his Ob- 
ſervations, c. Wherein thou wilt find, that Ju 
has not altogether loſt his Time. 

At length, having fatisfy'd himſelf with whatſo- 
ever he thought worthy to be ſeen and known in 
that Southern Traf, he parted from Fez with a De- 
fign to ſee Europe. Some Bills of Exchange cauſed 
him to take Grand Caire in his Way, where he en- 
counter'd my Mother. She perceiving, that he would 
take Shipping directly for France, reſolv'd to lay 
Hold on ſo favourable an Opportunity of ſeeing me 
once more before ſhe dyed. Wherefore imparting 
her Deſign to him, Jſoaf offer'd her his utmoſt Ser- 
vice. And having ſettled her Affairs at Caire, and 
pack'd up her Money, Jewels, and other Neceſſari- 
es, they took the Road of Scanderoon, where they 
foon arriv'd; and putting themſelves inte the Habit 
of Greeks, Tſouf alſo ſpeaking pretty well that Lan- 
guage, and the Lingua Franca, they bargain'd with 
The Maſter of a Veſſel then lying in the Harbour, and 
bound for Mar/ei//es. He took them on board, and 
under the Protection and Favour of Heaven, they 
arriv'd ſafe at Marſeilles, and are now in this City. 

Yet amidſt all the Pleaſure I conceive in the Pre- 
fence of ſo near a Relation as a Mother, I am not 
without ſome Qualms of Fear, left ſome unfortu- 
nate Occurrence ſhould diſcover her to be no 
Cbriftian : For then, the Iſſue might prove dange- 
rous both to her and me. 

As for I/ouf, he deſigns to tarry no longer in 
Paris, than to inform himſelf of what is moſt Re- 
markable in this City, and to ſatisfy the other Ends 
of a Traveller. From hence, after he has viſited the 


cluefeſt Cities in Fance, he talks of Travelling 
z into 
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into Flanders, Holland, Germany, Swedeland, and the 
* other Kingdoms of Eurape. But for Spain or Portugal 
he has no Thoughts; either out of Fear of the In- 
* guiſition, which is very ſevere in thoſe Countries; 
or out of an Averſion for the People who expell'd 


the Moors, of which he relates very Tragical Sto- 


8 ries, which they told him during his Reſidence at 
Morocco and Fes. In a Word, he gives this Character 


of a Spaniard, that he is a Mungrel, between a Man 
and a Devil. He likes the Company of the French, in 
Regard they converſe with a natural and unreſerv'd 


Freedom, which becomes them very well. But he has 


ſpoke with none but Travellers yet, who have been 


| otherwiſe employed, than in ſtudying the artificial 
| Diſguiſes of Courtiers. If he ſojourns the Space of 


three Moons in this Kingdom, he will find ſome of 
the French as affected in their Way, as other People: 


He will encounter with a new Sort of Frenchmen in 


every Province. For France is a mere Ga/limaufry, 
made up of the Fragments and Remnants of other 
Nations. They differ alſo in their Language, as well 
as in their Manzers, one from another. So that the 


| Inhabitants of Ga/coigne and Bretagne can hardly be 
| underſtood by thoſe of Paris and Blois, with the 
adjacent Parts. Theſe Weſtern People are not cu- 
rious in preſerving the Dialect of their Fathers, but 
| every Age introduces a Change in their Speech: Nei- 
ther are they diligent in retaining their Genea/ogies, 


Whereas in the Eft, thou knoweſt the Languages 
remain uncorrupted, the ſame now as they were 
two thouſand Years ago, or from the Confuſion of 


| Bage/. The fame Care we A4rabians have of our 


Tribes and Families. 


Son of my Mother, when thou readeſt the two 


enclos'd, and ſhalt ſee the very Hand-writing of the 
dear Oucomiche, and Tſouf our Kinſman, let thy Heart 
be like the Valley of Adnoin, fragrant as a Grove of 


dpices Z 
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Spices : For then thy Eyes will convince thee, that 
what I write is Truth. 


Paris, 22d of the 12th Moon, 
of the Year 1654. 


LET FER XI. 


To Adonai a Jew, Priſoner in the Tower 
of Nona at Rome. 


HIS comes to. thee by the Hand of a traſty 
Friend: Give entire Credence to his Inſtru- 
&uions. To ſay I'm ſorry to hear of thy Misfortune, 
would but faintly expreſs my Paſſion: *Tis not eaſi- 
ly deſcrib'd in Words: I am as melancholy as an 
Antelope, when the Sun's in Conjunctien with Saturn. 
This is a ſad Sort of a Beaſt, that will neither eat, 
drink, nor ſleep, during that dull Aſpect. 

In God's Name, how cam'ſt thou to be fo free with 
thy Tongue among the Romans? Or, what tempted 
| thee to meddle with their Religion and Laws? Was 
it not enough, that Thou, and all the Fercos in that 
City, had Liberty to frequent your Synagogues, and 
there curſe the Chrifians in antiquated Hebrew ? 
Muſt you needs rail at em in plain Italian too? And 
that over your Cups, when Men ought to be good- 
natur'd to all the World? Of what Import is it to 
you, whether they be 7d&/aters or no, ſo long as 
they give you leave to adore One God, Creator of the 
Worlds? Or, what ſignifies it, if they are guilty of 
Ten thouſand Injuſtices and Follies among them- 
ſelves, whilſt you live quietly under their Protection 
and Government? Adonai, I am aſham'd of the Im- 
morality of thoſe of thy Nation. I bluſh for your 
Lngratitude, Pride, and. Malice. Surely, if the Na- 
zarenes did really believe what they profeſs, ay | 
: 8 WO 
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would ſacrifice you all to the Gho/? of their Meſſias, 
| whom they ſay you Crucify'd. They wou'd not 
leave a Few living in Chriſtendom, but do their ut- 
| moſt to exterminate you from the Earth. I ſpeak 
not this as my Wiſh ; but only to upbraid your Im- 
| xertinence and Vanity, in thus fooliſhly provoking 
E thoſe, with whoſe Permiſhon it is, that you live and 
enjoy the Elements. 

he Prophet Muſes, your Lawgiver, left you an- 
other Rule, a Leſſon of Civility, when he ſaid, 17 
| ſhall not blaſpheme the Gods of the People. Had thou 
and thy Companions obey'd this Precept, ye might 
have been at Liberty: But 'tis bad falling into the 
Hands of the Inguiſition. However, I am glad to 
hear, that you are not tranſported to the Caſtle of 
St. Angelo; that would have been a tragical Re- 
move at this Juncture. But now, as Fm inform'd, 
not one of you is in Danger: For, they ſay, that 
all the Priſoners in Rome are by Cuſtam releas'd 
upon the Death of the Pope, except thoſe who are 
in that fatal Fortreſs. And *tis generally ſuppos'd 
the good old Ca/iph is no long-liv'd Man. For they 
never uſe to remove the Priſoners deſign'd for 
Death, 'till the Phyſicians are paſt all hopes of the 
boly Father's Life. 

owever, in regard there is no Certainty in hu- 
man Affairs, but a perpetual Change and Circula- 
tion of Events ; leſt ſome unhappy turn of Fortune 
ſhou'd either now continue thy Reſtraint, or here- 
ſter bereave thee of thy Liberty, I ſend thee here. 
nclos'd, a Receipt of a chymical Liguor, which may: 
be of ſome Service to thee in the ſtrongeſt Priſon- 
dn Earth. Twas reveal'd to me by my Mother, who 
earn'd it of an Egyptian Artiſt at Caire. Deſpiſe it 


- Mot, becauſe it comes from a Woman's Hand: For I 


ave made an Experiment of it, and find it effectual. 
Twill render Iron as brittle as Glaſs. Tis more 
powerful than the Water of the River Styx, which 

: no. 
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no Veſſel could hold, but the Hoof of a Mule. After +11 
an Hour's Application, thou may'ſt make the thick cha 
eſt Bars, Chains, and Bolts fly in a thouſand Pie. 1 
ces, as they were made of Porcelain. Th 
Thou wilt not wonder at this, when thou com Yet 
ſider'ſt the innumerable ſtrange Indentions of Mei wh 
pry ing into the Secrets of Nature, and fortunate in leab 
their Searches, Above all, Chymiftry has brought Sha 
Light the greateſt Prodigies of Art and Knotoledg: WM Me: 
This myſterious Science, was the peculiar Boaſt a Pri 
the primitive Fgygtians, from whom all other M. con 
tions learn'dit. And had not Mo/es himſelf been in-: thin 
ſtructed from his Youth in all the Learning of Fgyt. peo 
perhaps he would have been at a Loſs, when he ca. Gla 
cin'd the golden Calf, and gave the Duſt to the / Pro 
raelites to be mix'd in their Drink, as the only Ex. Ir 
Piation of their Holatry. Doubtleſs this Secret, Can 
mong others, was tranſmitted down to thoſe Times ; 
from Philemon the good Prieſt who was in the 
Number of them who eſcap'd the Fload in Noad' 
Ark, and whoſe Grandion Maſar was the firit Ain 
in Egypt after the Deluge. Pari 
Philemon, the better to eſtabliſh the State of hu 
Of pring, reveal'd to them many hidden Thing; 
taught them the Hierog/yphicks of the Dgebel Pharm 
or the Pyramids, with all the Myſteries of the Ta/i/: 
mant, and the chymica! Preparations of Monaa tan 
the forcible Waters and Eſſences, - Powders and 
other Ingredients, by which they made Marble a 
pliable as Wax or Clay. Theſe Things he- had learn'd 
of thoſe who periſh'd in the Flood: He retain'd the 
Wiſdom of the Antients, his Coevals and Predeceflors; 
leaving the Rudiments of ſo profound a Knowledge 
to his Poſterity, as an invaluable Treaſure, of which 
they could never be robb'd. Thus Science became 
hereditary to the Coptites, who bear that Name from 
Coptim, the Son of Maſar, the firſt King of Egypt, cont 


ſince the Rainbow appear'd in the Clouds. And Ener 
"ty 
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r 'twas from one of that Race, my Mother learn'd 
WF that admirable Secret. 
* Truſt not to words, but try the Experiment, 

Ihe Receipt will give thee all neceſſary Directions: 
vet I counſel thee not to be big with it, like him 
who having found out the Art of making Glaſs mal- 
© leable, or fit to be beat by the Hammer into any 
Shape or Figure, as the Silver-ſmiths work their 
„ Metal, muſt needs go and diſcover his Secret to the 
Prince, expecting a great Reward: When, on the 

contrary, he loſt his Head on the Spot; the Prince 
thinking it great Injuſtice, that ſo many thouſand 
people as got their Bread by making of common 
al-W Glaſſes, ſhould be all ruined, to promote one Man's 

Profit and Advantage. 

In fine, uſe this Secret to ſerve thy ſelf, or the 
Cauſe thou art engaged in: But truſt it not to an- 
ether, unleſs on the ſame equal Terms as I com- 
mit it to thee, wherein the greater Hazard is thing 
in divulging it. 


Paris, 15th of the 1ſt Moon, 
of the Year 1655. 


— — — 


LET TER XII. 


7 Mehemet, once an Eunuch Page inthe 
Seraglio, but now an Exile in Egypt, at 
Grand Caire. 


HEN I firſt heard of thy Baniſhment from 
the Imperial Palace and City, think not that 
I was ſad, or entertain'd the uſual Sentiments of a 
Friend, on ſach Occaſions. No, I tell thee on the 
contrary, I rejoyc'd, (yet not with the Joy of an 
Enemy) at that ſeeming Misfortune, as knowing ths 

$ 


tis common, even in the Seraglio, to drink Wine 


thoſe, who, for the Sake of this ſtol'n Mirth, put 


not be unpleaſant to thee. | 
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has deliver'd thee from a real One, in which, ac- 
cording to my Preſages, all the Attendance of thy 
Miſtreſs, the old Queen, were ſoon after involv'd. 

Thou art oblig'd to Bacchus, for that fortunate Ca- 
lamity ; which tho? it for a while eclipſe thy Honour, 
yet was the only Means to ſave thy Life. 

When I formerly ſent thee an Account of my 
Impriſonment here, and how T-was regal'd by my 
Keeper at a Banquet of Vine; when in that Letter! 
play'd the Advocate for the ſuice of the Grape, 1 
little thought that thou would'ſt ever make an Ex- 
periment of that Bug- bear Liquor. Tho TL. know 


privately, and chaſe. away Melancholy, the con- 
ſtant Familiar of Reſtraint and. Servitude, with ge- 
nerous Compotations. 

I am no Stranger to the counterfeit Sickneſs of 


Ehemſelves into the Infirmary, that they may there 
carouſe with Freedom, and drink Healths to the 
Grand Seignior without ſuſpicion. | 

Were it not for the convenient Situation of that 
Apartment, and the Favour of the Beſfangi's, no 
Wine could find admittance into the Serag/io, ſave 
what is for the Grand Seignior's Uſe. But now hit 
Slaves drink it as merrily as he: And I am not ſor— 
ry that thou art one of the Number. Tis a ground- 
leſs Superſtition to refuſe the Gift of Divine Libe- 
rality, and deny ourſelves the Uſe of that Plant, 
which was made to cheer the Hearts of Mortal. 
Nay, our holy Traditions themſelves, and all our Doc 
tors tacitly own, that the Vine is allowable, and that 


it was ſav'd among the reſt of the Vegetables, by. J. 
Noah in the Ark: And that holy Prophet curs'd the: 


Devil for ſtealing it away. Perhaps the Story will 


When God commanded Noah, with his Compani - 


ons, to deſcend out of the: Ark in Peace, they Don 
them 
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chem Houſes, and began to exerciſe Huſbandry: They 
ſose'd Corn, and the Seeds of other Vegetables : They 

pianted alſo all Sorts of Trees; but when they came 
co look for the Vine it could not be found. Then it 
vas told Noah by the Angel, that the Devi/had ftoll'n 

lit away, as having ſome Right to it. Wherefore 
Mah cited the Devi to appear before the Angel in 
the Name of Gd, to anſwer his Theft. The Angel 
gave Judgment, that the Vine ſhould be divided be- 
tween 'em into three Parts, whereof the Devil ſhould 
have tos, and Noah One; to which both Parties con- 
ſented: Whereby it is evident, that Man has ſome 
gare in the Juice of the Grape. For this was the 
Deciſion of Gabriel, That when Two Thirds of the 
iquor of this Fruit ſhould be evaporated away in 
boiling over the Fire, the Remainder ſhould be law- 
ful for Noah and his Poſferity to drink. And thou 
Fnow'ſt, we Muſſulmans generally obey this Lato in 
eparing our Mine. 

Let the Der- therefore, in the Name of God, have 
is ſhare in his tempting Fruit, and then there can 
be no Inſuſtice in enjoying our own Part. For when 
at which inebriates is ſeparated by Fire from the 


Ve cf, this Liquor becomes pure, holy, and bleſſed. 
hu his is the Sentence of the Artients, the immediate 
- Luditors of the Meſenger of God, as is to be ſeen in 
N - 


ne Manuſcripts they left behind them; which, tho? 
be · Whey are rare and difficult to be met with, yet ſuch 
us diligently ſeek Wiſdom ſhall not loſe their labour. 
bu Becre Eb'n Mahumet has taken great Pains to 
ot Nrollect the Memoirs of Antiquity. He was a learned 
hat Dr among my Countrymen of the Houſe of 
1p, (may he reſt under the Umbrel/a's of Para- 
the %) From him I had this Relation. 
WIL But tell me, my dear M-hemet, it thou know'ſt, 
ow cam'lt thou to be the only Man that had the 
an! Wood Fortune to be ſentenc'd to this happy Diſgrace? 
vr, if thou art ignorant, I will tell thee. For it ſeems, 
| the 
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the Reſt of the Company in that Night's Revel were Whol: 
diſcover'd as well as thou, yet eſcap'd all Cenſure. I Wicd 
looks, as if they were delignedly reſerv'd for Vie. Ware « 
tims, to a more Iinexorable Revenge. And the Event perf⸗ 
juſtifies this Conjecture ; fince within the Circuit of Merl 
the Moon, not only they, but all the ſurviving Cre: er, 
tures of the Sultana Kioſem, were ſtrangled. per! 
Therefore again I pronounce thee Happy, and dou. Wear 
bly Bleſs'd in being an Exile, ſince thereby thou hat Mud. 
eſcap'd the Hands of the Executioner, and art now 
living in Egypt ; the moſt fortunate Region on Earth, 
Aſcribe this to thy propitious Deſti ny, and to the Fi 
vour of Sy Kyz/tr Aga: who foreſeeing the 
Slaughter that would be made of that old Queen 
Servants, took this Opportunity to accule thee to 
the Grand Seignior, that ſo he might ſave thy Life 
For, 'twas at his Interceſſion, thou wert baniſh'd 
into this happy Province, which is call'd the Nur/eof 
all Nations. Improve thy Exile to the beſt Advan- 
tage, and from this Nur/e, ſack the Mili of Science furn. 
with which ſhe has formerly nouriſh'd the whole ich- 
Earth. Be grateful alſo to thy Deliverer; for he is NE 
a truſty Friend, and unchangeable, where he once 
places his Affection. He had a particular Kindnels 
for thee. From him I receiv'd the News of thy {Weclce: 
Eſcape ; for that is the proper Name of thy B.. 
niſhment. Pour forth devout Orai/ons for his Healt! 
and Happineſs, ſince thou art in a Land, where 
the Prayers of Myſſulmans are as effectually heard at 
ſome particular Places, as it they were utter'd at the Peing 
Tomb of the Prophet. | 
I counſel thee to viſit the Prien of Foſeph, which 
is in the Dungeon of the Ca/t/e of Caire. This isa 
Place of great Devotion among the Faithful, and has Cpt 
been ſo in all Ages, ſince the Death of that Patriarch. 
Moſes the Prophet, of whom it is ſaid, that he died in Paus! 
the Embraces of God, made his Prayers in this Place; Pie tr: 


aud ſo did Aaron his Brother, when they * atch 
thole 
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thoſe Miracles in Egypt. Feſus, the Son of Mary vi- 
ted this Place, both he and his Mother (on whom 
gre center'd the Smiles of the Creator :) They there 
perform'd their Devotions, when they fled from the 
Perſecution of Hered. So did the Prophets and Apo- 
les, as many as were in Egypt, with all true Belie- 
pers. Nays ſome of the [nfide/s themſelves, having 
heard of the Renown of this Sanctuary, made their 


Hadreſſes to Heaven there, in Time of great Diſtreſs. 
ow Wor here Prayers are infallibly heard, eſpecially if 
th Ney be ſaid after the Sur has travers'd the Meridian; 
Fx (When the wicked Demons are aſleep, who walk a- 


road till Noon, doing all the Miſchief they can. 


nM My Friend, when 1 think of the Region where 
to {hou art, I can hardly forbear envying thee. "Tis a 
fe: {17d of Prodigies and Miracles. It is the Support of 
wen, and the Granary of the World: Thoſe who in- 
- of adit it, are full of complacency and joy; and thoſe 


ho abandon it, burn with a perpetual Defire to re- 
urn. Its Rivers are clear, and the Waters ſweet and 


he Nile to flow at its accuſtom'd Seaſon; whence the 
ce Mund is made fertil beyond all the Provinces on Earth: 
es his Nile is one of the Rivers which God cauſed to 


hy NReſcend from the Springs of Paradiſe, on the Wings of 
Ba NVabriel; and has hid the Place of its Deſcent, among 
Ith Nhe inacceſſible Heights of Mountains. 
ere There are many ſtrange things related of the Land 
at f 4/phiom, and how it was firſt manur'd by Joſeph, 
he Neing before his Time but a Fen or Marſb. The Story 
iſo of Hagar, the Mother of all the 1/mae/ites, is not 
ch Nenplea ſant; thou wilt find it in the Chronicles of 
sa /t: For ſhe was an Egyptian, of the Family of the 
nas {W-2/t/tes ; and was beſtow'd on Sarah, the Wife of 
ch. Par Father 15rahim, by Charoba, the King of Egypt's 
{ix {aur hter. After ſhe was diſmils'd from her Lady, 
e: Ne travell'd to Mecct ; from whence they ſent a Dr/- 
1 atch to the King of Egypt, to acquaint him with 
ole her 


fich as Nine; the Eye of God is upon it, who cauſes 
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her Affairs, and with the Birth of her Son Tae, 
imploring his Aſſiſtance, in regard ſhe was in z the 
Land barren of all Things. Then the King of ER⁵) Bu 
caus'd a Canal to be cut from the Mie, at the Foot to 
of the Eaſtern Mountains of Eg «pt, to the Red Sea; wa: 
and ſent Veſſels laden with Corn, Fruits, and a Po- 
manner of neceſſary Proviſions to Hagar. nio 
If thou addreſſeſt to the Feet of the Doctors, the ¶ ter, 


venerable Prelates of Caire, they will inform thee of MW «/7 
more ſtrange Things than theſe. It is a noble Exer. 1 
ciſe, to contemplate the K7ngdoms of the Heaven; ¶ Prin 


and the Earth; to ſearch into their Wonders and 
Prodigies; to trace the Footſteps of ancient Nati 
6x5, and the Traditions which know no Origin. 

Mehemet, I am an Exile as well as thou: Let u 
continue our former Friendſhip in this State, and 
do one another all the good Offices we can. A 
for the Misfortunes of human Life, Let us ben 
them with an equal Mind; for they will ſoon have 
an End, as well as we our ſelves. 

May God, who in the Time of Gag and Magog tool 
up from the Earth the great Alcorax, and the Sheets 0 
Science; the black Stone, and the Shrine of Moſes,with 
the Five Rivers, have thee in his holy ProteCtion and 
Cuſtody, at the Hour of Epil, and at all Times. 
Hes, \ 
n tha! 
Ling 
ne Pe 
leng 
jon: 
ud evi 


LETT KK AHH; 
ToKerker Haſſan Baſla. + 


HO U may'ſt report it to the Divan for 1 P. 

certain Truth, That the chief Mufti of the his 
Chriſtians is dead: Which puts all the Courts in Eu. me 
rope upon new Strains of Policy. wer 


I He 


Paris, 26th of the 50 Moon, 
of the Near 1655. 
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He was call'd Innocent X. after his Aſſumption to 
me Papacy ; For his true Name was Pamphylio. 


to change their Names, ever ſince a certain Prieſt 
| was lifted to that Dignity, who was call'd Bocca de 
Porco, or Hogs Face. e, aſham'd of this ignomi- 
nious Name, as ſoon as he fate in the Chair of Pe- 
+ tr, aſſum'd the Name of 1 Yet all his Suc- 
ers have not obſerv'd that Rule. 
. Theſe Popes have an Authority greater than our 
„principal Mufti : For they are obey d by Kings and 
dM Emperors. And * eſteem'd little leſs than Gods 
iWon Earth, they are ſolemnly ador'd on the Day of 
their Coronation, by all the Cardinals, Princes, Pre. 
ates, and foreign Ambaſſadors at that Time in Rome. 
And for that End they are ſeated on the Altar, 
which the Nazarenes call, The Tabernacle and Habi- 
tation of their God. \ 
If I miſtake not in my Obſervation, theſe Roman 
aliphs aſpire at a Sovereignty over all Kings and 


zot Wy ri11ces : They would make that which they call 
ie Hierarchy, a ſuperlative independent Monarchy, 
ith Wo which all the Governments in the World ſhould 
and Wy Homage, and be ſubject. 


. This puts me in mind of a certain Preacher at Na- 


hei, who ſome Years ago, when Adonai the Few was 


n that City, and happen'd to be preſent in the Church, 
nring made a very elaborate Speech to perſuade 
ne People, that the Pries were ſuperior to Kings; 
t length he broke out into this paſſionate Exclama- 
jon: O ye Princes of Chriſtendom, ye are Pharaohs, 
u we Prieſts are your Gods. O ye Pharaohs, obey 
ur Gods. Ve can only command the Creature, but we 
ake the Creator himſelf come down on the Altars, at 
for 1 hy ak This Relation I had from the Fer, 
ther his Travels through Italy. And it is aſſerted by 
Es. me of their Doctors, That the Pope has not only 

wer to excommunicate the greateſt Prince on 


He D Earth, 


But ſome ſay, it has been a Cuſtom for the Popes. 


- boon — 


der of the Celeſtial Influences, commanded the Kin 


Orders he had receiv'd, but in ſimple Obedien 
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Earth, but alſo to pull a Saint out of Paradiſe, a for 

fend him to Hell. th 
If they cou'd perſuade the Nazarene Princes an 

People to believe they have ſuch an Exorbitant Pam Pa 


perhaps in Time they might reduce 'em to as blin 
a Superſtition as the antient Kings of Egypt we 
guilty of, who were ſo beſotted to their Pri 
that when he whom they call the Cater, or 1; 


to kill himſelf, for that it was the Will of Header 
the poor bigotted Monarch durſt not diſpute th 


became his own Murtherer. 

Thoſe Egyptian Prieſts indeed were Maſter: i 
great Science, profound Aftrolegers, excellent Math 
maticians, and perfectly skill'd in the Secrets of N 
tural Magick. They perform'd Things tranſcendi 
the more common and obvious Works of Natur 
By which it was eaſy to ſtrike a Terror into! 
Hearts of ignorant Mortals. But as for theſe Naz 
rene Prieſts, all that they can boaſt of is, that th 
have read the Hiſtories of former Times, and 2 
able to diſcourſe in Philaſaphy and other Sciert 
without having the Power to work any Proaigit 
Unleſs thou wilt count it one, to keep ſo mil 
warlike Nations in a ſervile Awe of their Author 
with the bare Pretence of turning a Pizce of Bri 
into a God. 

Yet for all this, there are many poor Pre/ate:, u 
other Eccleſiaſticbs, who are inveſted with em 
Titles, having little or no Revenzes : Among wil 
the Poverty of ſome is ſo remarkable as to bect! 
a Proverb. Thus 'tis common in the Mouths 
the Romans to ſay, The Pope's Mult fares better it 
the Biſhop of Orvietto. 

Illuſtrious Baa, live thou in the Faith of | 
Muſſulman, and the Favour of the Grand Seign"F 
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pr in that State thou may'ſt deſpiſe the greateſt of 
8 theſe Eccleſiaſtict Infidels. | 


Paris, 13th of the zd Moon, 
1 of the Year 1655. 


— ..a.. — — 
— 8 
— —_ 


yl LET IT ER ALY; 
4 To the Kaimacham. * 


mt 


Believe the Secretary of the Nazarene Affairs 
takes me to be a Conjurer, and thinks that I can 
divine of all the Changes and Alterations that _ 
pen at the Porte; or that I have ſome magical Glaſs, 
which repreſents to me the continued Series of re- 
mote Events, with all the Tranſactions of the In- 
erial Court, Camp and City: Or elſe he wou'd not 
be ſo late in his D//patches, and ſend me ſuch imper- 
ſect News. I am forc'd many times to addreſs my 
Letters by Gueſs; not knowing whether the Perſon 
o whom I write be in the ſame Station he was a 
vhile ago; or whether he be among the Living, or 
he Dead: Whether I ſhould direct my Diſpatches 
o Conſtantinople, or to the Eliſian Shades. 
My Intelligence of the Maſulman Affairs is ma- 
y times more owing to the French Merchants who 
rade in the Levant ; or to the Expreſſes which 
ome from Ambaſſadors refiding at Con/antinople, 
em ban to that Secretary, whoſe Care it ought to be, 
wißt I ſhou'd be timely inform'd of whatever hap- 
zecoPens in the Oſman Empire. x 
at Surely Ki/ur Drame lec has ſome Deſign upon me, 
er n being always thus tardy and negligent. I ſcarce 
ear from him once in half a Year ; whereas he is 
ommanded by his Superiors, as well as mine, to 
z7n" rite to me every Moon: And then he ſends me 
ch a lame Account of Things, ſuch Fragments 
D 2 and 
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of it, and was very angry. He 
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and Scraps of News, that his Letters need a Con. 
ment, to make 'em intelligible. 

About four Years ago I modeſtly tax'd him with 
this Neglect, when I had reaſon to do it in my own 
Vindication to Minezim * But Xiſur heard 

en 


t me a Letter ful 
of Invectives, which I anſwer'd with a Kind of In 
difference, mixing Raillery with my juſter Reſent- 
ments. How that work'd on him I know not ; but 
his Reſervedneſs ever ſince, makes me conclude he 


ſtudies Revenge; and that he takes this Method to 


accomplifh it, by keeping me as much in Igno- 
rance, as he dares, of the Changes and other impor- 
tant Occurrences at the wy/erious Porte. He know 
it wauld be a Crime little leſs than Capital, not to 
write to me at all: Such a wilful Contumacy would 
ſtraight proclaim him a Traitor; ſince, among the 
other Inſtructions which were given him with hi: 
Commiſhon, this Charge was none of the leak 
That he ſhould ſend frequent Intelligence to all the 
Grand Seignior's Agents, whether publick or private, 
in the Courts of Nazarene Princes. He is ſenſible 


That ſuch a manifeſt Contempt of Supreme Authority, 


wou'd abſolutely ruin him. Therefore he goes mort 


Iubtilly to work ; for. he writes, indeed, but ver 


ſeldom: And then, with cunning Artifice, either 
uite conceals, or at leaſt diſguiſes. the moſt con. 


4 Tranſactions, only filling up his Letten 


with trifling Stories, and impertinent Relations, no 
thing to my Purpoſe : Thinking by this Mean 
to bring upon me the Diſpleaſure of the Grandis 
through the Miſtakes I may commit for Want d 
better Advertiſement. 


Be it how it will, I am ſtrangely at a Loſs ſom 
times what to think, or how to write to my Sup! 


riors, or what Sort of Conduct I ſhou'd uſe in thi 
Place, amidſt ſo many various Reports as are cont! 


nually ſpread abroad in Europe concerning * 
I al 
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| fairs of the Seraglio, the ſpining City, and other Parts 
of this Ottoman Empire : Whilſt this K:/ur {till de- 
lays to aſcertain me of any Thing, 
I have been wholly a Stranger, 'till within theſe 
few Days, to the Fate of the Captain Baſſa, who 
was ſtrangled. about a Year ago, for his Cowardiſe 
and ill Conduct againſt the Venetians. Neither knew 
I any Thing of the Adventure and Flight of his 
Sons. I was equally ignorant of the Succeſſion of 
the Baſſa of Buda in this important Command; and 
of many other Changes both by Land and Sea. 

So at preſent here are a thouſand Rumours ſtir- 
ring about one Thing or other in the EH. Some 
ay, that Chaſaein Baſſa is ſtrangled, and that the 
Captain Baſſa is made Vi zier Axem in his ſtead. O 
thers report, That this fr Miniſter was only de- 
pos d from that Supreme Dignity, the Seals being ta- 
ken from him; but that, nevertheleſs, he ſtill con- 
tinues to be General of the Sultan's Forces in Candiga. 
A third Sort affirm, that he intended to turn CIri- 
tian, holding a ſecret Correſpondence with the Pa- 
triarch of ok, wart by whoſe means, and a general 
Revolt of the Greeks, Armenians, and other Chri/ti- 
ans, under the Grand Seignior's Juriſdiction, he 
ſought to betray the Ottoman Blood, and exalt him- 
ſelf to the Empire. 

I am not willing to believe, that ſuch monſtrous 
Perfidy could enter into the Heart of that illuſtri- 
ous Hero; yet know not how to contradict it, for 
Want of true Advice. 

It is reported alſo, That Seignier Apello, the Vene- 
n Bailo, or Refident at the Happy Porte, has kill'd 
himſelf with a Ponyard ; being driven to deſpair 
by his long Confinement, and the cruel Uſage he had . 
1% receiv'd from the Mauſulmans. God knows whether 14 

it be true or no. It wou'd be much to my Satisfaction | 

to have a particular Account of all theſe Things, and 4 
of whatſoever elſe occurs worthy of Notice. For 77 

| D 3, how | 
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how can I diſcharge my Truſt, whilſt I am thus kept 
in the Dark. 

They talk here of a violent Plague that rages in 
Muſcevy, and that above 200000 People have died 


that have been ſwept away in the Provinces of that 
vaſt Empire. Thoſe that really know not them/clver, 
nor are acquainted with their own Nature, will yet 
pretend to penetrate into the Counſels of the Omni- 
potent, and pronounce this as a Judgment on the 
Muſcovites, for the Cruelties they have committed 
in Poland. Doubtleſs, the Methods of Fate are in- 


In the mean while we are plagu'd here with 2 
Crew of Yagabonds, whom they call Gypfies, or 
Egyptians: For they pretend to be deſcended from 
that Place. They ſwarm up and down the Coun- 
try like Caterpillars, devouring the Fruits of the 
Earth. They boaſt of a profound Skill in Palmi/try, 
Phy /iognomy, and other Sciences, cheating People of 
their Money, under the Notion of telling them 
their Fortunes. No Body knows from whence they 
come, or whither they go ; for they are as uncer- 


tain as the Wind; a naſty Generation, and the ve- 


ry Burthen of the Land. If any Creatures be oblig'd 
to them, 'tis the Mice and Rats, with whom they 
ſeem to be in League: For they kill and eat all the I 
Cats they ſeize on. 

Illuſtrious Minifer, I pray Heaven defend thee 
from all Sorts of P/agues and Vernin, but eſpecially 
from Monſters in human Shape. 


Paris, 2675 of the 24 Moon, 
of the Nar 1655. 


LET 


Vol. V. 
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LET T6 XV. 
To the ſame. 


S I amalive, theſe Gyp/fes have enchanted me: 
A. I cannot put 'em out of my Mind. And per- 


E haps it will neither be impertinent nor troubleſome 


to give thee a farther Information of them: 
There are ſeveral Opinions concerning the Origi- 


zal of theſe Vagrants, and they have been thought 
worthy to be-inſerted into Hi/ories. Some ſay, they 
came out of Tartary, or Scythia, and that they firſt 
| appear'd in theſe Parts about the Year 1417, of the 
| Chriſtians Hegi ra. At which time they enter'd into 


Saxony in Troops, having the Paſſport of Sigiſmund, 
King of Hungaria, and Son of Charles IV. They had 


alſo the Recommendations of divers other Princes, 


who look'd upon them as 50% Per/ons, or Prophets. 
For they pretended, that they were commanded by 
Cod to travel over the whole Earth, and not to 
have either Houſes or Lands in their own Poſſeſ- 
ſion : And that this was enjoin'd 'em as a Penance 


to expiate the Sins of their exp; we who inhabit- 


ing Egypt in the Days of Fe/us the Son of Mary, the 
Chriſtian Mz/as, refus'd to entertain that Holy Pro- 


pbet and his Mother, when they fled from the Per- 


ſecution of Herod. 


Others are of Opinion, that they came firſt out 


of Perſia, and are of the Race of thoſe who adore 


the Fire: Being forc'd, once in ſeven Years, to 


make Decimations of their People, and ſend away 
many Caravans, to ſeek their Fortune in foreign 
Countries, Perſia not being able to ſuſtain their 


numerous Progeny. 


A third Sort affirm, That they are the N. of 
a 


the ten Fewiſh Tribes that were carried away 
aves by Se/manaſſar, King of MHria. No Body 
D. 


4 knows - 
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knows for certain what they are, or from whence, 
They are of ſwarthy Complexions, wrapt up in Man. 
tles of Cotton or Wool. They ſpeak ſeven Languages; 
profeſs three Sciences; obey one King or General, 
Who always travels with em. The talians call em 
Cingari, from a Word in their Language, which fig- 
nifies a Kind of Vater-Fotol, that hath no certain 
Neſt, but is forc'd every Night to ſeek a new Lodg- 
ing: For ſo theſe Gypfies rove from Place to Place. 
The Germans cal: them Zingener, from the Word 
Zindel, which is the conſtant Appellative of the 
King of theſe Ramblers ; as Pharaoh was of old a- 
mong the Egyptians, and Cæſar among the Roman,. 
In many Things they reſemble the Tor /akins and Fs. 
guirs of the Ea; boaſting of extraordinary Illumi- 
nations, and a conſtant Familiarity with God: Tho' 
ſome learned Men among the Nazarenes eſteem 'em 
no better than a Crew of Cheats and Hypocrites: 
Even as they do thoſe Oriental Santones ; who, they 
ſay, under the Maſque of an uncommon Holineſs, 
commit a thouſand Villanies. 2 
God beſt knows what Judgment is to be made 
1 either of the one or the other. But theſe Egyptian, 
yt as they call 'em, whether they are really ſuch or 
8 no, have no great Marks of Sanctity, in that they 
1138 are very unclean. They ſeldom or never waſh 
my themſelves, but like the Swine, wallow in all man- 
| ner of Filthineſs, eating prohibited Meats, and hav- 
\ | ing their Women in Common, which are the two 
| Sources of all Impurity. 


| As to the Faguirs of the Eaſt, they are ſtrict Ob- 
ſervers of the Law of Abſtinence and Cleanneſs; 
whether they be Maſſulmans, or the Gentiles of India: vo. 
| And if in other Matters they may be found faulty, 
| "tis very rare: And then they exceed not the Cha- 
1148 rater of Humanity, which thou know'ſt is by Nature 
| } prone to Error, and ſubject to a thouſand Frailties 

I; 

| 

| 

| 

| 


and Overfights. We are all Men, and God does not 
expect 
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expect our Conduct to be that of Angels. His Re- 
poſe is in himſelf ; and if he takes any Complacen- 
cy in the Things of the World, 'tis in beholding 


— — , _ 


latter, may, for ought we know, afford him as much 
Delight, as the moſt celebrated Beauty, Strength, 
Science, and Periormances of Men. For his Power 
and Wiſdom are equally manifeſt. in all Things. 
Every Creature is perfect in its Kind, only a wicked 
Man is a Blot in the Univerſe. 


I 


le 


a- Would'ſt thou know what the Weſtern Nazarenes 
i- WW are moſt buſy about at this Time? "Tis the Election 
0' of a new Pope. He is to be choſen by the College of 
m Cardinals, who are Princes of the Raman Church. They 
s: {Ware all ſhut up in a Place which they call the Con- 
ey De. This is a certain Gallery in the Palace of the 
ſ Vatican at Rome, where every Cardinal has his Cell. 


or Apartment by himſelf, having only two Servants 
de to attend him. The Conclave is ſurrounded by the Ro- 
1, nan Militia, to prevent all Intercourſe by Letters or 
or {other Ways, between thoſe without, and thoſe with- 


ey in. The very Diſhes which are ſerv'd up at the 
aſh Tables of the Cardinals are narrowly ſearch'd, leſt. 
in- Neny Letters ſhould be convey'd in them. The laſt 
av- Foſts from Rome aſſure us, that there were no leſs 


than 66 Cardinals thus ſhut up, when they left that 
City. And there they muſt remain Night and Day, 
without taking the freſh Air, or ſeeing any Body, 
till they have agreed in their Election. There are 
awo Phy/icians, a Surgeon, and an Apothecary, ſhut up 


Ity, Vith 'em to ſerve 'em in Caſe of Sickneſs. 

ha- One of the Conclave is the Cardinal de Retr, 
urt Who eſcaped out of his Priſon in this Kingdom, and 
ties {Pied to Rome for Protection. From whence he {cut 
not IA Letter to the 4rebb:/bops, and other Prelates of 
r D 5 France; 


every Thing act aceording to its Nature. The ex- 
quiſite Form and Symmetry of a Bee, a Spider, or 
2 Piſnire, with the inimitable Architecture of the. 

two former, and the admirable Providence of the 
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France ; which being pronounced a Seditious Libel 


againſt the King and the Government, was, in the MW — 


End of the laſt Moon, burnt publickly by the King's | © 
Order, and all Copies of it prohibited. 

The King has alſo ſent private Inſtructions to 
the Cardinals of his Party at Rome, to keep a ſtrict 
Watch on the Conduct of de Retz, and to oppoſe 
him in all Things. 

Here is nothing but Caballing and Intrigue 2. 
mong theſe 1nfidels : They are good at a Stratagem, 
and know better how to undermine one another, 
than to face their Enemies in the open Field: 
Which is a Character more ſuitable to Women than 
Men. Whereas thou know'ſt, our Heroes in the 
Eaft know no other Way to Honour, Victory, and 
Empire, than by downright Bravery and Reſolu- 
tion, ſubduing all Things by the Force of their 
Arms. But God, when he divided the Nations of 
the Earth, and ſeparated the Sons of Noah, aflign'd 
to every one a different Conſfellation, according to 
whoſe Influence the Genius of each People is diſpo- 
Ted. They all obey the Di#ates of their particular 
Stars, — the Orders of Eternal Deſtiny. 

Therefore, ſage Miniſter, ſince Mars is the Pla. 
#2t of the Sons of Iſnael, and the Aſcendant of the 
Ottoman Empire, there is no need that we ſhould iſ 
turn Apo/tates from the Star of our better Fortunt, 
to court the G/ances of Mercury, who is only the 
Guardian of Knaves and Cheats. 


Paris, 26th of the 2d Moon, 
of the Year 1655. 


The End of the Firſt Book. 
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LETTER I. 


To Cara Hali, Phyſician zo the Grand 4 
Seignior. I 


much Freedom as I could to Egri Boinou, 
(on whom reſt the Favours of God ;) or as I 
he can now to Gnet Oglou, to my Brother 
eli Hali, or to any of my familiar Friends. But 
vhen I conſider the eminent Station thou poſſeſſeſt, 
in that the Health and Life of the Mighty Emperor 1:2 
I now committed to thy Skill and Care, 1 many BY 
times at a Stand how to addreſs my ſelf. Methinks 
thou art tinctur'd with the Majeſiy of that Perſon- - 
ge, whoſe Hand thou ſo often haſt the Honour to 
touch, when requir'd to diſcover, by the Beating 
df his Pulſe, the interior Maladies which afflict his } 
Pal Soul, Yet I know thou ſtill retaineſt thy Hu- 4 
| 26 manity, 


the | Ormerly I could have writ to thee with as qi 
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manity, and wilt not deſpiſe thoſe whom thou hat 
once thought worthy of Friendſhip. 

Suffer me then to converſe with a philoſophiciÞ 
Freedom, that is, in an Addreſs void of Formalitic | 
and Reſerves. ö 

I know it is of no Import, whether Mahmut be 
ſick or well, provided the Grand Seignior be ſervd 
What ſignify the languiſhing Pains, or more acute 
Agonies of a Slave, fo long as he is able to cary 
on his Ma/ter's Intereſt ? We are not born for out 
ſelves only, but by the very Condition of our V 
ture, are obliged to conſecrate our Lives to the 
Service of others. *Tis a reciprocal Debt, from 
which no Mortal is free. Every Man owes ſome: 
thing to his Relations, more to his Friends, but moi 
of all to the Publick. 

Therefore I make no Complaints of my Lot, nat 
murmur at the Will of Deftiny. I accuſe not the 
Stars of my Nativity, nor tax em with unkindly 4: 
Fes : But 4m contented with my Fortune, be it good 
or bad, and reſign'd to the Pleaſure of Heaven. 

As Nature has fram'd my Body infirm and weak, 
fubje to a thouſand Maladies ; ſo is my Mind all 
harraſs'd with Diſtempers which have no Number 
But above all, I labour under a Kind of intellectul 
Fever, a perpetual Thirſt of Knowledge, which al 
the Books and Converſe in the World cannot ſatis, 
There is no End of my Doubts and Seruples. Ever 
Thing appears to me as ambiguous as the Anſwers d 
the + on Oracle: Nay, I am a perfect Riddle u 
my ſelf. 

Tell me, dear Hali, how I ſhould cure this Dro 
of the Mind, and I will not trouble thee with the 
inconſiderable Diſeaſes of my Body. I have a hig 
Opinion of you Phyficians - And ſhall put more 


Confidence in thy Advice, than in the S of the 

Mufti. Conceal not thy Art from Mabmut, widg ** 

admires thee with a Reſpect cqual to that which A = 
PH 
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pays to the Memoirs of Awvicen, 4! Razi, Helal, 


and the reſt of thoſe excellent Phyſicians, mention- 
ed in our Arabian Hiſtories. 


And now theſe Ornaments of our Nation are 


come into my Mind, permit them to divert me 
from ſaying or thinking any more of my Self at 


preſent: For it will be better to turn the Diſcourſe 


to ſuch illuſtrious Themes. At worſt, it will be 
but an innocent Digreſſion. 


In peruſing the Lives of thoſe famous Men, 1 
meet with ſome Paſſages which are very delightful. 


Perhaps thou haſt ſeen the ſame. Yet 'twill do thee 


no hurt, to call them again to thy Remembrance. 
T have read in a certain Manuſcript, pen'd by [bra- 


bim the Son of Helal, a renown'd Phyſician at Bag- 


dat, this Memoir of his Father. © On a certain Day, 
e ſays he, that my Father had adminiſtred Phy- 
e fick to the Emperor Tu an, for which he was pre- 
« ſented with a Royal Veſt, rewarded with Five 
« Thouſand Piaſtres, and by the Emperor's Com-- 
“ mand was carried through the Streets in State; 1 
© obſerv'd that he was penſive amidſt all thoſe Ho- 
* nours, and troubled in Mind, when I thought he 
© had greateſt Reaſon to rejoice. Therefore I ſaid 
* to him, My Father, how came it to paſs, that you 
« are thus dejected, at a Time when all the World ex- 
% pets to ſee you diſſolv'd in Pleaſure ? He anſwer'd, 
Son, he that has beſtow'd theſe Honours on me is a 
Fool, and does things prepoſterouſly tui thout Reaſon. 
* And therefore I cannot rejoice at theſe untimely Fa- 
* pours he has ſhewed me, being ſenſible they are not 
% the Effects of his Fudgment, but of his Ignorance. 
* gave him a Cathartick Potion which worked ſo 


% ftrongly with him, that it excoriated his Bowels, and 


* brought forth Blood. So that I was fored to uſe a 

* different Method, both to remove his Diſtemper, and 

* ſtop the violent Flux. In the mean while, he igno- 
8 

« rantly believing, that the voiding of ſo much Bloc, 


Prez 
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« frotur'd him the preſent Eaſe and Health he feel;, f 


* therefore order d theſe Honours to be done me which Wa 


« thou ſeeft. Now that which ſaddens me is my Fear, 
& left ſore time or other he may thro" his Tenorance 
commit as great an Error on the contrary Side, and 
« ſuſpeFt that I have done him an Injury, when thert 
« ts no Ground for it, and ſo put me to Death.” 

Tell me, my Friend, had not this Phyſician Res- 
ſon for his Behaviour and Words? He was a Man 
of great Abilities, accompliſh'd with divers Scien- 
ces, and in high Eſteem with the Princes and M. 
bles of Arabia. 

It were worth thy Pains to peruſe frequently 
the Life of Avicen, written by himſelf, wherein 
thou wilt behold the Methods he us'd to acquire a 
profound Skill in the Sciences: How he was at firſt 
puzzled in the Metaphyficks, and was almoſt driven 
to Deſpair, till a Dream unfolded to him whatſo. 
ever was difficult. When he was at a Loſs in any 
Diſquiſition, he us'd to frequent the Maſues, and 
pour forth devout and fervent Oraiſons to the Souret 
of Intellectual Lights, till the Thing was manifeſted 
to him. He ſate up late at Nights, having a Lamp 
perpetually burning in his Chamber, applying 
himſelf attentively to Books and Contemplation. 
This was his Courſe, 'till he was conſummate in all 
the Liberal Sciences, which was in the eighteenth 
Year of his Age. 

But of all the Phyſicians whoſe Names adorn our 
Hiſtory, none ſeems comparable to Thabet Eb Abra- 
him, for his Skill in exactly indicating the Cauſes of 
a Diſſemper by the different Meaſures of the Pulſe. 
Abul Pharai, his Cotemporary and Friend, writes 
thus of him; On a certain Day, ſays he, when I was 
« with Thabet Eb'nAbrahim of Harrain, in the Houſe 
d of Abu Mohammed the Vizir, Abu Adalla EbUO“-I 
« Hejai the Poet being there alſo, reach'd forth his 
Hand to Thadet, deſiring him to feel his Ay, 

_ 9 
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ls, To whom the Phyſcian forthwith reply'd, Thou 
ich haſt us'd a groſs Diet, and been intemperate ineating- 
r, ſour Milk with Veal. The other anſwering, that i 
nt W# was true, and all the Company admiring ; Ab 
nd « Abbas the Aſtrologer alſo reach'd forth his Hand. 
ere But when abet had felt his Pulſe, Thou, ſaid he, 
# haſt committed au Exceſs in taking too much of cold 
ea- W# Things; for, as I judge, thou haſt eat about eleven 
an WW Pomegrana'es. Immediately Ab, Abbas cried 
en out, This is a Prophet certainly, and more than 4 
Vo- * for he ſpeaks the Truth to a Titthe. Ev'ry 
Body was aſtoniſh'd at his wond'rous Knowledge, 
tly and I more than all the reſt. Wherefore, when 
ein I had him alone, I ſaid, My dear Thabet, The Stu- 
: 4 WW dy Phyſicł is common to us both; therefore hide 
ut nothing from me, but diſcover freely by what Art 
en WW you were able to tell, that the Poet eat ſour Milk 
ſo. WW with Veal, and not as with Beef or Mutton ; and 
ny WW that the Aſtrologer eat no more nor leſs than ele- 
nd . ven Pomegranates. He anſwer'd, My Mind ſuggeſ- 
ria ted t his to me, and prompted my Tongue to utter it. 
ted Then I deſir'd him to ſhew me the Scheme of his 
mp WW Nativity: which he did at his own Houſe. And 
ng WW conſidering it attentively, I obſerv'd, That the 
on. Planet Jupiter was Lord of the Heroſcope. Then 
all , faid to him, *'7is this ſpeaks, my dear Friend, 
nth . not you, ſo often as you make theſe fortunate Con- 
* jeftures.” Thus far 4bul Pharai. 
dur God knows, whether the Stars have any ſuch Influ- 
ra- Pie on Men in their Birth, or no. I am not very 
; of Feredulous in this Point. Nor can the Authority of 
he Ancients, or the Character of the Perſan and 
baldean Magi captivate my Mind in an implicit 
Faith of Things ſo liable to Doubt. Who knows 
what the Stars are made of, or for what Ends they 
are created ? Yet I muſt own, that ſome Men ſeem 
his Fo be born with inherent Faculties, which others 
1 a never acquire with all the Art and Induſtry * 
9 5 © 
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the World. One Man is of a poetick Conſtitution' 
Another is genia/ly inclin'd to Phyſict; A Third ex- 
cels in Mcchanicks : Every Man has his peculiar Gift 

And yet, perhaps, all this while, the Stars have no- 
thing to do in the Matter. However, if there be 
any Truth in A/ro/ogy, the Perfans, Chaldzan, ® 
Arabians and Indians, ſeem to be the only Men of MN 
all Nations, conſtellated to underſtand this Scieng if 
perfectly. One knows not what to think, amidi 
ſo many Appearances of Truth and Falſhood. Not Min i 
can our Thoughts be of any great Import, be it how 
it will in theſe /peculative Matters. At the Day of 
Judgment, we ſhall not be ask'd, what Proficiency 
we have made in Logick, Metaphyſicks, Aftronomy, 
or any other Science; but, whether we have lived 
according to our Nature, as Men endu'd with M. 
rality and 9 6 In that Hour it will more avail n 
us, that we have thrown a handful of Flower in 
Charity to a Neſt of contemptible P:/mires, than 
that we could muſter all the Hos of Heaven, and 
call every Star by its proper Name. For then the 
Conſtellations themſelves ſhall diſappear 3 the Su 
and Mzox ſhall give no more Light, and all the 
Frame of Nature ſhall vaniſh: But our good and bad 
Works ſhall remain for ever, recorded in the A7. 
chives of Eternity. 

If from this Manner of Writing thou ſhalt con. 
jecture I am melancholy, and wilt alſo reveal the 
Cauſes and Remedy of this Difemper, thou ſhalt 
be more to me than a Thouſand Apicen's, Helal's, 
Thabet's or all the Phy/icians and Aſtrologers of the 
Eaſt. For theſe Kind of Thoughts are mournfula 
the Shadow of Death. 


Paris, 23d of the 4th Moon, 
of the Near 1655. 


LET 
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LETTER IL. 
To Afis, Baſſa. 


Inounced not long ago on a poor fellow-for killing a 


Deer. Yet, becauſe there is ſomething very ſingular 
(or Wn it, I will relate the whole Paſſage, as I receiv'd it 
ow from Nathan Ben Saddi, the Few at Vienna. 
el In the Moon of Cheuvul, a certain Citizen of 


Wirtemburg was accuſed before the Elector, for 
unting in his Foreſt, and-killing one of his Deer. 
The Dake, in a rage, commanded him to be ſet 
pon a Sag, his Hands chain'd to the Horns, and 
is Feet under the Belly of the Beaſt ; ordering, that 
in he Stag with this Burthen ſhould be let looſe to 
han un whither he would. The poor frightened Stag 
and Wot being accuſtom?d- to ſuch a Load, and terrified 
thehheith the-rattling of the Chains, ran away full ſpeed 
ver Hills and Dales, thro* thickets of Briars and 
horns, never ſtopping till he had meaſur'd above 
ree and thirty German Leagues; and then tir'd 
rich ſo vaſt a Race, he fell down. At which in- 
tant, a Caravan was coming by that Place out 


-on-Whf Sileſia. | 
the The poor Wretch on the Back of the Stag, almoſt 


ead with the Pains he had undergone, in ſo conti- 
u'd and violent a Motion, being alſo ſorely bruiſed, 
d his Fleſh torn and mangled by the Boughs of 


y'd aloud to the Caravan, begging that ſome of 
nem would in Mercy diſpatch him out of his Tor- 
ents. But they, either for fear of the Daze's Diſ- 
leaſure, or for other Reaſons, refuſed him this Kind- 
els. So that after the Stag had reſted a while, and 
* cover'd new Spirits, he began a freſh Career f 
. an 


Know not whether thou wilt praiſe or condemn. 
che Sentence, which the Elector of Saxony pro- 


rees, as the Stag ruſhed through thick Woods, 


£ 
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#t 
* 
1 
„ 


66 LETTERS Writby Vol. V. INV. 


and never ceas'd running, till he arrived at a certain Nthe 
Monaſtery or Convent of Religious, where he beat 
againſt the Gate with his Horns, till ſome of the 
Derviſes open'd it, and let him in. They aftoniſh- 
ed to ſee a Man thus pinion'd to a Stag, his Face, 
Arms, Legs, and all his Body covered with Blood, 
and himſelf ready to expire, immediately brought 
him Cordials and other Refreſhments, whilſt ſome 
were employ'd in looſing his Chains. But being in- 
form'd by his own Mouth, how he came into this 
condition, they began to think of turning him looſe 
again, for fear of the Duke's Anger. However, ſat- 
fering themſelves to be overcome by the Importu- 
nity of the miſerable Man, and relying on their Ec. 
eleſiaſtick Privileges, (for here in the Veſt the Con- 
vents are generally allowed Sanctuaries for all Sorts 
of Offenders,) they took him into their Protect. 
on: But he expir'd that Night. | 

It is hard to determine, whether, the De, or theſe 
Dervi/es, were in the Right or Wrong: The French, 
who of late have by a Faſnion learn d: to grow ob 
durate, juſtify the Proceedings of this Prince; fay- 
ing, that Pity is a Paſſion fit only for Women, Chil- 
dren and Fools. They eſteem it a Mark of a great 
Spirit, a Mind capable of Empire, not to be moved 
with the Sighs or Tears of the Miſerable 3 but to 
frown or laugh at the Misfortunes of others. This, 
they ſay, is the only Method to harden; Men for 
War, Conqueſts and Plunder; where the Victon 
are to cut their way to Honour and Riches thro 
the Hearts of the vanquiſhed, to quench the ardent 
Thirſt of Glory with human Blood, and to cele- 
brate their Triumphs only in the midſt of horrid 
Maſſacres and Funerals. 

Tis true, theſe Principles and Actions are allow - 
able in Men of the Sword, when they fight the Bat 
tles of their King and Country in Heat of Blood. Bu 


Clemency and Compaſſion are Virtues becoming 
t 
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the greateſt Prince, or moſt valiant General, when 
their Enemies are reduced by the Fortune of War 
to kiſs the Duſt of their Feet, and beg for Mercy: 
Or, when in Time of Peace, their Subjects fall into a 


© Crime which may admit Indulgence. Certain'y 
„ theſe Veſtern Infidels have wrong Notions of Hu- 
ht manity, in aſſerking, That Cruelty is either a Sign 
ne of a noble Nature, or a Step to true Happineſs: 
0 Since the moſt hHard-hearted Tyrant, one time or 
i 


ther, will have need of Compaſlion himſelf ; eſpe- 
ally in Sickneſs and the Agonies of Death, which 
al. perhaps prove more tormenting to him, than to the 
tu- WMerciful and Generous. It is recorded. of Al Hejai 
Ee. Nn Heſha'm a famous Arabian Captain, that when 
01-Wn a Malignant Fever he call'd for Water to drink, 
and it was deny'd him by the Phyſicians, who had 
are of his Health: Ir is enough, ſaid he, Rueno ddaula 

e my Lieutenant, to whom I forgave three Treaſons, 


ele en ho died a natural Death, has refreſhed me at 
nc bis minute with a Liguor unknown : Sure 'tis the Wine 
ob Paradiſe. And from that moment he began tao 
fay- ecover his Health, after which he liv'd man 
al. Wears, often rehearſing this Paſſage amongſt his fa- 
rea Bniliar Friends to his laſt Day. 


But the Znfidels are either ignorant of theſe Exam- 
ples, or if they know em, Pride will not ſuffer em 


his to learn Morality and Juſtice. They are deſtin'd, 
1 forthe greateſt Part, to be incredulous to the Day of 
= Judgment. How many Prophets has God ſent into all 
thro 


ations, to teach them the right Way, and not the 
ay of ſuch with whom he is diſpleas'd ! yet they 
ill not be converted; They look on the Apoſtles 
ind Me/engers of the Eternal, with the Eyes of 
wine ; they grunt under the burthen of their Sen- 
Hality, and like thoſe filthy Animals, return to their 
Ire again. Yet that ſuperlatively Merciful winks 
it their Frailties, and viſits them with his Graces eve- 
Morning. But they put their Fingers in their 


Ears. 


1 
#4 
1 


1 
— 
— 


— 


£8 LETTERS Mit by Vol. V. V. 


Ears, and turn away in diſdain, as from a Beggar, M4; 
They reject the King of all Things, as a Fugitive and 
Vagabond on Earth. | | 

From that deleQable E/#nce, the Odour of whoſe 
Sweetneſs is diffus'd through the EJements, and te. 
freſhes the Minds of the True Faithful, let us by 
continual Devotion and Virtue attract divine Tinc- 
tures, till our Hearts be all transform'd into Iucenſt, 
and in this aromatick Pile, our Souls expire like the 
Phenix, to revive again in the Joys of Paradiſe, in 
Amours which know no End. 


Paris, 8th of the 5th Moon, 
of the Near 1655. 


— nm 


— — 


LETTER Ul. 
20 Nathan Ben Saddi, a Jew at Vienna, 


1 Wonder at nothing: Much leſs, at the extravr 
gant Caprices of Tyrants. Methinks, there ap 
Pears no Novelty in modern Tranſactions: The) 
are but a Repetition of antient Practices, under new 
Forms. Of all the Events of this Age, not one hu Ar 
come to my Knowledge which gives me a Surprize. cor 
Yet I muſt confeſs, there is ſomething very ſing Ov 
lar in the Puniſhment the Duke of Saxony inflicted Rig 
as thy Letter tells me, on the poor Deer-ſtealer. i - 
And, if it be juſt to put a Man to Death on ſuch Jul 
an account, as the Indians hold, the Duke ſeem car 
very ingenious and accurate, in the Choice he made put 
„of an Executioner. 8 M: 
The antient Romans had a Law which they call« an 
Lex Talionis; which in all Criminal Caſes appointed def 
the Puniſhment to be in ſome Circumſtances ade. det 
quate to the Fault. And thou know'ſt, Me/es you! the 
Law-giver left much the ſame Statutes : requiring ple 


the Loſs of the Eye of him, who had put A ver 
lan 
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ar. Rlan's out; a Tooth for a Tooth, an Arm for an 
nd Arm, and fo proportionably of other Injuries. But 
this Prince ſeems to have made a Supplement, where 
Ether: Laws appear'd ſhort ; and has ſhew'd a moſt 
exquiſite Niceneſs of Revenge in the Deſtiny of the 
by Wunfortunate Huntſman, to cauſe a Stag to be, in fo 
nc- Wpeculiar a manner, the Inſtrument of his Death, who 
n/e, had villaniouſly murther'd one of the ſame Species: 
thc Wdoubtleſs, it was a Princely Freak of Juſtice : And 
, 0 had it been done purely to avenge the Blood of the 
ſlaughter'd Beaſt, and not in vindication of his own 
Right, I cou'd not forbear to pronounce it a Fro- 
lick worthy of a Hero. But he himſelf is frequently 
guilty of the ſame kind of Murther, as are moſt of 
be great Men in Europe; whoſe Tables are no other 
than the Altars of Gluttony, ſmoaking with Fleſh 
and Blood, whilſt Hecatombs of Animals are there 
11a. {fecrific'd to voracious Appetites, the Idali of theſe 
Meſtern People. 
avi Methinks therefore, it kad been more generous 
ap- and becoming a Prince, to pardon the poor Fellow a 


They Theft, which perhaps was the only Method he had 


neu to preſerve Him/e/f and his Family from ſtarving : 
e hu And, for ought I know, he had as much Right, ac- 
rize.Wcording to the Law of Nature, to kill a Stag, as the 
ng; Owner has. But there is no Talk to be made of 
Red Right or Wrong, where Power over: rules all. 
zaler India is at preſent the only publick Theatre of 
ſuch Juſtice toward all living Creatures. There it is a 
eemi capital Crime to ſhed the Blood of any Animal, and 
made puniſh'd with Death no leſs than the Murther of a 
Man. The Princes and Nobles indeed incloſe Deer, 
call {Wand other innocent Creatures in Parks, not with a 
intel deſign to prey upon them at their Pleaſure, but to 
ade: defend 'em from the Violence of others; whilſt 
your thoſe happy Animals range and feed where they 
liring Pleaſe within thoſe Pales, free from Peril, and ne- 
other ver fearing any other Death, ſave what they pay to 
Man' Na ture, 
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Nature, when they have ſpun out the accuſtom 
Term of their Life. They alſo build Hoſpitals for, 
like purpoſe ; and are at a great Charge every Ven 
to redeem a certain number of Oxen and Cœws fron 
Slaughter : For they eſteem it a barbarous and in 
human Cruelty to murther thoſe Creatures whid 
are the Nurſes of our Lite. 

The Law of Mo/es, if I miſtake not, obliges ally 
thy Nation to certain ſpecific Tenderneſſes u 
wards the dumb Animals. And Eez/a the Prophet, 
Man of no obſcure Extract, but of a noted Ra 
among the Hebrews, ſays, He that killeth an Ox, ii 
ef he flew a Man; and he that ſacrificeth a Lamb, « 
if he beheaded a Dog. And in another Place, th 
fame Prophet ſays, in the Perſon of God, To wh 
purpoſe is the Multitude of your Sacrifices to me? 11 
offended with the Smoak of your Burnt-offerings, au 
. age with the Smell of broiled Fat. I take nut 
light inthe Blood of Bulls, Lambs or Goats. Who hat! 
required thoſe Things at your Hands ? Bring no mir 
ain Obl/ations, which my Soul hatetb. 

By theſe Expreſſions, one would think the Pr: 
pbet brings in God, denying that ever he command 
ed any ſuch Sacrifice or Shedding of Blood, and 
proteſting againſt it as an Abomination. Whe 


under the Name of Moſes? For in them thel 
bloody Victims are expreſly enjoined ; God cannot be 
contradictory to himſelf. Doubtleſs, a great Pat 
of the true Law which God gave to Moſes was lol 
in the former Captivities of your Nation, when you 
Cities and Provinces were quite diſpeopled, you! 


Eaſt, and your choiceſt Memoirs aboliſh'd. So that 
what remains now, is only a Collection of Fragments 
patch'd up by E/aras, and other induſtrious $crib;, 
to which they gave the ſpecious Title of the Law 0 
Maſes, that ſo they might faſten the wavering * 
1 Pie 
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ple in obedience to ſomething, tho' of their own 


om 

for Wdeviſing. 

ven Nathan, I do not go about to ſeduce thee ; exa- 
fret mine all Things. Believe neither me nor thy own 
du Nalbi'e, but truſt only thy Reaſon, which will 
hid tand by thee at the Day of Judgment, when all 


Things elſe ſhall fail. 


paris, 87% of the 5th Moon, 
het, of the Year 1655. 


—— . 


* nen e e 

To Dgebe Nafir, Baſſa. 8 
74 
WW. Heſe Nazarenes, like the Followers of the Pre- 
nodt phet, are divided into innumerable Ses; and 


ao tis in all Religions; Men cannot think alike ; Na- 
zre itſelf delights in Variety. God has diverſify'd 
he Faculties of our Sguls, as he has the Conſtitutions 
pf our Bodies. The Zealot is ſubje to Choler, the 
Bigot to Melancholy, the Libertine is of a ſanguine 
-omplexion; and as for the reſt, they are but ſo 


TherfWnany walking, ſpeaking Lumps of Ph/zgm, This is 
h coffee pLy/ical Diviſion of Mertals; under which are 


omprehended the various Tempers which reſult 


ot beſWrom the different Mixture of theſe four Radical 
- PatfſWrinciples. And for this we muſt thank Galen and 
„ Jop pocrates. 


But if we conſult the 4fro/ogers, they will af- 
gn as many different Humours and Complexions as 
f theſWihere be Stars in the Heaven, at leaſt, as there be 
 thafſ0re7/arions. They'll tell ye . f the Bull and the 
bear, and God knows what heavenly Stories. The 
Dragon ſhall ſpit Venom on one Man's Nativity, 
out of his Mouth; and give another a poiſonous 
ok with his Tail, If we believe all they ſay, there is 
not 
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not an Herb in the Field but has its 2 fa 


Star, whoſe Influence cauſes it to grow and proſper; ap 
tho' Moſes tells us, that the Yegetables appear'd a to 
the Earth, even before the Stars themſelves hu C. 
their Exiſtence in the Heaven. th 

But, whether there be any Truth in 4/ro/ogy, ut 
no, this is certain, that Men differ in their Sent 
ments of Religion, as they do in their Faces. Th 
Phy/iognomy of Faith is infinitely various. One Mu Di 
delieves in Moſes, another in Feſus the Son of Mar, 
a third in Mahomet our Holy Law-giver. Then thek 
are ſubdivided into innumerable Parties. 'The Jem 
have ſeventy eminent Religious Factions. Then 
are number'd Seventy and one Sects of Chriſtian; ger 
and Seventy two of My/ſſu/mans. Theſe are all x 
odds about Words and exterior Ceremonies ; fo zen 
lous for Charity and Peace, that they are in per 
petual Wars for its ſake, murthering one anothe 
in the Love of Love: And ſuch ſtout Champion 
for the Truth, that they ſcruple not to tell ten thow 
ſand Lies in its Defence. 

The Differences between the Greek and Armenia 
Nazarenes, the Neſtorians and Facobites, with other 
82s of the Eaſt, are not unknown to the Miniſter 
of the Porte. But perhaps thou art a Stranger to 
the new Schi/ms of the Weſt. 

The moſt eminent Divifgon of Chriſtendom at thi 
time, is into Catholicks and ve 5e The forme 
obey the Roman Mufti, and boaſt of an uninterrupt 
ed Series of Caliphs from Peter the Vicar of the Mi 


fins, down to the preſent Pope. The latter are th th 
Followers of Luther and Calvin, Men who pretend rie 


ed to certain new Lights, and claim'd a Right 
to reform the Errors of their Fathers, in Matter 
of Faith and Worſhip. God beſt knows who's 1 
the Right or Wrong of theſe two Parties : But 
they have always been at Daggers-drawing in de. 
fence of their ſeveral Tenets; perſecuting my mal 

acnn 
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facring one another for Con/cience-ſake. Both Sides 
appeal to the toritten Law, to apoſtolical Traditions, 
to the Teſimony of the Ancients, the Decrees of 
Councils, and the Practice of thoſe whom they call 
the Primitive Church. Yet neither Part will allow 
the other a ſufficient Judgment to interpret thoſe 
Memoirs of Antiquity, nor an authentick Power to 


The decide Controverſies of this Nature. Thus their 
Mu Diſputes are like to laſt till the na Day of Deci- 
an Won, when all human Quarrels ſhall be determin'd 
helefbefore the Grand Tribunal. 


In the mean Time they take all Advantages to 
xecute their Spight and Malice on each other, un-: 
ler the Notion of Juſtice and Piety. We are dai- 
y alarm'd here with tragical Relations of horri& 
ze lurthers and Butcheries committed on the Proteſ- 


pe. of Piedmont, and other Parts under the Duke 
oth! Savoy. Whilſt ſome ſay, that all theſe Reports 
piowMWre falſe, and the Sufferings of thoſe People are, 
thouMecording to Law, the due Puniſhment of their 


thellious Actions. 

It is not in my Power to adjuſt their Differen- 
es; nor is it material to a Muſſulman, which of 
em has the Law on their Side. Yet if I were 
clin'd to take any Part, it ſhould be that of the 
Jppreſſed. Cruelty I abhor; and our holy Pro- 
het has forbid Force to be us'd in Matters of Re- 
pon, 55 the Conſcience is reſponſible to none 
t God. 
May that God, from whoſe Unity have ſprung 
the different Eſſences in the World, and all the 
ety in Nature, give us Grace to love the whole 
eation, and nat to ſhed Blood, unleſs in the + 
ed Combat. | 
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1s, 13th of the 6th Moen, 
of the Vear 1655. 
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LETTER V. w 
To William Voſpel, a Recluſe of Þ;. 


Auſtria. 


Had concluded thee dead, till thy Letter cert 
fy'd me to the contrary. So long a Silen 
between Friends, wou'd put any Man upon the ſam 
Thoughts. Ten Years have ſlipt away between n 
laſt to thee, and thy Anſwer. I hope thou d 
not meaſure Time after the Rate of the Seven $1: 
ert. Perhaps thou haſt been enjoin'd a ten Yeu 
Silence and Abſtinence from all manner of Cone 
ſation, by the Superior of thy Convent. Such Ser 
rities are not uncommon in Religious Societies, wh 
the main Buſineſs is to acquire Perfection. Tine: 
Armenian Monaſteries are much more rigid, whe 
-but for one extravagant Word, I have known 
Man's Tongue lock'd up for the Space of two 
twenty Years, under Pain of Excommunication; ! 
then releas'd, only for the Sake of a moſt figniha 
Jeſt put on the Patriarch in mute Signs. Wit 
and a Way to vent it ſelf, tho? it be at the Fing 
Ends. And, for ought I know, thou haſt obliy 
the Abbot to take off thy Cenſure by the like! 
thod. There was abundance of Satyr in the 9 
ſannation of the antient Romans; and no leſs Ri 
rick in the Shrug or Grimace of the modern 1% 
ans. The Mimicks of Scaramouchi are a perfect I 
poon; and Harlequin is Burleſque all over. 
Thou know'ſt I always entertain thee with © 
frivolous Diſcourſe or other to divert thy 
lancholy ; and thy own Letters give me Ene 
ragement. They ſeem to be writ in a ple 
Humour. But, tell me, have I gueſs'd right 
the Cauſe of fo tedious a Reſervedneſs, or MPlows 


Haſt thou been forced all this while to ſpeak “ 
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thy Hands, Feet, Noſe, and the emphatic Motions 
of thy Head and Eyes? If it were fo, I fancy thou 
wert excellent Company among thy grave flegma- 


Language of the Beaſts, who by curvetting, creep- 
ing, leaping, frisking their Tails, and other Poſ- 
tures, expreſs their various Paſhons, Deſires, and 
Neceſſities, as intelligibly to thoſe who are us'd to 
them, as we can do by the moſt elegant Addreſſes 
in Words. 

But to be ſerious: If for the ſake of Virtue this 
Penance be impos'd on thee by him who preſides over 
thy Convent, or thou haſt voluntarily undertaken 
ſo difficult a Part of Self-denial on the Score of 
Philoſophy or Religion, thou haſt approv'd thy ſelf 
viſe and brave in not flinching. A Coward in re- 
igious Matters is as deſpicable as in the Engage- 
ments of the World. Tis honourable to face 'Temp- 
ations, and come off with Victory. 

As for what thou deſireſt to know, concerning 
the Sepulchre of King Childeric, it is eſteem'd a Piece 


7 3 f great Antiquity, in regard he was the fourth Mo- 
nifch arch of France. He reign'd over the Gauls or Franks 
Vit n the Year 458, Severus being Emperor of Rome, 
FingW-verinus and Degalaiphus, Conſuls. Yet in little 
obliWnore than three Years he was depos'd and baniſh'd 
ke his Subjects, whilſt one Ægidius a Roman was 


rown'd in his ſtead. Neither did this Man pleaſe 
he People ſo well, but that after ſome Experience 
ff his Oppreflion, Avarice and other Vices, they 
xpell'd him alſo, and recall'd their lawful Sove- 
eign. For Ægidius had vex'd them with unrea- 
onable "Taxes, fleecing them of many Millions, 
hich he privately ſent out of the Kingdom, dit- 
Woling of this vaſt Treaſure at Rome, and among 
is Friends in other Parts, as a Support againſt fu- 
ure Contingencies : For he look'd for ſome Back- 
vows of Faze. Childeric therefore being reſtor'd to 
2 his 


tick Brethren, and in a fair Way to underſtand the 
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his Crown, enjoy'd it 'till his Death, which was in! 
the Year 484. After whom ſucceeded in the King. 
dom, Clodoræus the Great, who was the firſt French 
King that embrac'd Chri/tianity. 

The Time when Chi/deric's Tomb was firſt diſco. 
ver'd, was about two Years ago, when the Cathe. 
dral of Tournay wanted Reparation. For as the La 
bourers were digging up the old Charnel-Houſe, they 
encounter'd a long Stone; which giving 'em ſome 


fatigue, they broke in Pieces, and found under it Men 
the entire Skte/eton of a Mar lying at length, with {Wer 
abundance of Greek Medals of Gold, and ſome other Mo 
Curioſities of the ſame Metal, among which was ain 
Ring with this Motto: | his 
0 

SIGILLUM CHILDERICT REGIS 
Dy 

All theſe Religues were at firſt poſſeſs'd by the C. / 
non, of that Church, where they were found: Ohe 
whom they were begg'd by the A c- Duke of Ahe 
Fria, who has them in his Cuſtody. There fort Y 
thoſe who told thee they are in the King ofant 
France's Hands were miſinform'd themſelves, free 
deſign'd to abuſe thee. For this cannot be ſup he 
pos'd, during the preſent Wars between France au ou 
Spain: When they are more ready on both Sideems, 
to plunder one another, than to grant Civilities dirur 
this obliging Nature. ee, 
I perceive thou art grown a great Antiquary d if 


and therefore, in token of my Eſteem, I have ſentWnly 
thee a Cabinet of ſuch old Things as I have ſcrap! 
together in my Travels, and during my RefidenceWaris, 
in this City. 

The Agates which you will find in the «pper- 
moſt Drawer, may eaſily be dated by their Figures 
which are all after the Faſhion of Gentife Rom. 
As for the Shells in the Second, I leave 'em to ti 


own Judgment s only this I will fay, that th& 
| 1 
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are not common. The Third contains a Miſcellany 
of ſeveral Fntigues. The Knives were us'd by the 
Lantient Romifh Prieſts in their Sacrifices. The Weights 


are at leaſt twelve hundred Years old, by the Pa- 


Irallels which I have ſeen in the King's Library. The 
[Rings are alſo of the Parthian Make: And the Ar- 
row to which they are faſten'd, retains its oriental 


enom to this Hour; as thou wilt find by trying it 


on any Animal that deſerves it. But, after all, the 


erm Drawer contains nothing but Counter /tits. 
For thoſe Medals are the Work of Parmezan, the 
fineſt Graver in the World. If thou knowelt not 


his Character, I'll tell thee in a Word; he was fa- 


ous for imitating ſo exactly the moſt ancient Afe- 
als, that the Tranſcripts could not be diſcern'd, even 
by the moſt skilful Artiſts, from the Originals. 

Accept theſe with the ſame good Will as I did, 
rhen they were preſented to me, and tell me 
rherein elſe I can gratify thy Wiſhes. 

You Monafticks are infinitely happy in the Ad- 
antages of Retirement and Tranquillity. You are 
ree from the Cares which moleit other Mortals. 
The Bell rings you to Prayers, and to your Repa/?. 
ou have nothing elſe to regard, but your Con- 
emplations and Studies. Many great Lights have 


rung from your various Orders. And T'll tell 


ee, Father William, the World will be diſappoint- 
d if thou ſhould'ſt prove a Dar- Lantborn, and 
nly be wiſe for thy (elf. 


als, 25th of the 6th Moon, 
of the Year 1655. 


E 3 LE T- 
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LETTER VI. fi 
To the moſf Illuſtrious and Invincible Viz g 
Azem, at the Porte. E 


V the Sound which the Sun makes at his go or 
ing down, I ſwear I was not miſtaken in th m 
{aea J had of thy Generoſity. And the Diſpatciif ry 
with which thou haſt honour'd the Sv e , Manu 7: 
confirms me in a perfect Security of thy Favour ani 
Protection. ha 
I ſhall, with exquiſite Diligence, obey thy Order: 
But it cannot be attempted without vaſt Sums d 
Money. And if I may be thought worthy to gir 
Advice to my Superiors, the moſt effectual Way 
accompliſh this, will be by ſending one of the pri 
sipal Minifters to this Court, with a ſplendid Embafy 
for this young King expects very honourable Ac 
dreſſes from all that ſeek his more intimate Frien 
ſhip : Therefore a Chiaus wou'd be lighted on ſud 
an Occaſion, and marr all the Defign. I wo 


counſel, That ſome Body be ſent who perfil I 
underſtands the Genius of the French, and the pi Cor 
ticular Aims of Cardinal Mazarini. drac 


Under the Protection of ſuch a One, I ſhou'd ther 
able, without hazard of a Diſcovery, to act all tl 
is neceſſary to carry on this Deſign with good 80 
ceſs. Here are abundance of needy Cowr tiers, Wcom 
whom Gold will have a powerful Influence. I 
neither I in Perſon, nor any one whom I ſhall & 

ute, can make ſuch Tenders, unleſs there we 
— ſome known publick 4mbaſ/ador from 
Grand Seignior, to countenance the Buſineſs. | 
otherwiſe it will preſently be whiſper'd, that ſo 

rivate Agent lurks here incognito. They will Þ 
a thouſand Chimera's of Jealouſy, and fo I may 


the Hazard of a ſecond Impriſonment, when the C 
di! 
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dinal ſhall call to mind the Occaſion of my fr/. All 

that I can then ſay of my being a Mo/davian, will 
find no Credit; and "twill be no leſs than a Miracle, 
if they do not expoſe me to a Scrutiny for the Mark 
u of Circumciſion; which if it be found, all is be- 
tray d and ruin d. 

I do not value the Puniſhments they will inflict 
on me, nor the Loſs of my Life: But I dread the 
more important Conſequences of ſuch a Diſcove- 
ry the unmasking the Secrets of the Grand Seig- 
rior to Infidels. | 

Theſe are the chief Reaſons I have to offer in be- 
half of an honourable Embaſſy. As to the Perſon 
whom thou ſhalt think fit to employ in ſo glorious 
a Truſt, I will not preſume to add any Thing to 
gi what I have ſaid already, that he be a Man of Ex- 
ay iMperience in the French Affairs, well vers'd in the 
pri Knowledge of Chriſtian Policy, the different Inte- 
reſts of the Courts of Europe, and one that exactly 
Mmows what Advantage to make of the new Pope. 
rien For after long Debates, the Cardinals have at laſt 
elected one, who has aſſum'd the Name of Alex- 
wou nder VII. 
fei It is hard to judge at his firſt Acceſſion to that 
Sovereign Chair, what Intereſt this Prelate will em- 
brace, whether that of France or Spain: Or whe- 
ther his Conduct will be Neutral, deporting him- 
elf with an equal Indifference to all the Nazarene 
"rinces, Whom he calls his Sons, endeavouring to 


Mgainſt the My/i#/mans. I tell thee, no Body can 
be yet aſſured, what the Temper of the Roman Mufti 
may prove. For it is uſual for the aſpiring Cardi- 
nals to promiſe many Things in hopes of the Pa- 
ary which they never perform, when they have 


lation is rank'd among the principal Virtues in the 
ay Court of Rome: And he that knows not how to 
he . E 4 diſguiſe 


compoſe their Quarrels, and unite their Forces. 


once obtain'd the uncontrou/able Command. Diſimu- 
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diſguiſe his Affections, is not thought worthy of 
any important Tru/?. Adonai the Few has loft his 
Liberty in that City for being defective in this 
courtly Accompliſhment, It ſeems, he and ſome 
others of his Nation, rail'd too paſſionately and o- 
penly at the Ilolatry of the Romans. Yet I expect di. 
y to hear of his Relief; for I underſtand by a Let. 
ter from him, that he was excepted out of the Num. 
ber of thoſe whoſe Condemnation is irrevocable. 

I reprov'd him for his Immorality in reflecting 
on the Efabliſb'd Religion of the Country where he 
reſides. But this kind of Arrogance is the peculiar 
Vice of the Hebrews. 'They deſpiſe all other People 
in the World: Whereas thou know'ſt, the impar- 
tial God reſpects not one Nation more than an- 
other; for they are all equally the Works of he“ 
Hands. And for ought we know, he tolerates the e 
Variety of Religions that are extant in the World, 
with he ſame Indifference as he diſpenſes his com · 
mon Bleſlings to ſuch an infinite Number of Men. 
of diverſe Faces. ; —_ 

The Multiplicity in the Univerſe exalts the di. 
vine Unity, which is the Root of all. And if there 75 
be ten thouſand Myriads of Worlds, they all ſprang : 
from one Cauſe, and there they end. For He 1s the 


Firſt and Laſt of every Thing. # 
Paris, 2d of the 1th Moon, I | 
of the Tear 1655. | - ay: 
— — 7 

E 

LETTER VII. her 


2 Nathan Ben Saddi, a Jew at Vienns. |,” 


HE Egyptians have a Proverb, That he who, ; 
thinks and ſpeaks of God only when he is me · Ne 


kacholy, ſaerifices to the Planet Pharovis or Saturi 
BY = an 
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and not to the moſt high and exalted King of a//Thing, 
whois the Fountain of Joy to Men and Angels. 

I counſel thee not to liſt thy ſelf in the Number 
of thoſe who adore the Stars, by cheriſhing (ad 
Ileas of the ever indulgent and merciful Divinity: 
Nor think thy ſelf the leſs liable to this Cenſure, 
becauſe it proceeds from a Nation which. was once 


Wiſdom of that People, from whom cven- Meſes 
your Law-giver learn'd all his, and from whom all 
Nations borrow'd Improvements of Learning, if 


ments. 
Zy what I have ſaid, thou wilt perceive that L 
oy onſult thy Happineſs, and would have thee chaſe 


I vain Fears and ſuperſtitious Thoughts, the 
the rere Product of an ill-temper'd Spleen, which is 
1d, he peculiar: Malady of thy Nation. Let thy Heart 


aculties he has given thee for thy Support, and not 
or thy Bane. 


biele-ditmal Scruples about thy Soul. If thou art 


0d's Name, continue to obſerve the Law of Moſes, 
d proſecute thy Affairs with Alacrity, 

Thou haſt been very ſlack of late in ſending me 
vices of what paſſes at Vienna, and other Parts of 


Eleanor the Empreſs; and that on the ſame Day 
thereon the died, Leopoldus Ignatius Foſephus, the 
mperor's-Son, was elected King of the Romans. I 


nnz. ſnow not how to write to the Miniſters of the Port, 
_ thou haſt aſcertain'd me of theſe. Things. For 
* od ſake, be ſpeedy in thy Diſpatches and inform 
3 1” We what is done at the Diet of Frankfort, Rouſe. 
tir, E un. 
and 5 R 


t Enmity with the Sons of Jacob. Deſpiſe not the 


hey are not- indebted to them for its firſt Rudi-- 


de always cheerful ; for God loves every Thing 
Men t he has made: The Univerſe overfiows with 
is Bounty. Be not too Religious, nor ſtrain the 


I had rather hear from thee Matter of News, than 


ot willing to embrace the MyY//u/man Faith, in 


many. We have flying Reports here of the Death 


1 
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up thy ſelf, and baniſh ſuperfluous Cares. Remem. 
ber, that as there is but One God, ſo there is bu 
One Law, but One Thins neceſſary to Men, that iz 
To live according to Reaſon. 'This is engraven in eve. 
ry Man's Heart, and there needs no Comment to er. 


r 


plain it. Thou art a ſufficient Larw-giver, Rabj; : 
Doctor, and Interpreter to thy ſelf. Let not othen : 
amuſe thee with Fables. x 

I will now acquaint thee with ſomething of Ce: d 
tainty. The French have gain'd Landrecies, a ſtrong g 
Town in Flanders. It was ſurrendred to them 0 4 
the 22d of this Moon; and the next Day all the G f 
riſon march'd out, conſiſting of 1500 Men, beſide , 
300 wounded. | th 

The King is gone, upon this good News, to viel ,, 
and take care of his new . 1 8 For this is nd fu 
the only Town the Spaniards have loft : They 
of Maubeuge, Bovines, and Conde; all which, ac M 
cording to freſh Report, are in the Hands of th [ra 
French. This young Monarch is ſtrangely Fortune the 

If thou canſt inform me of ſuch ſucceſsful Can ha. 
paigns among the People of the North, fail not H h 


do it in Seaſon ; for we are not plac'd in theſe S 
tions to whiſtle to Sheep. 


Paris, 29th of the 7th Moon, 
of the Year 1655. 
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LETTER XIII. 
To Muſtapha Lulu Beamtulla, a Man 
the Law. 


Wou'd willingly be admitted into Paradiſe, N to c. 
well as other Mu//u/mans. Neither wou'd I thin, 2 
{peak, or do any Thing which might prejudice 1 
Title, and baulk my Pretenſions to eternal Happ 
meſs, This Deſire is natural to all Men; * 
| 2 Lp 
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Iprofeſs it, thou may'ſt believe me without an Oath, 
dem. Yet methinks, I would not go hoodwinked to Heaven, 
bu but would fain enjoy the Benefit of my Senſe and 
at 1 Reaſon, in my Advances to that Region of Bliſs. 


eye l believe the Alcoran is the Oracle of God; and tis 


0 ex. ¶ { firmly imprinted in my Memory, that I could re- 
abhi, peat it verbatim from the Beginning to the End, with- 


then out miſling a CO: I give an entire Credence ta- 


the Doctrine of the Reſurrection; being naturally 
Ce defirous of Immortality: But I cannot entertain the 


Lrong groſs Conceit, which the greateſt Part of Muſſulmans 


have of the Reſurrection; that is, that our very Duſt 


ch Nazarenes are of the ſame Opinion. But, methinks, 


view 
18 nd 


ture. Beſides, this Opinion is inconſiſtent with other 
fundamental Doctrines of the Muſſulman Law. | 
We are all taught to believe, that the Souls of Fu/? 
1, 20 Men, Saints and Martyrs, immediately on their De- 
f th parture from the Body, aſcend to Paradiſe. If ſo, then 
uni they either live there in an anbodied Eſiate, or they 


of have new Bodies aſſign'd them by the ſame Province 


e Shi 


ſes Cod, it will appear a manifeſt Botch in the Works 
of the Omni potent, and Indecorum in Nature, to make 


theſe Souls either caſt off their nee Bodies at the Day 
of Judgmeut, for the Sake of their oi Rotten Relicks, . 


after they have enjoy'd all the raviſhing Delights of 
Eden for ſo many Ages; or to ſtand-in need of any 
Bodies at all, after they have liv'd ſo long in a /epa- 
rate Condition. There's no Senſe in't. Doubtleſs, 
an dis Opinion was firſt hatch'd by thoſe who believ'd 
the Sleep of the Soul, and held that it was inſepara- 
ble from the Body. For then they had no other Way 


4% ſto comfort themſelves with any probable Hopes of 


| thin a ſurviving Immortality, but by maintaining, that as 
Hu the Soul ſlept with the Body in the Grave, ſo both 


1 wit 


I pi ” 


Jay of Doom. 


Gu fall be raiſed again, and organiz'd into a Body. The 


there's no need of ſtretching and ſtraining of Na- 


which gave them their O/d. Be it which way it plea- 


Soul and Body ſhould. * riſe again at the 
E 6 | 
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Or perhaps this Figure of our Reſurrection was 
inculcated to infinuate the Faith of an immortal 
State, into the duller Minds of thoſe who were in- 
capable of comprehending either the Pre-exi/ence of 
Souls, their Self-ſub/ence after Death, or their 
Tranſlation into other Bodies. 

It ſeems to me much more eaſy to believe, accord: 
ing to the moſt obvious Works of Nature, that after 

our Diſſolution here, we ſhall either aſſume ſome 
| Body of Air, Fire, or other Elemental Supplement, 
or by magnetick Tran/migration ſhall be united to 
tome Yegetable or Animal Embryr, than to dream of 
recollecting all our ſcatter'd 4/es together, after ſo 
many Thouſands of Years, wherein they have been 
diſpers'd, perhaps thro? all the Ranges of the Univerſe 

Surely, our Doty Latwgiver, and all the other Pr» 
phate, intended no other. Thing by the Doctrine of 
the Reſurrection, but only to convince the World, 
that the Sou] was Immortal, and that conſequent! 
there would be a Reward of Good and Bad Works 
after this Life. We ſhall live for ever, old Law 
yer: And what fignifies it, whether we have the 
fame Bodies or others, ſo long as we are happy it 
any State: And if we are metamorphos'd we can. 
not fail of our ſpecific} Felicity, ſince every Cres 
ture is happy in his own Ehence. Then let us be 
Apes, Dromedaries, Camels, or any Thing but. Hag. 
and we ſhall have Bliſs enough. That Creature 
the very Emblem of Uncleanneſs, and therefore ib 
Life cannot be the Object of a Maſſulman's Will. 
Yet we know not the Laws of our Change or Trat. 
migration from this mcrtal Life: For the Soul, ac 
cording to Pythagoras and the Aucients, is capabi 
of all Forms. | 

If thou wond'reſt hat has put me upon this Dil 
courſe, it is the Remembrance of what I have hear 
thee relate of the Apparition of dead Men's Bott 
ip. the Cemetry of Grand Caire in Egypt, at a certall 
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was WW Seaſon of the Year, when Multitudes of People 
10 by Cuſtom flock thither to behold this wonderful 
in- Scene of a Sham Reſurrection. I can give it no better 
2 of Title, ſince in all probability *tis only the Effect of 
heir ſome Artifice us'd by the Chhriſtians, to procure Mo- 
ney from the admiring Crowd. And I'm confirm'd 
2rd: WW in this Belief, by a Letter I receiv'd from Mebemet 
fter the Exil Eunuch, who now reſides at Caire; and 
ome having been curious to obſerve this celebrated Mi- 
ent, ¶ racle, among the other Rarities of this City, ſent me 
d to fuch an Account of this Paſſage, as convinces me 
m of Wl there's ſome Cheat in't. | 
er o He tells a great many other things of the Szperſti- 
been tion and Ignorance of the Egyptians as to the Pyra- 
erſe. ¶ mids, and the ſuppos'd Spirits which guard 'em. In 
Pre all, he laments the Condition of Mortals, who have 
ne ol ſo far degenerated from themſelves, and. ſuffer'd 
orld, i their Reaſon to be debauch'd with Fablis. 
enty Sage Muſtapha, thou art of the Race of thoſe whe 
Forio have preſerv'd Science and Philoſophy. A Halo of 
Lau Light inveſts thy Soul. Let no dark Opinion of 
e the God and his Works eclipſe thy Intellef, 


cam. Paris, 20 of the 8th Moon, 
Cre of the Year 1655. 


us be 

n F * 
— LETTER IN. 

Win 2 Solyman Kuſlir Aga, Prince of 10. 
Trau Black Eunuchs. 


THY Difpatch came in a happy Hour: Yet the 
Contents of it ſurpriz d me, Tis a ſtrange 

Turn of Fortune, that the Ba/a of Aleppo, after ſo 
many Rebellions, ſhould become the Sultan's Fa- 
vourite, and be inveſted in the Bigheſt Dignity of 
the Empire, Yet, who knows, but this may be the 
only 


— — 
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only effectual Courſe to reclaim him, and of an Ene. 
my to render him a Friend: For Ambition is: 
Vice ſo nearly bordering on Virtue, ſo refin'd and 
ſubtle in Complexion, that when the Paſſion which 
cheriſhes it, is once gratiſied with its proper Ob- 
ject, it ſoon becomes a Virtue itſelf, and transform 
a Libertine to a Hadgi, ranking a Man to Day among 
the moſt deſerving Heroes, who but Yeſterday wu 
in the Number of the Seditious. 

Therefore, I cannot but highly applaud the Coun- | 
fel of thoſe, who perſuaded the Grand Seignior to 7 
this uncommon Choice of the Vier Azem. The - 
whole Empire has languiſhed for want of a Man offi. 
Abilities in that Supreme Station, ever fince the Sea 


was taken from the molt illuſtrious Chau/acin Bai; 
through the Malice of his Enemies. And in thi, 
Juncture, they could not have pitch'd on a Man 

more capable of the Charge, than this bold Baſa n 


who, beſides his Experience in the Wars, both by T 
Sea and Land, is look'd on as the ſtouteſt Man in h 
this Age. As for his former Crimes, they proceed pf 


ed only from his Diſcontent and Thirſt of Glory, he 
which is now ſufficiently allay'd by the Bounty oF, 
our Sovereign. The Cauſe therefore of his Extravz 5 
gances being thus ſeaſonably removed, the Efeu 1 
will naturally ceaſe. 0 
But ſuffer me to ask thee; Do they not reſent, it ug 
the Seraglie, his Approaches to that Sanfuary d b 
Mortals with ſuch a formidable Retinue ? Thou . 
telleſt me, he is attended by forty thouſand Men, al .. 
Equipage fit for a Sovereign Monarch. Perhaps, 'ti Po! 
only the Effect of his martial Genius, and that he EN 


willing to appear like a Soldier: Or, it may be h. 
really ſuſpected Danger, and that he was deſign'd , e 
a Sacrifice, which made him come thus guarded t ap 
the Feet of his Maſter; that his Son might re veng * 
his Death, by ſome deſperate Attempt on Con/tant by 
gople. Be it how it pleaſes Cod, it ſeems, the „ joy 
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wink'd at all, and receiv'd him with ſuch Marks of 


his Eſteem and Affection, as are ſeldom vouchſafed 
to Subjects. I hope the Event will anſwer his Ex- 
pectation. Theſe new Methods of Clemency may 
prove more ſucceſsful, than the ſevere Conduct of 
former Times. Men of great Souls are ſooner 
ſubdu'd by Favour, than Force and Cruelty. 

I am extremely obliged to thee for thy Inſtructi- 
ons, which I ſhall exactly obſerve in writing to 
this Supreme Minifter. Thou haſt match'd my own 
Thoughts in this Advice: For knowing that Ba//a's 
Temper, it will be Policy, as well as Juſtice, frankly 
to own what I have writ againſt him, and not ſtuff 
my Letter with abject fawning Submiſſions, or ſneak- 
ing Excuſes ; he's brave himſelf, and will be pleas'd 
to ſee a Man reſolute in his Duty. 2 

However, let the Conſequence be what it will, I 
muſt follow the Meaſures of my own Integrity. 
There is ſomething ſe ſatisfactory in Truth, and an 
honeſt blunt Carriage, as far ſurpaſſes tne little faint 
Pleaſures of Artifice and Diſſimulation. And I ſhould 
be weary of my Life, were I forced to preſerve: it 


by ſuch effeminate Tricks. Yet, I muſt confeſs, 


'tis a vaſt Encouragement, to find thy Sentiments 
the ſame. What is this World, that we ſhould be 
ſo fond of it? Or what is this Life of Mortals, that 
we need be ſo over-ſtudious of prolonging the Re- 
ſpiration of that Breath, which may with as much 
Eaſe be all breath'd out at once, as by ſo many ſuc- 
celive Millions of Moments; for Death properly 
poſſeſſes but an Inſtant of Time; no more does Life. 
Every Gaſp renews the One, and the laſt commen- 
ces and finiſhes the Other. As to Pleaſure and Pain, 
we generally have an equal Share of 'em. And it 
appears to me an equal, if not a greater Happineſs, 
at once to be freed for ever from the Latter, than 
by ſuch an irkſome Compoſition to protract the En- 


Brave 


Jjoyment of the Former. 
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Brave Solyman, when I contemplate thy Virtue, 
it inſpires me with Courage againſt the vain Miſts of 
Fear, which the Magick of Opinion has rais'd before 
the Eyes of Mortals. I embrace thee with an extend. 
ed Soul, and wiſh thee the two Extremes of Happi- 
neſs, Plenitude of Joys in this Life, and an immor: 
tal Series of Felicities in Paradiſe. Live for ever, 
thou generous Son of Cham. 


Paris, 24 of the 9th Moon, 
of the Year 1655. 


_— 


LETTER m. 


7 the moſt Illuſtrious Vizir Azem, at 
| the P orte. 


Y the Souls of all my Progenitors, T was glad 

to hear the News of thy Advance to this glo- 
rious Height of Power: Yet when thou wert Baſs 
of Aleppo, and held Correſpondence with the Vene. 
tians, I accus'd thee to the Divan, doing thereby no 
{mall Service to the Ottaman Empire: For which 
thou haſt now Reaſon, in Honour, to reward me; 
knowing that I prevented a great deal of Confuſion 
and Blood. It will not become the firſt Miniſter, 
to cheriſh private Revenges, or harbour ill Thoughts 
of a faithful Slave. In diſcovering thy Intrigues a 
that Time, I did but perform my Duty to the Grand 
Seignior, thy Lord and mine. Nay, for ought thou 
knoweſt, I was happily inſtrumental in ſaving thy 
Life, which might have. been loſt in the Purſuit of 
thoſe hazardous Projects thou wert then engag'd 
in, Be it how it will, thou art now living, and in- 
ſtall'd in the moſt illuſtrious Charge of the Empire 
And without Flattery I ſpeak it, a braver Man could 


net 
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= not have aſcended to that Dignity. May God long 
* continue thee in it, to the Joy and Advantage of 
die an the Mu/ulmans. | 


All the World extol thy Valour and Boldneſs; 
ſpecially the Nazarenes, among whom the Baſ/a of 
ſ/eþpo is famous. They alſo highly commend thy 
uſtice. And thou wilt find in the Regiſter, that 
hen I acquainted my Superiors of thy Revolt, I 
vas not envious in concealing thy Yirtues. 
Therefore I beg of thee not to be partial in thy 
Reſentments ; but confider Mahmut as a faithful 
Slave, who will never trangreſs the Commands of 
he My/terious Bench, nor ſuffer any ſiniſter Motives 
o biaſs him, though 'twere in Favour of his own 
Prother. For, this is the ſevere Conduct that is ex- 
dected of me by my a 0 and which thou thy 
elf wilt require at my Hands. 

But, I delieve, thou needeſt not theſe Addreſſes 
o move thee to Generoſity. Thy own native Ju- 


- tice will ſuggeſt to thee, that I rather merit a 
1 5 Reward than a Puniſhment for doing my Duty, tho? 
7:12. ere in accuſing thy elf. | 


Confiding therefore in thy Goodneſs, and 
wn Innocence, I ſhall not deſpair of that Protecti- 
on and Favour from thee, which all thy Predece/- 
or; have afforded me, ſince my Arrival at this Place. 


yas ay, I think thy Friendſhip and Eſteem is rather 
ght ue to me than a thouſand Sycophants and Flat- 
erers. 

* [ will in this Confidence write freely to thee, as 
thou have been commanded; and vent my Thoughts, 


ithout a timorous Reſerve : For thou art the juſt 
Fudge of the Judges among the Faithful. 

There is no doubt, but thou haſt heard of the 
Puke of Lorrain, a famous Warriour in theſe Ve- 
n Parts, but now a Priſoner of State in Spain. I 
nt Intelligence laſt Year to Muſſapha Berber Aew, 
the Grounds and Circumſtances of this kg 
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Conſinement, whereof thou can'ſt not be ignorant 


nilers of the Sleſſed Porte. 

The Brother of that Date immediately ſucceede: 
him, by the King of Spain's Orders, in the Cen 
mand of the Army in Flanders; they call him Du 
Francis. Every Body thought that he had conſentet 
to the Impriſonment of his Brother, as being dil 

ſted at his Inconſtancy, Avarice, and other Vice n 

t was ſuppos'd alſo, that his own Ambition, n; 
Thirſt of Honour, had corrupted the phage and 
Love he ow'd to the Son of his Mother; as know: 
ing that by his Fall, he himſelf ſhould riſe to th 
Dignity of General, which his Brother cnjoy'd di 
ring his Liberty. 

But now 'tis evident that this Duke Francis di 
all along diſſemble his Reſentments of his Brother 
Calamity 3 for he is lately revnlted fram the King 
of Spain, and come over to the French, with fin 
thouſand Horſe and. Foot. He has openly declari 
That he will never give Reſt to his Sword, till 
has either procur'd his Brother's Releaſe, or deep 
reveng'd the Injuries have been done him. He u 
receiv'd by the French King with all imaginable E 
dearment and Careſſes. The whole Court are em 
lous in ftriving to excel one another in the Demo 
ſtrations of their Civility and Reſpect to this Prina 
and they have cull'd out the beſt Quarters for | 
Soldiers. This Nation is always hoſpitable to Stra 
ger,; more eſpecially to ſuch as court their Frien 
ſhip after this extraordinary Way, who enter in. 
their Intereſts, and engage in their Quarrels. . 
neither France, nor all the Kingdoms of Europe u 
gether can match the Bounty of the munificent Pin 
which pardons and receives, with open Embrace 


her moſt implacable Enemies on their Submiſho 
and Repentance. 


4 
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Commander of the Muſſulman Grandees, thou art 
but a Man, and haſt not exceeded that Character in 
he worſt of thy Errors. Now thou art aſſum'd to 
a Charge which requires the Fidelity and Prudence 
fan Angel. If thou ſhalt reform the State and re- 
ſore the Mu/Julman Affairs to their true Luſtre, we 
ſhall have Reaſon to contemplate thy Lite in ſome 
meaſure as a Parallel to that of Craſſus, who was par- 
don'd three Treaſons by Cæſar, and afterwards be- 


man Empire. 


Paris, 2d of the 9th Moon, 
of the Tear 1655. 
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LETTER XI. 


7; Mehemet, an exiPd Eunuch, at Caire 
in Egypt. 


HOU telleſt me wonderful Things of Egypt, 

ſuch as almoſt ſurpaſs Credit. And I perceive 
thou thy ſelf doſt not believe the Story of the an- 
u Reſurrection of Bones, which is ſo much talk'd 
of by Travellers. My Coufin Dorf ridicul'd it with 
imart Reaſon, and was almoſt in Danger of his Life 
among the bigotted Moors and Coptites. 

But I cou'd hardly Imagine there had ſtill re- 
main'd in that Region (which has undergone ſo many 
Revolutions of Goyernment) any Footſteps of the 
primitive Egyptians. Yet, it ſeems, the Prieſts af 
thoſe early Ages were particularly careful to tranſ- 
mit to Poſterity an exact Hiſtory of their Kings, 
with Memoirs of their Actions; the Building of the 
Pyramids; the Place of the Statues; the magical 
Mirrour ; the City of the b/ack Eagle; the Caſtle of 
Demon; 


ame the moſt loyal and ſerviceable Man in the Re+ 
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Dæ mens ſeated on the Brow of the Mountain of the 
Moon, the Palace of Adamant, with innumerable 
bother Rarities. | 

I tell thee, my dear Mehemet, I know not how to 
believe all theſe Romantick Stories. It cramps my 
Reaſon to hear of a Brazen Tree, with Iron Branch; 
and Verſatile Hooks, to catch Liars and Cheats, and 
there detain *em till they ſhou'd do right to thoſe 
whom they had injur'd. Altogether as improbable 
is the Story of Gabdafarouis, the Statue ſet up by 
King Gariac. 

Who can read of that Monarch's being carried 
in the Air by Eagles, but may as well believe the 
Remantick Voyage of Domingo Gonſales to the Moon 
If thou know'ſt not that Story, I'll tell thee in ſhort, 
That this was a certain Spaniard, who in a Paſſage 
to the Indies, being by Shipwreck caſt aſhore on 
the and of St. Helena, with a Negro his Slave, they 
were put to their Shifts ſo far as to divide that unpeo- 
pled and deſolate and between em out of / pure Ne. 
ceſſity, that they might both find Proviſion enough to 
keep 'em from ſtarving (for it ſeems, there was great 
ſcarcity of every Thing that ſerv'd the Uſes of Life. 

In this Condition, Neceſſity, the Mother of Cur 
ning Devices, taught them to hold Correſpondence 
with one another, tho? living at oppoſite Angles of 
the Je, by the Help of certain wild Swans, which 
they took out of their Neſts very young, and 
brought em up as they do Pigeons at Babylon and 
Aleppo to be Letter Carriers. 

Afterward, as the Story goes, Domingo trying ſe- 
veral Experiments on his Birds, and finding all ſuc 
ceſsful ; at laſt, having got Four and Twenty of them 
together, and having brought 'em up to his Lure, 
he ventur'd his Carcaſs with 'em in the Air, faſten- 


ing them together with Ropes and other Materials.. 


But the extravagant Animals one day took Wing, 


and carry'd their Maſter to the Moon; where be 
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W-Gded a conſiderable Time; ſaw and convers'd with 
livers Inhabitants of that neighbouring Globe, viſit- 
d the Courts of ſeveral Lunar Princes, and was kindly 
receivd by em all, even at the S-rap lis of the Chief, 
WEmperor, or Grand Seignior himſelf. And having 
een preſented with three Stones of matchleſs Virtue 
and other rich Gifts, he had his Audience of Conge, 
ind came down to the Earth again, where he pub- 
*BWiſh'd a Journal of his Travels, out of which I have 
Wertrafted this ſhort Epitome ; not thinking it worth 
ie while to trouble thee with the entire Relation 
pf his ingenious Whimſies. 
WW Doubtleſs, there is nothing ſo eaſy, as to invent 
ew and unheard-of Fables, to amuſe the credulous 
orld, and captivate their Underſtandings. And I 
ave told thee this, as a Parallel to thoſe monſtrous 
igments of Egypt: Such as that of King Gancam's 
being carry'd in a Pavilion on the Shoulders of 
irit;: His magical Tables, and the reſt of his glo- 
ous Whim-Whams. And that of the Queen Bor/a, 
ho fate on a fiery Throne, and liv'd in an en- 
banted Caſtle, whoſe Walls were full of Pipes, which 
onvey'd to her the Addreſſes of all ſorts of Plaintiffs, 
nd her Decree and Deciſion of Controverſies back 


leer Tower, and his ſitting before his People in the 
louds of Heaven: and Bedoura's ſending an Angel 
ho made ſuch a horrible roaring, that it caus'd an 
arthquake. 

Who can without laughing read the Story of the 
del of the T, which diſtinguiſh'd between Harlots 
nd Virgins by the Touch of their Hand ? or of the 
'rits which guard the Pyramids, one like a naked 
oman, walking about in the open Air at Noon, 
rd making Men run mad for Love of her; Ano- 
ener in the Form of an old Man with a Basket on 
a Head, and a Cenſer in his Hand? A third of a 
NS aek Woman with a monſtrous Child in her Arms? 
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Dæ mens ſeated on the Brow of the Mountain of the 
Moon, the Palace of Adamant, with innumerable 
other Rarities. | 

I tell thee, my dear Mehemet, I know not how to 
believe all theſe Romantick Stories. It cramps my 
Reaſon to hear of a Brazen Tree, with Iron Branchit 
and Yer/atile Hooks, to catch Liars and Cheats, and 
there detain 'em till they ſhou'd do right to thoſe 
whom they had injur'd. Altogether as improbable 
is the Story of Gabdafarouis, the Statue ſet up by 
King Gariac. 

Who can read of that Monarch's being carried 
in the Air by Eagles, but may as well believe the 
Remantick Voyage of Domingo Gonſales to the Mien, 
If thou know'ſt not that Story, I'll tell thee in ſhort, 
That this was a certain Spaniard, who in a Paſſige 
to the Indies, being by Shipwreck caſt aſhore on 
the Hand of St. Helena, with a Negro his Slave, they 
were put to their Shifts ſo far as to divide that unpeo- 
pled and deſolate Hand between em out of · pure Ne. 
ceſſity, that they might both find Proviſion enough to 
keep em from ſtarving (for it ſeems, there was great 
ſcarcity of every Thing that ſerv'd the Uſes of Life.) 

In this Condition, Neceſſi ty, the Mother of Cun- 
ning Devices, taught them to hold Correſpondence 


with one another, tho? living at 1 Angles of 


the Je, by the Help of certain wild Swans, which 
they took out of their Neſts very young, and 
brought 'em up as they do Pigeons at Babylon and 
Aleppo to be Letter Carriers. 

Afterward, as the Story goes, Domingo trying ſe- 
veral Experiments on his Birds, and finding all ſuc- 
ceſsful ; at laſt, having got Four and Twenty of them 
together, and having brought 'em up to his Lure, 
he ventur'd his Carcaſs with 'em in the Air, faſten- 
ing them together with Ropes and other Materials. 
But the extravagant Animals one day took Wing, 
and carry'd their Maſter to the Moon; where be 
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reſided a conſiderable Time; ſaw and convers'd with 
divers Inhabitants of that neighbouring Globe, viſit- 
ed the Courts of ſeveral Lunar Princes, and was kindly 
receiv'd by em all, even at the Seraglis of the Chief 
Emperor, or Grand Seignior himſelf. And having 
been preſented with three Stones of matchleſs Virtue 
and other rich Gifts, he had his Audience of Conge. 
and came down to the Earth again, where he pub- 
liſh'd a Fournal of his Travels, out of which I have 
extracted this ſhort Epitome ; not thinking it worth 
the while to trouble thee with the entire Relation 
of his ingenious Whimſies. 

Doubtleſs, there is nothing ſo eaſy, as to invent 
new and unheard-of Fables, to amuſe the credulous 
World, and captivate their Underſtandings. And I 
have told thee this, as a Parallel to thoſe monſtrous 
Figments of Egypt: Such as that of King Gancam's 
being carry'd in a Pavilion on the Shoulders of 
Hirits: His magical Tables, and the reſt of his glo- 
tious Whim-Whams. And that of the Queen Borſa, 
who fate on a fiery Throne, and liv'd in an en- 
chanted Caſtle, whoſe Walls were full of Pipes, which 
convey'd to her the Aadreſſes of all ſorts of Plaintiffs, 
and her Decree and Deciſion of Controverſies back 


leer Tower, and his ſitting before his People in the 
Clouds of Heaven: and Bedoura's ſending an Angel 
who made ſuch a horrible roaring, that it caus'd an 
Earthquake. 

Who can without laughing read the Story of the 
Hol of the Tz, which diſtinguiſh'd between Harlots 
nd Virgins by the Touch of their Hand? or of the 
Yirit; which guard the Pyramids, one like a naked 
Woman, walking about in the open Air at Noon, 
and making Men run mad for Love of her; Ano- 
ther in the Form of an old Man with a Basket on 

s Head, and a Cenſer in his Hand? A third of a 
back Woman with a monſtrous Child in her Arms ? 
4 There 


again to them. Such another is that of Bardefir's 


—— . — 
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There is no End of ſuch Fables. Neither can ay 
Man of Reaſon, ſtoop to ſo much Eaſineſs as to n 
gard 'em. And it is a Pleaſure to me, when I © 
ſider thee as a Man actually Satyrical upon Opinin 
and Traditions repugnant to Senſe. 

Mehemet, whulit thou art in Egypt, remember thy 


thou wert born in Arabia, where Science has flu 
riſh'd for theſe thouſand Years. 


Paris, 28th of the 9th Moon, 
of the Year 1655. 


LET TER XII. 
To Lorneſan Muſtapha, Baſſa of the Se 


Will not pretend to Divination, nor flatter ti. 


with Preſages of better Fortune againſt the J th: 

- tians, during thy Command of the Navy than en ! 
Predeceſſors have had; yet I believe thou haſt tur 

Honeſty and Valour than ſome of them. And ming 

{ 


cengratulate thy Riſe to this Dignzty. 

If my Intelligence be true, a more glorious Fi 
has not ſail'd out of the Of toman Harbours, than 
pears now at Sea, under thy Command. Mayt 


Succeſs anſwer the Expectation of the Mauſſulna tho 
But I tell thee, thou haſt need to look about tha the 
for thou wilt encounter a valiant and ſubtle Enenfiſ** be 

Theſe Venetiaus are not like the reſt of the V to 
renes, ſuperſtitiouſſy devoted to the Sentiment the 
their Prieſts. That kind of Bigottry chains up M 
Spirits, and renders em effeminate z It blinds 5d 
and robs em of their Senſe and native Vigor. t thi 
theſe are bold, reſolute People, fearing neither iſcont 
nor the Devil. They are alſo well vers'd in Str. nn 
gems, being as cunning as Serpents. In fine, Vn R 
7 Wn col. 


is a Commonwealth made up of Soldiers and Sta 
Ine 
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en: And thou canſt not expect, that the Sea 
akes em degenerate. Therefore look for hot En- 
ertainment whenever thou engageſt thoſe Aborigi- 
al Tarpatolins. I ſpeak not this to diſcourage thee, 
zut to arm thee with due Caution. Thou knoweft 
he ame God who made them, made thee and all 
he Men in thy Fleet. Thou haſt alſo the Happi- 
eſs to ſerve the moſt victorious Empire in the 
Vorld. Fear nothing therefore: But when thou 
doſeſt from the He//:/pont, with the invintible Fleet, 
dorn'd with Enfigns of high Renown, the proſ- 
raus Streamers of Mabomet; when thou heareſt 
he All- cheering C/arions and Timbrels breathing 
he lofty Menaces, the vital Airs of War; then let 
y noble Heart flouriſh with brave Thoughts, 
nd brisk Reſolutions. Yet let not a falſe Aſſurance 
Victory make thee raſh, and bereave thee 
that Conduct, which is as neceſſary a Qualifica- 
on in a General as Courage. Conſider that the 
ortune of Battels 1s uncertain: Therefore do all 
hings with great Precaution. Traſt not to the 
orce of thy Commiſjon, in that thou fighteſt for the 
a and Honour of the Prophet. But remember the 
roverb of the Ancients, which ſay, The Devil often 
rries the Standard of the living God. There may 
2 thoſe in thy Fleet, who are treacherous, and 
the Devotion of the NazZarenes. For I hear, 
at both Spahzi's and Faniſaries were very unwil- 
g to embark themſelves; and God knows, how 
r the Venetian Gold may work on ſome of the 
ficers, Tho? their Reſentments ſeem'd to be ap- 
as'd by the Bounty of our glorious Sovereign , 
et the ſmalleſt Occaſion may renew their old 
content again; and put 'em on more dangerous 
umults at Sea, than thoſe they were guilty of 
ore: Or at leaſt they will become more remiſs 
Wd cold in the Service of the Grand Seignior. 


1 | Be 
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Be it how it will, if the Navy has not good Sue. 


ceſs, the blame of all will be laid on thee. Pad a 
therefore the Freedom I take in adviſing thee, fing 4} 
'tis an Argument of my Affection and Concern ſo "oy 


thy Honour and Safety. And no Man can with Re, 
ſon be offended at another for warning him 
Dangers. In a Word, I wiſh thee the good Fortune 
of the Engliſh; who have lately taken an ani 
the Weſt Indies from the Spaniard: They call i 


pub] 
amaica. | 

T7 feems the King of Spain had poſleſs'd this J A 
from the Time of the firſt Conqueſts in Ameri 0 
where his Subjects had committed horrid Crueltq hr, p 
on the Natives; for which they are now puniſh To 
by that new Commonwealth, who boaſt that tes o. 
are eſtabliſh'd by God to reform or overturn all u 2 of 

Kingdoms of Europe. | | ug 
Thou haſt heard, I ſuppoſe, of Oliver, the 72 
wereign of that Nation. He appears like a not, . 
5 Gingiꝝ Cham, ſetting up for a Prophet and Founik = 
| of a new Empire. He has refus'd the Title of AM. u. 
which was offer'd him by the Engliſh States, wag, 4 
all the Enfigns of Royalty. But he aims at a m An 
ſublime Character, laying the Foundation of Mie K 
Hopes in a pretended Modeſty, aſſuming only yt 
Stile of Protector. They Yay, he talks of leading; 
Army to the Gates of Rome, and when he has Ih ., 
dued the Pope, that he will march or fail to (In 5. 
ftantinople, and drive the Grand Seignior out of 
Seraglio. f | i 
I tell thee, theſe are not Things to be contemM;. 1. 
or laugh'd at. For this Oliver has the Fame of; 
Great and Invincible General. And I can aſſure H p..... 
all the neighbouring Kizgs and States court Neid, 
Friendſhip. In fine, he makes the moſt formidive „ 
Figure at preſent of any Prince in theſe 7/7 re js 1 
Parts. | * O11 
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If it will divert thee at Sea, to hear of the TranC- 
actions by Land, know, that Leopoldus Ignatius Fo- 
epbus, Son of the German Emperor, is elected King of 
the Romans in the Room of his deceas'd Brother. 

ere's alſo a Diet aſſembled at Frankfort, where 
they have too many Diſcords and Quarrels of their 
wn, to have Leiſure to plot any Miſchief againſt the 
mpire of true Believers. Theſe Infidels, in their 
publick Councils, are like Women ſcolding away 
he Time that ſhould be employ'd in Action, 

There arrives daily a great deal of News out of 
weden, Muſcovy and Poland. One Pg informs us 
f a Plague raging at Moſcow, and other Cities of that 
orthern Tradt: Another alarms us with Intelligen- 
es of Sieges and Plundering of Towns, Diſpeople- 
gof Provinces, and a Deluge of Blood and Slaugh- 
r: For the Swedes eſpouſing the Quarre] of the 
iſrovites, endeavour to make their own Game in 
land: Many Princes and great Men, with their 
owns, Villages, and Vaſlals, revolting daily from 
je unfortunate Caſimir, and ſubmitting to the 
2di/þ Monarch. 

And here in France, thoſe that go not to the Wars 
ake private Campaigns at Home. Here's nothing 


) "Wt Duciling and Murder among Men of the Stvord ; 
10 hilft the Eccleſiaſtichs are combating one another 
18 0 th their Pens, and the Lazryers with their Tongues. 
3 Ui 


In Switzerland they're mad about Religion. At 
mtzick, two Fagles were ſeen combating in the 
f. And, as if all Nature were in a Ferment, the 
inds have been at Variance in the Bowels of the 
Th, which has occaſion'd frequent Earthquakes in 
Parts of Germany. The King of Polaxd's Brother 


wy lead, and the Qucen-Mot her of Seveden. 
midive muſt all die at the determin'd Hour; and 


re js no other Terror in Death, but what is creat— 
by our own Opinion, nor any greater Pain than at- 
ed our Birth, For at our Dilution every Element 
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of which we were compounded, takes its prope 
Share; and that which is divine in us, returns n 
that which is divine in the Univerſe. 


Paris, 28th of the 9th Moon, ; 
of the Year 1655. 


LETTER XIII. 


To Peſteli Hali, his Brother, Maſter | 
the Grand Seignior's Cuſtoms. 


| UR Kinſman 7/uf is now gone for Muu 
| having viſited the moſt remarkable Places if 
this Kingdom. I receiv'd a Letter from him dat: 
at Diepe, a Sca-Town over-againſt the Engl/i/s Coil 
He was juſt going aboard, as he tells me, when | 
deliver'd his Diſpatch to the Poſt. God grant hin 
proſperous Voyage to that Region, and whitherl 
ever his Genius, or Fortune carries him. 

I am extremely pleas'd with his Converſatic 
Whilſt he was in Paris, I was never ſenſible of Mk 
Jancholy, unleſs 'twere in the Evenings, wh 
forc'd us to part Company. He has an excel! 
Memory, and recounts all the Adventures of i 
Life with a great deal of Eaſe, both to himſelf a 
his Hearers. He never was at a Loſs for Matter, 
confounded one Circumſtance with another, 
ranking every Thing in its due Time and Plz 
deliver'd all with a Clearneſs and Grace, which 
feted me with ſingular Delight. 

Beſides, he has a ready Wit, lively Fancy, “ 
Judgment enough for one of his Years. I tel: 
the Relations he has made of his Travels, with 
regular Peportment here in Paris, of which I 
been a Witneſs, have imprinted in me ſuch 
Opinion of his Ability, that I have truſted 

*" 1 
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with ſome particular Inſtructions, in order to a 
ſettled Correſpondence between us in whatſoever 
Court he reſides. For, in a Word, I find him 
mature enough for Buſineſs of Moment: And 'tis 
ity his Parts ſhould be bury'd without ever ap- 
pearing in Action. 

If he ſucceeds in what I have put him upon when 
he arrives at Archangel, a Sea-Port in Ruſfa, and 
Place of great Commerce and Traffick ; I ſhall 
we good Reaſon to hope for more important 
latters when he comes to Maſcoto, the chief City of 
he Men who worfhip the Eyes of their Emperor. 
Ind then it will be Time to give a due Character of 
tim to the Mini/ters of the Porte: Wherein thou 
"Wilt have many Opportunities to perform the Of- 
ce of a Kinſman and Friend. Thoſe of the ſame 
lad, ought thus to ſerve one another with Inte- 

ity and Affection: For in ſo doing we help our 
ves, ſtrengthen the Intereſt of our Family, and 
all find Returns in Time of Need. As thou haſt 
celv'd Favour from Kerker Haſſan Baſja, on the 

ore of being his Countryman; ſo there is greater 

eaſon that thou ſhould'ſt ſhew Kindneſs to 1/ouf 
ho partakes of our Blood. 

There ariſes a vaſt Complacency from doing good 

ices, tho' to a Stranger, or even to an Enemy. 

an is naturally generous, and he has debauch'd his 

pul, who acts contrary to this Principle. Yet the 

eateſt Part of Men are degenerated. 'They purſue 

ms, Tygers, Bears, and ſuch like ravenous Beaſts 

th inexorable Hatred and Revenge; they bear 

ret Antipathies againſt Spiders, Torads, Serpents, 

„ other venomous Creatures; and yet they are 
uf cheſe Things, or worſe themſelves. Ever ſince 

„ih s abandon'd the Earth, there has been a ſtrange 

lamor phoſis in our Race; Men have for the moſt 

t forlaken their Humanity, and chang'd Na- 

wich the Savages, Nay, we tranſcend them in 

| F 2 what 
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"whatſoever is cruel and vicious: As if our Nea WW 
were given us only to teach us the moſt refinyM'” 
Methods of Impiety, and to be a more exquiſite 
Spur to Vice. 

hauf has preſented me with ſolid Obſervations , 
this Kind in his Travels, eſpecially in Mich: Hr 
ſays, that Region is not more prolifick of itrange an 
horrible Beats, than it is of mon/trous Men, Bruty, 
and Devils in human Shape. And tho' he relate 
ſome fair Things of the Indians, and other Peopt 
in Aja, yet they are intermix'd with tragical Re 
ports, and mournful Memoirs; ſuch as tain th: 
Hiſtory of our Race, and make it evident, that it i 
hard to meet with one good Man among ten thov 
ſand. The whole World is over-run with Oppre: 
ſion, Cruelty, Avarice, Perfidy and Luft. 

He relates ſtrange Things of the Antiquities d 
Egypt. He calls it the only Scene of Wonders ani 
Miracles on Earth. Indeed this Country was ver 
famous among all Nations for the Wiſdom ant 
Learning ef her Prieſis; who, in the fit Age: 0 
the Vorld, underſtood all the Secrets of the E /ement: 
the Virtues of Plants and Minerals, and were pe 
fectly vers'd in the Science of the Stars and Spirit 
and in all manner of my/terious Knowledge. The 
were ſaid to make Statues and [mages that col 
ſpeak, walk, run, and counterfeit all hum! 
Actions. They were alſo exquiſite in making n 
raculous Ta/i/mans and Mirrors, with any kind! 
magical Work, whereby they kept the People, i 
even the Princes in a profound Awe and Venen 
on of their prodigious Knowledge and Power,! 
likewiſe defended their Country againſt all Tua! 
For no ſooner did an Enemy appear with his! 
mies on the Frontiers of Egypt, but theſe Prieſts l 
preſent Intimation of it by their ſecret Art, evel 
their Chambers, perhaps at a hundred Leagues 


tance. Then by their Enchantments, they eil 
Call 
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caus'd Fire to conſume them in their Camps, or 
turned their Swords one againſt another, or ſent an 
Army of 20ing'd,Serpents to deſtroy them. So that 
for many Ages no King ever proſper'd that fought 
apainſt the Egyptrans. 

But let not. thou and I, dear Brother, ſuffer our 
Reaſon to degenerate, by giving Credit to Fictions 
and Romances, tho' vouch'd by ſome of our Coun- 
trymen, ſuch as Morat Aleman, Eb'n Abaalhokm, 
and others. 

He alſo tells many remarkable Paſſages of the Py- 
amids of Caire, the overflowing of the Nile, the 
Mummies, and other Things which I have not now 
ime to rehearſe ; but in another Letter I will gra- 
ify thee with a more ample Account of his Obſer- 
ations. 

In the mean Time, live thou to enjoy the Fruits 
f thy own Travels in the Eaft; which if it matches 
vt the South in Prodigies and ſtupendous Inventions 3 
et it ſurpaſſes both it, and all the reſt of the World, 
n Juſtice and Morality. 


als, 17th of the 11th Moon, 
of the Year 1655. 


— —— 


LETTER XIV. 


875 
* e Iſmael Kaidar, Cheik, a Man of 
* the Law. 


he | HO U haſt the Character and Fame of a great 
4 1 Hiſtorian; a Man of Intelligence both in the 
cards of paſt Times, and the Tranſactions of the 
gent: Therefore the Name of Chriſtina, late Queen 
dveden, cannot be ſtrange to thee. I doubt not 
ei chou haſt heard of this Princeſs, ſo celebrated 
caul F 3 through 
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throughout the Earth for her Learning, and other it v 
noble Accompliſhments ; and how ſhe voluntarily W wil 
reſign'd the Crown to one of her Kinſmen. But, the 
perhaps, thou knoweſt not the true Motives which the 
anduc'd her to this Roya/ Caprice: For it deſerves ¶ /ace 
no better Name, as thou wilt underſtand by the 


Sequel. 

Her Father. who for his ſucceſsful Wars, and 
perpetual Victories was call'd the Great Guftary, 
dying, left her in the entire Poſſeſſion of his King- 
dom and new Congueſts in Germany. But during the 
Time of her Reign, Piementelli, the Spaniſh Ambal- 
ſador at Stockbo/m, by daily converfing with this 
Great Qgeen, us'd ſuch plaufible Infinuations, 2 

evail'd on her to have a more favourable Opinion 
of the Pope and his Religion, than ſhe had before en- 
tertain'd: For all the Swedes are educated in at 
Averſion for thoſe of the Roman Faith. I need nah 7: 
explain to thee theſe Diſtinctions of Belief amo £ 
the Nazarenes ; thou art vers'd in their Hiſfory, u #: 
well as in our own. Suffice it to ſay, that thv 
Ambaſſador poſleſs'd Chriftina with ſo fair an Ia d I 
the Catholick Religion, that ſhe abandon'd her Crom ing t 
and has ever ſince been a Queen Errant, a Royal Run ſides, 
zer through Europe, being reſolv'd to make Experi that | 
ment of the Generoſity of Catholic Princes, whoſt 
Virtue Piementelli had ſo highly extoll'd. 

Twould be a Work of ſeven Moons for the mol 
induſtrious Scribe to relate all the particular Magn 
ficences with which ſhe has been entertain'd in ber 
Travels through Germany, Flanders, Alſace, Inſprick 
Ttaly and Rome, where ſhe now reſides. Every Print 
of the Roman Church, through whoſe Territories fit 
paſs'd, was ambitious to appear Prodigal of Ib 
Favours and Civilities to their i//uftrious Strange! a 
Perhaps to evade the Laſhes of her Wit, which 
they ſay, is very Satyrical. Or it may be for othe 


Reaſons more torcible and poignant. Be it hol 
1 
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er Nit will, the Roman Wits have not ſpar'd her, as thou 
ly W wilt perceive by the following Verſes, which on 
u, the firſt Day of the Moon of Fanuary were found in 
ch the Hand of Pa/quin, and on the Portal of the Pa- 
e lace Ferneſe, where ſhe reſides. 


Paz za, Gobba, & Zoppa viene dal Norte, 
d De! Monarcha Invitto Þ indegna Figlia, 
% Metre Pologna Gente & ji Scompig lia, 
K. A vane Pompe Rome apre le Porte: 
ha Contra gueſti Applauſi Þ ungrida forte, 
4. Et in baſſe Note Þ altro bis Biglia, 
hu Corre la Scioca Genti, alza le ciglia, 
u Ride Paſquin del Papa, & della Corte. 
on Su /u venite voi Ruff ani Snelli, 
en- Et por tate a Chriſtina Fravagante, 
Di venere il Scetro ne i Pazzarelli : 
not Yuo! parar dotta, & e rozza Pedante, 
E in Braccio a mangiator di Ravanelli, 


all Yue! parer caſta, & 2 Putana Errante. 


ai 1 ſend thee theſe Verſes in the Original, know- 
„ing thou art a Critick in the Italian Language; be- 
an fides, they will not ſound ſo well in Arabic. Thou 
er. that haſt been in Rome, know'ſt what Paſguin is, and 
ot no Stranger to the Humours of that ah 

Let not Lampoons of moroſe Italians abate thy 
Charity for this renowned Princeſs : But let her 
Extravagancies be an Argument of the Greatneſs of 
her Soul; and remember the old Roman Proverb, 
which ſays, There's no ſurpaſſing Genius, without 
ſome mixture of Madneſs. 


Paris, 30th of the 1} Moon, 
of the Nar 1656. 
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LET 1 6 K-£AV:. 


To the ſame. 


Aving the Space of an Hour before the P. 
goes, I could not forbear to inform thee of 
new Star which lately appear'd in theſe Parts, moy. 
ing in a direct Line from Eaft to North. The Afr: 
nomers have made accurate Obſervations of it, and 
yet are at a Loſs what to conclude. Some ſay, tis 
below the Moon, others place it in the Sphere of the 
xed Stars. One will have it a Meteor; a ſecond a. 
firms it to be a Planes; whilſt the Jero report eve- 
ry where, that tis the Star of Jacob, and a Sigh 
that their Meſſas is at Hand. 

Nathan Ben Saddi, one of that Nation at Vienna, 
ſends me ſtrange Stories concerning the Prodigie: 
av hich ſhall go before and accompany the Appear- 
ance of the Deliverer of Iſrael (as he calls him.) 

He ſays, there ſhall ſpeedily come a Sort of People i 
from the uttermoſt Parts of the Earth, of a black and 
horrible AſpeR, ſo that whoever ſhall but caſt an Eye 
on any of them, ſhall immediately die, as by the 
Glance of a Baſi/i;k. For every one of them ſhall 
have two Heads, and ſeven Eyes, glowing and ſend- 
ing forth Sparks of Fire as poiſonous as the Flaſhei 
of the Wind E/-Samiel in Arabia. They ſhall allo 
be ſwift as Stags. And about the ſame Time, an 
extraordinary Heat ſhall low from the Sun, which 
being diſpers'd through the Elements, ſhall corrupt 
the Air, Earth, and Waters, and infe& all this 
lower World with ſuch peftilential Qualities, that 
a Million of Gentiles (for ſo the Fes call all that 
are not of their own Nation) ſhall die every Day. 
And Men ſhall be in ſo great Conſternation, that 
they ſhall run up and down the Streets crying 
Wo, Wo to us and our Children! They ſhall dig their 
own Graves, and go down into them of theit 

ovug 
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own accord, expecting Death. But that all this 
Time, the Jetos ſhall be in Safety and Health. 

This Hebreto adds, that the Light of the Sun ſh:11 

de totally extinguiſhed for the Space of thirty Days; 

doring which horrible Darkneſs, the Chri/tians and 

i W{abometans ſhall acknowledge their Errors, and 


many of them ſhall embrace the Law of Moſes; for 
which God being mov'd to Mercy, will reſtore that 
Planet again to its former Brightnels. 

| But what he ſays next, is an unhappy Preſage to 
the Romans, whole Empire, according to this Tradi- 
tion, ſhall be extended over all the Regions of the 
xrth for the Space of nine Moons. After which 
Term, God ſhall ſend the firſt Meſias, the Son of 
Joſeph, who ſhall gather the diſpers'd Tribes of 
frael, and conduct them to FJeruſalem; From 
rhence he ſhall iſſue forth, with a victorious Army, 
nd lay waſte the Roman Empire, ſack Rome itſelf, 


to Feruſalem; and the very Fear of him ſhall 
duce all Nations to his Obedience. He ſhall fight 
ith Armilla Heraſcha, the Antichriſt of the Chri- 
Hans, and ſhall deſtroy Two hundred. thouſand of 
{rmillai's Flowers; bat in the End ſhall be lain 
imſelf, and the good Angels ſhall tranſport his 
ody to the Apartment of the Fathers. 

The Fezws hold, That this Armillai ſhall ſpring 
t of an Image of the Virgin Mary in Rome, made 
Marble, with which the moſt Wicked and Pro- 
gate among Men ſhall be enamour'd, and commit 
1s e moſt exerable Uncleanneſs that can be nam'd. 
hat he Reſult of theſe adu/terous Congreſſes ſhall be, 
hat What the Statue. by a ſupernatural Power, ſhall prove 
Jay. Napregnate; and cleaving aſunder, ſhall be deliver'd 
hat WF this fyoung Antichriſt, who is to vex and perſe- 
No ute the Ferws, and afflit them with greater Cala- 
en ities than either hey or their Fathers felt ſince the 
Veil geg ning of the World. They ſhall be forc'd toflee 
Wal F 5 into 


nd carry away the immenſe Riches of the on 
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into the Deſarts, and hide themſelves in the Den and 
and Caves of the Earth, living only on the Graz W a C 
and Herbage, with the Leaves of Trees, till the and 
| oa Michael the Archangel ſhall thrice wind his MW dan: 

orn. Then ſhall the Second Me/jas, the Son of they 
David, with Elias the Prophet appear, who hall ratio 
reſcue 'em out of all their Troubles, and lead then will 
Triumphant to Paradiſe. 7 

This is the Sum of what Nathan and all the Jen NM. 
believe concerning the La Times, which they fin! 
ere now approaching: As is evident by the Riſing Mperſu 
of this New Star, accompany'd with terrible Thun tbeir 
ders and Lightnings. And the chief Patriarch ct 
Prince of the Fews is come from Feru/alem to J. Mot i 
enna, to prepare thoſe of his Nation in the Weſtrs 
Parts for the Grand Revolutions which they believe 
are ready to fall out in the World. All the Pers i 
that City went out a League to meet him, with 
great Pomp and Solemnity. 

In the mean while, I hear that the Son of the late 
Vizir Aſen makes a Confuſion among you at Cur 
ftantizople, and the Parts adjacent, being at the Hen 
of Fifty thouſand Men, on Pretence to revenge tit 
Death of his Father, but really to recover his n 


viſh'd Miſtreſs, the fair Soltana Zamiouvre, who wa Her 
forc'd from his Seraglio by the Grand Seignior's Com ewly 
mand. Women and Wine, according to the ProveriſWPuke | 
of the Franks, make all the Diſturbance in time, 
World. And without calling to Remembrance ths Ca 
Trojan Wars, the unhappy Effects of Helena's Perme t. 
fidy, we may conclude, that Women are the Of Thei 
caſions of many Quarrels among us. hich 1 
There is a Peace lately concluded between tit 
French and the New Eng/iſþ Commonwealth : ) Paris 
which means, the exil'd King of the Scots u of 


forced to depart from this Realm, which has be 
his Sanctuary for many Years. He went away " 


the Beginning of the Treaty, and has wander's ! 
aut 
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and down Germany ever ſince; ſometimes keeping 
a Court like a King, at other Times living incagnito, 
and very privately, with only two or three Atten- 
dants. That poor Prince is very unfortunate; yet, 
they ſay, he bears his Calamity with ſingular Mode- 
non, and a certain Royal Stiffneſs of Mind, which 
n MW will rather break than bend. 

This Pope is a great Peace-maker, and has ſent 
Nuntio's with Letters to all the Princes of Chriſten- 
am within the Pale of the Roman Church, earneſt] 
perſuading them to Unity and Friendſhip, that fo 
their Arms may be turn'd againſt the Mu//u/mans. 
is Predeceſſor was of another Sentiment, and would 
not intermeddle in the Quarrels of any. One Day 
ps he was looking out of a Window of his Palace 
with ſome Cardinals, they ſpied two Men a fighting 
n the Street; whereupon they defir'd the Hy 
Father to interpoſe his Authority, and command 
Peace. But he refus'd, ſaying, Let them fight it out 
nd then they'll be good Friends of courſe. And turn- 
ng to the Spaniſh Ambaſſador, he ſaid, So will it 
are with your Maſter and the King of Fance; when 
hey have ſufficiently wearied out one another with 
ars, they will gladly embrace the Propoſals of Peace- 
Here 1s great Rejoicing for the Reconciliation 
ewly made between the King and his Uncle the 
Puke of Orleans, who have been eſtranged a long 
ime, the latter having efpouſed the Prince of Con- 
s Cauſe. But now he has abandon'd it, and is 
ome to the Court. 


hich vary to all the Points of the Compaſs. 


Paris, 30th of the 1ſt Moon, 
of the Near 1656. 
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Theſe Infidels are as inconſtant as the Winds, 
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LETTER XVI. La 
To Solyman his Couſin, at Scutari. In 


See thou art given over to a Spirit of Diſcon- trig 
tent. Nothing can pleaſe thee. Thou murmur. ¶ arm 
eſt at Providence, and caſteſt Obloquies on the Ways ¶ tion 
of God: As if the Order of all Things, and the .I do 
Rabliſh'd Oeconomy of the Univerſe, muſt be chang MW wilt 
cd to gratify thy 1 | that 

Formerly thou wert troubled with dull melancho Con 
ly Thoughts about Religion: Now thou art angry ſure 
with thy Trade, and pineſt that thou wert not educs Mar 
ted in the Academy. A mechanick Life, thou ſay ſt, M Fro 
tedious and irkſome; beſides that it is beneath one none 
of thy Blood to be always employed in making of W narc 


 Turbants. Thou wiſheſt rather to have been a Cour ſeen 


tier, Soldier, or any thing, ſave what thou art. their 
Coufin, let not Pride and Ambition corrupt thy priv: 
Manners. Doſt thou not conſider, that all true Be-Mthing 
lievers are obliged to exerciſe ſome manug/ Occups 
tion, and that the Sultan himſelf is not exempte 
from this Duty? Did not the Prophet himſelf pr 
ctiſe it, and enjoin it to all his Followers? Haſt tho! 
not heard of his Words, when he ſaid, No Man «© 
eat any Thing ſweeter in this World, than whati 
acguir d by his own Labour. Doubtleſs, all the Pr 
ou and holy Men have gained their Bread by thet 
wful Employments. Adam «vas 4 Gardiner, Al 


a Shepherd, Seth a Weaver, Enoch a Taylor, Noll Th 
a Shipwright, Moſes, Saguib ad Mahomet wiiWDioge 
Shepherds; Jeſus the Son of Mary a Carpenter, Abi Spar! 
Becre, Omar, Othman, Gali and GabdorachamuWot Ti 
were Merchants. e, / 
Do'ſt thou eſteem thy felf of better Blood tho, 
Alam, from whom thou receivedſt thine ? 0 vw 
rio 


Shame prefer not thy ſelf to Noah, the Ref 1 
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Mankind, to Feſus the Meſſias, to Mabomet our holy 
Lawgiver, and to the reſt of thoſe excellent Perſons 
who thought it no Contempt to work at their ſeve- 
ral Trades, and eat the Bread of their own Labours. 
| Beſides, doſt thou conſider the dangerous In- 
- W trigues of a Prince's Court? Art thou ſufficiently 
r- W arm'd with Wit and Dexterity, to ſecure thy Sta- 
tion againſt the wily Trains of deſigning Men ? 
I do not reproach thy Abilities: Yet I think thou 
g MW wilt do better in the Po/? allotted thee by Deſtiny ; 
that is, in thy proper calling, than in the perilous 
0 WW Condition of thoſe who ſtand or fall at the Plea- 
n ſure of others. Whereas thou art now thy own 
Man, and needeſt fear no Tempeſts of State, or 
„u Frowns of thy Prince, ſo long as thou purſueſt 
none but thy private Affairs. Many Sovereign Mo- 
rarchs have envied ſuch as thee, when they have 
ſeen how cheerfully and quietly they paſs'd away 
their Time, under the Umbre//a of an obſcure and 
private Life : Whereas at the Court there 1s no- 
thing but Intriguing, Plotting and 'Treachery ; one 
undermining another, to make Way for their own 
Advance. The Court is a perfect Theatre of Fraud, 
Diſſimulation, Envy, Malice, and a thouſand Vices, 
which there act their various Parts under the Ha- 
bit and Diſguiſe of ſeeming Virtues. There a Man 
muſt flatter the Great, and ſpeak againſt his own 
denſe, and the Truth, to procure the Favour of 
Wome dignify'd Fool: Than which nothing is more 
ignoble and baſe. 
This puts me in mind of a pleaſant Repartee, which 
Diogenes the Philoſopher gave to a Courtier. The 
Spark paſſing by Diogenes as he {at in a Tub eating 
ef Turneps, put this Scoff upon him, Diogenes, ſaid 
he, If thou wou'd'ft but learn the Art of Flattery, 


o whom the Philoſopher reply d: And thou vain- 
/orious Man, if thou wou'dſt but learn to live contented 
with 
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with my homely Fare, need ſt not condeſcend to tie 
Fawning of a Spaniel. | wil 
But Couſin, let not this Paſſage cauſe thee to emu- W vio 


late the Phi/o/opher's Manner of Life, for he had of 


his Vices, as well as other Men. If he was no Flat- and 
terer, yet he was proud and opinionative : He laid I 
Trains for the Applauſe of Men in all his Actions, W fror 
and ſo taught others to become Flatterers, tho' he Wto r 
was none himſelf. All his pretended Humility, Wforn 
Mortification, and Rigour, were but ſo many De- Wthy 

coys for Fame. Of this Plato was ſenſible, who was Rea 
a far more excellent Philoſopher than he. As this Ney, 
Sage was one Day walking with ſome of his Friends Whllo 
in the Fields, they ſhew'd him Diogenes ſtanding up Water 

to the Chin in Water, whoſe Super fices was frozen nem 
over, ſaving one Hole that Dziogenes had made for the 7 
himſelf: Pub, ſays Plato, Don't regard him, and ollo 
be'll ſoon be out : For had he not ſeen us coming this Wt thy 
Way, he wou'd not have put himſelf to this Pain. Thou 

Another Time this Philoſopher came to Plates 
Houſe, and as he walk'd on the rich Carpets with 
which the Floor of the Hall was covered : See, faid 
Diogenes, how I trample on Plato's Pride. Yes, ſaid 
Plato, but with greater Pride. 

Certainly, the greateſt Phi/o/ophers, Doctors and 
even Saints themſelves, have their Errors and Fail- 
ings. Do not therefore affect to change thy Calling, 
for the Life of a Student or a contemplative Man. 
For the ſame Diſcontent will ſti]! haunt thee in that 
State, which makes thee ſo uneaſy now: Thou art 
a perfect Stranger to the intolerable Anguiſh of 
Mind which afflicts Thinking Men, and ſuch as apply 
themſelves to the Study of the Sciences. 'They Labour 
under a perpetual thirſt of Knowledge, and the more 
they learn, the greater and more ardent is their De- 
fire of farther Diſcoveries. So that the moſt accom: 
pliſh'd Sages are no more ſatisfy'd with their own 
Acquiſitions, than he who has never meddled with / 


g Books, Then 
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Then as to their Bodies, they are always vexed 

with one Malady or other, proceeding from the 

violent Agitation of their Spirits, the Intenſeneſs 

| W of their Thoughts, perpetual poring upon Books, 
nnd their ſedentary Life. 


| In all that I have faid, I do not diſſuade thee 
from ſeeking after Knowledge, I rather counſel thee 
eco read Books, and I gave thee the ſame Advice in a 
, Wformer Letter: But do it with moderation. Let not 
- Wthy Studies entrench on the Affairs of thy Calling. 
Read Hiiſtories, or other Tracts according to thy Fan- 
's ey, when thou haſt nothing elſe to do. But do not 
follow it ſo cloſe, as if thou aſpired'ſt to the Chara- 
Qer of a compleat Hiſtorian or Philoſopher. Still re- 
member, that thou art a Tyrbant Maker, and that by 
he Decrees of Fate thou art born for this Buſineſs. 
Follow it with Alacrity and Mirth. When thou art 
t thy Work, *twill be pleaſant meditating on what 
hou haſt read at thy ſpare Hours. Thou wilt find 
hy ſelf much more happy, in thus mixing Studies 
vith the neceſſary Offices of thy Trade, than in aban- 
loning thy ſelf wholly to a contemplative Life. And 
d In the midſt of thy Diſguſts, thou may'ſt comfort 
hy ſelf with this Reflection, that thou art of none 
nd f the moſt deſpicable Callings, which ſerve the Ne- 
l- Weſlities of Man's Body. Had thy Imployment been 
17, nly to make A $reng' or Sandals, which cover the 
an. {Weet, it might have been an Argument of Diſcon- 
hat ent to thee, in regard the Foot is the moſt con- 
art Wemptible Member in the Body, But now thou paſ- 
of t thy Time in making Ornaments for the Head, 
ply {Which is the nobleſt Part, and Commander of all the 
our Melt, thou haſt no Reaſon to repine. 
ore I If, after all, thou reſolveſt to change thy Courſe of 
De- Wife, I adviſe thee to turn Soldier, for then thou 
om- puſt be contented and patient per force. 
vn Paris, 13th of the 4th Moon, 
inf of the Tear 1656. 
hen IF | | LE T. 
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LETTER XVII. lt 


ch. 
To Melec Amet. ep 
Ext 


HE Nazarenes boaſt much of the new Cs an 

verts they have made from the Mu/ſulmans Law for 

to the Faith of Feſus the Son of Mary. On the 234 | 
of the laſt Moor, a Moor of Tripoli was baptiz'd in NY 
a Church of this City; and the next Day he was 5 
anointed with their Chriſm or Holy Oil (as they call N Shi, 
it) which they ſay has a Vertue to confirm and port 
ſtrengthen him in his new Religion. On the 25th Seig 
he was cloath'd all in white Linen, and walk'd in N lavi 
Proceſſion through the Streets with Mufick playing nan 
before em, whilſt the Ground was ſtrewed with his! 
Flowers. When he arrived at the great Mo/ch of this like 
City, a Prieſt gave him that which they eſteem the Cb. 
Body of the Meſfias ; but in reality is only a Wafer, ¶ doaſt 
with the Figure of a Man crucify'd on it. Theſe NC 
Wafers are made and fold to the Prieſis by the com- . Ye 
mon Bakers of the Town, and yet they make the Nb. 
poor ignorant People believe, with four Words they Wade 
can change em into an immortal God. in- 
The Renegado Moor appears very zealous and de- uriſc 
vout, frequenting the Temples, and viſiting all hoy ud 
Places. He walks along the Streets with Beads in Nun. 
his Hand, which the People interpret as an Argu- {tu 
ment of his Piety to the Virgin Mary, the Mother N 
of Jeſus. For when they pray to her, it is the Cuſ- 
tom to number their Oraiſons on Beads. But all this {ding 
while they conſider not that he may be an Hypocrit: 
as to their Religion, and inſtead of addreſſing his 
Prayers to her, may direct them to God alone ; a 
all the true Faithful do, who uſe Beads in rehearſing 
the divine Ejaculations as well as the Chri/tians in re- 
peating their Ave Maria, which they ſay was the 
Salutation that Gabriel gave the Virgin, when he en. 
ter d her Oratery. i pe 


— ——— —  -- — - — - 
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Be it how it will, he gets abundance of Money 
by his Devotion : For the Franks are really very 
charitable, and give plentiful 4/ms to the Poor: but 
eſpecially to one under his Circumſtances they are 
extremely liberal, that ſo they may imprint in him 
more fervent Affection, and profound Reverence 
for their Re/igion. | 


0 

4 But he is not the only Convert they brag of. Ma- 
na y Captives they either wheedle, or force to turn 
s WW Chriſtians. Thus, he that was taken at Sea by the 
Ships of Malta twelve Years ago, when it was re- 
d ported through Chriſtendom that he was the Grand 
h eigsior's Son, is of late turn'd Chriſtian and Friar, 
in laving ſolemnly and in Publick abjur'd the Mu/u/- 
n Lato, curs'd our Holy Prophet, and all thoſe of 
th his Race, with the Believers of the Alcoran. He is 


is like to come to great Preferments in the Roman 
he Church: They call him the Ottoman Father; and 
7, Coaſt that the rue Heir of the Turkiſh Empire is a 
eſe NCbriſtian, and in their Cuſtody. 
m. Yet after all, the Proſelyte of greateſt Fame is Don 
he NPbilippo, the Son of the Bey of Tunis, of whom I 
ey ("ade mention in one of my former Letters. This 
'rince is now at Valentia, under the King of Spain's 
de- Noriſdiction, who allows him a conſiderable Penſion, 
nd has given him leave to marry a Princeſs of that 
Wuntry, very beautiful and ingenious, but of a poor 


gu- ertune: He has one Son by her. Tis ſaid, the 
her Ng of Spain deſigns to ſet forth a mighty Fleet of 
u- %; and having furniſh'd this Prince with all 
this Things neceſſary for a warlike Expedition, will ſend 


um thus equipp'd to claim the Government of Tunis; 
his er in caſe of Denial, to make a Deſcent in that King- 
en and fight for it. But I believe this will only 
ove a Spaniſh Rodomontade, that Monarch having 
ork enough cut out for him in Europe and America 
the French and Engliſh, to divert him from any 
* ch wild Enterprize on Africk. However it be 
the 


* 
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this Den Philippo is much talk'd of in Chriftenden, 
and the Spaniards flatter themſelves with the Hope 


of Conquering a great Part of Barbary by his Mean, 


he having many Friends, and a conſiderable Intereſ 
in thoſe Parts. 

Thou may'ſt acquaint the Divan, that O/man the 
Dwarf is ſtill living, and ſerves the Port with a fe. 
cret and untainted Zeal. Two Days ago he diſcover 
ed a cunning Practice of Cardinal Mazarini, whol: 
Motions and Intrigues he watches very narrowh 
He aſſures me, that this Miniſter has diſpatchel 
away two Agents to the King of Sweden and Eleds 
of Brandenburg, with a Letter to each of theſe Prinz 
from the King of France; alſo with blank Paper, 
and the King's Seal, giving them Inſtructions to hi 
up thoſe Blanks, and ſeal them with the Xi! 


Signet, according as they found the 1 go fo 


ward between thoſe Princes. The main Deſigno 
this Trick being to hinder them from entring in 
to a League againſt the King of Poland, by all th 
Artifice theſe Agents could uſe, in exactly timing 


and ſuiting their counterfeit Letters, to the Diff 


culties and Miſunderſtandings that always happe 
in ſuch Treaties, that ſo they may exaſperate ea 
Party againſt the other, as occaſion offer d, withoil 
being obliged to ſend to France for freſh Letter 
which would breed too much Delay, and ſpoil the 
Deſign: 

By this thou og fo perceive, that Cardinal M 
Zarini comes not | 
in managing the Affairs of Foreign Courts. He 
the very Soul of all the grand Buſineſs in Chri} 
dom. 


A general Heart-burning has poſleſs'd the Fren 


eſpecially the Inhabitants of Paris, ever fince 


Conclufion of the laſt Year, when the King iſlut 
out certain Orders, commanding that all the Go 


and Silver-money in the Kingdom ſhould be broug 
| 1 


ort of his Predeceſſor Richer 


* 


m 
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into his Mint to be new coin'd.. The Merchants firſt 
complain'd of this Z4di#; and then it was murmur'd 
at by all the Trading People. At length the Par- 
lament of Paris took it into their Conſideration 
and oppoſed the King's Pleaſure: Upon which he 
| baniſhed eight of their Members, and has ſeveral 
Times prohibited them to aſſemble ; yet they per- 
ſited to meet, till he baniſh'd more of them: 
Which inſtead of awing them into the expected 
Compliances, has but incens'd *em more: And the 
diſcontented C/ergy blow up the Coals, as do like- 
wiſe the Friends of the Prince of Conde. The Par- 
liament are very bold and peremptory in their Pro- 
ceedings, having expreſly forbid the Citizens of 
0 Paris to obey the King's Order, and decreed that 
Nothing ſhall be done in their Aſembly, till the 
do baniſh'd Senators be recall'd. 
Things being at this paſs, we expect nothing but 
Inſurrections, Maſſacres, and other effects of po- 
palar Fury. The Rich are laying in vaſt Quantities 
Wt Corn and other Proviſions, as if they expected a 
ziege. And the Poor fare the better for it, whilſt 
great Largeſſes are given among them by the Gran- 
tes of the Parliament, to engage them in the 
action. Beſides, thou know'ſt, the Multitude al- 
ays delight in Novelty and State-Tempeſts,hop- 
ng for Plunder, and to enrich themſelves by the ruin 
f others. 
know not what Conduct is fitteſt for me to uſe 
W this Caſe. Whether it will be beſt for me to 
bide in this City, or follow the Court, which is 
ow at La Fere in Piccardy: Or, whether I ſhould 
etire to ſome other Place, leſs liable to civil Diſ- 
rbances. I wiſh the Miniſters of the Porte would 
ce "nd me full Inſtructions, what I ought to do in 
cle Emergencies. 
e Go From Rome we hear, that the Pope and Cardinals 
on e in great Conſternation on ſome Intelligence wy 
ve 


is the Will of my Superiors, that I ſhould no 
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have receiv'd, That the Eng/i/p intend to make a 
Deſcent on the Territories of the Church. That Na- 
tion is now become the great Bug-bear of all Europe, ¶ ſuc 
ſince they have molded. themſelves into a Commen- ang 
wealth. 


Every Kingdom and Empire has a time to riſe, and ¶ got 


another to fall. But who can determine the Period I 
wherein the Ottoman Glory will decline, which is that 
not yet advanc'd to its Zenith ? a p 
cap! 

Paris, 27th of the 5th Moon, Plu 
of the Year 1656. for 

do r 

wo inc 
| at a 
LETTER XVIII. leaf 

Z a a : B 
To Sedree Al Giraw'n, Chief Treaſurer Ia H 
to the Grand Seignior. ſinif] 

him 


| HY Virtues have at length raiſed thee to: 2s J. 

] glorious Truft, the Charge of immenſę Wealth. V 
Thou haſt in thy Cuſtody the Riches why .annot Wang | 
be match'd in the Univerſe. G, inſpire thee with N To 
Graces ſuitable to a Dignity ſo full of Temptations Nat 8. 
I hope thou wilt not be affronted. at my Prayer, u- 
was thy Predeceſſor Kienan Baſa, at ſome Counſel for ; 
of like Nature, which gave. him in a Letter. Some Wre(pe 
Men are ſtrangely cholerick, and look on thoſe » WHon, 
Enemies who give them good Advice. I only war. Win th, 
ned him of the ordinary Cheats that are practiſed 4 An 


certain Times in. the Treaſury, which thou knowichis! 


to be true, as well as I. And I tell thee farther, be hat 
himſelf was ſuſpected by many in the Scraglio notgthe C 
to have been altogether exempt from Guilt. 

Whether he were or not, I performed but md th, 
Duty in giving him neceſſary Cautions. For, 1 
afra 
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dtraid to unravel the Secrets of thoſe that are falſe 
to the Grand Seignior. I did not charge him with 
| W (ich a Crime, and therefore he had no Reaſon to be 
angry: But ſome Men will pick a Quarrel with 
their own Shadows. Ina Word, this Grandee for- 
got himſelf. | 
d In ſaying ſo, I do not reflect on his Original, or 
chat he was found ſleeping on a Dunghill in Ra, 
a poor ragged Infant, when the Tartars took him 
captive, among many Thouſands of others, in the 
Plunder of /7narow, and fold em to the Capa Agaſi, 
for thirteen Pia/ters, by Reaſon of his Beauty. I 
do not call to mind the Circumſtances of his Youth ; 
fince 'tis common for the meaneſt Slaves to arrive 
at an extraordinary Grandeur by their Merits, or at 
leaſt through the Favour of the Svltan. 

But what I aim at 1s, that in his being diſguſted 
at the Remonſtrances I made of ſome private and 
ſiniſter Practices in the Treaſury, he forgot that he 
himſelf is ſtill a Slave to the Grand Sergnior as well 
ois J. and therefore not above Inſtruction. 

Ich. Wel zt ſeems he is now made Captain Baſſa, 
not Wand thu, 1cceedeſt him in the Office of Treaſurer. 
atl To bir: 1 wiſh all imaginable Succeſs and Victories 
om Wat Sea, for the ſake of our Great Maſter, and the 


» UBM/i/man Empire; to thee, for thy own ſake, and 
aſe or my Brother's, whom I know thou wilt ever 
ome Wreipect as a Friend, I wiſh Increaſe of Riches and 
> 4 Honours, even as thy Merits and Services augment 
wal in the Eſteem of the Sy/tan, and of all the World. 

d u And1 tell thee, I have far livelier hopes to ſee 
WI this latter Wiſh take Effect than the former: For 
r, , hat Reaſon hare we to expect better Luck from 

no 


he Courage or Conduct of this Ozrcos Kie nan, than 
rom the brave Zorneſan Muſtapha, who command- 
t mühe the Fleet laſt Year. 

Tu This unhappy Thought has put me into as me- 
ot bi ncholy a Humour, as Zea: was in when the 2zeen 
of 
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of Carthage required an Account of the Treju 
Wars. For I have heard that Cara Muſtapha Baſ 
ſucceeded Zorneſan in the Command of the Flex, 
and in the Revolution of a Moon was made Manſy 
again, for the ſake of Kienon Baſſa, or rather far 
the ſake of the licentious Soldiers, who it ſeem 
command all Things. I have been informed all 
of all the other Tragedies acted at the Seraglio, fince 
the ſecond Moon of this Year. Neither are the Cay 
ſes and Origin of ſo much Slaughter and Bloodſhel 
hid from me. Tis too apparent, that there is a 
univerſal Diſorder and Corruption in the Diſcipline Rut t 
of the Fanizaries. here 

I formerly wrote tu the. Kiaya Bey on this Ac-Wod 
count. But it ſeems Avarice, the Root of all EV He C 
had render'd him inſenſible and obdurate, Bu 

Is it not a Shame that the Pay of thoſe who ſerve abb! 
the Grand Seignior in the Wars, ſhould be detain'Wi 
not three or four Moons, but five or ſix Nears, by 
their corrupt Officers? They fit at home enjoying 
their Eaſe, revelling in Taverns, and committingi 
thouſand Riots ; whilſt the others undergo num 
berleſs Fatigues abroad, and are reduced to the er 
tremeſt Neceſſities, not having ſo much as ti 
Veſts allow'd 'em by the Sz/tan, to cover their N. 
kedneſs! And if they complain of their Suffering 


inſtead of Redreſs, they meet with nothing bun gi; 
Taunts and Reproaches, as if they were not wohn un 

thy to eat the Su/tan's Bread and Salt, tho' theyMing 
freely hazard their Lives for him. It is no wond«ener; 
the Fanizaries are ſo unbridled in their Rage, aft«Ments 
ſo many Provocations. the 
Yet I cannot but lament the Fate of thoſe uiWent ? 
fortunate Men, who were ſacrificed to the Fury He v 
that inſolent Militia: Eſpecially I condole the Lr the 
of the brave So/yman Kyziyr Aga. The FanizariiWnd th 
kad an old Grudge againſt him, ever ſince his hi or 
I 3 


Diſpuq 


} 
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Diſpute with the Bo/tangi Baſſa, and now they were 
ſolved to execute their Revenge. 
As for the Kiaya Bey, it ſeems to be a Stroak of 
fivine Juſtice, that he who had been the Cauſe of 
Il this Mutiny, ſhould in Remorſe ſtrangle him- 
elf, and ſo go to Hell, as an Expiation for the many 
ives he had caſt away. 
And there's little leſs to be ſaid, in reſpe& of the 
Ai, who was the Chief of thoſe that betray'd 
heir Maſter, Su/tan Ibrahim. To tell thee my true 
Reſentments, I am heartily ſorry for all the Reſt: 
But to thoſe who were concern'd in that Treaſon, 
here ſeems no Pity due. And the Mufti may thank 
od and his good Stars, that his Life went not with 
he Others. They report here, he is fled into Egypt. 
But what was that Gelep A/an, who headed this 
ere abble of Mutineers? I have heard nothing of 
ine im, before the Intelligence I receiv'd of his ſud- 
en Riſe, and equally precipitate Fall, during this 
umult. He was, I ſuppoſe, ſome paſſionate Fool, 
Fan ill contrived Midriff, which us'd to make a 
Wuarrel between his Heart and his Spleen: And 
om this inteſtine Broil he habitually learn'd the 
ay to ſet People together by the Ears A po- 
lar Man, an Incendiary, and one that knew how 
 wheedle the Vulgar to his own ruin. Wha 
u give an Account of theſe Things? Or, who 
n unravel the Web of Deſtiny ? Tho' there's no- 
ing ſtrange in his particular Caſe, yet in the 
eneral *tis prodigious, that ſuch little Inſtru- 
ents ſhould be able to give ſo terrible a Shock 
the Frame of an ancient and mighty Govern- 
ent ? 
ry He was a Man of no Fame or Character, and yet 
Lor the ſpace of two Moons, he may be ſaid to com- 
arid the greateſt Sovereign in the World, ſole Pro- 
s hoictor of Fame and Honour. And had he puſh'd 
(pu his Intereſt, tis not improbable, but that he 
might 
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might have exalted himſelf above his Maſter, an; 
ſecured his Poſt againſt al! After-claps. For, «M 
cording to my Intelligence, he had, during the 8 
dition, heap'd together prodigious Sums of My 
ney, the Preſents of Baſ/a's, and other Miniſter; 
the Porte, who all ador'd this new rifing Comet, af 
ſought his Protection and Favour againſt the hy 
barous Rabble. But it ſeems he was infatuate 
with too much Glory, and conſider'd not that ey, 
ry Body watch all Opportunities and Occafion 
to ruin him: And that his very Followers woul 
be the. firſt to betray him, as ſoon as the Hurry t 
their Inſurrection was over. This generally happe 
to all Ring/eaders of Parties. When once the 89 
rits of a Faction are ſpent, the Lees (which conll 
of Regret and Confuſion) are diſcharged on thai 
who firſt fermented them, mix'd with the Reveng 
of the State. 

There are abundance of great and brave M. 
gone: But the old Negidher was of their Cound 
and he brought them to Ruin, as he did the Cori 
of Mecca, when they conſpir'd againſt the Lite 
the Prophet. This Devil enter'd the Temple (whe 
they were aſſembled) in the Shape of an ance 
Man, decrepid and leaning on a Crutch : And wh: 
he was commanded to withdraw, he told them, 5 
was a Senior, who had ſeen all Ages, and remark'd K 
Occurrences of Times; that he was expert in unfolii 
Secrets, and rendring difficult Things eaſy. In a Wo 
he uſed ſo many plauſible Inſinuations, that th 


1 


admitted him into their Aſſembly. But none 
their Counſels proſper'd. | r fo 
That malicious Dæmon is often preſent in the 8 
bals of ſeditious Men; and tho? they ſee him ds 
yet he ſecretly undermines their Plots, and bring} T 
em to Shame and Puniſhment. For he is the Meaſie 
rit of Envy; and tho' he be himſelf a Rebel, Mason: 
the Ringleader of a Faction in the Kingdom of ace”, 
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r; yet ſuch is his ſpightful Nature, that he ſel- 
dom ſuffers any Rebellion to thrive on Earth: Not 
for any Love that he bears to Government, but be- 
zuſe he delights to be active in Miſchief, be it 
vhere it will; and the Guardian Spirits will not 
affer him to mix with the eſtabliſh'd Divans of an 
mpire. - 

Phe All-good God preſerve thee from the Malice 
f wicked Demons that always hover about Trea- 
ures of Gold and Silver. 


Paris, 22d of the 7th Moon, 
of the Near 1656. 


Y 


and 


LETTER 
To the ſame. 


—_— —— 


a. Sl... 


XIX. 


Me HE Troubles of the $u4/ime Porte touch'd 


punch me ſo nearly, and embark'd my Soul in ſuch 
Con tempeſt of ſollicitous Thoughts and Anxieties for 
Lite Mie Honour and Safety of the O/marn Empire, that I 
(whe xd no Leiſure to think of my own particular Ha- 
ncirds, whilſt I was writing the other Letter. Yet 
uch have been engulph'd in abundance of vexatious 
Mm, "rcumſtances and perilous Accidents. 

lr generally happens, that when one Misfortune 
folie a Man, it brings a Train along with it. So 
Wat at ſome Seaſons we ſeem to be beſieged with 
at ils, or at leaſt ſo cloſely block d up by an Army 
one Calamities, that there is no Paſſage left open ei- 
r for Relief or Intelligence. 

So has it fared with me of late, and with thou- 
ds of others, I doubt not, in this populous Ci- 


| brußg The Rebellion of the Prince of Conde is the 
the Y calion of all this. For the King having ſome 
bel, Pons to apprehend a ſecret Conſpiracy of the 
7 + ace's Friends and Well-wiſhers in Paris and other 
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| Ranks, and the Nobles are ſent to the Caſtle in the 


Places, has cauſed a very ſevere Scrutiny to be mad 
of all Strangers and Sojourners. The S9ubaſhi'; or 
Officers go to every Houſe within their Precind, 
taking down the Names of all the Inhabitants in writ 
Ing, and ſeizing the Perſons of thoſe whom the 
ſufpect. The Priſons are fill'd with People of il 


Wood of Vintiennes. "Tis ſaid, the King has a Lif 
of many Thoufands of Conde's Party in Paris, whole, 
deſigns, on a prefix d Day, to take up Arms for tu ee 
Prince, and that their Example would have been fn 
low'd all over the Kingdom. | * 

God knows what is in the Hearts of theſe Inf: Mic, 
I am ſure Mahmut is wholly a Stranger to ther: 
Plots. Tho' laſt Year I receiv'd certain Inſtruftion 


from the Vizir Azem, commanding me to act ſecret 
ly in the Prince of Conde's behalf, to abet the FafinWn 
and uſe all the Endeavours and Art I could, to raid | 
a new Party for him among the Courtiers. But Whe/ 
wav'd ſo dangerous an Employment, by propoſa . 
to him the vaſt Expences it would require, and O. 
Neceſlity of ſending ſome extraordinary Embaſſy i; 
this Court to Countenance the Buſineſs. To na 
thee the Truth, I eſteem'd it a Thing impracticab er- 
and a mere Caprice of that active Baſ/a, who ha: 
natural Kindneſs for Rebels, and delighted to h.. 
a Hand in difficult Undertakings, whether there vi: 1 
any Likelihood of Succeſs or not. ud, 
But he is dead, and let that atone for all his g= 
bellions, when he had the Command of Aleppo. I 10: 4 
not to load the departed Souls with Accufationh /; 
What I have to ſay is in my own Vindication, WW, ; 
could not approve his politick Chimera : In regu L 
had it ſucceeded, no Profit or Advantage wore, 
from thence ariſe to the Ottoman Empire : And M 
it been diſcover'd, not only I, and all the Secrets! 22 
my Commiſſion would have lain open to the AH. 
bat alſo it would have been an eternal Diſhonour M 


Blem 
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de WBlcmiſh to the high reſplendent Porte, to be found 
or Meuilty of violating, in ſo notorious a manner, the 
6, Much it had given to the moſt antient and puiſſant 
ri Wonarchy among the Nazarenes. 
bey Beſides, I know not but this Miniſter had a pri- 
ate Grudge againſt me, for accuſing him formerly 
the to the Did an, when he held Correſpondence with 
Lit the YVenetians : And that he ftudied this Way to be 
whoFWecvenged, by employing me in an Affair which muſt 
tht eeds be my Ruin. However, I think I had Rea- 
\ fol-WMon to be cautious and apprehenſive of the worſt, 
"his made me diſpatch to him a Letter full of ſpe- 
dil: WMicus Umbrages, ſeeming to approve his Deſign, 
therWut entangling it with ſuch Difficulties, as would 
vert him from farther Thoughts of it. 
Yet after all, I have been really brought into 
anger, on the bare Suſpicion of being concern'd 
the Prince of Conde's vide ; by which thou may'ſt 
els at the Conſequence had I hearken'd to the 
izir's Advice. 
One Morning early the Officers appointed for 
is Purpoſe enter'd my Chamber: And having 


ecret 


0 Tall 


To tmanded my Name, Buſineſs, and Quality, I an- 
ticabWer'd, My Name was Titus Durlach Nieski; bu? 
o had: for fpertneſs, and to denote my Country, I was 
to hat monly call d, Titus the Moldaviam; and that by 


Y 


Name IT was well knoten to Cardinal Mazarini, 25 
ad been to bis Preatees for Richelieu, and other Cour- 
rs of great Quality. I told them likewiſe, That 2 
a Clerk, who under/iood ſerie foreign Languager, 
therefore had been often employ'd by thoſe Cardi- 
„ tn tranſlating Books out of Greck and Arabick 
Latin 2 French: For hich Reaſon, being re- 
Imended by Cardinal Richelieu, 7 had been intro- 
ea into the Acguaixtance of jereral Nubles, rby/e 
ren I taught thoſe Languages: And that ſome of 
n had promiſed to make me Curate / t. Stephen's 
urch, as ſo6n as it 3045 Vacant, | 
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They ſeem'd to be very well ſatisfy'd with wht 
I ſaid ; but told me moreover, They had a Commiſ. 
Hon to ſearch my Loagings for Arms and Treaſonabl, 
Papers. 

It is impoſſible to expreſs the Horror I was in, 
when I ſaw them go roundly to work, prying into 
every Corner, and ſearching my Trunks, Cofferg, 
and even my Bed it ſelf. Not that I had any Guilt 
upon me of concealing either Arms or Papers relat- 
ing to this Conſpiracy, but my Concern was for my 
Box of Letters to the Miniſters of the Porte. As for 
Arms, they found no other but an old Sword, which 
I told them ] travel:*d with out of my own Country, 


124 


and a Brace of Piſtols for the fame Uſe, to deſend i 


me from Robbers, Aſſaſſins, and other Injuries. 

Theſe Fellows ſeem'd mightily pleas'd with the 
curious Workmanſhip of my Weapons, ſurvey'd 
them all over, and having drawn my Sword out of 
the Scabbard, and made a Paſs or two with it again 
the Wall, after the French Mode of Fencing, they 
put it in again, telling me, They had no Authority 
to ta le theſe Arms from me, ſi nce they were neceſſary fit 
my Defence. But when they came to my Box of Let. 
ters, and ſaw them written in ſtrange Characters 
which none of them could read, they began to loot 
on one another, and change their Countenance, 281 
there were ſome dangerous Matter contain'd in theſe 
Papers, and therefore writ in Cyphers. 

They went aſide to one End of the Chamber, 
whiſpering together, and nodding their Heads with 
all the Symptoms of Jealouſy. At length, I inter 
rupting them, ſaid, © You need not, Gentlemen, be 
*« concern'd about thoſe Papers: They were et 
ec with me by a Merchant- Jero of my Acquaintance 
% and they are Letters of Correſpondence betwee 
« him and ſome of his Brethren at Rome, Yeni 
« Amſterdam, and other Places in Europe. Tis then 


fore they are written in a Character which toy 
46 appel 


in any 
furniſt 
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wou'd 
Fellou 
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appears ſtrange, it being Hebrew, the Nationa/Lan- 
« guage of the Jews. They contain only Matters 
« of Traffick, being Letters of Mart and Exchange: 
For you know the ers are the greateſt Merchants, 
« Brokers, and Bankers'in the World.” 

Theſe Words, with ſome Gold which I gave 'em, 
diſpers'd all their Suſpicions, clear'd up their cloucy 
Brows, and turn'd their Frowns into Smiles and com- 
plimental Addreſſes. They told me, I was a very 
bono Man, and they would do me what Service they 
. So bid me adieu. 

By this thou may'ſt ſee the mighty Power of that 
charming Metal, which commands all Things. For, 
whatever I cou'd have ſaid without that had been 
inſignificant. But theſe Idolaters melted into an In- 
difference at the firſt Sight of glittering Pi/oles; and 
when I had once render'd them thus ductile, 'twas 
ezlicr to frame them to the moſt devout Appearance 
of Reſpect and Friendſhip. They promiſed and 
ſwore no hurt ſhould be done me. | 

But I knew the Fickleneſs of human Fidelity bet. 
ter than to repoſe any great Confidence in theſe 
Mens Words. As ſoon as they were gone, I convey'd 
my Letters to Eliachim, who cou'd eafily conceal em 
in any private Corner of his Houſe, deſiring him to 
furniſh me with ſome Letters of indifferent Con- 
cerns, written in Hebrew, that if theſe Searchers 
ſhou'd come again, and demand a ſecond View of 
my Box, perhaps with deſign to carry it to ſome Mi- 
niſter of State, I might have thoſe Hebrew Diſpatches 
ready to ſhew, which being put in the ſame Box, 
wou'd not be known from the other by ſuch ignorant 
Fellows, to whom Hebrew, Arabick and Chineſe 
were all alike, and ſo I ſhould be acquitted from all 
future Trouble of this nature. 

And this Event anſwer'd my Expectation: For 
within three Days the ſame Men came again, with 
others in their Company, pretending they had freſh 

3 Warrant, 
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Warrants, and were {worn to be impartial. Where 
fore I was forced to attend them, whilſt they carrie — 
both me and my Box before a Cadi or Judge, wo — 
having examin'd me very ſtrictly concerning ny 
Name, Country, Religion, and other Matters, ang 
leeming well ſatisfied with all my Anſwers, at li 
ſent for a Prieſt well vers'd in the Hebrew Tongue, 
ordering him to peruſe the Letters; which when be 
had done, he aſſur'd the Cadi, that there was not! 
Word in any of them relating to the State, being 
33 Matters of private Contracts and Bargaias 
etween Merchant-Correſpondents with Bills d 
Lading, Cc. So I had my Box of Sham-Lettersre 
Ror'd to me again, and was honourably diſmifs'd. 

Yet, tho? this Storm was ſoon blown over, I wi 
very near running on Rocks and Sands thro! the 
Perſecution of thy Predeceſſor Kienan-Baſſa, an 
Kiſur Dramelec, with many others in the Scraglis: 
The firit keeping from me the Penſion allowed h 
the Grand Seignior; the ſecond either ſending me n 
Intelligence, or elſe baffling me with trifling Ney 
nothing to the Purpoſe; the reſt aſperſing me to th 
Miniſters of the Divan, 

I defire thee to ſend me the Arrears that are be 
hind for the Space of nineteen Moons, as thou wi 
find in the Regifer of the Haſna. Had it not bee 
for Eliachim, that honeſt Few, I ſhould have bee 
Tuin'd in this Place for want of Money. 

I need not ſay more to thee, who know'ſt thit 
Cold is the Grand Taliſman, which works all th 
Miracles in the World. 


a 


diate F 

Paris, 22d of the 7th Moor, from ( 

of the Year 1656. how | 
Even 


nion t. 
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LETTER I. 
To Dgnet Oglou. 


H O can penetrate into the yeri- 
ous Conduct of Deſtiuy: Whether 
God governs this World by the In- 
fluence of the Stars, or by the Mi- 
niltry of Spirits, or by his own imme- 
date Power? Or whether all Things did not proceed 
from Chance, and are ſtill ruled by the ſame ? Be it 
how it will, there remains ſomething adorable. 
Even that Chance itſelf, ſuppoſing Epicurus's Opi- 
nion true, is worthy of Supreme Honours and Sacria 
es, which has, with ſuch exquiſite Luck, per- 
torm'd all the Parts of infinite Wiſdom and Fore- 
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caſt, in forming and preſerving the Univerſe. Were 
Ia Difciple of that PHiloſopher, every Morning when 
I beheld the riſing Sun, and at Mid-Day when I 
him climb the Meridian, and in the Evening when 
he takes his Conge of this upper World, to viſit our 
Antipoges, would I with profoundeſt Veneration cry 
out, O eternal Chance] O cmnipotent Caſualty! Q 
incomprehenſible Blindneſs ! J adore thee, I burn It 
cenſe to thee, and do all Things which the duller ſurt 
of Mortals think are only due to an All-wiſe, All: 
gocd, and an All-mighty God. Thus would I address 
to that infinite Pe//-Me/l] of Atoms, could I believe 
with Epicurus, that from ſuch an inconceivable 
Hurly-Burly, proceeded all this admirable Beauty 
and Order which we behold. 

Thou wilt perceive by this, that I am religiouſly 
diſpoſed 5 and rather than not adore ſome Supren 
Being, I would make a Deity of that which to others 
is the Fountain of Athei/m. And I think there is Rex 
ſon on my Side. For let this World be produced how 
it will, whether by the caſual Concourſe of Atom, 
or by the deliberate Act of an eternal Mind; whe- 
ther it be eternally Self-exiſtent, according to the 
Stoicks, or be the genuine Reſult of the Divine Idea's 
as the Platoniſts ſay ; it is but juſt that we ſhould pay 
the moſt devout and grateful Acknowledgments to 
the Source of ſo many immenſe Prodigies and 
Wonders. 

But then, what ſhall we ſay for all the EVI 
that appears in the World? That there is ſuch 
Thing as EY IL ſcatter'd up and down through 
all the Ranks of Beings, and as it were blended and 
rivetted in their very Eſſences, as is manifeſt at firl 
View; and every Man has his Share of this epide 
mical Contagion. But whence it proceeds who 
can inform me? I am not the firſt that have ask 
the Queſtion. Many Years ago the inquiſitive World 


was buſy in ſearching out the Rost of E VII. * 
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there were almoſt as many Opinions about it, as 
there were Nations on Earth. | 

Some aſſerted, that all EY IL came out of the 
North : Others derive it from the South; as if the 
two Poles were the Centres and native Seats of 
this Malady of the World. But theſe ſeem to be 
Men of ſhort Diſcourſe, and ſhallow Reaſon, ſu- 
pinely credulous, and willing to take. up with any 
thing rather than be at the Pains of attentive Con- 
templation. 

Yet this Opinion has ſo far prevail'd in theſe Ve- 
ſtern Parts, that the Nazarene Prieſts, when they ce- 
lebrate their Maſs, ſtand on the North-fide of the 
Altar at the reading of the Goſpel, turning their 
Back to that Quarter of the World. And the Rea- 
Jon they give for this Ceremony is, becauſe in the 

written Law it is ſaid, Out of the North comes all 
EI. I have heard 'em ſeriouſly maintain this 
- WArgument. But God knows whether there be any 
ſuch Place in the written Law, or no; or, if there 
be, whether it muſt be taken in this Senſe. Yet 1 
wſt confeſs, the Romans have ſome Reaſon to be- 
eve it, having experimentally felt a great deal of 
VIL from the Northern Gaths and Vandals, who, 
n former Ages, ruſh'd out of their frozen Regions, 
nd came down like a Torrent upon 7taly, and other 
arts of Europe, making Havock of all Things Civil 
nd Sacred. And if this be the Ground of their Ce- 


[ | Femony, they have greater Reaſon now to change 
h aFWieir Station, and turn their Backs to the South-Eaſt, 
ring been much more fatally handled by the vic- 
andrious My//u/mans. 


The antient Parthians held, that there were 79 
ide ⸗ N ncipies or Sources of all Things, viz. GOOD 
vho d EVIL; and that there has been an eternal 
k'0MLarrel between them: But in the End, they ſay, 
ore GOO D ſhall get the Victory, and exterminate 
And e EYIL. This Opinion was embraced by a 
ere G 5 Sec 
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dect of Chriſtians whom they call'd Manichees. The 

Founder of that Sc& was a Perſian by Birth: His th 
Name was Afanes, a very learned Man, as the Re. to 
cords of the EA teſtify ; yet the Chriſtians rank him w 
among the molt pernicious Hereticks., He taught, W lea 
That Wine was the Blocd of Devils; and therefore M ter 
forbad it to his Followers. He alſo prohibited the iſ ore 
Fleſh of Animals. This he learn'd from the Prizf:M 7:4 
of Egypt, where he reſided a conſiderable Time. But 


But to return to the Sentiments of Men concern whi 
ing the Origin of EVIL. There are ſome who 2. all, 
firm God is the Author of it; which is not far from an u 
Blaſphemy. Others ſay, that when the Devils wen 81 
exterminated from the Earth, they in Revenge Ray: 
fow'd the Seeds of EVIL in the Univerſe. Bull zn 
that of the Stoicks ſeems the moſt plauſible to me edyc 


For they aſſerted, that nothing is EY TL of itſen to t} 
but that the Contrariety which we behold in te Gro 
World is very good, and conduces to eſtabliſh ti learn, 
Order and Oeconomy of all Things. ; After 
My dear Dgnet, do not eſteem me an Atheiſt, beſ found 
cauſe of the Liberty I take in diſcourſing of the Men 
myſterious Things. There are a ſort of People her ence 
in the Veſt, whom they call Des, that is, Ma they 
profeſſing the Belief of a God, Creator of the Worte courſe 
but Scepticks in all Things elſe. They have Mriolab 
implicit Faith in hiforical Religion, but think it cn ow! 
Part of Men, as they are endued with Reaſon, ! Legen 


call in queſtion the Writings of Mortals like thene/-7y © 
ſelves, tho* they had the Character of the greaWof Sie 
Prophets. Thus they think it no Sin to canvals the , 
Books of Mies, and the Hebrew Prophets, the C heir N 
of Fe/us the Son of Mary, and the Alcoran of M:\FMatter: 
met our Holy Law-giver ; chuſing what is agreeing tha 
to Reaſon, and rejecting the reſt as fabulous, Wlienate 
ſerted either by the Craft of Men, or the Interanany E 
ing of the Devil. to its 

610% 


I , 


| as. 1 
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I proteſt, there appears to me no Reaſon to call 
theſe Men Atheiſts or Infidels. They rather ſeem 
to deſerve the Title of Philoſophers, or Lovers of 
Wiſdom and Truth. And 'tis from them I have 
learn'd this Unwillingneſs to be impos'd on in Mat- 
ters of Religion. I find them in all things Men of 
great Morality and Goodneſs, far exceeding the 
Zealsts of the Age in true Virtue and pious Actions. 
But they make no Noiſe of what they do: And 
whilſt only their human Frailties are conſpicuous to 

al, their Perfections lie conceal'd under the Veil of 
aan unparallel'd Modeſty. 
a Such of Old were the Aſſociates of Zeid Et"; 
2M £29544, my Country-man. This was a Perſon of 
a zn :rdent Spirit and prodigious Underſtanding, 
e educated in the Maſulman Law: But when he came 
to thoſe Years, wherein Men uſually examine the 
Grounds of their Religion, he ſought the moſt 
tl learned Men, and ſuch as are vers'd in all Sciences. 
After he had convers'd ſome Time with 'em, and 
ve found 'em to be Perſons of Integrity, as well as 
ei Men of Senſe, he propoſed to them the Conveni- 
Fence of frequent Cu among themſelves, where 
they might, with an unreſtrain'd Freedom, diſ- 
di courſe of all Things, and being united in an in- 
Mriolable Friendſhip, might improve one another's 
Knowledge and Virtue, without regarding the 
Legends and Harangues of the Mcillahs. This S5- 
ety compoſed Fifty Boobs of ſo many ſeveral kinds 
df Science, that they call'd 'em Echwancfapha, os 
he Writings of the Sincere Fraternity, concealing 
heir Names. They treated of Human and Divine 
atters, without Reſerves or Caution; aſſert- 
ng that the Maſulman Religion was corrupted and 
uienated from its firſt Inſtitution, having imbibed 
any Errors; and that there was no Way to reſtore 
(to its Primitive Purity, but by joining to it the 
bilaſophy of the Antients. In a word, they endea- 
G 6 vour'd 
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vour'd to reform whatever was amiſs in the Do- bur 
Etrines and Manners of the Faithful, by reducing ven 
both to the Standard of Reaſon. ries 


I know not whether thou wilt approve or diſlike N and 


their Enterpriſe. But I am ſure, thou art ſenſible, N mu 


as well as L, that there are Bigots among the Fil. 1 
{awers of the Prophet, and that thoſe deſerve Cor- ¶ Non 
rection. The Devil will ſet his Foot in the Temple ¶ $a: 
of God: But do not thou follow his Steps. Hi al: 
thou do, He that made the Devil fetch thee bach the! 


again. | Exp 
tions 

Paris, 30th of the 7th Moon, ſent 
of the Year 1656. vince 

tertal 

mY my _—_ Dign 
Hos 

LET TEN. Ii. In 

mour 

To the Nazin Eſchref, or Prince of thilfffered 
Emirs, at the Porte. beſieg 

/ paign 

H E Chriſtians ſay, tis an Argument of Godwho ] 

Love when he chaſtiſes them: TherefoWhve t 
they have no Reaſon to be peeviſh, or call it MBagga 
Effect of his Anger, that a diſmal Plague is bro Mare 
out in the Territories of the Pope, the Kingdom my 
Naples, and other Parts of /taly. This Contagi Mareſ 
rages ſo vehemently in Rome, the capital City of i tim 
Weftern Nazarenes, that above a hundred thoulaypor w 
Perſons of ſeveral Ranks have forſaken the Pladſpnd T. 
Tne Pope's P-l:ce is ſhut up, and no Acceſs grant rt ol 
to any, not even to foreign Ambaſſadors, withot was 
great Precaution ; and then none of their RetuPucceſ 


are dmitted with them. Fro; 

'Tis faid, Seventeen hundred die daily in MP. 
City, and Six thouſand a Day in Naples. Nay, (#2427 
ſome Places, the Living are ſcarce ſulicien Saln(t 
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bury the Dead. The Grand Duke of Tuſcany, to pre- 
vent the ſpreading of the Infection in his Territo- 
ries, has forbid all Intercourſe between his Subjects, 
and thoſe of the Pope, neither will he permit ſo 
noch as a Nuncio to paſs thro' his Dominions. 
This Mortality has frighted Queen Chriſtina from 
. Rome. She has ſent to defire Paſſes of the Duke of 
e Sar and other Princes, deſigning for France. She 
Wis already on her Voyage; having been preſented by 
che Pope with Ten thouſand Crowns, to defray the 
Expences of her Travels. Here are great Prepara- 
tions making for her Reception ; the King having 
ſent Orders to all the Governors of Towns and Pro- 
vinces thro* which ſhe mult paſs, to receive and en- 
tertain her with a Magnificence due to her Sovereign 
- WDignity, and worthy of the French Grandeur and 
Hoſpitality. 
In the mean time, this Court is in a ſullen Ho- 
mour, by reaſon of a late great Loſs they have ſuf. 
thiYWfered at Valenciennes in Flanders. This Place was 
belieg'd by the French at the beginning of this Cam- 
paign, but was reliev'd by the Spaniards this Moon, 
who kill'd above a thouſand Men on the Spot, took 
hve thouſand Priſoners, with all their Cannon and 
Baggage. Among the Captives of Note, is the 
fareſchal Je Ferte Seneterre, General of the French 
army. The Names of the others are wanting. 
Mareſchal de Turenne himſelf very narrowly eſcaped, 
y timely withdrawing his Brigade from the Fight, 
for which ſome ſtigmatize him with Cowardice 
Wand Treachery ; whilſt others affirm, he acted the 
Fart of a prudent Captain in thus retreating, ſince 
t was impoſſible to reſtore the Battel with any 
Wuccel(s. 
From Sweden we hear, that the Elector of Bray- 
Feburgb has enter'd into a League with the King of 
Dweden, by which both their Armies are united 


gainſt the King of Poland: And 'tis ſaid, their 
firſt 
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firſt Deſign will be upon Dartzick. That County 
is in a horrid Confuſion, the Nobles, Gentry, ant 
Boors, being all in Arms, ſome deſerting their $9. 
vereign, others adhering to his Intereſt. King Ca. 
ſimir has inveſted Warſaw with an Army of FortyWtrivi 
thouſand Men. In the mean time, the Hollander 
have ſent a great Fleet of Ships of War into the 
Ballick Sea; but to what End is not known, nt 
what Part they will take, whether the Szvedes or Poli. 
Yet the latter hope for great Aſſiſtance from then Paris 
there having been lately ſome Miſunderſtanding be 
tween the Dutch and the Swedes. The Muſcovite 

alſo have entered Poland with a numerous Arm — 
and the Tartars are coming with another to the Ai 

of King Caſimir. 

Thus is Poland become the Stage of a moſt terridl 
War; and which Side ſoever gets the Victory, thut 
unhappy Country will be near ruined. 

Nathan Ben Saddi, a Few at Vienna, and a pri 
vate Agent for the Grand Seignior, ſends me Wor 
that the Emperor of Germany hath an Army d 
Thirty thouſand Foot and Twelve thouſand Hort 
in Si/efia, who are to join with the My/corites, and 
do ſome conſiderable Action againſt the Stet: 


rom 
Sager. 


toned 
pon 
ant 0! 
om 


whoſe continual Victories, and growing GreatneſUs'd 
2 Jealouſy to theſe puiſſant Monarchs. He int fon 
orms me farther, that the Emperor has diſpatch his, 


a Courier to the Prince of Tranſy/vania, with lu but 
ſtructions and Letters, to engage him to a Neu toni 
lity. puta 

But the young Ragots&i is as wild as his Fathag'3 ſa 
and hates to be led by the Noſe. all d | 

Thou may'ſt inform the Minifters of the Dielen 
that Adonai the Fer is dead of the Plague in NG ll ove 
having firſt taken Care to tranſmit to me all the us Pe 
pers which concern the myferious Porte. this 

This Court, at preſent, is at a Place called 44 Enough 


in Picardy, a Province bordering on Flanders. wie t. 
vw ACN 
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whence there may be a more frequent Intercourſe 
between the ran, Are his Camp. 

Prince of the Holy Line, I have ſent thee all the 
News that is ſtirring at this Juncture, ſaving ſome 
trivial Matters which are not worth a Muſulman's 
Knowledge, much leſs thine, who art diſtinguiſhed 
rom the Croud of frue Believers, by wearing the 
Sacred Colour of the Prophet. 


Paris, 30th of the 7th Moon, 
be. of the Nar 1656. 


E „E OI —nY 


: LET TE III. 
To Melec Amer. 


. | E RE has been a ſtrange Accident lately, not 
many Leagues from Paris, which has occa- 

Wioned various Diſcourſes, and put the Philoſophers 
orefÞ@pon a new Scrutiny. One Morning a certain Pea- 
Want or Farmer, walking over his Lands, as his Cu- 
om is, to number his Sheep and other Cattle, 
ils'd a Barn or Store-houſe, which ſtood in a Field 
it ſome diſtance from his Habitation. Surprized at 
his, he haſten'd towards the Place where he ſaw 
t but the Night before: When, to his no ſmall 
utoniſnment, he perceiv'd, that not only the Barn, 
Put a great Part of the Field wherein it was built, 
vas ſunk into the Earth. He immediately ran and 
all'd ſome of his near Neighbours to behold this 
range Spectacle: And the Fame of it ſpread 
Il over the Country. Divers learned and ingeni- 
Ws Perſons have been there, to make Obſervations 
f this Accident. But none dares venture near 
nough to the Chaſm, to look down into it; be- 
aule the Earth continues breaking and falling in, 
Which 
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which makes a Noiſe like the Salvos of the Jau. I Yet i 
Zaries when the Grand Seignior viſits the Arſenal. WW Loya 

One would conclude by theſe uncommon Symp- Trait 
toms, that the Earth grows gntient and weak, that able i 
her inward Strength and Vigour decays, and thatweWcomp 
are every where in Danger of being ſwallowed up, they | 
J have not Time to write more, it being Midnight, Mmong 


and the Poſt ready to,go. from | 
The Almighty and All-good God have thee in his Ruin 
holy Protection. fair Q 
Cui 
Paris, zoth of the 7th Moon, Curſe: 
of the Tear 1656. | the fir 
noble 
— — — Pie or 
tiled 
LEST TER TV. rad 
Har 
To Lornezan Muſtapha, Beglerbeg of iber 
rFZIAam. Rem, o 
comr 


I Will ſtill congratulate thy Happineſs, even i dafety 
I this laſt Change of thy Fortune; which, tho' ts no 
be a kind of Deſcent from the more lofty StationMhe W. 
thou haſt poſſeſſed in the O/man Empire, yet tis at-Wrmly « 
tended with honourable Circumſtances and an in-Mere n. 
violable Security. Thou art not out of the Sy/tan' 
Favour, baniſh'd to Egypt, and confin'd to a narrow 
Penſion during thy Life, as has been the Fate of ſe 
veral Grandees : But thou art withdrawn from the 
Intrigues of State, the Toils of War, and the Plots 
of a Courtier's Life, to the ſweet Retirements-dl 
the Country, the peaceable Poſſeſſion of a rich and 
fertile Province, where thou may'ſt paſs thy Days i 


litia, 


an uncontroulable Eaſe and Felicity. mpire 
I am not ſurprized at the Fall of ſo many Greif How 
Men at the Porte, nor do I much regret the Death ad othe 


thoſe who were known Enemies tothe Seren nong t. 
1 Vs 
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Yet it troubles me to think, how the Brave and the 
Loyal had their innocent Blood mingled with that of 
Traitors and Villains. But theſe things are unavoid- 
able in popular Inſurrections, when the Sovereign is 
tompelled to ſacrifice to the Multitude whomſoever 
they require, Thus fell the illuſtrious So/ymar, a- 
mong the criminal Eunuchs, tho' he himſelf was free 
from Stain : But he was a Negro, and that was his 
Run; for the Malecontents could not diſcern the 
fair Qualities of his Soul. 

Curſe on that Fool Chaban Ka/fa, and double 
Curſes on his rampant Wife Mu/k/y Kadin, who gave 
the firſt Occaſions to all this Diſorder and Spoil of 
noble Blood. I remember, the honeſt Sy/yman gave 
me once a Hint of the feminine Debaucheries pra- 
tiſed in the Queen-Mother's. Apartments: But he 
Ipoke of it with ſo much Modeſty and Reſerve, that 

t hardly made any Impreſſion on me at that Time: 
Otherwiſe, I ſhould have imparted it to the YVizir A- 
ren, or ſome other Miniſter of the Divan; for ſo am 
commanded in Caſes that touch the Honour and 
datety of the Grand Seignior. And I tell thee, this 
vas none of the leaſt Importance. For as it appears, 
ie Women were undermining the moſt Sacred and 
mly eſtabliſh'd Government in the World : They 
ere not contented to wallow in their own impious 
nd unnatural Delights, but would have ſet them- 
ves as a Pattern to others, and by Degrees have 
fected the whole Mu/u/man Empire with a new 
pecies of Debauchery : Which, as it began and was 
tried on by embezzelling the Royal Treaſures, ſel- 
ng of Places to Men of no Merit, BuFoons, Pimps, 
d Aſſes; ſo it would have ended in enervating our 
litia, corrupting all the Faithful, and laying the 
mpire naked to Infidels. 


ea How many Vizirs, Chaimachams, Captain Baſſas, 

4 d other Officers have we had kill'd this fatal Year ? 

7 nong the reſt I cannot but reflect on the W 
of 0 
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of the Chiaux Baſſa, after he was made Vi ir Aren 
as a Stroke of divine Juſtice, for having embruet 
his Hands in ſo much noble Blood, when he enjoy' 
that Dignity once before. God perſues the Cru 
with invincible Scourges. 

But what was that Achmet Baſſa, who took Ac 
vantage of the Sultan's domeſtick Troubles, and { 
reign Wars, to diſturb his Government in Ala, a 


0 


now 
nd: 
Drun 
Sobr 
phem 
bus t 
nd tl 
Earth 


raiſe a Rebellion, which threatn'd even the Imp Ent 
rial City itſelf ? By the Courſe of his Fortune nd ty 
looks as if he were not contented with his ConfWod 1 
mand in Aa, and therefore took this new cel 

brated Method to obtain a higher Dignity, viz. H Pari 


rebelling againſt his Maſter; Elie why was he mac 
Baſſa of the Sea, in the Room of Ouroos Kienan 
The Baſa of Aleppo firſt brought into Faſhion thi 
daring Way of growing Great. And if it be thu 
countenanc'd by the Grand Seignior, in all probability 
he will have Reaſon to make Peace with the Cri 
tians, that he may have Reſpite. and Forces to h 7/ 
ploy againſt his own Subjects. Ma! 
Amidſt all theſe things, nothing afflits me 
much, as the horrible Loſs our Fleet has ſuſtain'd 1 
Sea, We have various Reports of this Combat; b | 
in general they agree that the Mz/u/max s have \Wipos'd 
ſeventy-two Ships and Galleys, with an inhoWrticy! 
Number of Men; that the Yexetians have taken ¶mpire, 


Iſles of Tenedos and Lemnos, and that they are Vica, 
vancing to beſiege Conſtantinople. This News id Vi, 


great while in coming to us: So that if it be m, ar 
and the Venetians purſued their Victory, for oui I reye 
know, by this Time the Imperial City, the Rei mora 


of the World, may be laid in Aſhes. perien 

I have often propoſed the Neceſſity of Platfoqndole 
along the Helleſpont, to guard that important IM thei 
nue of the Sacred Port. Had they put in Prauce the 
Mahmut's Advice, perhaps the Nazarene: would Me who) 
kad no Occaſions for their preſent Triumphs. Nite of 
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now they banquet in the open Streets; All Chri- 
W/-1do7 rings with the News of our Diſgrace. The 
WDrunkards of Europe inſult o'er the Profeſſors of 
Sobriety : Amidit their Bowls of Wine, they blaſ- 
pheme our Prophet, and ſing in the Praiſe of Pac- 
bus their God. They menace the Conqueſt of Aſia, 
Ind threaten to exterminate the Maſſulmans from the 
Earth. 
Enraged at theſe prophane Boaſts, I ſtop my Ears, 
nd turning round in a divine Frenſy, I pray tbas 
od would baffle the 1nfidels. 


Paris, 6th of the 9th Moon, 
of the Year 1656. 


th — 
EF 


Mahomet, Vizir Azem, at the Porte. 


HAT ineomprehenſible Majeſty which has no 
Reſemblance, at whoſe Pleaſure all Things are 
pos d and order'd in Heaven and Earth, by whoſe 
articular Providence, for the Good of the Oſman 
mpire, thou art exalted to this glorious Truſt, to 
Vicar of the Vicar of God; augment thy Graces 
d Virtues, and bleſs thee with ſuperlative Wiſ- 
Im, and perfect Tranquillity. | 

I revere thy ee er. Soul, conſummate in 
W oral and political Science. Thou art the moſt 
perienced Man in the Empire. And I ceaſed to 
ndole the late Tumults and Riots at * 
Wo their Effects were fatal to ſome brave Men, 

ce thou art choſen to this Dignity, from whom 
e whole Empire may expect, not only a ſerener 
ate of Affairs, during thy Adminiſtration, but alſo 


— root- 


0 the moſh Renowned and moſt illuſtrious | 


VS. 


Moon, in the ſpace of thirty-four Years. They ar 
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a rooting up of the Cauſes of theſe publick Diſtem- 
pers, and of all other Evils which infeſt the Mon-. H 
chy defign'd for the Conqueſt and Reformation of MSque 
the whole World. open 
According to the Cuſtom of the Eaſt, IJ approach the: 
thee not without ſome Preſent : But pardon tee. 
Slave Mahmut, who can ſend thee none worthy of 
thy Grandeur. I have incloſed in a Box the tru: 
Ethgies of the preſent King of France, with that of Vem 
his Uncle the Duke of O-r/eans, his Brother theWWuee 
Duke of Axjou, and his Couſin the Prince of Cor) Th 
de; as alſo that of Cardinal Mazarini, and Queen He- 
Chriſtina of Swelen, who is now at the French Court. WW 
Accept alſo from an Exile, a little Cabinet contain 
ing twelve Watches, of ſo many different Conti 
wFances, according to the circular Variation of. 


the Work of my own Hands; therefor I ſhall nd 
commend 'em. Each is wrapt up in a Piece of Silk 
wherein is wrought in Arabic Letters, the Meth 
of uſing it. Perhaps thou wilt find ſome Diverlit 
in trying the Experiments mention'd in thoſe Tah 
However, deſpiſe not this mean Teſtimony « 
Mahmut's Reſpe& ; but conſider, that if I com 
ſhort of the-curious Artiſts in Europe, yet my I 
bour is paſſable enough for a Maſſulman, amol 
whom there is ſcarce another Watchmaker to 
found in the World. | 
If thou would'ſt know the Occaſion of Que Ne 


Chriſtina's being at the French Court: She cal elle. 
thither from Rome, when the laſt Moon was in! Alitt 
Wane. Her Paſſage was by Sea to Marſeilles, u cor 
ing touch'd at Genoxa, and receiv'd magnifict 275 n 
0 


Gifts from the Republick ; but they would not p 
mit her to land, for fear of the Plague, which . 


raged in Rome, and was the Cauſe of her leavi 
that City. 


Ho 
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However, the French ſhew'd no ſuch timorous 
r{M$queamiſhneſs, but receiv'd her and her Train with 
open Arms. She landed at Marſeilles on the 29th of 
the 7th Mocn; and when ſhe made her publick En- 
Mt, the Conſuls of that City, with all the Nobles, 
net her in Coaches, the great Guns were diſcharg'd 
to welcome her, and ſhe was careſs'd with all the 
Demonſtrations of Honour that are ſhew'd to the 
neen of France herſelf in her Progreſſes. 

The ame Entertainment ſhe receiv'd at Aix, 
ſviznon, Lions, and in fine, all along the Road to 
iris, the Keys of Towns being ſurrendered to 
her, (for ſuch was the King's Pleaſure) and a Ca- 
opy of State born over her Head, when ſhe enter'd 
ny Town, and receiv'd the Addreſſes and Compli- 
nents of Governors, Prelates, and other great Men 
n Authority. She was likewiſe magnificently treat- 
d by Princes, and the chief Dukes of the Realm : 
ind on the 8th of the laſt Moon, made her Entry 
nto this City on Horſeback, apparell'd like a Man: 
Vhere having ſtaid: ſome time, ſhe departed for 
or;Þiegne to viſit the Court, which reſides there 
ow. 

It is not ſuppoſed ſhe will tarry long in France, 
but as ſoon as ſhe hears the Plague is abated in 
Une and the adjacent Parts, ſhe will return thi- 
her, to paſs away the Reſidue of her Life, in 
* Neſt of Princes and Prelates of the Nazarene 
elief. 

Alittle before ſhe left Rome, the Spaniards there 
id conſpir'd to ſeize on her Perſon, as alſo on the 
ope ; to have murder'd the Portugal Ambaſſador, 
d ſet the City on Fire. But the Plot was diſ- 
dver'd, and the Conſpirators put in Priſon: For 
ie Sentence of Death is never paſs'd in Criminal 


5 among the Nagarenes, without a formal 
yal. : 


Here 
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Here is a Rumour as if a great Fire had, ſome n? 
Moms ago, broke out in Conſtantinople, and conſumeiMrn ti 
much of that City. 1 wonder none of my Friend Ne Ps: 
nor any other reſiding there, have ſent me an A 
count of any ſuch thing; which fills me with Hopes 
that this Report is falſe. 

From all hands we are aſſured, that the Swedes ant 
Brandenburgher: have obtain'd a great Victory over 
the Poles and Tartars at Warſaw ; the vanquiſhed 
having loſt above Six thouſand Men on the Spot, with 
all their Ammunition and Baggage: And unfortunate 
King Caſimir was forced to fly, with a ſmall Retinug, 


r1s, 


towards Hungary. Ab 
"Twas the general Expectation of Europe, thit 

the Moſcovites and Germans would have done ſome: 

thing Extraordinary for the Ps/es, and by ſome ſur Hav. 

prizing Action put a Check to the Szvedi/þ Succelinſ whi 

and Triumphs. For when the Mo/covite Ambalebe/ic 


SE © 
Lati 
muſer 


d the 


ſador was at Koningsberg endeavouring to with: 
draw the Duke of Brandenburgh from the Swedih 
Intereſt, he vomited forth terrible Menaces, i 
caſe they complied not with his Maſter's Props. 


ſals. And one Day, in a furious Zeal, he took ld in 
large Goblet of Wine, in the E/e#or's Preſence, ms very 
having drank it off to the Czar's Health, the 3% 458. 
barian ſaid aloud, Thus ſhall the great Emperor of t Boo! 
Moſcovites devour all that oppoſe him. But now , cove 
ſeems, theſe were all empty Bravadoes, and ier, 
Maſcovites were reſolved to ſtand by, and ſee whafuſelf o 
got the Better. The ſame may be ſaid of th} Foreig 
Emperor, and Prince of Tran/yrania, fo of te wor 
Danes and Hollanders, who now all declare for tiÞrla. 
ſtrongeſt Party. cs 
ltee} 


Magnanimous Yizzer, if the preſent Engagemen 
and Wars in Dalmatia and Candy, beſides the «if C, ee, 
meſtick Troubles of the Ottoman Empire, did nu” Lan 
wholly employ the Arms of the Muſulmans, doutt* laid 


leſs 'twould be an Undertaking no leſs poten the / 
al 2 
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an glorious, to ſuccour the diſtreſs'd Cæfmir, 
m the Tide of the Gethiſß Conqueſts, and oblige 
e Poles to an eternal Fidelity and Gratitude to the 
rand Seignior. 


ais, 14th of the 10th Moon, 
of the, Year 1656. 


— — ——— 


LET TEN VI. 


Abrahan Eli Zeid, Hogia, Preacher 
at to the Seraglio. 


ir Have frequent Acceſs to the King's Library; 
which Favour was firſt granted me by Cardinal! 
cheliev, who often employed me in tranſlating 
e curious Treatiſes out of Arabic into French 
Latin. The French ſeem very fond of Eaters 
muſcripts, where-ever they can meet with them: 
d they have no leſs Regard for Men who are 
I'd in thoſe Languages. That Miniſter eſpecially, 
s very inquiſitive into the Miſdom and Learning 
Alia. He monopolized Perfian, Syrian, and Ara- 
Books, and was a profeſs'd Patron of Lingui/s. 
coveted the Acquaintance of Strangers and Tra- 
lers, that he might, by their Means, inform 
ſelf of the different Laws, Cuſtoms, and Religions 
Foreign Countries, and of whatſoever was rare, 
1 of Obſervation, in any Part of the 
Mori. 

Hence it was, that I receiv'd evident Marks of 
Eſteem, as ſoon as he knew that I underſtood 
Gretk, Arabick, Hebrew, Turkiſh, and Sclavo- 
n Languages, He often made uſe of me, as I 
e ſaid, and gave me free Acceſs to his own 


W the King's Library. And tho? his Succeſſor, Car- 
2 Cina] 


—=2Z. 1 — —-— . 
— — 
- - — 


ſing this to be the Real Teſtament of the Prapl 
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dinal Mazarini, is not ſo much addicted to Studie 
of this Nature, as to the Affairs of State; yet h 
has continued to me the Privilege of viſiting th 
Treaſury - of Learned Books, where I paſs man 
Hours. 

One Day I caſt my Eyes on a Manuſcript writte 
in Arabick, and endors'd with this Title, 


[The Original Covenant, of Mahomet,! 
Prophet of the Arabians, with the Pri 


Feſſors of ihe Faith of Jeſus.) 


and underneath was a Latin Inſcription, fignifyinMranſs 
That this Manuſcript was found in the Convent! 
Chriſtian Friars on Mount Carme/. I have tn 
ſcrib'd the Contents of this Parchment, and ſenti 
incloſed to thee, that thou may'ſt judge whet 
it be Real, or only Counterfeit. For the Nazar: 
aſſert it to be the True Agreement of the Maſem 
of God; and therefore reproach all the Mu/ſulna 
with Diſobedience to our Lawgiver, and brei 
ing the League, fign'd and ſeal'd by Him, wh 
we call the Seal of the Prophets, and witneſs'd| 
the Four Principal Doctors, Abu Becre, Ojni 
Omar, and Hali. 

If thou wilt peruſe the incloſed Paper, it will 
eaſy to diſcern, whether Ve are guilty oft 
Violation of Faith, or They. For though (ſupp 


a3 is pretended) that Favourite of Heaven gr 

many Articles of Peace, Aſſiſtance, and Friend 
to the Followers of Jeſus, with Immunity fro 
Taxes and Impoſition, Liberty of Conſciend 
Freedom of Marriages, Sc. Yet 'tis evidel 
that he promiſed not theſe things, but on c 
tain Conditions to be obſerv'd on the Part of f 


Chriſtians ; as, that none of them ſhou'd hard: 
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or hold Correſpondence with the Enemies of the 
True Believers, or privately accommodate 'em with 
Arms, Horſes, Money, or any other Neceſſaries of 

Var: But on the contrary, ſhould hoſpitably re- 
ceive the Muſſulmans into their Houſes for three 
ys, and protect 'em from their Enemies. If there- 
fore the Chriſtians ſhould fail in any of theſe Points, 
he Prophet declares his Covenant to be void, and 
it they ſhall not enjoy the Indulgences granted 
herein. All this thou wilt ſee is recommended 
olemnly to both Parties, to be religioufly perform'd 
il the nal Conſummation. 

Now all the Diſpute is, Whether ce have firſt 
ranſgreſs'd theſe Articles, or the Nazarenes ? For 
fit can be prov'd, That they are the firſt Aggreſ- 
rs, then they have no Reaſon to complain of their 
lisfortunes, or accuſe the /rue Faithful of Oppreſ- 
on and Tyranny, as they commonly do : Since 

1s manifeſt, that they have drawn theſe Evils on 
emſelves by their Breach of Faith and Infideli- 
FW, diſannulling the Covenant of God and his Pro- 
net, and forfeiting the Benefits they might have 
aim'd by vertue of it. Be it how it will, the Pro- 
het is free from Blame; let the Guilt reſt on the 
erſons that were criminal. 

I know not how it comes to paſs, that the 
briſtians of this Age think and ſpeak more re- 
roachfully of our holy Law-giver than did their 
hers, who liv'd in his Time, or immediately 


Jill 
f t 
uſp 


oper it, and who by conſequence could better in- 
grangrm themſelves of the Circumſtances of his Birth, 
ndl e, and renown'd Actions. Some antient Wri- 


irs among the Nazarenes make honourable men- 
jenen of him and his Family. They conceal nos 
dene early Signs of his heroick Virtue, and the 
; cFrandeur to which he was deſtin'd. I have read 
of a certain Chriſtian Author, That when the 
arboWophet was but nine Years old, under the 
H Tuition 
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Tuition of his Uncle A Ta/:b, who carry'd hi; 
glorious Charge along with him to Damaſcus, and 
that whilit they were at Boz'r, a learned Mon, 
whoſe Name was Bohira, came out of the Convent 
to meet them; and taking Mahomet by the Hand, 
in the Preſence of many Chriſtians, he faid aloud, 
This Youth is born to accompliſh great Things: His Fan 
ſhall be ſpread from Eaſt ta Weſt: For as he drm 
near to this Place J jaw a bright Cloud deſcend and c. 
wer him. Sultan David alſo propheſy'd of him, in 
that which the Chriftians reckon the goth P/aln, 
and the zd Verſicle: Where that divine Poet thus 
ſings, From Sion God hath proclaim'd the Empire if 
Mahomet. But the Chriſtians have interpreted thi 
in another Senſe, though the Original remains 1 
ſtanding Witneſs againſt em. So Moſes in the 
Pentateuch uttered a Myſtery when he ſaid, Gul 
came from Sinai, he roſe up from Seir, and was mail: 
fefted from Mount Paran. Intimating hereby the 
Deſcent of the written Law to Moſes, of the Gol 
pel to Jeſus the Son of Mary, and of the Alcoran to 
Mahomet. The Mz/as alſo ſaid to his Diſciples, / 
T go not away, the Called of God will not come to Will 
But the Chriſtian Interpreters wilfully hide thels 
Things from the Vulgar, leſt their Eyes ſhould bt 
opened. There appears an obſtinate Malice and Ig 
norance in all their Actions. 

Who will not laugh at the fooliſh Spight of the 
Spaniards; who, in a certain Town, had a Cuſtom, 
as oft as they enter'd into the Church, or came ou! 
to ſpit on a black Image of a Man fitting on Men 
Aſs near the Gate. But a Maſulman Ambaſſadaſbeen 
coming thither from the Emperor of Marocco, a gon 
obſerving this vain Ceremony of the People, ast is ,. 
the King, What Perſon that Statue repreſented ? Her 9 
made Anſwer, That it was the Image of Mahome 95, 
the Arabian Prophet. That cannot be, reply'd tilt Kin 
Ambaſſador, fince our Prophet never rode but on r pes 

mel, 


d 
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els: It is rather the Figure of the Meſſias; 20h in- 
ſeed is recorded to have rode on an AH. The King, 
toubled at this Anſwer, conſulted the Prieſts and 
earned Men, who all concluded, that the Ambaſ- 
dor had ſpoke the Truth. And therefore, inſtead 
f offering any more Indignities to this Image, they 
ll into another Extreme, and built a Chapel for 
t, burning Incenſe to the ſenſeleſs Stock, and 
dying it divine Honours. Thus they pray'd to 
at, which but a little before they had curs'd ; 
d turn'd into a God, that which they had 
teem'd almoſt as bad as the Devil. God's Curſe 
e on the Devil, and all his Adorers : But on the 
oly Prophet, and his Followers, may Bleſſings 
W down, and reſt till the Knot of the Spheres 
i: difloly'd. 


7 aris, 14th of the loth Moon, 
/ tte Near 1656. 


— K — ts. Milli. th, —_——— —_—____@ 2 6 Att — 
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thel LETTINVIqL 
dly o Murat, Baſſa. 


Now for certain, that Don Juan de Braganzr, 
late King of Portugal, is dead. He left this 
orld on the 6th of the laſt Moon, after he had 
en tormented ten Days with the Sone: His 
een has the ſupreme Power in her Hands during 
r Son's Minority, whoſe Name is Don Aphonſs. 
us young Prince was crown'd within a few Days 
er his Father's Deceaſe, to prevent the Plots of 
 9aniards, who ſupport a powerful Faction in 
t Kingdom of Portugal, and are not without 
pes to reduce it again to the King of Spair's 
H 2 Obe- 
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1 Obedience. The World is always buſy, either in re. 
1 covering old loſt Intereſt, or ſeeking of new. 
The Mareſehal de la Ferte, who was taken Priſo. 
ner by the Prince of Conde in the Battle of Valin. 
| ciennes, and having a Price ſet for his Ranſom, had 
| Liberty to go whither he would on his Parole, ei. 
ther to bring the ſaid Sum, or ſurrender his Per. 
| ſon by a certain Day; finding himſelf lighted at 
j the French Court, is reſolv'd to perform his Pro- 
miſe at the prefix'd Time, and go over to the 
Prince of Conde's Intereſt, who will not fail to be. 
ſtow a very honourable Command on a General of 
ſuch Merits. 

In the mean Time, the Count of Harcourt plan 
Tricks with his Mafter, and holds private Corre- 
fpondence with the German Emperor. He is a ſer. 
viceable or a dangerous Man, according as he 1s 
pleaſed or diſguſted, and therefore they court hin 

on both Sides. He is now at Briſac in Alſace. I can- 
not admire a Man that is thus induſtriouſly trou- 
bleſome to his Prince, without any Thing of Me. 
rit or Bravery to boaſt of, ſave his former Services 
in Catalonia, which have been ſufficiently repaid 
with Royal Condeſcenſions and Favours. And thole 
who make a Parallel between his Caſe, and that of 
the Mareſchal de la Ferte Seneterre, conſider not thut 
the laſt fell into his Enemies Hands only by the 
Chance of War: Whereas the other is a wilful 
Apoſtate, if he embraces the Emperor's Propoſals 
when no Neceſſity conſtrains him, and Honout 
flies in his Face. 

From the North we are inform'd, That Count 
Coning/mark, Generaliſſimo of the Swediſh Forces i 


— 
_— 3 "I" n 


Captive by the Poles, and impriſon'd in the Cali 
of Meyſſel munden near Dantzick. And the Inhab- 
tants of that City miſs'd very narrowly of taking 
the Queen of Sweden her ſelf. Tis certain the) 


have 


Pruſſia, as he was failing from Wiſmar, was taken 


newly 
thoulz 

Th 
Frenc! 

I v 
this la 
and 81 
Angel 
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have got a vaſt Booty from the Swedes, conſiſting of 
eighteen Cheſts full of Gold, with Coffers of the 
King's Jewels, and other rich 'Things. 
Theſe King Cafimir demands for himſelf, with 
a Million of Rix Do//ars to be paid him by the 
LW Dantzickers ; requiring alſo, that they ſuould fur- 
*Wniſh his Army with all Sorts of Ammunition and 
Proviſions : Which tho! it be a heavy Burthen, vet 
t choſe loyal Citizens think nothing too much tor 
„their King. i 
e The Mu ſcorites in the gth Mean beſieged Riga, a 
City belonging to the Crown of Swedcy, but have 
| WI newly rais'd the Siege, after they had loſt above ten 
thouſand Men before the Place. 
"8 This is all the News I can ſend thee, ſave that the 
French have taken Valencia, a City in alu. 
„I w:h I may hear as proſperous Intelligence as 
* Wthis laſt from Candia, after ſuch immenſe Charges 
n Wand Slaughter: But Victory is in the Diſpoſal of the 
Angel of Time. 


x Paris, 27 of the 12th Moon, 
65 of the Year 1656. 


i — 
- LETTER VII. 


de Hebatolla Mir Argun, Superior of the 
Convent of Derviſes at Cogni in Natolia. 


T is difficult to define the particular Temper of 
my Soul, when I firſt receiv'd the News of thy 
Predeceſſor's Death, that renown'd and venera- 
dle Bedredin, who, as thy Diſpatch informs me, is 
sone to Paradiſe. I was neither in Paſſion, nor 


et inſenſible, but wholly reſign'd to the Will of 
3 av .. I conſider'd his immenſe Virtues, and the 
| 


ourſe of Nature: His wonderful Age, and more 
H 3 | admi- 


* 
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admirable Actions, a Life equally meaſur'd . 3: 
Hours, and Prodigies of Piety : For he was 100 Fai! 
in the Number of thoſe who let whole Days pak 
away without the leaſt good Work, or without 
Jeaving any Impreſs on the Track of Time. I expre 
my ſelf according to the vulgar Sayihg, [Time ju 
ſes away ;) Whereas in my Opinion, Time ſtan 
ſtill, and only We paſs away, with all Things (ut 
ject to Motion and Change. Tis like the Miſtak 
of thoſe, who, ſailing on the Water, think the Tree 
and Mountains move, whilſt only they themſelre 
are driven before the Wind: Or, like the Philos 
phy of thoſe who, truſting to their groſſer Sen 
maintain, the Sun whirls daily round our Word 


tho' according to Reaſon and better Philoſognſh O 
that Globe of Light ſtands ſtill, whilſt ours tum ſuffer 
round its Ax/e-tree, and ſo deceives our Eyes. THC 
whilſt we Mortals glide o'er the uncertain W. Life a 
of human Life, and paſs by the viſible and fi where 
Lind-Marks of Time, Day and Night, we in Years. 
Zine thoſe Land-Marks move, and not we ouſſſſcens c 
felves : Whereas Day and Night remain for ewe Eerth 
ſtedfaſt and invariable in their ſucceſſive IntervaWot Vi. 
and only the Elements and Bodies compounded He 
'em are ſubject to Change. of all 
Minutes, Hours, Days, and Years, are not profifſehe 14 
perly the Meaſures of Time, but of the Motion uod. 
Duration of all corruptible Beings : For Tine Ice C 
infinite, and beyond all Dimenſions. In a WorPtrean 
is no otherwiſe diſtinguiſh'd from Eternity, thaſ#hich 
barely by a Name. the Re 
All that I have ſaid on this Subject is comp good \ 
hended in the Arabian Proverb, which ſays, d Sc 


Morrow is never. Doubtleſs there's no Paradox Earth 
Hereſy in ſaying, Ts always to Day; or that ti 
Hour, this Minute is eternal. And from this Trit 
ſprung the Contemplation of thoſe who place I. 
aity in a Point or In/tant. 2 
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But to return to Bedredin, that Faithful of the 
8 Faithful, may his Soul repoſe in the Mercies of God, 
end his Memory be bleſs'd. May Gabriel, the 
Friend of the Prophet, pray for him ; then Michael, 
Jiraphiel, and the Meſſenger of Death, with all the 
Angels who made Oraiſons for the divine Favou- 
rite, after his Tranſlation from this earthly State. 
And when thou, and the religious Fraternity under 
thy Care, have perform'd the accuſtom'd Prayers 
and Expiations for the illuſtrious Prelate deceas'd, 
there 15 no Queſtion but that he ſhall be in a Condi- 
tion to intercede for you and for the whole MANI 
man Empire: For he was a perfect Saint, and the 
Beloved of God. 

O fage and reverend Succeſſor of that holy Max, 
ſuffer me to tell thee, Thy Name Hebatoi/a [the 
Cift of God] fills me with glorious Preſages of thy 
Life and Adminiſtration in that renown'd College, 
Ivhere the incomparable Bedredin ſhin'd ſo many 
ne Years. Now he is gone to God, and to the Gar- 
ou dens of eternal Retirement, having left his Seat on 
el Earth to thee, repleniſh'd with the ſacred Odour 
of Virtue. 

He was a religious Imitator of the Prophets, and 
of all holy Men in general ; a devout Admirer of 
the Meſtas, and a faithful Diſciple of the Sent of 
u Cod. Now he is gone to fit down with them in 
Mite Chioſes of Eden, on the Banks of immortal 
Streams, and Rivers of Wine, Milk and Honey, 
which glide along the Allies of Paradiſe. This is 
the Recompence of heroick Virtue, the Crown of 
good Works, the Bliſs prepar'd for chaſte and puri- 
y'd Souls, who in their Tranſmigration from this 
Earth carry no Stains of Vice along with 'em : For 
Pothing impure can find admittance into that World 
of glittering Effence. 
O Hebatolla, what is there on this obſcure Globe 
that deſerves to be compar'd with thoſe ſerener 


H 4 | Joys 
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Joys above, thoſe unſullied Pleafures, that untar: Th 
niſh'd Bliſs? And yet ſometimes we taſte ſtrange 
Felicities here on Earth. But 'tis only when the br 
Gates and Caſementts of Paradiſe are open, when 1 
| CeleſtiaF Wind tranſports hither the Leaves of ther .: 
Trees of Eden, and perfumes the Air and Skia A 
with the tranſcendent Odours of that happy Regin 


wafting alſo imper fect Sounds, Muſick in ſoft Frag: "gn 
ments and Echo's from the Quires of the Bleſsl, * 1 
Then 'tis the Hearts of Mortals feel a ſecret and rigin 


inexpreſſible Joy ſpringing up from the Root; H, hi 
lower World (if I may ſo expreſs my ſelf) is al " Fa 
entrench'd with Pleaſure. This happens not ever T < 
Day, but only at the Seaſons of divine Indulgence... ;, 


on the Fe/tivals of ſome particular Saints, and in Aa 
the Time of the immortal Jabilee, when God exhi "ip 
lerates the Univerſe with uncommon Favours, me 
an infinite Largeſs. "I 
As for the Reſt of our Enjoyments, they are Mi. Thi 
tigations indeed of the Pains and infeparable Mi bales 
ſeries of this mortal Life ; they prevail on us to bits 
wait the appointed Hour of Fate, and not hum fe w. 
our ſelves out of the World before our Time: ” ; 
But they deſerve not to be placed in the Rank oF... 
true Felicities. s * 
However, our Patience under this Fatigue of I __ 
Life, our Indifference to Pleaſure and Pain, Porer , : 
ty or Riches, Sickneſs or Health, Honour or Di- ee 
grace, with all the other Objects of human Paſſion, ous p 
will prove a ſingular Argument of Merit, a prevail, _ 
ing Recommendation to the Life to come, and un 
effectual Paſsport for Paradiſe. For he that is thus,  . , 
inſenſibly, yet willingly wean'd from the fulſome Ins a 
Jon of Earth by the very Courſe of Nature and, 
ecree of Deſtiny, muſt unavoidably aſcend to 1 3 
purer Region, to a Place capable of ſatisfying WI... „ 


aſpiring Soul: For Nature created no Appetite t0 ropbet 
Thi 


baulk it. 
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This is the Life ſo recommended by Jeſus the 
Son of Mary, whoſe Character thou halt in the Li- 
brary of thy Convent. Here I ſend thee in a Box, 
that which by all the Nazarenes is eſteem'd his true 
Efigies. I remember I once ſaw another of the 
ſame Lineaments in the Treaſury of the Grand 
"W6S-i2nior. Theſe Pieces are very rare, becauſe not 
> Wecopy'd by the Hands of common Painters, but by 
ee moſt celebrated Maſters in Europe. And the 
riginal Draught, they ſay, was made by the Me/- 
"WW; himſelf on a Handkerchief, which he clapt to 
ls Face, and ſo left his lively Portraiture. 

II cannot aſcertain the Truth of this Tradition: 
But in regard this is one of thoſe Copies which is 
loſetted by the greateſt Monarchs in Chriſtendom, 
ſend it to thee as a worthy Ornament of thy 
ell, without either the Peril or Scandal of Ido- 
try. 
The pious Bedredin was covetous of any Me- 
noirs of the Meſias, whether written in Hiereg ly- 
picks, or in the more uſual Characters of Speech. 

e wou'd have made no more Exception at a Pic- 
Ire, than at a Poem in Praiſe of that holy Pro- 
det; and I queſtion not but thou equalleſt him in 
ie ſame Indifference. 

I could not ſo eafily procure the true Picture of 
obn, ſarnam'd the Waſher ; but here I will give 
ee a ſhort Hiſtory of his Life. This was a fa- 
ous Prophet, who liv'd in the Days of the Me/- 
, and was of the Race of the Prieſts. His Habi: 
won was altogether in the Deſart, for he was an 
ſemite, and liv'd in a Cave on one of the Moun- 
ins of Fudea : Some of the Jeros took him for 
14s, others for the M:/jas, and a third Sort ſaid 
wel vas Mabomet, whoſe coming was foretold in the 
s "Hoa their Law; and in the Writings of theit 
Toppets, | 
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gratulates thy Acceſſion to that holy Chair: V 


oblig'd to thee. Thou haſt a fair Opportunil 
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But John deny'd that he was any of theſe, eil. ire 
ing himſelf in Modeſty, A Voice or Echo. Hu Mer 
Life was very abſtemious; for he fed only on the pity 
Tops of Plants and wild Honey, drinking nothing whil 
but Water of the Fountain which ran by the Side Wing 
his Cave: And his Body was only cover'd with Ther 


Veſt of Cænel's Hair, uſing a leathern Thong for Cleo 
Girdle. Orie: 

To that ſolitary Reſidence of his there was greuſ the) 
Reſort of People from Jeruſalem, and the Citi Leart 
zound about; for the Fame of his SanCtity che! 
ſpread through all Palaſtine and Syria. fince 

He waſh'd all his Diſciples with his own Hands i cheir 
the Waters of Jordan, from whence he was cal Sag 
the Baprif® or Waſher. He daily preach'd Repentau ger C 
and good Works to the incredulous Jeros; and open But r. 


ty declar'd, that Ze/us, the Son of Mary, was tht 
Meſſias. That holy. Prophet it ſeems was one « 
John's Diſciples, and had been waſh'd by him n 
the River Fordan. | 

In fine, after many Years of heroick Vit 
and Piety, o/ had his Head cut off by the 0 
der of Herod the Governour of Judæa, becauſe 
bad reprov'd the Tyrant for marrying his Brother 
Wife. 

Behold theſe Memoirs are the beſt Preſents tiff 8 
poor exil'd Mahmut can ſend thee, when he co de 
ſuch as theſe were more welcome to thy Pred: 
ceſſor than Gifts of Silver, Gold, or precidl 
Stones; for he was a diligent Collector of cho 
Antiquities, and ſelect Fragments of Hiſtory : | 
was alſo a liberal Patron and Encourager of Phil 
ſophy and all Sorts of Learning. Follow thou! 
Example, and the true Faithful will be eterni 
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there being, as I'm inform'd, the beſt Library Fo 
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thy Convent of any throughout the Muſulman E 
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%: And the Derviſes under thy Government are 
Men addicted to the Study of the Sciences. "Tis 
MM pity ſuch Inclinations ſhould want Encouragement, 
el whilſt the /nfide/s are every where buſy in found- 
ing new Academies, and augmenting the Old. 
i There is one lately erected in the Dukedom of 
Cleve by the Elector of Brandenburgh, where the 
Oriental Languages and Sciences are profeſſed. If 
the NaZarenes are thus curious to pry into our 
Learning, why ſhould we be remiſs in attaining 
the Knowledge of their Languages and Hiſtories, 
fince thereby we ſhall be in a Condition to know 
their greateſ? Secrets ? | 
Sage Hebatolla, let not the Infide/s have any lon- 
ger Occaſion to term us Barbarous and Ignorant : 
But remember, that in promoting Literature, thow 
ilt perform a meritorious Service to the Grand 
eignior. 


Paris, 17th of the 1/0 Moon, 
of the Year 1657. 


LETTER IX. 


Wo Sclim Al' Moſel, Fenerable Imaum of 
the Moſch of Sancta Sophia. 


[YRaiſe be to God, ſole Lord of the Zenith and 
the Nadir, Poſſeſſor of infinite Regions, who hides 
he fir Meridian in the Palm of his Hand! The. 
lames of Peru and Mexico are not now foreign 
n the Ottoman Empire, eſpecially to Travellers and 
len of Science. 
When our Fathers firſt heard of America, they 
ad no other Way to expreſs ſo unknown a Part 
i the World, than by calling it the Land of the 
H 6 Co/den 
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remote Continent. 


liar one with another. 


LzTTERs Writ by Vol.. 
Golden Mines, becauſe of the Abundance of th. 
Metal which was brought from thence by tt; 
Spaniards, ſince their Congue/#s in thoſe Parts. Bu 
now we are no Strangers to the Geography of that 
Commerce and Tra 
render'd all the known Nations of the Earth fami 
And I remember, when! 
was at Conſtantinople, the Names of Peru, Mexi, 
Florida, &c. were as common in the Copha Har, 
as the Names of Indoſtan, Turguiſtan, Gurgiſtan, u 
So that a Man would 


any other Province of Ala. 


have been laughed at, who in ſpeaking of Ameri 
ſhould have uſed any Circumlocutions, as to call i 


the Empire of the Golden Mines, the World beyond 


the Great Sea, or the like. 


Yet we muſt confeſs, our Knowledge in this 
Kind is owing to the Franks, who fail into thoſe tl 
diſtant Regions, and at their Return communicate 
their Intelligence and Obſervations to us; for el 
we had been yet altogether Strangers to the Hiſton 
ef that New World. 

d was firſt diſcover'd by Chriſtopher Columbus 
Genoueſe, in the Year 1492, of the Chriſtians Hegirs 
This Man had a happy Genius in contemplating tit 
Motion of the Sun, and the Frame of the Univer| 
He was no Stranger to the Extent of our Contina 
and the Situation of all its Parts: He had be 
oſten at Sea, and ſeen divers Regions; and pertict 
larly when he was in Portugal, the moſt Weſieri 
Part of Europe, he took great Delight to walk © 
the Shore in the Evenings, and obſerve the Settil 
This Cuſtom of his produced vari! 
Thoughts in his Breaſt. But what was of moſt In 
port, his Reaſon ſuggeſted to him, that it could u 
conſiſt with the Order of Nature, thit the Sun, ab 
he left our World, ſerv'd only to give light to 
Fiſhes, or gild the Waves of the Metern Occil 
Therefore on good Grounds he concluded, th 


of the Sun. 
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t nuſt be ſome antnoton Land, beyond thoſe mighty 
Tracts of Sea, which waſh'd the Western Shores of 
Europe and Africh. 

This Thought made him uneaſy, and put him 
pon a Reſolution of attempting a Diſcovery. He 
made Propoſals to the Repub/ick of Genoua, but was 
ejected. Then he addreſſed himſelf to Henry VII. 
it the Exgliſb Court; where not finding Encourage- 
ment, he went to the Ming of Spain, who approv- 
ing his Deſign, furniſh'd him with two Ships. He 
ſal'd on the Ocean for the Space of two Moons 
ithout ſeeing any Land, which made his Mari- 
ners mutiny, their Proviſions falling ſhort. They 
threatned to throw him overboard, if he would 
not return. But he with mild Words and ſtrong 
Reaſons appeas'd their Fury; promiſing to ſail 
back again, if they ſaw not Land within three Days. 
On the third Day, the Toy on the Main Top-maſt 

aw a Fire, and within a few Hours afterwards they 
ame within View of Land. 

When he had made his Ovſervations, and done 
what was requiſite in his Circumſtances, he re- 
turn'd to give the King of Spain an Account of his 
WExpedition. 

After his Death, Americus Veſputius was ſent to 
conquer the zn&known Regions; from whom, that 
whole Continent is called America; but methinks, 
not without ſome Ingratitude to the firſt Diſco- 

erer. 

It would be endleſs to retount all the particular 
\dventures of the Spaniards in theſe Parts, with 
heir Cruelties and Maſſac res: Suffice it to lay, to 
he eternal Infamy of that Nation, that according 
o their own Writers, they butcher'd in cold Blood 
Woove twenty Millions of the Natives, in the-Space 
ff twenty Years: And all this for the Lucre of this 
Gold; tho' under the Pretence of propagating the 
briſtian Religion. 
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I will not liſt my ſelf in the Number of tot 
who pretend to be God's Privy Counſellurs, neither 
will I preſume to deſcant on Things out of ny 
Reach: But the Spaniards have lately felt a terribl 
Blow in Fern; which, if it be not a Mark of th 
Wrat 1 of Heaven, is at leaſt a Sign that the Fart 
is weary of them, eſpecially in thoſe Parts, wher 
they have ſtain'd it with ſo much innocent Blood. 

The City Lima, not many Moons ago, was all ſwal 
lowed up by an Earthguake; and Calan, anot hi 
City not far from it, was conſum'd by a Showe 
of Fire out of the Clouds. Eleven thouſand $s 
#iards loft their Lives in this Calamity ; and thi 
Earth devoured a Hundred Millions 7 refin'd vi} 
ver, which the Lucre of the Spaniards had forcel 
out of its Bowe/s. All the Mountains of Potoſi, from 
whence they dug their choiceft Metal, were level 
with the Plain, and no more Hopes of Gold were [ct 
to their inſatiable Avarice. 

I leave the Judgment of theſe Events to thee 
who art of the holy Line, full of reſplendent 
Thoughts, prophetick 1/charif, conſecrated Emir 
Glory of the Houſe of Mahomet. Yet give me leave 
to tell thee, that this Calamity of the Spaniard: i 
Part reſembles the Fate of Sodom and Gomorrah, and 
the Reſt of the nine Cities of the Lake. The Infudil 
fay there were but Five. Let them alone in the 
Errors; 'tis certain the Mu/ſu/mans have the of 
true Hiſtory of former Times. Doubtleſs, God 
is ſevere in his Chaſtiſements, when he is incens 
againſt a Nation. Witneſs the People of Ad ail 
Themod, with the Men of the Valley of Smoke, ai 
the City whoſe Inhabitants were in one Hour f 
turn'd into Statues of Stone, and are to be ſeen 3 
this Day, as a ſtanding Monument of Heaven 
Diſpleaſure. Yet no Nation is ruin'd till it ruin 
ſelf, as God ſpeaks in the Alcoran. 
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O Emir, in whoſe Veins run the moſt purify'd 
Blood in the World, pray for Mahmut, that he 
nay never turn Apoſtate from God and his Prophet, 
or do any thing which may hurry him to an un- 
imely Fate. 


Paris, 17th of the i Moon, 
of the Near 1657. 
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4 L E 1 R X. 
To Muſtapha, Baſſa. 


HIS following Summer, if all Reports be true, 

is like to afford ſome Campaigns of Blood. 
he general Diſcourſe here is, that the Grand Seig- 
ior will ſpeedily have an Army of Three hundred 
houſand Men. in the Field: Part to act in Dalma- 
ia and Candy againſt the Yenetians ; the reſt to be 
mployed againſt the Perſians, the more inveterate 
Lnemres of the Ottoman Empire. 

That ſaucy Embaſſador Zfmae! Bir Couli Can 
jeſerv'd the Puniſhment was inflicted on him for 
us impertinent Huff, and drawing his Sabre in the 
freſence of the greateſt Monarch of the World. 
ind let it be an eternal Precedent to the Envoys 
foreign Princes, that they may learn a Leſſon of 
lodeſty, when they addreſs to the Lord of their 
ords, and not, by Preſumption, incenſe the King 
F the Earth. 

But *tis apparent, this Embaſſador took Advan- 
ge of our Troubles: He ſwell'd with a vain 
nd falſe Idea of the Perſian Puiſſance : Beſides, 
ney ſay, his Maſter has enter'd into a ſolemn 
-ague with the Czar of Mu/covy againſt the ſhin- 
ng Empire, And. tis certainly knownehere, that 

Aa 


mi! 


2 — — 
od © EE ESz — 1 2 
_ 4 


= oo + ec. RE. AARCST.Y 
— - * 


— 
— 


— 


- + A 
I 6 n * 2 
= * — 
4 5 b of... = IG 
- 


— — — — — — 


8 ee from Perſia, to negotiate a Tripartite Leꝶu 


is due to his audacious Inſolence: He throws of 


this young Byfoon grew unweildy with too mu 
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Two Embaſſadors are arrived at Venice from thy 
Potent Emperor of the North; and others are er 


etween thoſe Crowns and that Republick again 
the Victorious Oſmans. Hence I ſuppoſe it wa 
that the rude Heretick took the Boldneſs to com. 
mit an Action, which all the Ea puniſhes vi ur. 
Death. Neither is it any thing to the Purpoſe 
what the Chri/tians of theſe Parts ſay, That the Prr. 
fons of Embaſſadors are ſacred: For much mon 
ſo are the Perſons of Sovereigns. And ſo long asm 
Envoy obeys the Law of Nations, in only deliver 
ing his Meſſage with Reſpect and Civility, that Ly 
will protect him from all Injuries, But if be 
muſt needs leap over his own Fence, and inftex 
of :ppearing like an Enbaſſador, he will act the 
Part of an Afaſſin, a Furioſo, a Contemner of Mie. 
ſty, he can expett no better Freatment, than wa 


with Scorn the Protection that his Charade 
claims, and in a mad Bravado courts the Revenge 
of the State. 

This I/\mael has all along been counted a bol 
Fool in the Court of Perfa. He has committed 
thouſand wild Pranks at 1/pahan, more becoming 
Feſter, than a wiſe Miniſter of State. Yet his M. 
iter ſtill winked at his Extravagances for his I: 
ther's ſake, who did many notable Services to tht 
Crown; among which, his recovering Candahi 
from the Mogul was none of the leaſt ; it bein} 
the only Town which commands the Frontiers d 
Perſia and the Indies. | 

For this and other Merits, Sh Sophi prefer" 
both him and his Son to the moſt confiderabli 
Governments and Offices in the Empire; wherein i 
old Man acquitted himſelf fairly to the laſt. But 


Honour, affronted the Grandees, and play'd * 
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he King himſelf, for which he had once like to 
ze been caſt to the Dogs. But at the Interceſſion 
f ſome of his few Friends, that Puniſhment was 
mitted and chang'd into Exile; whilſt his Enemies 
ade uſe of his Abſence to ruin him. 

They were ſome of the greateſt Lords of the 
rt, who bore him a Grudge, and they had hour- 

the King's Ear; which Advantage they made 
ſe of to infinuate ſuch an ill CharaFer of Ihmael, 
at he knew no better Way to be handſomely rid 

him, than by ſending him on this deſperate En- 
ſy to the My/terious Port: Chuling rather that he 
ould fall by the Grand Seignior's Command, than by 
Is own, who had reap'd ſo much Benefit from the 
rvices of his Father. 

By this thou may'ſt diſcern, that the King of 


Mera is earneſtly reſolved upon Var, without re- 


ding how his Herald that proclaim'd it is re- 
ved: For that Enbaſſador deſerves no other 
te, who comes not with the accuſtom'd Preſents 


Wd Supplication ; but with an Addreſs of a harſher 


yle, denouncing Enmity at his very firſt Approach 
the Feet of the Invincible S$Su/tan Mabomet. 

After all, it rejoices me to hear, that thou, 
d the other Ba//a's of the Empire, are ſo ready 
afhſt our great Maſter. For I am aſſur'd, that 


n your Perſona] and Voluntary Contributions, 


has received a Supply of thirty Millions of 
pers, beſides the conſtant Revenues, Cuſtoms, Tri- 
tes and Subſidies of the Empire. This is noiſed 
over Chriſtendom ; yet the YVenetians ſeem not 
ch to dread the Conſequences of theſe vaſt 
eparations ; judging that they will be employ'd 


Where, than againſt any Province of their De- 


ons, except in Dalmatia, where theſe Infidels 


s the Strength of their Forts, and the inaccef- 
le Height of Rocks. 
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But Hz that laid the Foundations of the Eat 
and cauſes it to tremble when he pleaſes, the {an 
God form'd the lofty Mountains, and can level tha 
with Plains to ſerve the Fo/lozwers of his Prophu 
Even as the Stenes came voluntarily to ſaluted 
divine Meſſenger himſelf; the Trees rowz'd then 
ſelves, as out of a deep Sleep, and the Earth pie 
ing on all Sides to the forcible Motion of the i Hount 
164/49 


compos'd an Umbrel/a over the Head of MabmWnd t 


when he was ready to faint with the violent Hea ould 
the Sun. | eds ! 

Thus ſhall the Z/ements conſpire to aid the ea 

Believers: And when they fight for the A/coranW#a4: 

gainſt Infide/s, God ſhall endue the inanimate Bringgncon! 

with Faith and Devotion. n ar 
Ore 1 

Paris, 7th of the 2d Moon, lf fre 

of the Year 1657. le n. 

ve f 
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LETTER XI. 

To Mehemet, an exil'd Eunuch i» Egy! Em 

r M 

Repare thy ſelf with a Conſtancy of Spirit iſ Tho 

coming a Mu//ulman, when thou ſhalt undgeliciti 

ſtand, that the beſt Friend thou hadſt in the Wee ne 
is gone to Paradiſe. May God grant him the Makes 

poe of a True B-liever, an Apartment of fingufMive ] 

elight. For 'tis the brave So/ymanT ſpeak of, "Wity ; : 

not only deſerves thy moſt grateful Vows for Wan th 

ving thy Life, but has done a thouſand mere po 
ous Actions beſides, which now crown him vells 

Chaplets of Immortality, clinat 

mplat; 
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I with I cou'd have been the Relater of better 
News to my baniſh'd Friend, But perhaps thon 
iſt heard of his Death already, by ſome Veſſels of 
onftantinople, and ſo *twill be needleſs to ſay any 
hing as to his untimely Fate, or the Tragedies of 
be Seraglio and Imperial City. 

It ſeems very ſtrange to me, and a thing unac- 
ountable, that there can be no Means found out to 
prevent theſe dangerous Iaſurrections of the Soldiers, 
nd that the moſt formidable Empire on Earth 
Would be thus frequently ſhock'd by her own $46- 
es ! Mebemet, the Things of this preſent World 
re a perfect Riddle, and our Life itſelf is but the 
adeto of a Dream. Thou haſt experienc'd the 
nconſtancy of Fortune, and that there is nothing 
n Earth deſerves a wiſe Man's Confidence: There- 
re if I may adviſe thee, it ſhall be, to wean thy 
lf from the trivial Affairs of Mortals. Let not 
te natural Fondneſs which thou may'ſt poſſibly 
ve for thy former Courtly Life in the Serag/io, 
urn to diſquiet thy Soul. A Man may be happy 
by where, that knows how to be contented. Na- 
re is ſerv'd with a Little; and we ought to 
teem our irregular Appetites as Foreigners. If 
ur Fortune be not extended to the larger Meaſure 
| our Wiſhes, tis ealy to contract and adequate 
r Minds to our Fortune. 

Thou may'ft carve to thy felf various Sorts of 
elicities in Egypt, and render Caire as pleaſant to 
ee now, as Conflantinople was formerly. Virtue 
lakes all Places delightful. If thou art for an 
ive Life, there's Buſineſs enough in that populous 
ty; and Opportunities are never wanting to A 
In that is ready to lay hold on them. Beſides, tis 
© popular Character of Egypt, that whoſoever 
rells in it finds an Employment ſuitable to his 
clination. But if thou art Melancholy and Con- 
mplative, in my Opinion thou cou'dit not have 


choſen 
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ol. 
choſen a Country more agreeable to ſuch a Ten 
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r. 

Were I in thy Station, I ſhou'd make frequent 
Viſits to the Pyramids, and never be weary of 
ſearching out the Antiquity of thoſe Admirabh 
Structures. There is hardly any Thing made hy 
human Art, which has put me upon more impor 
tant Studies and Diſquiſitions, than the Original o 
theſe Stupendious Fabricks, They far ſurpaſs | 
Grandeur and Magnificence the moſt renown' 
Buildings of the Greek and Roman Empires, even it 
the Zenith of their moſt flouriſhing State. And [ 
wou'd fiin learn, When they were firſt erected, h 
Whom, and for What Ends? For I cannot believe 
what Joſephus the Jeroiſb Hiſtorian reports of them 
That they were built in the Time of Moſes the 
Law-giver, and that all thoſe of the Hebrew Nation 
amounting to ſome Hundreds of 'Thouſands, were 
employ'd as Slaves in the Work, by the King ther 
Reigning in Egypt. 

I have perus d Herodotus the Grecian, Diadori 
the Sicilian, with Strabo, Pliny, and other Writer: 
Who have all taken great Pains to ſearch into the 
Antiquity of the Pyramids: Yet after all their In 
vels in Egypt, and their Converſe with the Pris 
of that Country, they ſeem to have receiy'd bul 
ſmall light in this Affair; leaving Things in Ut 
certainty, and not agreeing in their Accounts 
One will have 'em to be only deſign'd for Sepulcteri 
of the Kings; another ſays, they were built h 
Foſeph the Hebrew, the Vixir of Egypt, and tht 
they were the Granaries where he laid up evet 
years Proviſion of Corn, againſt the Famine wiel 
in his Days afflicted the Earth. Thus they dift 
in their Sentiments. And our Countryman I 
Ad Alhikm declares, That when he was in Egy/ 7 
he: could not draw from any of the Priefis Pon 


5 4% emman. 
leaſt Certainty as to the Age of theſe N They 
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eir Founders, Which makes him conclude, That 
ace there was no Memory or Footſteps of their 
Jriginal left among Men, it is probable they were 
uit before the F/ogg. 
W This agrees exactly with what others of our 
Wribian Writers have deliver'd concerning King 
rid, who reign'd in Egypt three hundred Years 
fore the Deluge. They relate ſtrange Things of 
his Prince; and among the reſt, That he dreamt, 
Wir fixed Stars came down from Heaven to the Earth 
erturning all Things with the Violence of their pre- 
pitate Fall. Being much troubled at this Yor, 
e ſent for the Prieſts and Sages ; who when they 
ere aſſembled together in the King's Palace, Ac/i- 
their Cater, or Prince of the Aftrologers, told 
e King, That a Year before, he had ſeen a Viſion 
ich made a deep Impreſſion on his Mind. For the 
ia Orbs appeared to deſcend ſo low as to touch 
be Earth, ſo that the Stars were mingled among Men. 
ſben he lift up his Hands above his Head in hi Dream. 
vheep the Heaven from quite oppreſſing Mortals with 
i Weight. Whillt I was in this Poſture, ſaid he, 
thought I addreſs'd my Self to the Sun, beſeeching 
te reſplendent God to retire with all his Glittering 
rain of Lights to their ancient Station on High. 
bereupon the Sun made Anfwer, When I ſhall have 
umplifh'd three hundred Circuits, the Heavens will 
urn to their proper Places. 
When Aclimon had related this Viſion, the King 
dmmanded the Afrologers to ereft a Scheme of the 
W'clent Configurations Above, and tell him what 
ley preſag d. They did ſo, and all agreed, That 
Deluge ſhould Firſt overflow the whole Earth, 
Lon Afterwards it ſhould be totally deſtroy'd 
Hre. : 
Upon the hearing of this, they ſay King Saudrid 
mnmanded the Pyramids to be built, carrying all 
FF Riches into them, with the Tablis of the Myſte- 
ridus. 
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rieus Sciences, and Laws, and whatſoever w. 
eſteem'd Precious and Worthy to be preſerv'd from 
the General Deſtruction. And the Annals of Eryii 
ſay, that he commanded theſe Words to be Engn 
ven on them. 


J Saudrid laid the Foundation of the Pf 

ramids, and finiſh'd them in fix Tear HB: 
Tet I challenge any future King to dem wh 
liſh them in fix Hundred Years ; thi ig 
be much eaſier to ruine than to build, taps 
cover'd em with Silks; let any Mult: ir 
after me cover em with Mats, if ri: : 
can. 


Kings 
e Wet 


In thus aſſerting Saudrid to be the Founder of tha» a 
Pyramigs, it ought to be underſtood only of ſon n 
of the Greateſt ; and that other ſucceeding Prim . 
(perhaps after the Food) ſpur'd on with Emulatia ed by 
and Deſire of Glory, built the Reſt ; which is King 
only Way to reconcile our Arabian Writers to H the x 
rodotus, Diodorus, and other Hiftorians of the Wi of thi 
who aſſign Cheops or Chemnis, with Chephren, Chi at Ap 
25 and Mycerinus the Son of Chemmis, as nin? 
of ſome particular Pyramids. Whilſt Strabo au know 
Pliny aſcribe the Building of one to "Rhodefe, no tl 
famous Srumpet, or at leaſt to ſome of her Parſe” "bt 
mours. ch wil 

Doubtleſs, there is great Obſcurity and Cot WW. 
fuſion in the Records of the Ancients about tit orld 
exact Time when theſe illuſtrious Monuments wefile Fatig 


built, which yet is an impregnable Argument Mende 3 


their Antiquity; ſince, when one Author allet! Pong 
this or that King to have built a Pyramid, anothl > ſu 
demonſtrates the contrary, by proving, that Thi preeabl 
Pyramid was in being long before the Days I t 
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of 
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ſuppos'd Founder. Neither can I find any Con- 
rence of Authorities, ſo rational and exactly 
eeing, as that of the Zrabians, who all unani- 
uſly deliver, as a certain Truth, that theſe un- 
llel'd Structures were built long before the 
id. All which is confirm'd by the Egyptian Annals 
m{elves, pen'd by thoſe of the Coptite Race, who 
cended from Coptim, the Son of Maſar, the Son 
Banſer, tne Son of Cham, the Son of Noah ; 
h whom and his Family Philemon the good 
et made an Alliance by Marriage, and in 
r Cuſtody were the Records and Traditions of 
od World. 

ir if it be granted, dear Eunuch, that thoſe 
rien are true which relate the Tranſactions of 
Kings of Egypt before the Flood; what Reaſon 
e we to call in Queſtion the Fragments of Ma- 
bs, a Prieſt of Egypt: or the Genealogy and 
Mon of Egyptian Monarchs deliver'd by Herodo- 
; or the Chronological Regiſters of Egypt un- 
ed by Diodorus, which carry up the Reign of 
r Kings to above a thouſand Years beyond any 
r the moſt early Epocha of the Creation, except 
of the Mriaus, or the interminable Aſcent 
it Ages in the Records of the Chineſe and 
Tilt 

know not what to call it, whether the Cormw- 
e of the Intellect, which dare not venture to 
ch into ſo vaſt a Speculation; or its Soth, 
ch will not take the Pains to unfold and ſtretch 
irowzy Faculties on the moſt natural Idea in 
World. Tis true indeed, we cannot without 
e Fatigue contemplate ſtedfaſtly the Eternal 
ence and Duration of Things. Tis an immor- 
Thought, that can tranſport the Sau! back 
ugh ſuch an 7nfnity of Ages. Vet the Pleaſure 
u ereeable to the Undertaking ; becauſe Truth, 
eas the Mornings in Egypt, enlightens the 
Proſpect 
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ort Meditation. For tho' the Individuals of all 
Kinds are chang'd, ceaſe and diſappear at their ap- 
pointed Periods ; yet the Species or Kinds them- 
ſelves remain for ever before our Eyes. As faſt as 
me Man dies, another is born; and ſo it is with 
he Brutes : And the Seaſons of the Year in their 
proper Courſe renew all the Yegetab/es. We find 
he Elements, the Sun, Moon, Stars, and Earth re- 
min unchangeable. And why then ſhould we 
hink they were not always fo, and will not con- 
inue ſo for ever? Or if this be too bold a Stretch, 
et us conceive them, at leaſt, much more ancient 
nd durable, than they are generally thought to be. 
Ind if theſe greater Beings ſhall undergo a Change 
their outward Forms, we may yet believe their 
bRances will remain for ever. 
WM But whether corporeal Beings are thus laſting or 
Wo, we have ſomething in us that can never periſh. 
or Souls are Lumortal, and need not the Embaln- 
g of Egypt to preſerve em from Corruption. 
Therefore, dear Mechemet, ſince we are deſtin'd 
d live for ever in one State or other, let us not 
r Death, which is but a Minute's Slumber, a ſhort 
; France out of which we ſhall immediately awake, 
HW increaſe our Knowledge and Experience of thoſe 
er ies and Secrets in Nature, which at preſent are 
from us. In a Word, let, us live like Philoſo- 
ers, and then we may hope to die with the ſame 
quanimity of Spirit as he did, who in his laſt A- 
nies, being ask'd by his Friend, Where was all his 
vilojephy now? Anſwer'd, I am juſt entring on 4 
w Diſcovery concerning the Nature of Salt. And 
th that Word he expir'd. 


Paris, 7th of the 24 Moor, 
of the Tear 1657. 
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LETTER. XII. 
To the moſt Venerable Mufti. 


I: the publick Seditions ſhould always continuW"'ght! 


may 
nd th 
nto th 


or be as frequently renew'd as they have late 
een at Con/tantinople ; and if their Effects ſhall b 
equally fatal to the Grandes as has been this |f 


horrid Mutiny of the Soldiers; to congęratulmIt 1: 
any Man's Rife to an eminent Dignity, will be wi ding: 
to flatter him, and Addreſſes of this Nature mullW&0nqu 
be eſteem'd no better than mock Complimetri Hud 
civil Inſults, and faſhionable Sarca/ms : Since Her Ti 
this Rate, great Honours ought to be look'd e Riſ 
no otherwiſe, but as direct Advances and nem the 
Approaches to Infamy and Death; when a Mh R. 
is exalted from an obſcure Faſtneſs and hum E. 
50 to the glorious Hazard of a precipita bd mY 
Fall. ar, 


"Tis therefore, when I come to kiſs the Duſt Al ti 
thy Feet among the Croud of true Believers, me of 
to welcome thee to the moſt ſacred and ſublime Mu th: 
rar/pip on Earth, I draw near with an Indifferent Meth 
ſuitable to a Mu/ſulman, wiſhing thee not more Mes 
than Safety in that myſterious Station, but ſuch %-, 
Temperament of both, as is due to thy Sand % 
and incorrupt Actions. In a Word, I wiſh ue State 
z perpetual Immunity from thy Predeceſſor's Tens b, 
tations, and from his Crmies ; and then thou need gove 
not fear his Misfortune and Diſgrace. us of 

Let not what I have ſaid paſs for an Argus tours 
of Diſreſpe& and Undutifulneſs to the Heir of I! But if 
phetick and Apoſtolick Revelations, the great Pa theſe 
arch of the Faithful. I reverence both thy OH ber t: 
and Perſon, yet am commanded to avoid Flat in th 
and partial Addreſſes when I write to the grein ogenito 


wes 
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diges in the Empire. And had not this Injunction 
been laid on me, my own natural Temper would 
prompt me to ſhun that Vice which renders a Man 
ſo much leſs than himſelf, by how much he exalts 
another above his due. 

I have often propos'd to thy Predeceſſor, the 
ighty Benefit that would redound to the whole O- 
man Empire, if Learning were more encourag'd, 
nd the Hiſtories of foreign Nations were tranſlated 
nto the familiar Language of the Myſulmans. 

It is, that thoſe who are deſtin'd to ſubdue all 
hings, and have already ſpread their glorious 
onqueſt through the greateſt Part of the Earth, 
hou'd be acquainted with the Tranſactions of for- 

er Times, the Wars of illuſtrious and brave Heroes, 
e. Riſe and Fall of ancient Kingdoms, and in gene- 
al, the moſt noted Revolutions in the World. From 
ch Records our Generals and Military Men may 
aw Examples of Fortitude and Patience, Conduct 
d Prudence, in all the Fatigues and Diffi culties of 
ar. Oar Stateſmen may improve their Knowledge 
all the Maxims of Policy and Wiſdom requiſite in 
ime of Peace. In fine, Men of all Conditions may 
an the Precepts of Morality and Virtue. 

Methinks 'tis pity, that we who poſſeſs the Ter- 
tories of the ancient Grec/ans, the Kingdoms of 
h W117, and the Argives ; the Common-rwealth of 
lens and Lacedæmon; the Empire of Maceden, and 
e State of the Jeros; ſhould be ignorant of the 
ars by which theſe divers Countries were of 
govern'd, and the Characters, Lives, and Ac- 
15 of their firſt Law-givers, and ſucceeding Go- 
rnours. 

But if thou ſhalt determine, that the Knowledge 
theſe remote Affairs is ſuperſluous and unneceſ- 
for true Believers ; let 'em at leaſt not be igno- 
in their own Hiſtory, and the Original of their 
Ogenitors. 


1 2 Tis 


172 LETTERS Writ by Vol. V. 


"Tis true, we Arabian, have all along taken Care 
of our Genealogies, every Family and Tribe being 


diligent to preſerve the Memory of their Anceſtors 


and all concur with an unanimous Zeal to regiſter 
the holy Lineage of Mahomet, the Meſſenger of Gu: 
So that we can from his Father 444a//a run up in 1 
direct paternal Line to Caydar, the ſecond Son o 
T/macl (on whom be the Benedictions of God.) We 
are not ignorant how this Caydar (from whom the 
noble Corei's derive their Pedigree) firſt ſettled at 
Mecca, in pure Devotion tothe ſquare Temple, which 
was built by Angels; when he might as well have 
choſen the more fertile Plains of Medea, Perſia, and 
ria, as did his Brethren Doama, Naphis, and Nei. 
7:4. But he foreſaw by his Skill in Aſtrology, that 
the Inhabitants of thoſe Regions would be Idol 
ters: And ſo it came to paſs; for they were in 
ehe Number of thoſe who ador'd the Fire. For 
the ſame Reaſon he choſe not for his Seat Armeria, 
tho' that Country be renown'd for the Reſting 0 
Noah's Ark on Mount Gezdis, and the famous Ci 
ty Themanine, or the Work of Eighty, being the 
nrit City built after the Deluge by the Eighty, who 
eicaped in the Ark. But Caydar knew that the 
People of that Province ſhould worſhip the Sun; 
and it was verify'd in the Poſterity of his Bre 
thren Nabſam and Maſna. Therefore he chose 
Atecca, tho" a barren Country, becauſe he knew!lt 
was the Seat predeſtin'd to the Ele& Lineage, th 
Generation of juſt Men and Prophets, from whom 


was to ſpring the Light of the World, Mahon! N 


who in Paradiſe is call'd A/ Batraſim, and in Her 
ven, Achmet. 

Caydar was the only Son of J/mael who took 
part with his Father, and follow'd his Example 
worſhiping One God, Creator of the Worlds, as he 
had learn'd by Tradition from Abrahim the Belove! 


of the Eternal: Whereas Nabeyeth, Abbael, 1 
an 
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and the reſt of the Twelve either ador'd the Sun, 
Moon and Stars, or the Elements, except Facheur, 
who paid divine Honours to the Tree Betlemer; 
and Hadal and Maſſa, who ſacrificed Beaſts to the 
Idols Bohinun and Alxe. 

And as our Hiſtorians have been thus particular- 
jy exact in recording the Affairs of the Twelve 
Sons of Jſnael; ſo they have ſhew'd themſelves no 
leſs preciſe in relating the Tranſactions of the 
twelve Tribes which deſcended from them, even 
down to the preſent Age. 

I do not inſiſt on this to teach thee ſomething 
whereof thou art ignorant: but to put thee in 
Mind of the Benefit and Advantage, beſides the 
vaſt Delight which accrues to a Nation by thus 
preſerving the Memoirs of their Anceſtors; in 
which my Countryinen have exceeded the Fidelity 
and Care of all other People. 

Had it not been for the Induſtry of Arabian Mi- 
ters, the Hiſtory cf the whole Saracen Empire, the 
ducceſhon of the Caliphs, with their Wars and Con- 
queſts, would have been either quite loſt this 
Age, or at leaſt much deprav'd and falfity'd by the 
Malice of Chriſtian and Perſian Authors, both equal- 
ly Enemies to the Truth ; by which it is evident, 
that every Nation ought to regiſter their own 
Tranſactions. | 

What therefore I chiefly aim at is, that the 
glorious O/mans, who have by their Valour enter'd 
into the Poſſeſſions and Territories of many ancient 
Nations, might alſo be acquainted with the Hiſto- 
ries of thoſe People whoſe Lands they enjoy : But 
above all I wiſh, that after they have found a Way 
to ſo much Wealth and Honour, they would not 
loſe themſelves, and their own Original. 

[ ſpeak of the Turks properly ſo call'd ; the 
Deſcendants of the Scythians, who by ſome were 
elicem'd the moſt ancient Nation on Earth; a Peo- 
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ple form'd by Nature for the Empire of the World; 
were never conquer'd themſelves, yet ſpread their 
Victories over all 4/ja. They routed Zopyrio, a C. 
neral of Alexander the Great; and drove back a huf. 
fing King of Egypt with Shame and Loſs to hi 
own Country: In fine, they were a People naty 
rally Juſt, Temperate, Hardy, and endu'd with d 
the excellent Qualities which the Philoſophy of the 


A 


Greeks and Romans cou'd never inſpire into thiir 125 
Subjects, though they aim'd at it. 8 1 * 
Theſe were the People, O Oracle of Belieren Nos 
from whom the preſent Turks deſcend. And is ii 5” 
not a Shame, that they can give no other Accounifſ"®" c 
of their Anceſtors, but what they borrow from tha * 
Chriſtians, who in the mean Time reproach tg" 
M ſſulmans with Ignorance and Barbariſm ? *n * 
Tis for this Reaſon I renew the ſame Re quei. ”_ 
to thee which I often made to thy Predeceſſor, tht”. 
Learning may be encourag'd : 1 all the ancien 28 
Records and Hiſtories of the Greeks and Romans b wh | 
ſought out and tranſlated, by Men skilful in La bo * 
guages, into the familiar Speech of the Ottnamffzi vn 
Some, I know, are already common among tit 10 = 
Grandees, as Herodotus, Plutarch, and others; bi Th e 
let not any credible Writer be wanting. \th K a 
In doing this, thou wilt put a Check te ti old Ter 


Scofts of Infide/s, augment the Honour and Inter 
of the Muſſulmans, and leave an immortal Nan 
behind thee on Earth; which will make thy Jo 

n Paradiſe more ſweet to an infinity of Ages. 


Paris, 29th of the 3d Moon, 
of the Tear 1657. 
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LD II. 
To the Kaimacham. 


LL Europe, except the French and Swedes, 
A hang down the Head for the Death of the 
erman Emperor. He went to the Immortals on the 
2d Day of this Moon, after a long Fit of Sickneſs, 
ad forty nine Years Life on Earth. 

WM Nathan Ben Saddi, the Agent of the Porte at Vienna, 
Wotorms me, that on the ſame Day whereon the Em- 
error died, the Imperia/ Palace took Fire on a ſudden, 
nd with ſuch Impetuoſity, that a great Part of it 
vas preſently conſum'd, and the King of Hungary 
ind Bohemia, the Emperor's Son, narrowly eſcap'd 
th his Life. This is eſteem'd a bad Omen to the 
mpire ; and without being ſuperſtitious, I can aſ- 


tthis Juncture. The Electors are ſo divided on 
he Score of Religion, and their ſecular Intereſts and 
Uliances, that in all Probability, they will not with 
ale decide the Succeſſion. | 

The Duke of Brandenburgh having united himſelf 
o the Swedes, will not conſent to the inſtalling Leo- 
0% Ignatius Foſephus, the Emperor's Son, becauſe 
hat Prince ſupports the Cauſe of the Poles and 
ane. The Palatine of Heydelberg and Duke of Ba- 
aria, are at odds about their private Pretenſions. 
The Duke of Saxeny would ſain be Emperor him- 
elf, or have one at leaſt of the Lutheran Religion: 
ind the reſt are ſo incens'd againſt the Houſe of 
liria, that it is thought, none but the Eccleſiaſ- 
ck Princes will Vote for the King of Hungary and 
Pobemia. So that there being no King of the Ro- 
ans to claim the Succeſſion by the Laws of the Em- 
re, the Throne is like to be vacant yet a while. 
I 4 Car- 


ure thee, that Germany is in a very bad Condition 
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Cardinal Mazarini, who watches all Opportui. 
ties to aggrandize his Maſter, has diſpatch'd awy 
ſeveral Couriers into Germany, to negotiate private. 
ly with the Electors, and concert thoſe Meaſure 
which will be moſt for the Intereſt of France, And 
I tell thee, this Miniſter has no ſmall Influence © 
the Elector of Colen, and Prince Palatine of the 
Rhine: Beſides, thou wilt ſay, he goes the right 
Way to Work, when thou ſhalt know that he male [ 
uſe of the French Gold to compaſs his Defigns. 


0 Ra 
Force 


7 


No ſooner did the News of the Emperor's Dead ticks, 
arrive at this Court, but it was obſerv'd the Card: oncern 
n took up a hundred thouſand Piſtoles of the pub the 8 
lick Barguiers in this City: And every Body gueſ at ſom 
how *twould be diſpos'd. ot to b 

The Portugueſe Ambaſſador at this Court God 
caus'd extraordinary Fire-works to be play'd on thepicour. 
River Seine before the Palace of the King, in Hoe unc 
nour of his Maſter's Coronation, the young Kine wh; 
of Portugal. But the Spaniards are preparing moe Ton 
deſtructive Fire-zworks on the Frontiers of th: we 
Kingdom, being ready to enter it with an Arn io 
of ſixteen thouſand Men to recover the PortuguMeir Al 
Crown. g urs, 

In ſending thee theſe Intelligences, ſage Min doubt 
ſter, I am not concern'd for the Infide/s. Who denſum' 
or who lives, who riſes or who falls, is all one t emp at 


Mahmut, provided the Grand Seignior's Health, Lit 
and Happineſs be augmented: And this I ſpeak 
an Arabian and true Believer. 


Paris, 30th of the 4th Moon, 
of the Year 1657. 
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LETTER XIV. 


Raba Mahomet, General of he Ottoman 
Forces, at his Camp near Adrianople. 


HE ſacred Empire of true Believers is beſet 
at this Time with Infidels, Rebels, and He- 
ticks, Here are many Rumours ſpread abroad 
Woncerning the Perſians, and the Intereſt they have 
the Ba//a and Citizens of Babylon. They talk alſo, 
at ſome Malecontents deſign Things which ought, 
ot to be nam'd. | : 
Cod has given. me two Ears, and I hear theſe 
"Wicourſes with both, but I entertain them with 
We unchangeable Judgment, that they are only 
e Whiſpers of Fame, which has a thouſand dou- 
je Tongues. If it be true, that the four Chiauſes 
Jo were diſpatch'd to Babylon from the Grand 
W&i2nior to confirm the Inhabitants of that City in 
cir Allegiance, and aſſure them of ſpeedy Suc- 
burs, were murther'd by the diſloyal Citizens; 
doubt not but 'tis as true, that the Plague has 
mnſum'd the greateſt Part of the Red-heads in their 
emp at Aran ſacat. What tho' theſe Baby/onian Mun- 
els cry, Long live the King of Perſia! The reſt of 
e Empire, with true Zeal and Devotion, pray for 
ie Health. and Proſperity. of the Grand Seigmor. 
hat tho' the Satan has ſworn by God and his 
hrone, by the Heavens and the Earth, that he 
ill go againſt the Venetiaus in Perſon ! The Mufti 
n ecfily abſolve him in caſe of ſupreme Neceſſity, 
hence his Preſence is requiſite againſt the more ac- 
red yl haſchi. 
Tis probable the Oſnan Monarchy may be much 
warals'd by domeſtick Troubles and foreign 
I 5 Wars: 
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Wars; ye he that founded it, and is the Conſer- that 
vator of Ages, will out of theſe very Diſtempen Princ 
and Evils, produce a good Conſtitution of Health thous 
in the State, and a firmer Eſtabliſhment againſt i ſels o 


Enemies, They 
In the mean while, the Yenetians are very buff hey. 
in their Levies at Home, and in making Intereſ Th 
Abroad. Couriers are perpetually poſting up af makir 
down Chriſtendom, to and from that City. The cim 
would willingly have all the Buſineſs of Europe ſuMeheir c 
perſeded for their Sakes. Every where *tis while Br: 
per'd there's ſome grand Deſign on foot againk N derinę 
Turks, but no Body knows what. And I tell the enoug 
France, Spain, Germany, Poland, Sweden, and be co 
reſt of the Nazarene Kingdoms, are too much EA 
tangled among themſelves to have any Thoughts lee ir 
meddling with remote Affairs. Hurly- 
The Poles would have had the German Empen lotio. 
taken that Crown in Vaſſalage, on Condition Mug wh 
protecting it from the Swedes. But whilſt the en rel 
peror was alive, he weigh'd the Difficulties, a'en, | 
refus'd ſo chargeable an Offer. Now he is latd'ele / 
dead, and the Empire is hardly capable to defenfÞuriuir 
it ſelf. proud 
Differences are newly riſen between the Dun the! 
of Bavaria and the Elector Palatine of Heydeſlen t on 
each claiming a Right to be Vicar of the Emi pt up 
during the Vacancy ; and they are preparing | The. 
both Sides to diſpute the Matter with the Sword**!on, 
Whilſt the King of Sweden ſmiles ſecretly at tht lount 
Inteſtine Quarrels, reſolving to be reveng'd on nes 
many, for the Aſſiſtance they have given to CajmſÞ"9 the 
King of Poland. lounta 
At the ſame time, the Danes are arming Mary! 
equipping by Sea and Land, to demand Juſtice Prob 
the Scoedes. Whilſt the cunning Muſcovite ſtands ali , Judg 
amuſing all Parties with ſpecious Pretexts, but 6 : * 
ol, 


Signing only to play his own Game, and cpu 
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that Quarrel, which will bring him moſt Booty; 
Prince Ragotski promiſes fair to the Szwedes, but tis 
thought, will prove falſe in the End. The Coun- 
ſels of theſe Uncireumciſed, are full of Treachery. 
They are infatuated, blinded, and know not what 
they do. 

The Caſe is as bad in Spain, where the King is 
making vaſt Preparations to enter Portugal, and 
claim that Crown, hoping to make Advantage of 
their domeſtick Factions ſince the Death of Don Juan 
% Braganza, the late Portugueſe King: Not conſi- 
Meering that the French are like to find him Work 
enough in Traly, Flanders and Catalonia; beſides 
le continual Damages he receives by Sea from the 
Engliſh, and the Loſſes he ſuſtains in America. I tell 
hee in a Word, all Europe 1s at this time in ſuch a 
Hurly-burly, that they have no Leiſure to attend our 
ul lotions in the Fat; every Kingdom and State be- 
ng wholly buſy'd in their own Affairs, and Venice 
nn rely on nothing but her own Strength. Go on 
Wien, brave General of the Army, deſtin'd to chaſtiſe 
e heſe Infidels, and let nothing diſcourage thee from 
eu urſuing the Aims of Honour and Religion. Let the 

proud Franks know that there is a Sword drawn 
n the Eaſt, which will never be put up, till it has 
ot only cut off the exterior Members, but even 
pt up the Eowels of the Weſtern Empire. 

The Inhabitants of Sicily are in a great Conſter- 
ation, by Reaſon of a freſh Eruption of Fire from 
lount #tna, or Mount Gibel, whereby the City 
W-44anea, and adjacent Parts, are much in Danger, 
Ind the Aſhes are ſcatter'd all over the Iſland. This 
lountain has at Times flam'd forth in an extraor- 
mary Manner from immemorable Ages; and in 
e Probability, will continue to do ſo till the Day 
10 judgment. 

There is like to be a new Quarrel between Fance 
od Holland; the latter complaining, that they * 
a a 
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had above three hundred Merchant Ships taken 
from them by the French within theſe ſeven Year, 
Upon which they have ſtop'd two Veſſels belong. 
ing to this Kingdom, and Miſunderſtandings en- 
creaſe apace between them. 

In the mean time, the Germax Court is preparing 
to chuſe a new Emperor. His Son is the Perſon de- 
fign'd for this Dignity, if the Electors do not op 
poſe it. His Name is Leopoldus Ignatius Foſephu, 
King of Hungary and Bohemia. He lies ſick of a dan. 
gerous Diſeaſe, not leſs loathſome than the Plague. 

And now I have mention'd this Scourge of Gu, 
it will not be amiſs to inform thee, that in Non 
and Naples, where it has rag'd theſe eleven Moons, 
and has deſtroy'd a hundred and eighty Thouſand 
People, 'tis not now to be heard of; Commerce is 
reſtor d; Public Courts fit ; Ambaſſadors have Au- 
dience ; and all Things run in their zwonted Channel. 
Yet in Genoua they feel it ſtill. 

The Souls of theſe Inſidels are infected with an 
infernal Peftilence, and therefore God rains Curſe 
on them, whilſt the Elect of all Nations are pre. 
ſerv'd from all Evil, being mark'd in the Forchea 
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LETTER XV. Aa, 

70 Cara Hali, Phyſician zo tbe Grand, of 
Seignior. 2 

Gate 


Have encounter'd a Paſſage in the Hiſtory dd the: 
1 the Firſt Caliphs, which a little entangles MeWitterin, 
My Faith is disjointed. Thou knoweſt we Muſit 
mans believe, that Aba Becre was the true Sree 


will la 
Include 
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the Prophet: Vet when I conſider, that he at- 
iin'd the Sovereignty by Surprize, without the 
onſent of the Muſulmans, I know not what to 
hink of 1t. 

After the Death of the Meſſenger of God, the 
nhabitants of Mecca and Medina rais'd a Sedition, 
nd took up Arms, each challenging the Right of 
Election to themſelves. When to prevent the ill 
onſequences of this Tumult, Abu Becre and Omar 
mmediately came to them; and to end the Contro- 
erſy, Omar ſtretching forth his Hand to Abu Becre,. 
luted him Caliph, and lifting up his Hand to Hea- 
en, \wore Allegiance to him: Which Example ſud- 
enly prevail'd on others, and ſo the Tumult was 
peas'd. Yet Omar himſelf ſeem'd to repent of what 
We had done: For a While after he was heard to 
, Aſuredly, the Inauguration of Abu Becre tas 
raſh unadviſed Thing; Gd avert the Evil which 
ay reſult from it. But let it be a Law, That if 
y one hereafter ſhall preſume to do as I have done, 
ud fwear Fealty to another, without the Aſſent of 
e Muſſulmans, be /ba/l be put to Death. 

But that which 1s of greateſt Moment with me, 
that Ali Eb'n Abi Thaleb the Son-in-Lary of the 
rophet, was not preſent at this Election, who had. 
much Right to the Caliphate, as any of them, if 
dt more; at leaſt he had a Right to vote. And 
hen he firſt heard the News, he proteſted. againſt 
hat they had done as null and invalid, in regard 
key had not conſulted him. Certainly Ali Eb'n 
i Taleb was a matchleſs Hero, performing Mira- 
's of Valour in defence of the Prophet. When 
 belieg'd Chaibar, a City of the Jer, he took 
e Gates of the City from off their Hinges, and 
'd them as his Shield. When he brandiſhed his 
ering Sword, he made his Enemies tremble. 
will ſay no more in his Praiſe, leſt thou ſhould'ſt 
clude, I have liſted my ſelf in the Number * 
d 
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the Kyzi/ Baſbi. What I write, is only by way of M 75% 
Scrutiny, being diſſatisfy'd about theſe things. ” 70 
So when Abu Becre lay on his Death-bed, heW,; :; 
called for Othman Eb'n Aphan the Scribe, and bid TI 
him write as follows: © In the Name of God MW (54 ; 
“ Gracious and Merciful ; this is the Te/ftimony of Ml &rm 
« Abdollah E6'n Abu Kohopha, when he was arrived MW © ſu 
* to the laſt Hour of this World, and the firſt of MF to 
* the World to come.” Then he fell into a Trance, recall 
while Othman proceeded, and wrote the Name df Propl 
Omar Eb'no'l Chattab. Then Abu Becre awak'd, and MW Thou 
asking Othman whom be had named for bis Succęſſr; ¶ ge 
He reply'd, Omar, thou haſt done well, ſaid Ne, ¶ pride 
and according to my Mind. Yet, if thou hadſt nan. 
ed thy ſelf, aſſuredly thou art worthy of the Honour. 
Thus Omar ſucceeded in the Caliphate, by the pri- 
vate Order of Au Becre, without asking the Con- 
ſent of the Maſſulmans. It looks like a Contrivance 
or Bargain between thoſe two at firſt. When Omar 
ſwore Fralty to Abu Becre, one would ſuſpect he 
made him promiſe to bequeath the Caliphate to him. 
Be it how it will, thou ſeeſt Omar accepted the Go- 
vernment on Conditions which he himſelf had made 
Unlawful, when he prohibited any Succeſſion that 
ſhould be made without the Conſent of the Muſit- 
mans. He was the firſt that was call'd Amiro'imw 
menim, or Commander of the Faithful. 

It is reported that when Omar was near his Death, 
thoſe that ſtood about him deſired him to name his 
Succeſſor ; they themſelves recommended Ali Ev" 
Abi Taleb, becauſe of his Relation to the Prophet. 
But he rejected him, and committed the Election d 
his Succeſſor to Ot hman, Ali, Telha, Axobia, Ab 
Obeid and Saad Eb'n Ab: Wakka. Abu Obeid there: 
fore coming to Ali Eb'n Abi Taled, ſaid thus d 
him, Art thou he to whom I may ſwear Fidelil) 
that thou wilt act according to the Book of God, 4l 
#he Laws of his Prophet, and the Conſtitutions 5 

1 


Vol. V. aSry at PARIS. 183 


Two Seniors? Ali anſwer'd, I will ever act according 1 
ty the Book of God, and the Lato of his Prophet ; but 
as to the Conſtitutions of the two Seniors, { will follow | 
my own Counſel. Then Abu Obeid going to Othman, FF 
aid the fame Words: And Othman promiſed to per- f 
form all that they required. So they choſe Othman | 
to ſucceed Omar in the Caliphate. He was accuſed 
of too great Partiality to thoſe of his Blood ; for he 
WW recalled Hacem Ebno'! As Eb'n Omaih, whom the 
{MW Prophet had baniſh'd. He gave him alſo a hundred 
«Thouſand Aſpers, and to Abdel/a Eb'n Chaled, he 
Weave Forty Thouſand. They taxed him alſo with 
„ride, in that he ſate on the higheſt Seat of the Pro- 
„ chetick Throne, where none but the holy Prophet 
„ himſelf had ever fate: For An Becre in Reverence 
Jo the Meſſenger of God ſate one Step below it, 
n-Wand Omar two. So that the Arabians being incens'd 
ee Ot hman's Arrogance and other Vices, took up 
Arms, and kill'd him. Then ſucceeded Ali. 
nel I rehearſe this Hiſtory to thee, that thou may'ſt 
m. now the particular Grounds of my Diſſatisfaction, 
„ind give me thy Opinion in this Matter. For, if 
e % Becre, Omar and Othman, were unlawfully lift- 
ed to the Caliphate, it follows, that they were Uſurp- 
uſers, and Hali the only true Succeſſor of the Prophet. 
And, if this be granted, then we have no Reaſon 
to curſe the Perfians, who are the Followers of Hali. 
God knows which is in the Right, We or They. 
We all are the Diſciples of the Prophet, and believe in 
the Unity of the Divine Eflence. God bleſs Mahomet 
our Law-giver, with all thoſe of his Houſe. (God 
bleſs Mahomet our glorious Su/tan ; In fine, Ged 
bleſs thee and me. 


Paris, 15th of the 5th Moon, 
of the Year 1657. 
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LETTER XVI. 


To Cara Muſtapha, Baſſa. 


D the Notices which I receive from Conſtant. 
B nople, it appears that the Ground of all the 
publick Diſcontents in that City, is the Venetian 
Conqueſts and Poſſeſſion of Tenedos: As if the 
People thought that Iſland would prove as fatal 
now to the Muſſulmans, as it was formerly to old 
Troy, when the Grecians.under the Conduct of Ag- 
memnon pitch'd their firſt Camp there, to recover 
Helena the fairet Woman of Greece, whom Pari: 
the Prince of Troy had-raviſh'd from her Husband's 
Embraces. 

That Rape was fatal to the Trojans ? For, after 
ten Years War, their City was KG pan by Stratagem, 
and burnt to Aſhes : Their Princes and Nobles ei- 
ther all ſlain, or carry'd away Captives by the victo- 
rious Greets. Only Aneas ſav'd his Father alive, car- 
rying him on his Back out of the Flames, and with 
ſome other Commanders eſcap'd to Sea in ſuch Veſſels 
as they found ready. The Hiſtory of all his Adven- 
tures is too tedious for a Letter. Suffice it to ſay, 
that after many Voyages from one Region to an- 
other, at laſt he landed in Taly, where he and his 
Company ſettl'd. And from them the Yenetians, with 
otker People of Exrope, derive their Original. 

"Tis this makes the preſent Poſſeiſion of Tene- 
dos appear as an-ill Omen, in the Eyes of the Su— 
perſtiticus: As if thoſe Relicks of ancient Try 
were now come to recover the Hahitations of their 
Fathers, and drive both Greeks and My/u/1ans out 
of the Empire. 

But theſe are only Chimæra's and Dreams; for 
when a Nation is once diſplanted from the Native 
Seat, they ſeldom ar never take Root there.aga 
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Befides, who knows whether the Yenetians deſcend 
from Troy or no? *Tis true indeed, if Hiſterians 
ſpeak Truth, that Aneas ſail'd into Italy, two 
Years after the Burning of Troy : Tis probable al- 
ſo, that he built Lavinium; as Padua is aſcribed to 
Antenor one of his Captains. But where's the 
Conſequence, that the Yenetians ſhould therefore 
be the Of-/pring of theſe heroick Fugitives ? They 
may as well ſay, the French are the Pefterity of the 
er,, becauſe thoſe Africaus once ſeated them- 
ſelves in Spain. For juſt ſo independent are the 
. WS:ates of Italy one of another, and their Inhabi- 
r {iants of as different Genealogies, as are theſe two 
_— Kingdoms, with the People that dwell in 
them. | 
And now the Trojan War is in my Mind, I can- 
not but {mile at the egregious Folly of Ajax, the 
don of Te/amon. This was a great Commander in 
the Grecian Army, a huge, brawny, giant-like Fel- 
low, that had perform'd Prodigies of Strength and 
alour in combating the Trojans, and yet at laſt 
fell upon his own Sword and kill'd himſelf, becauſe 
he could not have his Will of Les; and all about 
an old ruſty Buck/er, taken from the Enemy which 


„ox claim'd as his Right, in Reward of his me- 
n- Fiorious Services, and as many Scars he had re- 
is eived. But Uly/zs over-rul'd the Council of War 


as call'd on purpoſe to decide this Quarrel, and 
got the Shield himſelf. For being a cunning 
plauſible Fellow, he pleaded, that tho' the Cou- 
ge and brave Actions of Ajax deſerv'd all due 
Honour and Acknowledgment; yet the Sur- 
prize of Troy, and ending the War, was only ow- 
bg to his Wit and Contrivance, who deluded 
he Trojans with a Wooden Horſe, in the Belly of 
hich lay a Detachment of armed Men; and theſe, 
iter the Horſe was admitted into that City, came 
ut of their Neſt in the Dead of Night, _ 

et 
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ſet Fire to the Houſe, opening the Gates allo: 
the Grecian Army. | 

If the Yenetians could invent ſome ſuch Str; 
gem, perhaps there would be danger of their ul 
ing Conſtantinople, but till then, illuſtrious Bu 
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there's no Reaſon to fear theie Infidel. Beſides Ng. 
will be very eaſy to diſpoſſeſs em of that ominouf/"*: ? 
Iſland, and ſo diffipate the Charm which has be The 
witch'd the ſeditious Rabble. But I would counſae Kit 
that it be attempted in Time, before the Veneta! latter, 
are got into the He//e/pont with their Navy: Fe din 
there's no Succeſs againſt theſe Infide/s by that 
That Element, it ſeems, is the Wife of the Duke [ for 
Venice; being eſpouſed with a Ring and other Mt thi 
lemn Ceremonies, on a certain Feſtival of the M Kin 
ZAYrENES. er, T 
One would think alſo, that the Exgliſb had mad gainſt 
ſucceſsful Love to the Sea; for their Navies th M⸗ 
always proſperous. We have freſh News come! plow t 
of. an Encounter between them and the S- il hay 
India Fleet, near the Iſland of Texerif, wherein th In th 
were Seventeen of the Spaniſb Ships ſunk and buraf}®* is, 
and among them were five great Galleons.. Ieng P 
took from them an immenſe Treaſure of Gold a{W**> / 
Silver with other coſtly Merchandiſe. omma 
The French Court rejoices mightily at this H Fan 
ploit; not in any real Love to the Exgliſp, but WM* Fiel, 
Hatred of the Spaniards. For between thele ti the O. 
Nations, there ſeems to be an irreconcileable Ant d inſp 
pathy. Beſides, the French have Reaſon of Sn whi 
for their Joy, being in League with the Engliſb Cal ploriou 
monwealth. i 
That which renders this Victory the more s, 26 
markable, is, that it was obtain'd in a Spaniſh H of the 


bour, the Port of Santa Cruz in Teneriff. Eve 
one extols the Exgliſb Commander for a very bn 
Perſon, his Name is Blake. I am the more! 


ticular in this Relation, becauſe thou art expe! 
Mat 
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ſarine Affairs, having had the Command of the 
nvincible Ottoman Armado. 

There is a Poſt newly come in from Germany, 
ho informs us, that the King of Sweden and Prince 
gots, have taken the ſtrong Fort of Brzeki Li- 
en;ki from the King of Poland. 

The Portugueſe Ambaſſadour at this Court preſſes 
he King with much Earneſtneſs to ſend Aids to his 
aſter, in regard the Spaniards are actually en- 
rd into Portugal, and have taken Ol/ivenza, a City 
that Kingdom. 

[ formerly acquainted the Miniſters of the Divan, 
Wit the King of Spain had caus'd all the People of 
Kingdom to be number'd: Now I tell thee far- 

er, That in order to carry on the War effectually 
inſt Portugal, this Monarch has commanded the 
th Mon in every Family to take up Arms, and 
low the Campaign. At which Rate, they ſay be 
ll have an Hundred Thouſand Men in the Field. 

In the mean time, all the Diſcourſe here at pre- 
nt is, concerning the Siege of Montmeli, a very 
ong Place in Flanders. It was inveſted by the 
rench Army on the 11th of this Moon, under the 
ommand of the Mareſchal ge Ja Ferte Seneterre. 
France has ſent a great many brave Generals into 
e Field this Summer; and I perceive, the Baſa's 
uche Ottoman Empire are not like to tarry at Home. 
n inſpire thee, and thy Equals, with a Reſolu- 
zun which knows no Medium between Victory and 
\ fs /orious Death. | 


ris, 26th of the 6th Moon, 
of the Year 1657. 
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LETTER XVII. WF”: 

To Nathan Ben Saddi, a Jew at Vienm. q * 
liſh'd 

H E Beginning of thy Letter ſurpriz'd mewiiM;e(ent 
Wonder, when I read that a CHiaus from tit ide, i 
Grand Seignior, the Sovereign of Sovereigns, Lordi her 
Three Empires, and Five and Twenty Kingdom (with 
ſhould have the Diſhonour, not to find admittan mperig 
within the Walls of Vienna; and that in a Ing an 
when the Germans have no Reaſon to prog at Fa 
Foreign War, being ſufficiently embarraſs'd withDoWull'a b 
meſtick Troubles. But when I read farther, e Bu; 
perceiv'd, That no Ambaſſador, not even of Ul: milies 
Chriſtian Princes, has any more Privilege at d Ric 
uncture; and that it is an eſtabliſned Laco of HHrinces 
mpire, thus to reverence the Majeſty of their «ice of 
ceas'd Sovereign, and conſult the Safety of Mferitanc 
next Election; I ceas'd to reſent this any longer Leavi 
an Indignity to our great Maſter, and only coli:ir (ey 
cluded it to be ſome Myſtery of the Auſtrian StaltMchet 
It is an Argument of profound Reſpect to e pri. 
Imperial Ghoſt, that the Churches are all hung WI /ais, 
Mourning, throughout the Hereditary DominiWiyq ce 
and that no Muſick is permitted either in the Tear: out 
ples or elſewhere ; no Jollity or Mirth, till the ., a7 
neral Obſequies are perform'd, and the Body of ( great 
far is conſign'd to the Place of its everlaſting Repo with 


As to the Quarrel between the Duke of Baviſi; by N 
and Prince Palatine, about the Vicariate, ther the 
much to be ſaid on both Sides: And it ought Wpear'q 
be a Thing indifferent to thee and me, which Wn, ſo t 
theſe two gets the Victory. Vet for the Sake If of n 
Truth I will tell thee in ſhort what J have coll Here 
ed out of the Journal of Carcoa, thy Predeceſſor, Wetenq t 
out of other Memoirs, as they came to my Hand e Pope, 
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It appears then, that by the Golden Bull of 
harles IV. this Dignity was declared inherent in 
he Palatinate Family, in Right of their Poſſeſſion 
that Principality; and that it has been ſo for ma- 
y Ages, even before there were any Electors eſta- 
liſh'd in the Empire. Tis upon this Ground the 
eeſent E/ector Palatine claims it. But on the other 
ide, it 1s manifeſt, that when Maximilian, the 
ather of the preſent Duke of Bavaria, was inveſt- 
| with the Electoral Dignity, it was inſerted in the 
Wei! Bull, that the Vicegerency of the Empire du- 
Wing an [nterregnum, ſhould henceforth belong to 
at Family. Yet this Grant was again diſan- 
ald by the late Pacification at Mun/ter. And ſo 
e Buſineſs is left in Diſpute between theſe two 
amilies, He of Bavaria truſts to his Strength 
d Riches, being alſo back'd by the Eccleſiaſtick 
rinces; whilſt the other only confides in the Ju- 
ice of his Cauſe, the Right of unqueſtionable In- 
ritance. 
Leaving therefore theſe Grandees to proſecute 
teir ſeveral Claims, I'll tell thee what makes the 
eſheſt Noiſe in this City, is an Attempt which 
e Prince of Conde made lately on the Town of 
alais, a Sea-Port of this Kingdom. He had re- 
ivd certain Intelligence, that the Governor had 
nt out the beſt Part of the Garriſon to fortify Ar- 
2, a Place not far from Calais, and ſuppoſed to be 
great Danger ; upon this News, the Prince march- 
with great Expedition, deſigning to ſurprize Ca- 
by Night. But he was diſcover'd before he came 
r them; and the Inhabitants taking up Arms, 
pear'd on the Walls and Ramparts to welcome 
m, fo that he was forc'd to retire again with the 
W's of near a thouſand Men. 
Here are two Men come out of England, that 
a etend to be Prophets, foretelling the Downfal of 
wc Pope, whom they call Antichriſt, a Beaſt, a Dra- 


gon, 
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gon, and I know not how many other Titles. On 


ace 1 
of them is gone to Rare, co tell the Holy Father u 


le, th 
his Face what is like to befal him. The Frag ps it 
Court looks upon them as Madmen ; and no bowi;u h; 
can eſteem them better if they go to Rome, when icht! 
they will infallibly fall into the Hands of the hn een 
Action; which thou know'ſt is a Hell upon Earb{ioht 
Thy Brother Adonai felt che Smart of it, only fiend: 
two or three Words utter'd in Contempt of th eat 
Religion; and tho' he was not condemn'd to Dea: Er 
yet he ſuffer'd a tedious Impriſonment; till But 
length, the Plague releas'd him both from th, mo 
and the Chains of this mortal Lite. thee 
Nathan, if he had dy'd by the Stroke of the ExWMo nit 
cutioner, or by Fire, the common Death of than o 
who rail at the Roman Faith, J could not pronour ei. 
him a Martyr, unleſs it were to his own Folly an ty F 
Raſhneſs ; ſince he was not plac'd there to mai do « 
Proſelytes, cither tc the Law of Moſes or Mahon rod, 
but to penetrate into the ſecret Tranſactions of e 
Fillowers of Jeſus. theſe 
Thy Buſineſs is the ſame at Vienna; purſue t elf i; 
with Alacrity, and God thall protect thee from alition o 
Adverſity. me ot! 
equal 
Paris, 9th of the 7th Moon, Fleſh 
of the Year 1657. per \ 
en 
, the 
LETTER XVIII. wy 
To Mclec Amer. Trani 
ng t! 
Welcome thy Return to the Earth again: Ter thin 
appears by thy Letter, that thou haſt been in Mble, a 
other World. "I'were to be wiſh'd thou woulWut ne 
favour the Living with a Journal of thy Travels WM! relat 
Obſervations among the Dead. Thoſe Regions of expe 


Jene 


Fol. V. a Spy at PARIS. 191 


ace would afford Matter of Noiſe enough to Mor- 
le, that are always greedy of Foreign News. Per- 
ps if thou would'it communicate the Remarks 
du haſt made during that Ramble of thy Soul, we 
izht find out ſome Method of Correſpondence be- 
reen Our World, and that Invifible State. We 
igt contrive a Way to ſend Diſpatches to our 
riends, and to receive their Anſwers again. Or, 
leaſt we might make ſome uſeful Diſcoveries in 
at Empire of Shadows 
But tell me ſeriouſſy, doſt thou think it was 
more than a Trance or Dream that has happen'd 
thee ? Such as frequently fall out in melancholy 
oaſtitutions? I once intorm'd Cara Hala the Phy- 
an of ſuch an Accident as this not far from 
aris., It was of a Man that had lain five and 
irty Hours as Dead, in all human Appearance, 
d ſo given over by the Phyſicians: Yet after that 
rod, he recover'd his Senſes again, and told 
inge Things to thoſe that were about him. Sure— 
theſe are but the Slumbers of the Soul; and Death 
ſelf is but a deeper Sleep, when it cauſes the Diſſo- 
ion of the Body. Doubtleſs, Men awake again in 
me other Active State. For as a Flame of Fire 
equally diſpoſed to embody it ſelf in the fat 
Fleſh or Fiſh, in Oyl, Wax, Sulphur, or any 
per Vehicle; and as ſoon as it is extinguiſh'd in 
e, will readily tranſlate itſelf ſucceſſively to 
the reſt, if they be within the Sphere of its 
lvity (as the Weſtern Philoſopher ſpeaks :) So 
the Spirit or Flame of Life always in a Poſture 
Tranimigration. For ought we know, he that is 
ung this Hour, may be a Peacsck the Next, and 
thin a few Days be ſerv'd up at his Succeſſor's 


e ble, as a Royal Diſh. 

ul Put not to inſiſt too much on theſe Secrets, I 
* Il relate to thee a Paſſage, not unlike that thou 
ot 


experienced. 


It 


ſitting at a Fraſt, when News was brought him th; 


192 LETTERS Mrit by Vol. y 


It is recorded in the Writings of an authentic 
Pen, the Manuſcript of an ancient Arabian, Thi 
Al Raſhid, Emperor of the Faithful, had many ff 
mous Phyſicians about him; among the reſt, hi 
highly eſteem'd Saleh E' Nahali, an Indian, ſo 
recovering one of his near Kinſmen, out of ſuch 
Condition as I ſuppoſe thou haſt been in. Th: 
Kinſman was very dear to the Emperor, who w. 
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he was Dead. The Emperor extremely troubled t 
hear this, burſt forth into Tears, and cauſed 
Table to be taken away. Then Faafer Ep'n Yay 
one of his Confidents, immediately deſired that $; 
leh the Indian Phyſician, might viſit the Corps of hi 
Dead Relation; who went accordingly, and havin 
felt his Pulſe, and conſider'd him well, he returne 
to the Emperor, and ſaid, Ceaſe to mourn, my Lin 
Commander of the Faithful: For if this Man be Dea 
and I do not reſtore him to Life again, may I be 
wore'd from all my Wives for ever. 

He had ſcarce made an end of ſaying this, when 
ſecond Diſpatch came to the Emperor from tho 
who were about his Kinſman, afluring him, T 
he was really departed this Life. 

Then A. Raſhid began to curſe the Indians, alt 
their Ignorance, But Saleh perſiſted in his Aft 


tion, crying out with ſome Vehemency, Be not to abu 
credulous, O Emperor of the Faithful, nor ſuffer 1Wolly } 
Kinſman to be buried, till I have been with him again be we: 
For aſſuredly he is not Dead, I will ſhew you ſomethig ob{ 
that is Admirable. AP Raſpid pacify'd with theWown nc 
Words, took Saleb along with him to vilit the fi health 
poſed dead Perſon. e anc 
As ſoon as they came into his Chamber, the cy beg; 
dian took a Needle, and thruſt it between the MF an inv 
and the Fleſh of his Left Thumb. Then the Mp n! 
tranc'd ſnatch'd up his Hand toward his Mouth. c ne 
ed to 


which Saleh cry'd out, Now, my Lord, comfor i 


« 
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uf; for dead Men uſe not to be ſenſible of Pain. At- 
ter this, he blew up a Powder into his Noſe ; upon 
which, in a few Minutes the Patient ſneez'd; and 
fitting upright in his Bed, ſpoke to A, Rafhid, 
lifing alſo his Hand. The Emperor asking him, 
Hi be found himſelf; He reply'd, Benefafor of Man- 
lid, I have been in the ſweeteſt Sleep that ever I re- 
member fell en me in my Life. Only I daream'd that a 
Dog came and bit me by my Left Thumb, the Pain of 
which toad me. With that he ſhew'd him the 
Mark of the Needle and the Blood ; adding, Surely 
It was no Dream, but a Truth, for IT fecl it yet. The 
nperor was extremely pleaſed with his /zdian Phy- 
nan, and did him great Honour. His Kinſmax 
ſb, whoſe Name was Hrabim, lived many Years 
fer this, and was made Governor of Egypt, where 
e dy'd and was bury'd. 
The Eaern Phyſicians have been famous in all 
ges, and are now much in Eiteem among the 
rande, who addict themſelves to ſtudy the Scirnces 2 
lere are ſome very learned Phyſicians in theſe Parts, 
d not a few ignorant ones, who ſerve as Foils to 
off the Luſtre and Fame of the others. Every 
rovince and City in France ſwarms with 'em ; and 
ey all find Employment either to kill or cure. 
en ie Nazarenes live very intemperately, and fall 
% abundance of Diſeaſes, whereof the Eaft is 
io Ignorant : Therefore it is neceſſary for em 
i be well ſtock'd with Phyſicians. Yet 'twas ſatyri- 
ih obſerv'd by a certain French Lord, that in a 
ey own not far from his Palace, the Inhabitants were 
| healthy long-liv'd Men, till a certain Empirick 
ze and took up his Reſidence there; for then 
ey began to ſicken and die apace. But this may 
an invidious Remark. The Arabian Proverb ſays, 
Man is a good Phyſician, but be that is born juch : 
eaning that ſome are naturally diſpoſed and 


j ted to this Science, Indeed I have known ad- 
. R mirable 
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mirable Cures perform'd by Men who never ſtudie the ſt 


in the Academies, or could anſwer three Queſtion not ir 
in Anatomy; nay, ſome Women have a Gif jM of H. 
this Nature, and are very fortunate in their Pradii not u 
ces. But when all's done the Beaſts are moſt hap WI 
who are all their own Phyſicians by Inſtinct. Depui 
Melec, T wiſh thee ſuch a State of Health as neo the 
no Medicines : But if it be thy Misfortune to H © £ 
into Parmenides his Indiſpoſition, I counſel thee N plai 
make uſe of the Advice given him by a Philoſopher dice 
who, when Parmenides complain'd of a Pain in “ treſ 
Stomach, and ask'd his Advice, bid him uſe ſud“ puit 
and ſuch Confections and Electuaries. The other i Wa 
ply'd, He had made Tryal of them all, and na wit! 
more, yet found no Eaſe. Then ſaid the Philo/ophinW* to y 
Turn Poet, for they generally have good Stomachs. “ that 


Paris, 9th of the 7th Moon, | 1 fall 
of the Year 1657. 


LET TER . 
To the Kaimacham. 


with the joyful News that Mantmeli is fi 
render'd to the French: For which the whole Bo 
of the Parliament, and the City of Paris, the Chan 
lor of the Kingdom, with Cardinal Antonio Barben 
and all the Ec/efrafticks, went to the Grand M. 
or Temple, where Te Deum was ſung this Afterno 
with a pompous Solemnity. And now whilſt! 
writing, there is ſuch a confus'd Noiſe of gt 
Guns, Ringing of Bells, and Shouts of Pech 
that one would think it were enough to wake 
very Dead, and make them ſtart from their Gral 
to enquire what's the Matter. 


The Truth of it is, this Place is counted on'i 
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the ſtrongeſt in Europe, and the Inhabitants were 
not inſenſible of it when they male their Cor 7itions 
of Honour with the King. And therefore we need 
not wonder at the exceſſive Joy of the French. 

When the Keys were deliver'd to the K'ng by the 
Deputies of the Town, one of them, in tie Name 
of the reſt, made this following Addreſs. 

« Sire, We ſhould have had juſt Reaſon to com- 
« plain of Fortune, and accuſe our ſelves of Cowar- 
« dice, if we had ſurrender'd this impregnable For- 
„ treſs to the Arms of a Prince leſs glorious and 
« puiſſant than your Majeſty : Since our very 
„Walls are of ſufficient Strength to defend us, 
without taking up Arms, againſt a Power inferior 
* toyours. But in regard it 1s the Will of Heaven, 
that we muſt change our Maſter, we rejoice to 
fall into the Hands of ſo invincible and gene- 
* rons a Monarch; and we hope, Sire, that your 
« Majeſty will ſhew us the more Favour, for hav. 
ing us'd our utmoſt Efforts to conſerve an invio- 
ate Fidelity to the 'Catho/ick King, who but 
' Yeſterday was our Maſter. 

This was ſpoken with ſo graceful an Action, 
and ſuch a becoming Frankneſs, that the King be- 
ng mightily pleas'd with them, made them this 
inſwer. 

Ves, I ſhall always remember that your Con- 
* ſtancy deſerves my Eſteem. And now conſider- 
ning you as my Subjects, I will beſtow ſuch Privi- 
leges on this City, as ſhall oblige you to manifeſt 
og” no leis Courage and Zeal for my Service, thag 
vou have done for the Catholic King. 
And to evidence, that he has equal Sentiments 
{ Gratitude and Eſteem for his Officers, by whoſe 
ourage and Conduct this important Place is come 
nder his Obedience; the King has beſtow'd the 
overnment of it on the Lieutenant General of his 
mn Imics, who was preſent at the Siege, and was 

| K.2 ſhot 
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| 
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ſhot in ſeven Places of his Body. They call hin thelr 
the Marquis of Vandi. He has ſignaliz'd his Valout . 
in ſixteen Sieges and Battles, being mark'd all over 1 
with Scars, the glorious CharaFeri/iicks of an inde. * 5 
fatigable and fortunate Hero. WES 

It is fit the Dian ſhould be inform'd of all ſuch Mee 
Paſſages ; not to inſtruct them what to do in the L“ 


like Caſes, (for they are perfectly Wiſe) but thi ing 
theſe Examples may be Regiſter'd as Spurs to Vir * 
tue and Magnanimity of Spirit. For it cannot I 
ſuppoſed, that the Emperor of True Believers wi the El 
come ſhort of theſe Infidel Kings, in rewarding hi the Fa 
Faithful and undaunted Slaves. | R 
Mareſchal de Ferte Seneterre has alſo had his ſhar which 
in the Careſſes and Acknowledgments of the Kin Thou? 
and the whole Court. n 
This Succeſs has given a great Damp to the So. ofa + 
miards, who begin to retire as faſt as they can fro with þ 
the Neighbourhood of the French Armies. On tit ible C 
other Side, theſe are full of Vigour and brick Ref Fs 
Jntions, reſolving not to End the Campaign with - as 
out ſome farther Attempts in Flanders. empt 
They creep by Degrees into the very Heart oF. T 
that Province, which is ever like to be the Stage "A 
War, ſo long as the King of Spain has one Tov... gu 
left in it. *Tis a very rich Country, abounding! many r 
all the deſirable Produ#ions of Nature. And ti 4 
People are very induſtrious, to learn and improſhe yea 
whatſoever is profitable in Art. All their Unhapffgiar fe 
nels lies in this, That they are not able to proteken ; 
themſelves, and ſubſiſt independent of one or o 7 
of the neighbouring Crowns. So that whenerheleas'd 
thoſe Sovereigns fall out, theſe poor People are Ill hey ha 
ſerably oppreſs'd with Armies; and in this Cat nto the 
their Friends many Times give 'em as much Trow "bp 
as their Enemies. Nay *tis difficult to determi 5, 
which are their Enemies, and which their Frien! ould 


For to whatſoever Maſter they are ſubject, he drak 
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their Coffers of Money by Taxes and Contribu- 
tions; beſides the intolerable Vexation of Quarter- 
ing unruly Soldiers, who commit a Thouſand Inſo- 
lences unpuniſh'd. 

Poland is at this Time in as bad a Condition, be- 
tween the Armies of Sceden, Auſtria, Brandenburg, 
Mujc:vj, Tranſylvania, and the Forces of K. Caſimir. 

The Son of the deceas'd Emperor has ſent a great 
Army to the Aid of that unfortunate Monarch, and 
tis confirm'd on all Hands, that they have laid Siege 
to Cracoto; whilſt his Ambaſſador is negotiating with 
the Elector of Brandenburgh, to draw him off from 
the $:vedi/þ Intereſt. This is like to prove a War of 
long Continuance, if the Plague do not make Peace, 
rich rages in thoſe Parts, and deſtroys many 
Hrnouſands more than the Sword or Gun. The MA 
9ites have combatted with this Diſtemper above 
theſe two Years, the Grand Duke being forc'd to fly 
with his Army, like Vagabonds, before this inexo- 
able Congueror, Which gives no Quarter. 

In the mean time, I hear ill News from Candia, 
yhere they ſay the Mufulmans have, in a late At- 
empt on that City, loſt above Four thouſand Men, 
rich Thirty four Enſigns, and a conſiderable Trea- 
ure. Theſe Infdels have alſo taken and deſtroy'd, 
his Summer, above thirty Ships of Barbary, and as 
many more of Conſtantinople, Smyrna, Aleppo, Scan- 
eroon, &c. On board of one of which they ſeiz'd 


A ; 
in he yearly Revenue which comes to the Grand Seig- 
% from Scanderoon; and out of another they have 


aken the Revenue of Rhodes, killd a Thouſand 
rue Believers, took half that number Captives, and 
cleas'd Abundance of Chriſtian Slaves: In a Word, 
hey have taken out of the ſeveral Veſſels which fell 
nto their Hands, an immenſe Treaſure of Silver, 
old, and precious Stones. | 
Theſe continual Succeſſes of the Nazarenes 
ould tempt one to think, That this Var was 

| K 3 unjuſtly 


l 
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unjuſtly commenc'd by Sultan Vrabim, and there- 
fore unhappily carry'd on by his glorious Succeſſor, 
Sultan Mahomet. Pardon the Effect of Melancholy, 
benign Miniſter, if it be a Crime to think, that the 
Creator of all Things is angry with thoſe who vio- 
late their ſolemn Word and Oath. Thou know'f 
the whole Story of this War, and the firſt Occaſions 
of it. I fay no more. 

They have a Proverb here in the Ve, That the 
Voice of the People is the Voice of God. And tho 
I approve not the Practice of thoſe who make Uſe 
of this popular Aphoriſm to foment Seditions in a 
State; yet I cannot but own, there's a great dell 
of Reaſon in it, and it may be verify'd in the pre- 
ſent Circumſtances of Conſtantinople. 

Thou obſerveſt that the Soldiers are mutinous 
and unwilling to ſerve any longer in this unfortu- 
nate War. Thou findeſt the Merchants, and in ge- 
neral all Sorts of People diſcontented and factious 
The Avenues to that Sanctuary of the World arc 
block'd up by the Yenetians ; ſo that neither Corn, 
nor other neceſſary Proviſions can be brought in 


to ſupply the Wants of ſo many hundred thou- 


ſands of People. In a Word, thou ſeeſt the pub. 
lick Calamities have made them almoſt deſperate; 
they care not what they do: Peace with the Chri- 
tians is the Word every where, or elſe each im- 
pertinent Mechanick will preſage Ruin to the Orts 
man Empire. 5 

May God inſpire thee and the other Miniſters 
of the Divan, in this Calenture of the State, to ap- 
ply ſuch Remedies as may prevent the Inconvent 
encies of a domeſtick War, which is always more f 
tal to a Government than a foreign Invaſion. 


Paris, 17th of the 8th Moon, 
of the Year 1657. 
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LETTER XX. 


77 Nathan Ben Saddi, a Jew at Vienna. 
O W thou giveſt me ſome ſolid Hopes of x 
| Convert. Thy Letter has rais'd my Expecta- 
jon, ſince 'tis not penn'd in a Stile full of Scruples 
ad inſignificant Doubts, which would be endleſs: 
or yet does it favour of Hypocriſy and Diſſimula- 
ion, as if thou intendeſt only to mock me and my 
ath, and ſtill continue thy ſelf an Infidel. But it 
bounds with very fair Conceſſions, Articles of Rea- 
on and Honour on thy ſide ; only expecting from 
ne a true and authentick Account of our holy 
Frophet's Life, and of the Miracles which can be 
roduc'd in Confirmation of his Prophetick Office. 
hou wouldſt fain ſee if any Thing happen'd of 
is Kind to the Meſſenger of God, parallel to the 
upendous Wonders which recommended Mo/es 
our Lawgiver to the World, as the undoubted 
oracle of Heaven. 
I proteſt there is no Fault to be found in this 
Jemand : For it is but Reaſon, that he who aſ- 
mes the Character of a Prophet, ſhould be diſtin- 
wih'd from Impoſters by ſome evident Signs and 
Vonders; yet tis needleſs to make an exact Pa- 
allel, becauſe the Occaſions of Moſes's Miracles 
ere different from thoſe of Mahommed, the Seal 
the Prophets. Your Lawgiver had a Commiſſion 
+ Md Power given him to work Miracles when he 
leaſed : Whereas ours declar'd, that he was not 
nt to work Miracles, but to preach the Unity of 
e divine Eflence, the Reſurrection of the Dead, 
e Joys of Paradiſe, and the Torments of the 


hamn'd. 
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Vet leſt the unbelieving World ſhould doubt 
the Truth of his Miſſion, from his very Birth hi 
Life was graced with many ſupernatural Favour, 
His Mother bore him without the leaſt Pain of Bo. 
dy or Mind: And as ſoon as he breath'd the vin 
Air, he ſpoke with an audible Voice, ſaluting hi 
Mother, and adding, Ipreſeſs, That there is only Ou 
God, and that I am his Apo/ile. He was alſo Circun- 


cis'd by Nature, coming into the World without hi 


Prepuce. At the ſame Hour, the Devils were for- 
bid to aſcend above the Orb of the Moon; and Four 
Voices were heard from the Four Corners of the Squar 
Temple: The firft ſaying, Proclaim, The Truth is ri 
Jen, and all Lies fhall return into Hell. The Sen 
uttering, Noz is born an Apoſtle of your own Natin, 
and the Omnipotent is with him. The Words of the 
Third were, A Book full of illuſtrious Light is ſent i 
you from God. And the Fourth Voice was heard to 
ſay, O Mahomet, we have /ent thee to be a Prophtl, 
Apoſtle, and Guide to the World ! 

When he was about four Years old, accomps 
nying the Sons of his Nurſe into the Field, the 
bleſſed Child retir'd into a Cave at the Foot of the 
Mountain Uriel to pray: When the Archangel 64 
briel appeared to him, and ſaid Bi/millai rrahman 
rrahimi, &c. In the Name of God, Compaſſionatt 
and Merciful, O Child greatly beloved, I am ſent it 
diſplant from thy Heart, the Root of Evil; for 19 
Ejaculations made the Gates of Paradiſe fly «pen. Tit 
young re/ign'd One ſaid, The Will of thy Lord an 
mine be done. Then the Angel open'd his Breit 
with a Razor of Adamant, and taking out his Heart 
ſqueez'd from it the black Contagion, which was de 
rived from Adam: And having put the Child 
Hezrt in his Place again, he bleſs'd him, and ee 
tir d to the Iii bles. 

From that Time the young Favourite of Heavtl 
grew up and proiper'd in all Things, having 9 
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smiles of God and Man. He was under the Tu'i- 
ton of his Uncle Au Ta/eb, who diſcerning the 
ark of an immenſe Soul in his young Nephew, 
was more ſollicitous for his Welfare than if he had 
been his Son. His Fortune being low in the World, 
he had no other Way to provide for his ;//z#/?rious 
Charge, than by placing him as a Factor to Chadi- 
ab, a Widow of the ſame Tribe with Mahomet, 
which was the Nob/e/? among the Arabians. Behdes 
ſhe was very beautiful and rich: And there wanted 
rot Hopes, that in Time ſhe might become Maho- 
%s Wife. | 
That which chiefly encourag'd them to this, was 
aVigon of Chadijah, every where talk'd cf in thoſe 
Parts. For ſhe had divulg'd it her ſelf, long be- 
tore Mahomet became her Servant, or his Uncle had 
any Thoughts of thus diſpoſing of him.“ The San 
ſeem'd to leave his Heaven and come down to 
her Houſe, from whence he diſpers'd his Beams 
* through Arabia, Egypt, Perſia, and in fine, 
through the whole Earth.” This Vi en had made 
a deep Impreſſion on the Mind of Chadizah, and ſhe 
0 cou'd not reſt, till ſhe had told it to a certain Fa- 
mous Sage in thoſe Parts, who had great Skill in 
Attrolozy and other myfteriaus Sciences, and was cele— 
rated for the Integrity of his Manner:. As ſoon 
4s he heard the Contents of her Ven, he ſaid, 
* In the Name of God, O Widow, enter into thy 
of 24th, and prepare thy ſelf with the neceſſary 
* Purifications : For thou ſhalt ſhortly be married 
do the greateſt Prophet in the World”. And when 
e ask'd the Arologer, What was the Country, Tribe, 
end Name of her next Husband ; He told her, He was 
Arabian of Mecca, of the Tribe of the Corei's, and 
that his Name was Mahomet. 
As yet the Prophetick Widow knew nothing of 
he Ner hew of A, Taleb. But thou may'ſt ima— 
ane mne iclt ſtrange Paſſions, when his Uncle after- 
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Cauſe of this Prodigy, two Angels convey'd If. 
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wards recommended him to her Service; and ſhe It 
knew, that he was the Man in whom the A/rologers ge! 
Character was verify'd, as to his Country, Tribe, and 
Name. For Mahomet was the Son of Ab4dalla, who * 
deſcended from the Bani Aſchim, who were the 32 
bleſt Family in the Tribe of the Corei's. Who can 
expreſs her Sentiments, when ſhe ſaw the beautiful Wn... 
Youth making his firſt Addreſſes to her as an hum- 
ble Slave, whom ſhe believ'd Heaven had ordain'd 
for the Partner of her Bed! With what a Grace 
and becoming Modeſty did he receive the laſt In- 
ſtructions and Farewell of his parting Uncle! Hon. 
ever, ſhe conceal'd her Tranſports, and ſent her 
beloved Sade with a Caravan into Syria, allowing 
him a noble Penſion. 

In that Journey there happen'd ſomething very 
remarkable in Honour of the admirable young 
Man. For at a certain Place on the Road, as he 
waited on the Captain of the Caravern to a Synaggit 
of the Ferws, no ſooner had Mahomet ſet his Foot 
o'er the Threſhold of the Synagogue, but all the 
Lamps therein were looſen'd from their Chains, and 
fell down on the Floor. All thoſe of thy Nation 
that were preſent, being aſtoniſhed at the porten erſect 
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ous Accident, fell at the Feet of the Rabbies, delir-Mh;t as 


ing their Advice in this amazing Circumſtance. 17; 
They having perform'd the accuſtom'd Cerenoriuſhd the 
and Expiations, anſwer'd, It is revealed in the Tri 
ditions of the Seniors, That at what Time ſoever u 
Arabian called Mahomet, ſhall be preſent at vt 
Solemnities, God ſhall remove the Candleſticks out 
their Place. It is therefore moft certain, that ſub 
one is now among us; let him not eſcape our Hani 
left Reproach and Contempt come on Iſrael. But be 
hold, whilſt they were buſy in ſearching for tis 


himet o Mecca, where he ſoon after mariid 
Cadiſab. | a 
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It were eaſy to recount many more Miracles in 
the Life of the Prophet; ſuch as that of the Cloud 
overſhadowing him, the Eagle perching on his 
Head when he was aſleep, the Trees and Stones 
proclaiming him the Apoſtle of God. And if we 
were to make Parallels, I think the ſtupendous 
Deſcent which the Moon made at the Prayer of the 
vine Meſſenger, comes not far ſhort of the ce- 
edbrated Diſorder on Mount Sinai, when your Law 
* deliver'd by Moſes. 

If thou requireſt undoubted Teſtimonies for truth 

of this Miracle on our Side, offer ſomething that is 
unqueſtionable on thy own. We both equally con- 
de in the different Records of our Nations, which 
ere penn'd by Men as liable to Temptations and 
Errors of all Sorts, as thou and I and all that believe 
hat they write. Therefore unleſs thou can't ſtart 
ome more infallible Authority, to prove the eternal 
nd univerſal Obligation of your Law, than I can to 
he contrary, thou lieſt under a manifeſt Diſadvan- 
ge; ſince I profeſs with our holy Prophet and all 
he Mu/ſulmans, that the A/coran contains nothing 
epugnant to the Law of Moſes, but is only a more 
triet and compleat Idea of the divine Will: And 
hat as Moſes was the Lawgiver of the Sons of Jaac, 

Mahomet was the Apoſtle of the Sons of 1/mae/, 
nd the Seal of all the Prophets. | 

Uſe thy own Reaſon, and rather be of no Religi- 
, than in the Number of thoſe to whom it ſhall be 
id at the laſt Day, Drink, ye Worſhippers of Orzair, 
d be damn'd for ever, 


as, 10th of the 9th Moon, 
. of the Near 1657. 
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B 
FFB AXE hav: 
To Dicheu Huſſein, Baſſa. * 


HERE has been a mighty Quarrel of late be. Nei, 
tween the French and Spaniſh Embaſſadors at then 

the Hague, about Precedency. The Occaſion was this, WM vanc 
one Evening the French Embaſſador was riding in: Kai; 
Coach, in a Place where the Spaniſh N met WM the x 
Him in another Coach, and both ſtriving for the up- acqu 
per Hand, they met with their Horſes Heads on: WM great 
againſt another, and ſo ſtood ſtill. There was pre · ¶ yield 
Jently a Tumult of People gather'd about them: of th: 
And the French being moſt reſpected, many Gentle-M have 
men came in to his Side with Swords and Piſtols; ¶ repea 
and all Things ſeem'd to portend a Combat. But the ©; 


Magiſtrates having notice of this Diſturbance, (ent them: 


ſome of the Guards to keep the Peace and to defend {ent t 
the Embaſſadors from any Attempts of the Rabble. hic! 
In the mean while, ſeveral Great Lords walk'd to aud Other 
fro between the Embaſſadors, propoſing Ex pedieni up all 


of Accommodation: But it being at the very Ju In 
Eture when the French Embaſſador had received te al the 
News of the Surrender of Montmeli, he would no the 7 
In the leaſt yield to any Terms. So that at laſt tea mag 
Spaniard was forced to drive out of the Way, thin they f 
ing it a Matter of ſufficient Triumph, that he h Ag 
ſtop'd the French Embaſſador ſo long. erm. 
There is a Poſt come in from Denmark, whiaWtair St. 
Paas News of the total Deſtruction of 1rzchow i The 
ire. This was a Town belonging to the Dau diſturb 
and was fir'd by the King of Sweden's Order. ITM proach 
Danes are very unfortunate of late Years ; thefWput ſo: 
make no Figure in Europe. There is a Period eannot 
to the Crandeur of every Kingdom and State, . The 
the D/ were once very victorious and formidWnto th 
ble; bt now their Monarchy declines apace, cond J 


make M y for the riſing Luſtre of the Szedes. , 
2 


- 
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By Sea the Dunkerkers make a great Noiſe: They 
have lately taken from the French twenty Merchant 
Veſſels, and from the Exgliſbo near half that Num- 
ber. But if they have not better Fortune than their 
Neighbours, the French will take their City from 
them e're long. Every Campaign makes a fair Ad- 
vance toward it. I ſent an Account already to the 
Kaimacham of the Surrender of Montmeli, one of 
the moſt important Places in Chriftendom. Now I 
acquaint thee, that S. Venant, which has not ſo 
great a Character, yet conſiderable enough, has 
yielded upon Articles. This was done on the 28th 
of the laſt Moon. At-this Rate the French Priefts will 
„have little elſe to do, but to ſing Te Deum for their 
;W repeated Succeſſes and Victories. 

From Portugal we hear, that that Court, to ſecure 
ny themſelves the better againſt the Spariards, have 
ul {ent to implore the Aſſiſtance of Morocco and Fez; 
e which is much cenſur'd among the Nazarenes. 
ai Others ſay, they are only Meſſengers, gone to buy 
au up all the Horſes they can get in that Country. 
In the mean while the King of France is taking 
ney all the politick Meaſures he can, for the Empire of 
no the Vet. His Embaſſadors in Germany appear with 
they a magnificent Train gf three hundred Men, and 
ni they ſtyle their Maſter, His mo? Chriſtian Majeſty, 
nn Kg of France and Navarre, Sovereign Prince in 

Germany and Italy; which laſt is look'd upon as a 
ucaitair Step to the Title of Emperor. 
The Counſels of the German Court are not a little 
m cilturb'd to hear that our invincible Forces are ap- 
proaching towards the Confines of Hungary. It will 
put ſome ſtop to the defign'd Election. Beſides, they 
cannot agree among themſelves about a Succeſtor. 
The Queen Chri/ina of Srveden is come back again 
into this Kingdom, being ſrighted out of 7taly a ſe- 
cond Time, by the Return of the Plague. 


There 
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There is a War commenc'd betwen the City of 
Munſter and the Biſhop of that Place; ſo that he has 
laid a formal Siege to it, and preſſes them very cloſe, 

All this is of no ſuch Importance, as the News 
that I receive from Conſtantinople, which aſſures me, 
that the Muſſulmans have retaken the Ifles of Teneds 
and Lemnos, tho' with ſome Loſs of Men. 

I wiih they could as eaſily drive the Yenetians out 
of the Archipelago, and then the Imperial City 
would have no longer Reaſon to complain for 
Want of Bread. 


Paris, 10th of the 9th Moon, 
of the Near 1657. 


LETTER XXII. 
To Dgnet Oglou. 


Know not what's the Matter, but moſt of my 
Friends are of late grown ſtrange to me. They 
write but ſeldom, and then their Letters are full of 
Reſerves, as if they ſuſpeted my Integrity : Or, 
becauſe that I am commanded to inform the Di- 
van of all criminal Practices, therefore they are 
afraid to communicate their Sentiments with the 
ſame Freedom as formerly; tho' on Themes no ways 
belonging to the State, but purely ſpeculative, and 
the common Diſcourſe of all ſenſible Men. Are 
you become more moroſe and rigid at Conftantinoplt 
than you were twenty Years ago? In thoſe Days, 
I remember it was common in the publick Cofet- 
Hans for Mufſulmans, Greeks, Curds and Franks, or 
Men of any other Religion, to meet together and 
vent their Thoughts with Liberty: No Man being 
willing to be ſtigmatiz'd with the Character of 4 
Clown, ſor taking Offence at another's Faith, tho 
different from his own, | 
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It was then eſteem'd a Point of Gallantry, to fa- 
vour the Chriſtians of all Sects, and let 'em talk and 
a as they pleaſed, provided they blaſphemed not 
God, or his Prophets. And they themſelves would 
have condemned any of their own Party, who ſhould 
have been guilty of ſuch an Immorality and Af- 
front to the eſtabliſh'd Religion of the Muſſulmans, 
and the general Senſe of Mankind. 

But why then is the ſame Liberty retrench'd now, 
and that among Maſſulmans who are intimate Friends? 
Is it not now as Jawful for us to converſe with one 
another by Letter, or any other Way, as it was then 
to enter into Dialogues with Infidels? I would not 
encourage or imitate the bold and prophane Ef- 
forts of their Wit, who deny the Being of a God, 
or utter Blaſphemies againſt his Meſſenger : The 
whole Univerſe is an irrefragable Teſtimony of an 

ternal and dee pr Nature: And the Alcoran 
5 an evident Proof of the Sanctity and indiſpenſable 
ommi//ion of our holy Law-giver. But I hope 'tis no 
rime, to enter into Speculations of Things lyable 
0 Controverſy. At leaſt I will venture to diſcloſe 
o thee my Thoughts, who art the moſt agrecable 
tf all my Friends. I tell thee, my Dear Dgnet, it ap- 
ears to me ridiculous, and like the Quarrels of 

hildren, for Muſulmans to wrangle about mere 
[rifles in Religion, and that the reſign'd to God 
hould be zealous for the Whimſies of Men. One 
arty believes the Alcoran is Eternal, another ſays 
us Created, In my Opinion they are both abſurd 
Mertions. The firſt, becauſe then it will follow 
hat there are more Eternals than One, which is 
or i fair Step to Polytheiſm and Idolatry: The ſecond 
ind only an Impropriety of Speech; for we do not 
ing OY ſay of any Writing, that it 1s Created but 
i enned. 
te | can eafily believe the manifold Deſcents of Ga- 
iel ffom Heaven, when he brought down the 
It Hundred 
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Hundred and four Sheets of Sciente and Faith. But 
whether Adan had only ten of theſe Sheets, or one 
and twenty as ſome ſay; or whether his Son Seth 
had but twenty nine of them, or fifty according to 
others, is not material according to my Faith. It 
is poſſible Edris had no more nor leſs than thirty, 
and Abrahim our Father, juſt ten of theſe divine Ma 
nuſcripts, Of this we are ſure, that the Volume of 
the Law was ſent to Moſes, the P/alms to David, the 
Goſpel to Jeſus the Son of Mary, and the mighty 
Altoran to Mahomet the Seal of the Prophets. 

It is eaſy for me to believe the Celeſtial Pen 
with which all theſe Manuſcripts were written, to 
be of ſome admirable Subftance. But why it ſhould 
be made of Pearls, rather than of Diamonds, or any 
other Jewels, I ſee no Reaſon ; or that it ſhould be 
a Journey of Fifty Years, for the ſwifteſt Horſe in 
Arabia to run from one End of it to the other. Vet 
if I have not Faith enough for theſe Things, I will 
not be angry with thoſe that have. Let every Man 
enjoy his Fancy. | 

But I cannot be ſo indifferent, when I hear Men 
tell me, that God has a Body like ours, with Eyes, 
Ears, Noſe, Hands, Tongue, and all other Mem— 
bers and Organs of Life, Senſe, Speech and Motion; 
that he is ſubject to Paſſions of Love, Hatred, Anger, 
Grief, and all the Aﬀections that are common to 
Mortals. Yet thou knoweſt there is a Sect of Maſt: 
mans, Who believe all this, and preach it to others 
with great Aſſurance. What is this, but to ſet up 


an Idol in the Place of God? For the Original of 


all 7do/atry was the vain Preſumption of Men, who 
repreſented the incomprehenſible Divinity, under 
ſome uncommon viſible Figure of Men or Feaſts. 

If we muſt aſſign a Body to God. it would ſeem 
more rational to adhere to thcir Opinion among 
the Sephatir, who ſay his Body is Infinite, Uncr 


cumicrived, and beyond all Form. Neither is it of 
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any Import, that the Veſtern Philoſophers aſſert, It is 
of the Eſſence of all Bodies to be Circumſcrib'd and 
Finite. Since though this may be readily granted 
true of particular Bodies, yet muſt it ever be Jeny'd 
of the immenſe and univerſal Body out of which the 
World is form'd: unleſs they will allow it unlimited 
and interminate unbody'd Space, which is more un- 
intelligible and abſurd. Doubtleſs, if the Eternal 
Mind has a Body, 'tis expanded wide as the endleſs 
Ether, and equally preſent in all Places: Neither 
can this Body be any more circumſcrib'd, confined, 
or ſhut up in any Place, than the Light of the Sun 
can be reſtrain'd within a Room, or ſeparated from 
its Source by drawing of a Curtain. For all the 
World is pervious to this infinite Body, which is al- 
together indiviſible into Parts, even as that which 
we call a Spirit. In a Word, we muſt conceive it 
to be ſimple and uncompounded, the fineſt and 
fireſt Matter of the Univerſe. 

But.if thou wilt have my Opinion, all this is in- 
fnitely too low and narrow an Idea of that eter- 
nal and moſt exalted Eſſence, that intellectual Beauty, 
which no mortal Eye has ſeen, no Tongue nor Pen 
can deſcribe 3 the ſmalleſt Glimpſe of whoſe ineffa- 
ble Majeſty, falling on the Thoughts of holy Men and 
Prophets, ſnatches away their Souls in ſacred Paſſi- 
ons and divine Ecſtaſies, whilſt their Bodies are in 
the Cuſtody of the Angel of Death. At ſuch Times 
they are carry'd up through the Seven Heavens, be- 
bolding all the Wonders, and the Purple Sea which 
divides the fr/ft Heaven from the Second. They paſs 
by the Orbs, where Fire, Hail, Snow and Thun- 
der are prepar'd; and kept in Reſervatories againſt 
the Day of Calamity ; being guarded by Spirits 
of Vengeance, who are created to puniſh Infi- 
dels. Then they aſcend to the Fourth Heaven, 
where dwell innumerable Armies of Holy Ones. 
Next to the Fifth, where are the Angels of Inter: 

| | ceſſien 


caeſſton. Then to the Sixth, which is the Reſidence 


pure unbodied Minds can have Acceſs to the Skirts 
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of Arch-Angels, the Internuncios or Meſſengers of 
the Eternal Majeſty. And laſt of all they are intro- 
duced into the Preſence of the moſt ſublime Poten- 
tates and Principalities, who wait before the Receſs 
of the Creator in the Heavens above all Heavens, 
whoſe Height tranſcends the Power of created In- 
tellects to Meaſure. : 

O D#net, when I have ſaid allI can, 'tis nothing 
to the Purpoſe! For no Words nor Thoughts can 
reach that Infinite above all Infinity. Nothing but 


and Borders of that endleſs Region of Light. 
Therefore let us not ſtretch our vain Imagina- 
tions, nor greedily pry into thoſe Secrets, which 
for ever fly from human Thought : But keeping 
our ſelves within the Bounds of Reaſon and Sobrie- 
ty, let us adore God and believe his Prophet, obey 
the Law of Cleanneſs and Purity, without injuring andre 
Man or Beaſt; and that's the Way, if there be any, Wo ti 
to aſcend to the Viſion and Enjoyment of that Hap» © This 
Pineſs, which at preſent is hid from us. heir E 


Paris, 5th of the 11th Moon, 
of the Near 1657. 


| —— — 


LETTER XXIII. 
To the Aga of the Janizaries. 


Received the Diſpatch coming from valorou! 
1 Hands, an Expreſs perfum'd with Narciſſuts, full 
of honourable Words, and exhibiting a Command 
worthy of an Ottoman General. May the Angel ol 
Fortitude conduct thee in all thy Expeditions againk 


Infidels, Rebels and Hereticks. 


Thy 
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Thy Conceptions of the preſent State of Exrope 
re very proper and lively: Yet in ſome Things *tis 
poſſible thou haſt been miſinform'd. The Affairs of 
la are inconſiderable, when compar'd with the 
more important Wars of the North. That Quarter 
is at preſent the Theatre of the moſt remarkable 
Actions; yet the Campaigns in Flanders this Year 
have made ſome Noiſe in the World. 

But all the Diſcourſe at preſent is, of the fa- 
mous Siege, and taking of Frederick-Ode by the 
wedes. This is a Fortreſs belonging to the King of 
Denmark, and eſteem'd one of the ſtrongeſt in Eu- 
rope. Yet it was taken by Storm; wherein the 
Danes loſt Ninety three principal Officers, and about 
hree Thouſand common Soldiers; Thirty three 
olours; Seventy ſeven great Guns of Iron and 
draſs ; Three hundred and eighty two Barrels of 
'owder; Forty thouſand Muſquet Bullets; Six 
undred Granado's; Three thouſand Pikes, and 
Iwo thouſand two hundred Suits of Armaur. 

This Victory makes the Soedes appear terrible to 
heir Enemies ; and they are look'd upon as the only 
louriſhing Nation in the North, as France is in the 
Veſt. Yet to ſhew that there's no unmix'd Happi- 
els here below, their Intereſt has been much leſ- 
nd by the Deſertion of the Brandenburghers, who 
ow ſeem to Favour the Cauſe of King Caſimir. 
That Monarch had an Interview lately with the 
eftor of Brandenburg, at a Place call'd Broomberghs 
here they embrac'd one another, banqueted toge- 
er, and buried all the Memoirs of Enmity in ge- 
erous Compotations: For this is the Way of the 
orthern Princes of Europe, who live in fo cold a 
mate, that nothing leſs than a Debauch of Wine 
in thaw their frozen Souls, and melt 'em into an 
liging Humour. | | 
As for the State of England, I perceive thou 
o w'ſt the Character of Oliver, the new n 
0 
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of that Commonwealth. Yet TI can inform thee, 
that he begins to change his Temper. There ate 
Perſons in his Court, who give conſtant Intelligence 
to the King of France of all his Secrets. And as the 
exil'd King of Scots cou'd not ſnuff a Candle in 2 
Paſj;on, but that U/urper had Knowledge of it; 6 
neither can Oliver have a Dream, but ſome ſpight- 
ful Mercury carries the News into Foreign Countrits, 
His Sleep is interrupted with fearfu! Y:/ons of Plits 
and Trea/9ns againſt his Life; which makes hin 
change his Bed five or fix times a Night. They fa 
he is metamorphos'd from a Hero to a perfect Coy: 
ard. And this is not the Report of the Multitude, 
who take Things upon Truſt; but 'tis the Sport df 
the French Grandees, who wilh well to the Son of the 
late murther'd Exgliſb King. 

I muſt be irregular in my Method of Writing, 
that I may oblige thee with military Remarks. A 
more particular Account of the Storm of Fredericks 
Cue is juſt come to my Hands, wherein we are a 
ſur'd, that it was taken at the firſt Aſſault, which 
much redounds to the Honour of General Wrang; 
and that the Crown-Marſhal of Dexmark, with many 
Senators and Grandees, fell by the Edge of the 
Sword; and that Two thouſand Captives were dt 
ven yok'd in Couples like Beaſts, as an Augments 
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tion of the Conqueror's Triumph. 2 ch. 

Thou wilt not be diſpleas'd at the little Coherence 5 t 
and Order of theſe Memoirs, conſidering that | ra\ 
ſuits well enough with the Subject; for I write 4# 1 CC 
Campagne, as the French ſay, and ſo am oblig'd 0” e as 
entertain thee with broken Detachments of Neg. pre 
from ſeveral Parts, as Occaſion offers. 7 


The Spaniards are ſtark mad, for the Loſs d 
Mardike, which was taken by the Engliſh and Freu 
in the gth Moon, and all the Garriſon ſent Priſone 
to Calais. They fwear they will have this impd 
tant Place again, whatever it coſt em. The P71 
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of Conde lies dangerouſly ſick of a Fever at Gant : 
Whilſt Don John of Auſtria, labours under a Mala- 
dy of another Nature, being much diſtreſs'd for 
Want of Money to pay his Soldiers. This is look'd 
upon as a very bad Symptom in a Genera of an 
Army. | 

The great City Cracow in Poland, is ſurrender'd 
by the Swedes to King Caſimir. That Monarch be- 
gins to find a Turn of his Affairs; and 'tis thought 
he will draw half the Princes of Exrope into a 
League againſt the King of Sweden. 

It will be of no great Importance for thee to 
ow, that the Siege of Mun/er is rais'd, and a 
Peace concluded between that City and their Biſhop : 
Yet *tis convenient, that this ſhould be related to 
the Miniſters of the Divan, who are the Judges of 
uman Events. Beſides, in one of my Letters, I 
mention'd this Quarrel and Siege. 

Illuftrious Aga, I have obey'd thy Commands, in 
ſending thee an Abſtract of all the moſt remarka- 


tour Mons. I wiſh 'twere as agreeable to any of 


rl my Friends to ſend me the News of our Armics 
Its nd Navy. 
1M. But 1 am more oblig'd to Strangers and Inſidels, 


or the Intelligence I have of the Ottoman Affairs, 
han to any of the True Believers. | 
Brave Commander, may God preſerve thee from 
he common Vices of a Soldier's Life, and make 
ace as renowned as Ca//im Hali, who was preſent in 
25 pitch'd Battles, receiv'd 48 Wounds, and yet 
wed to the 63d Year of his Age. 
Paris, 27th ef the 12th Moon, 

of the Year 1657. 


The End of the Third Bool. 


dle Tranſactions in Europe, during the laſt three or. 
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To Cara Hali, Phyſician t the Grand Cente 
Seignior. 


OST of my Letters to the Grande 
of the Porte, carry News of Wan 
Sieges, and Battles among the Chr 
ſttans. Now I'll tell thee, who 4 
my Friend, I'm at War with my ſelf ; One poter 
Paſſion takes the Field againſt another; Oppolit 
Armies of Affections are embattled in my Breal 
MyHeart is block d up: Here lies Intereſt entrefich's 
There, Honour diſplays its Standard. One 1 

atur 
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Nature and Self- Preſervation makes a Sally; the next, 
they are beat back by Generoſity and Love. The 
worſt of it is, that theſe contrary Factions in the 
Soul, are ſo blended together by a ſecret Correſ- 
pondence, that it is almoſt impoſſible to diſcern 
W which is which. 8 
Would'ſt thou know what the meaning of this 
ru tell thee in Brief; I'm in a Controverſy with 
my ſelf, whether I'd beſt die or live, 

Wonder not at the Expreſſion, as if 'twere in 
any Man's Power to make this Choice; ſince ac- 
cording to the Muſſulmans Faith, we cannot haſten 
or retard the Moments decreed by Fate. Aſſuredly 
Predeſtination does not in the leaſt interfere with 
What is call'd Man's Free-will. Every the moſt vo- 
luntary Action of our Lives complies as exactly with 

he Appointment of eternal Deſtiny, as the acci- 

Wccntal Fall of a Tile of a Houle, or the more re- 
gular and conſtant Deſcent of Rain, Snow, and 
Hail, from the Clouds. And for ought I know, we 
may as properly call it the Free Will of a River to run 
toward the Sea, as for a Man to purſue the various 
Currents of his own Reaſon or Appetite. For 
lo a Fountain frequently divides itſelf into many 
Streams, before it falls into the Ocean, which is its 
Center. And Man himſelf, notwithſtanding the 
doaſted Freedom of his Will, is as much confin'd 
to act according to his Principles, Prepoſſeſſions, Pre- 
judices, Paſſions and Habits, as the different Rivulets 
ſuing from the ſame Spring are reſtrained each 
within the Banks of its proper Channel. 

But not to entertain thee with more Allegories; 
both thou and I, and all Men, find ourſelves violent- 
y carry'd away by certain Inclinations ſo forcible 
no Power of our Will is able to reſiſt: Some- 
mes our Love, Hate, Joy, Grief, and ſo the Reſt 
of hifman Paſſions, are as involuntary, as the Mo- 
lons of our Pulſe, And tho' in the moſt important 

2 Actions 
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of an Alarm. There is another more ſurprizing 
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Actions of our Lives, we generally form ſome re. 
gular Deſign, as their ſcope and Center; yet we 
do many Things without Reflection, as Mr/ctar; 
are ſaid ſometimes to play excellent Tunes, without 
ſo much as regarding or thinking what they are x 
bout. By all which it is evident, that our V laMfrv' 
little to do in the Conduct of our Lives. We, lite Eta. 
all other Creatures, act according to certain n wie 
Inpulſes of Nature. The very ſame Faculty whichwe the / 
call Inſtinct in the Beaſt is no other than what ve che h 
term Reaſon, Miſdom, Knowledge, Diſcretion, ad Soul 
Fereea/? in our/eſres. And I think it is no So/:\nMybe/e 
to ſay, That that was a prudent Dog, who perceivingMnd in 
his Mater making ready a Rope to hang him, filyMLight 
ſlipt away, and never came near him more. Death 

Suffer me to make yet a farther Digreſſion, ] fe 
aſcribe it to Fete. For I'm on a ſudden ftrangeiyito Go 
interrupted in my Thoughts, by a moſt furiouMion I 
'Fempeit ; a Medly of Hail, Rain, Lightning ano his 


Vo 


dare 
the ( 
Or, 

the 
Nay, 


Thunder: And this laſt, tho' not over-noily andWrould 
loud, yet it was the molt fingularly terrifying, tut leng 
ever I heard in my Life. There is a Sort of e roſe : 


«cr which they call the Drum, becauſe it approache 
near the Sound of that warlike Inſtrument, making 
a lively, fierce rumbling in the Air, like the B. 


Mug 
onſide 
le Sto, 
if wit 


like the Roaring of Canncns : But this had a Touch I mig 


in it of the moſt harſh, affrightning and irregula Ze; 
Noiſes that ever ſhook the Welkin. Perha 

I was poſſeſs'd with a deep Melancholy, as ſooiſeem j 
as I heard the horrid Clatter begin, and ſaw the Mat he 
darken apace, with a more than ordinary Gloomerating 
neſs: Then I felt ſome re/igious Paſſions ſtrugginWs a D 
With my Reaſon. I was full of Fears, leſt Go wor tho 
angry with me, for my counterfeited Life amonWoulg, + 
the Chri?:ans: and imagined no leſs, than tother, 


this Teupe was raiſed on purpoſe to deſtroy ne on th 


i 


and make me an Example to all Muſulmans, 1 ne M 
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dre deny the holy Prophet, to ſerve the Intereſt of 


the Grand Seignior, as much a Mortal as themſelves. 
Or, at leaſt, 1 I ſhould taſte my Share of 
the Wrath of Heaven at this cholerick Juncture. 
Nr, and all the Phi/o/ophy I could muſter together 
erv'd but to raiſe my diſmal Expectations of the 
fta Blaſt. For I could not avoid thinking, that 
wicked Man is a Magnet which naturally attracts 
the Vengeance of Heaven : And that I being ſuch in 
eme higheſt Degree, could not fail of having my 
soul ſcorch'd up at once to nothing, or metamor- 
hoſed to a Fury (which is worle) by ſome ſurprizing 
nd inevitable Flaſh. For to paſs from this Life by 
izhtning, Poiſon, or an Earthquake, are the only 
Deaths I fear. 
I fell on my Knees and Face, addreſſing my ſelf 
o God with the moſt humble and fervent Devo- 
lon I was capable of. I made my Application alſo 
o his Prophets. I ſaid and did all that I thought 
yould procure a Reſpite of the Puniſhment J fear'd. 
length, being tir'd and ſick of too much Prayer, 
roſe and fat down chearfully, remembring I was 
Muſulman, and reſign'd to the Will of Deſtiny. 
onſidering alſo that I was an Arabian, cf a no- 
le Stock, I reſolv'd, if I muſt die, to prepare my 
if with a Moderation worthy of my Blood, that 
8 . might go to the [rvi/ib/es like the Grand. ſon of 
n Emir. 
Perhaps thou wilt impute this to Vanity: But T 
teem it a Point of Juſtice, for a Man to take care 
at he may live and die like himſelf, without dege- 
rating from the Virtue of his Anceſtors, or bring- 
$ Diſgrace on the Tribe to which he belongs: 
or tho! God has created all Men of the ſame 
ould, yet he has diſtinguiſh'd one Family from 
cher, by more than /pecifick Characters imprint- 
on them in their Nativity. And has ennobled 
We Mortals with FI Qualities and innate 
| Per- 
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Perfections which others are wholly Strangers to, 
So there are others remarkable for hereditary Vice, 

Whether theſe Things depend on the Blood, or 
on the different Circumſtances of Souls before they 
came into theſe Bodies, is a Queſtion not ſoon re. 
folv'd : But this I'm ſure of, that I find in ny 8 
ſelf both ſome Virtues and Vices, which I could t 
never yet diſcover ſo oddly blended together in any mpl 
other Mortal. I'm always campaigning on the patch 
Frontiers. of Good and Evil; yet my Paſſions as Cr 
not mercenary : No Price can tempt me to Tres Neſs, 
fon or Perfidy. I am Maſter of a certain Faſtne's Mover 
of Spirit, which no human Charm is able to dil. Hue, 


mantle. My Integrity cannot be warp'd by Gold: nal 8 
And 'tis for this Reaſon I a little value my ſelf: ordir 
Which makes me ſometimes inclin'd rather brave. Moon 
ly to fally forth into the unknown World, than ce, 
tarry in this, where I meet with nothing but Con. Order, 
tempt and Diſeſteem from the Slaves of him, for im fe 
whoſe Sake I bear the Fatigue of Life. Surely, thin Wh, 


I, wherever it be my Lot to go, after my Eſcape leſſer 
rom this mortal Stage, the Spirits of that Regio tion 
will be kind to me for the Sake of my incorrupt- eme. 
ble Truſtineſs; for they have Intrigues as welle D 
as we, and conſequently, will be glad of faithſugativ 
Agents. veath 

In a Word, ſince all my Zeal and Loyalty Me: 
thought not to merit any Reward in this Lie . I! 
I would fain try, whether at leaſt I may not deſerve my 
to be a Ghoſt of Honour, if there be any ſuch Di-rown 
tinctions in that World of Spirits. 1. E 


Ir that 
Paris, 27th of the 12th Moon, cul: 
of the Year 1657. 
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LITT 
To Muſtapha, Baſſa. 


Shall acquaint thee with a late Tranſaction in 

this Kingdom, which I believe has but few Ex- 
amples. The Kaimacham has already receiv'd a Diſ- 
patch from me, wherein I ſignify'd the Return of 
Chriſtina Queen of Sweden into France: This Prin- 
eſs, ſince her Arrival at Fontainbleau, having diſ- 
over'd ſome ſecret Treachery in one of her Reti- 
ue, who was an Tlalian Marquis, pronounc'd a for- 
nal Sentence of Death on him: Which was ac- 
ordingly executed on the 1oth Day of the 11th 
ſoon, by her own Officers, in a Gallery of her Pa- 
ace, after he had been warn'd of it by her exprels 
Order, and had a Confeſſor ſent to him to prepare 
Im for another World. 
When this was done, ſhe immediately ſent a 
leſſenger to acquaint the French King with this 
Action, and the Reaſons which induced her to it. 
dome of the Courtiers at firſt perſuaded him, that 
e Queen's Proceedings entrench'd on his Royal Pre- 
ogative, he being the ſole Arbiter of Life and 
heath within his own Dominions : Whereupon. 


b 
7 


i nſgeur de Chaunut was ſent to expoſtulate with, 
fe; er. I have formerly mentioned this Perſon in ſome 


my Letters, when he was Ambaſſador from this 


z. He is a Gentleman of great Abilities: And 
Ir that Reaſon has been employ'd in the. moſt 
ncult Negotiations with the States of Holland. 

ad other Countries. | | 
Yet People cenſure variouſly ; and the Caſe has 
en refer'd to the Doctors of the Civil Law, wha 
onounc'd this Sentence in her Favour, That being 
Independent Sovereign, and having the King of 
L 2 Frances 5 


town to Queen Chriſtina, then reigning in Swe- 
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France's Permiſſion to reſide in this Realm, the Right; 
of Sovereignty could not be deny'd her over her oy 
Subjects: Such are to be efteem'd all that are in her 
Service and take her Pay, except her Subjects of the 
State where ſpe reſides. : 

The ſwift Execution of this Queen's Sentence 
on her Servant, in Part reſembles the Rigour of 
our Eaftern Juſtice, which admits of no Delays in 
puniſhing of criminal Perſons, and removing Trai- 
tors out of the Way; neither is it to be divertet 
by any Fears of After-claps. And tho' theſe Wel 
tern Monarchs generally put no Man to Death 
without a ſormal Procels at Law ; yet ſometime 
they have leap'd over this Rule, and only given the 
Word of Command to ſome of their Officers, and 
the Buſineſs was done: As in the Caſe of the Mar 
pal de Anchre, and the Duke of Guiſe; the one falling 
by a Piſtol Bullet, the other by the ſtab of a Dag 
ger; and both in the King's own Palace, ſurround: 
ed with their Servants and Friends. And there wa 
no other Way for the Crown of France to ſecure | 
Jelf from the Attempts of theſe dangerous Men 
who were grown to ſuch a height, as to monarc 
It almoſt as much as their Maſters. 

Mighty Baſa, the Charms of Sovereignty are vt: 
ry ſtrong, creating Envy and Ambition in Subject 
and Jealoufy in Princes. It is not ſafe for an en 
nent Grandee to appear too popular. For he th 
is inveſted with a Diadem, can never brook a Rina 
or one whom he has Reaſon to ſuſpect for ſuch, 


Paris, 15th of the 1/ Moon, 
of the Tear 1658. 
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LETTER III. 
To Muſtapha, Berber Aga. 


11 E Spaniards are all diſſolv'd in Joy for the 

Birth of a young Prince and Heir of that 
declining Monarchv. Tis ſaid that the King his Fa- 
ther appointed a ſolemn Feſtival throughout all his 
Dominions, commanding his Subjects to celebrate 
it with the moſt exalted Demonſtrations of Joy: 
And on that Day, he himſelf wore the Ranſom of 
ngs in his Apparel; the very Diamonds and Pearls 
"WH in his Hat being valued at three Millions of Gold: 
By which thou may'| gueſs at the reſt. 

He has alſo communicated this joyful News ta 
all Chriſtian Princes and States, his Friends and Al- 
es. And indeed he has ſome Reaſon to make a 
: Noiſe of this good Fortune, being an old Man, and 
Ein all Men's Opinion not likely to have any more 
"FF Children. 

His Ambaſſadors in foreign Countries endeavour to 

i imitate their Prince in all Manner of magnificent 
Triumphs, and particularly frem Holland we have 
the following Account: That on a certain Day of this 
y Moon of Fanuary, Don Stephano de Gamara, the Spa- 

% Ambaſſador at the Hague, caus'd Te Deum to be 
hat lung with excellent Voices and Muſick, whilſt fifty 
"WW ieces of Ordnance play'd continually. At Night a 
hundred and fifty Pitch-Barrels were lighted on ſeve- 
ral Scaffolds in the Streets, and all the Windows in 
the Hague were illuminated with Wax-Tapers. And 
theſe Words were ſeen flaming in an artificial Fire- 
work for two Hours together. 


Paare, at Magne PhIL Ippe. 
Proſpere proCeDe, & regna. 


need not explain this Inſcription to thee who art 
vers'd in the Roman Language ; and wilt find that all 
L 3 the 
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the Salt of theſe Words lies in the capital Letten 


pointing at the Year wherein the young Prince wat ang 
born, viz. MDCLVII; except a litte Pun upon his En 
Name, which is Philip Proſper. On each Side appear bec 
ed the Arms of the Spaniſh King; and underneath, ! 
the Golden Fleece fo artificially contriv'd, that from to 1 
it ſprung Fountains of divers kinds of Wine, 21 ber 
which the Multitude drank liberally for ſome , 
Hours: Whilſt many new coin'd Pieces of Gd b 


and Silver were ſcatter'd among them out of the ; 
Ambaſſador's Windows. They were ſtamp'd with Teri 
an Olive- tree, having this Motto on one Side, 


Creſcente hac, Pax aurea creſcet, 


And on the other Side a Hand with this Inſcripticp 
in a Label, 


Dabit Populis Pacem. 


The French ridicule this Motto, and ſay, the lt 
King of Spain will, e're long, deſerve the Title of 
Peace-maker, when he ſhall be forc'd to ſue for it 
not being in a Condition to carry on a War. 

Illuſtrious Officer, I know thou art well verſed 
in the Roman Hiſtories, having been educated unde! 


wilt 1 


Achmet Lala, who was a learned Man. And meer, 
Nee thou art no Stranger to, the more moden Ine un 
elations of Europe, and the diverſe Characters of oth, 
the People that inhabit it. Yet give me leave to tel A h; 
thee, that Rome in all its victorious Bravery, nevet "a 
faw firmer Soldiers in a Battle, than the Spaniari as 
are at this Day; but the French have finer Wit, me Fr 
more Money, and better Fortune; and *tis thi ore he 
makes em inſult. Beſides, Deſtiny over-rules al E M 
Things. Every Kingdom and Empire has its C. 1 
macters, wherein it droops, declines, and at thi It tl 
grand critical Period falls to ruin. " me, 
The Greeks had Money enough when the greil * 


Sultan Mahomet beſieg'd Conftantinople ; But * 
12 a ad 
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had not Wit to uſe it for their own Preſervation ; 
and ſo that City, the laſt conſiderable Stake of the 
Empire, was loſt to the Oztomarns, who ſoon after 
became Maſters of all the reft. | 

Thou haſt Wealth in abundance, and Diſcretion 
to manage it: Slip no Opportunities, but remem- 


ber the old Arabian Proverb, which ſays, God ha; 


Lien whole Days to the Fortunate, but to the Unhap- 
be affords only fome Hours. 


Paris, 17th of the 1/ Moon, 
of the Year 1657, 


. 
— 


(| LELFTER-TIV. 


70 Peſteli Hali, his Brother, Maſter of 
the Grand Seignior's Cultoms at Con- 
ſtantinople. 


[ Remember my Promiſe, tho” it be late. Thou 
know'ſt I have many Hindrances, and therefore 
wilt not tax me with feigning an Excuſe. How- 
ever, thy Letter came to me in a good Hour, to pus 
me in Mind of theſe Things, and to enquire of our 
other's Health, who ſtill reſides in this City. 

I have ſaid nothing of her fince my firſt Letter 
after her Arrival at Paris. And to tell thee the 
Truth, ſhe has ſaid little herſelf, being ignorant of 
the French Tongue, and too old to learn it. There- 
ore her chief Converſation has been with E/iachine 
and me above theſe three Years: For that Few 
Ipeaks indifferent good Turkiſh and Arabick. 

it thou wouldſt know how ſhe has ſpent her 
ime, 'tis divided between her Devotions and 


an Nan; ſeldom or never ſtirring abroad, un- 
4 ; low 


it her Needle. She lives more Recluſe than a Chriſ- 
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leſs to take the Air of the Fields, and then ſhut upin whe 
A Coach with her Maid. In aWord, her Manner of Del 
Living is a fit Example for the French Women: For dy, 
in all Things ſhe obſerves the Laws of her Educai. ff 
on, and the modeſt Cuſtoms of the Eaſe. thee 

No Argument can perſuade her to change her MW dur 
Grecian Garb, or dreſs her ſelf after the looſe Mode Prof 
of Weſtern Females. Neither will ſhe eat or drink Gra 
any where, but in the Houſe of E/iachim, for fear df thee 
iniringing the Precepts of the A/coran, and diſobey: Tho! 
ing the Meſſenger of God: For ſhe eſteems the Dig dot 
of the Jeros pure, and free from Pollution. In he: ther. 


Pious and motherly Zeal, ſhe rebukes me for eating, At 
and drinking with Infide/s ; And I've nothing to lp * 29! 


in my Defence, but the Neceſſity I lie under of pre- 777 + 
venting Suſpicion, that fo I may ſerve the Su/tar ſome 
with greater Succeſs, and that I have the MA the I 
Diſpenſation for this and many more Irregularities, bemet 
When ſhe hears this, ſhe lifts up her Eyes to Hi urge 
ven, lays her Hand upon her Breaſt, and appears i Rema 
fign'd: Yet ſhakes her Head, and ſeems to pity ny of 4. 
Caſe ; not without ſome Reflections on the Corrup Gert 
tion of the Times, the Impiety of the Seraglio, ani. As 
Want of Zeal for the Holy Prophet. ng th 
She has her Health to a Miracle: And, excepting | By) 
the firſt two Moons after ſhe came to Paris, I net. 
heard her complain of the leaſt Indiſpoſition. Th 17400 
poſſible, the Change of Air, with the Inconven > 
ences of Travelling ſo far by Sea and Land, mig tor 
incommode her at firſt. She was for a while tro He 
bled with Rheums, Obfrudions, and a Dy/entery : e tt 
ſhe ſoon overcame theſe Diſtempers, and has cid ported 
ſince been perfectly well. im th 
We often diſcourſe together of thee, and ti Ned C 
Travels in the Z. Sometimes I read part of! nd w 
Fournal to her, which affords her infinite Deligi * 16 l 
She congratulates her ſelf, and thy good Fortus FO 


in eſcaping ſo many Perils and' Deaths, as > 
Mel 
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where threaten a Stranger: And takes a particular 
Delight to hear thy Adventures with the Indian La- 
dy, at the Court of Raja Hulacu. Thou may ſt be 
allur'd, our Mother bears a ſingular Affection to 
thee; for we never meet without wiſhing thee in 
our Company. She rejoices mightily to hear of th 
Proſperity and Advancement in the Favour of the 
Crand Seignior, and his principal Miniſters; wiſhin 
thee every Day a new Step of Honour and Intereſt. 
Thou may'ſt alſo reſt ſatisfied that Mahmut comes 
not ſhort of the Affection he owes to ſuch a Bro- 
ther. 

At other Times we talk of our Couſin Lau who 
now in the frozen Regions of the North. His itine.. 
rary Memoirs are alſo very pleaſant; and we paſs 
ome Hours in reading and comparing them with 
the Diſpatches which I frequently receive from Ne- 
temet an exil'd Eunuch in Egypt : For IJſeuf is more 
large in his Deſcription of that Country, and his 
emarks on his Antiquities, than on any other Part 
of Africa. Vet he ſays enough of all that Southern 
garter. 

. As to what J promis'd to inform thee concern- 
ng the Pyramids, Murmies, and other Singularities 
Egypt, know that our Kinſman J/ouf is a great 
Titick, and gives the Lye to Herodotus, Diodorus, 


0e, Pliny and other Writers of Greece and Rope. 


2 will he conſent in all Things to our Aralian 
iſtories. 
He ſays, the Pyramids are neither ſo high, nor 
ioes their Baſis take up ſo much Ground, as is re- 
orted by the Ancients. He laughs at thoſe who af 
m they caſt no Shadows at Noon, having experi- 
ned the contrary when the Sun was in Capricorn. 
in We may believe him in this, on good Ground : 
or it is recorded of a. Mileſius, who liv'd above 
Yo thouſand Years ago, that he took the Height 
theſe Pyramid; by their Shadows, 
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10 be laid up in the Sepulchre. 
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There are three of theſe admirable Structures not 


far from Caire, and about eighteen more in the De. t 
farts of Lybia. It is generally ſuppos'd, that they MW 
were built for Sepulchres of the Egyptian Kings, ſome je 
of them before the Hood, the reſt after. There are not vi 
wanting Hiſtorians who aſſert the greateſt of the Pj. W th 
ramids to be the Tomb of Seth, the Son of Adan. mi 

Thouf was within this mighty Fabrick, and attels, T 
that after he and his Company had deſcended and MW fre 
aſcended through certain Galleries, they came at h ed 


to a ſquare Chamber, wall'd about with pure Te. of 
ic Merle; in the Middle of which was a Chet cor 
of the ſame Stone, which when ſtruck with the Sto 
Foot, founded like a mufical Inſtrument. It is be nex 
liev'd that in this Cheſt was laid the Body of the and 
King who built that Pyramid. Thi 


The ancient Egyptians were of Opinion, iu be 
even after that which we call Death, or the Separ for 
tion of the Soul and Body, there were certain Ari A 
to retain *em together; if not in ſo ſtrict and ini do i! 
mate an Union as before, yet in a very familiar C Wor 
reſpondence for many Ages. So that the Soul ſhough one 
always take delight to hover about the Body, u ſenſi 
to exerciſe its Faculties in the Place where that v he! 
repoſed. of M 

For this Reaſon, in the firſt Place, they took If 
the Bowels, and whatſoever was moſt liable to en: 
Tuption : And having waſh'd the empty Belly wil 5 
Wine of Palms, mix'd with aromatick Powders, Hels c 
ſtuff d it with Myrrh, Caſſia, and many coſtly (late t. 

| feAions, and then ſew'd it up. After this, bud 

purify'd the whole Body with Mere; and hug 2n; 

dran out the Brains by the Noſtrils with a Hot Bedy 

they fll'd up the Skull with melted Gums. tion. 
| haſt of all, they ſwathed up the whole Body in Merce, 
ſmearing it over with rich Mixture of. Bitu" "a 
$9i-e5 and Gums, and ſo delivered it to the Kind 125 
74 
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Theſe were the Preparations they made to court 
the Preſence of the Soul, by rendring the Body for 
ever ſweet and incorruptible. And that the Ma- 
jeſty of Royal Ghoſts might never be interrupted or 
violated by the Neighbourhood of v4/gar Spirits, or 
the ruder Approach of Mortals; Kings built theſe 
magnificent Piles, as the Palaces of their /a/? Rep: ſe. 
Tis therefore they were erected in deſart and un- 
frequented Places, and in ſach a Form as was eſteem- 
ed the moſt durable and ſecure from the Injuries 
of Time, the Aſſaults of the Elements, and from the 
common Fate of all human Enterprizes. Each 
e Stone of a prodigious Bulk, and rivetted to the 
„next with a Bar of Iron; which with the Strength 
del and invincible Faſtneſs of the Cement, renders it a 
Thing impoſlible for any one of theſe Pyramids to 
u be demoliſhed, tho? all Mankind were ſet to Work 
for many ſucceſſive Generations. 
rt Al Mamu the Caliph of Babylon, attempted to 
do it, but in vain, For after he had ſet his Men to 
Work, and been at vaſt Expences, they made but 
zu one imall Breach, ſo inconſiderable, that being made 
ſenſible it would exhauſt his Treaſures to remove but 
M te hundredth Part of the Pyramid, he deſiſted, full 
o! Wonder at the Wiſdom of the Founders. 
If it be true, that the Soul may by ſuch Allure- 
ments as theſe, be prevail'd on to remain with the 
Body in its Sepalchre, and that a Man's future Happi- 
neſs conſiſts in this, I ſhould my ſelf admire and imi- 
tate thoſe Egyptian Sages. I would in my Liſe- time 
build me a ſmall Mau ſoleum, according to my Abili- 
ty, and order in my /a/t Will and Teſtament, that my 
Body be embalm'd and condited for a perpetual Du- 
ration. But it none of theſe Arts can alter the De- 
crees of Deſtiny, or force an i77mortal Spirit from 
ranging where' it pleaſes; I muſt conclude with 
Play, that this celebrated Wiſdom of the Eeys- 
langs, was no other than glorious Folly, and an 
| L & che 
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the Magnificence of their Kings in building ſuch 
coſtly Szpulchres, but Royal Waſte. | 

They themſelves in thus cautiouſly providing to 

| ſecure the Soul's Abode with the Body after Death, 
tacitly own'd, That by the Courſe of Nature it 
would immediately paſs into ſome other. Nay the 
Tranſmigration of Souls was an eſtabliſh'd Doctrine 
in Egypt. How then could they be ſo blind as to 

imagin a dead Carcaſs, however perfum'd and fen- 
ced againſt Corruption, was more inviting than an 
Embrio torm'd to live? Or that it was more elighle 
for the Soul to be impriſon'd in a dark Dungeon (for 
no better are the Inſides of the Pyramids) than to 
enjoy the Light of the Sur, Moon and Stars, and the 
various Sweets of the Elements? Brother, in my 
Opinion, 'twere better to be a Bird, a Worm, 1 
Fly, or any living Thing, than to be thus 1immur'd 
for many Ages, and have no other Companion, but 
an old ſalted Mummie. 

T7ouf his made ſome Remarks on the River Nil, 
to which he ſays Egypt owes not only its Corn and 
Fruits, but alſo the very Soil which brings 'em forth, 
For every Year, at the Time of Inundation, that 
River brings along with it from Æthiopia, or ſome 
other Regions through which it paſles, abundance 
of Slime and Mud, with which it covers all the 
Land of Egypt, leaving it behind at the Decreaſe o: 
the Waters; ſo that the Soil of Egypt is borrowed 
from other Countries. And if this be true, for ought 
we know, the Place of its Situation may be borrow- 
ed from the Sea, according to the Opinion of ſome 
ancient Philoſophers. 

Herodotus, Pliny and others were of this Perſus- 
ſion, grounding their Conjectures on the nearer Ap. Hari 
proaches of the Continent to the Hand Pharos, from 
the Time of Homer, who exactly calculated its Dt 
ſtance. And they concluded, that the 1mmenit 


Quantities of Slime which the Ni/e tranſports fron 


tle 
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the mountainous Regions of Africa, might in the 
Space of two Miriads of Years have filled up all 
that Part of the Sea, which is now firm Land, and 
call'd Egypt. | 

If this be true, it ſeems to be very ſtrange, that 
the Egyptians ſhould boaſt of greater Antiquity than 
any —— Nation in the World, tho' their Country 
it ſelf be the youngeſt of all the Regions on Earth, 
an abortive Spot of Ground, hatch'd by a River in 
the Depths of the Sea, and ever ſince cheriſhed by 
that River as by a Parent or Nurſe, which ceafes 
not to convey to it yearly a convenient Proportion 
of Aliment, whereby the Country it ſelf grows in 
Bulk, and the Inhabitants are maintain'd. O admi- 
rable Providence of Nature, who can penetrate in- 
to thy myſterious Conduct! O Egypt abounding in 
Prodigies and Wonders ! Where 4 Land and Wa- 
ter, with all other Elements, conſpire to render 
thee all over miraculous. 

Dear Peſteli, J am tranſported when I think of 
that Region, and could relate a thouſand more Paſ- 
ſages, both out of T/Jouf's Memoirs, and from the 
Mouths of others, who have travell'd thither to 
obſerve ſo many Miracles. But 1 believe, thy Pa- 
tience will be ſufficiently tir'd with the Length of 
this Letter. Beſides, my Mother is juſt come to 
viſit me, and deſires me to recommend her un- 
feigned Affections to thee. 

Be aſſur'd alſo, that Mahmut loves thee with the 
Integrity of a Man, and the Tenderneſs of a Bro- 


ther: And he ſerves thee in all Things without 
repining. 


Paris, 17th off the iſt Moon, 
of the Year 1656. 


LE T- 


230 LETTERSMritby Vol. v.. 


E. 


To the Raimacham. 


HE Penetians are very angry for the Loſs of 

Tenedos ; and not without Reaſon ; for that 
Iſland is a delicate Spot of Ground, abounding in 
rich Wines, and other Products of Nature: Befides 
it commands the Avenue of the Shining City, the 
Retuge of Mortals. 

They variouſly relate the Manner of its being ta. 
ken from 'em, by the Arms which no Earthly Power 
is able to reſiſt. Endeavouring in all their Rumour 
to diſguiſe the Truth as much as they can, and miſre- 
preſent the Bravery of the Ottoman; that ſo the Acti. 
ons of their ownGenera/s may make the greater Figure. 

Theſe Nazarenes have a bad Caule, and therefore 
are compell'd to make uſe of Shifts and Equivocati 
ons to ſupport it. 'They are quite degenerated from 
the Integrity of the Primitive Followers of Feſus. In 

Word, they make good the Character of the ancient 
Candiats; of whom a certain Poet ſays, they are the 
rongh-pac'd Liars, rap' nous Beaſts, and gluttoniu 
Drones. 

It is believ'd in theſe Parts, that when the Fer. 
tians quitted the Ifland, they departed not without 
Revenge, ſetting Fire to a Mine, and blowing up 
ſeveral Hundreds of Mahometans into the Air. 

However, they have for ever proſcrib'd and er 
<ommunicated Giro/amo Loredan and Giovanni Cin 
tarini, in whoſe Cuſtody the chief Fortreſſes of tit 
Iſland were accuſing them of Cowardiſe and Tre: 
chery : Offering alſo Two thouſand S-quizs to wil 
that ſeizes on em within the Dominions of V 
and Three thouſand to him that kills *em in ancthg 
Country. - | 

I know 'tis in the Power of the All-commandity 
Porte to protect theſe Exiles if they are within tl 


Territories of our Sovereign; much more, if = 
b. 
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ſhelter themſelves in that Sanctuary of the Diſtreſſed. 
But thou, and the other Supreme Miniſters, are beſt 
able to judge whether theſe /nfidel/s merit ſo great 
a Favour. | 

Perhaps their Caſe may be like that of Nadsf, 
Governor of Buda, when So/yman the Magnificent be- 
fieg'd that City. For Naduſt was a Man of invin- 
cible Courage and Fidelity, but was betray'd by 
the Soldiers, who bound him in Chains, and deli- 
yer'd up the City and Caſtle to the viForious Sultan. 


That brave Hero underſtanding their Treachery, and 


the Reſolution of Nadaſt, ſet him at Liberty, and pre- 
ſented him with noble Gifts; but commanded the 
perfidious Garriſon to be cut in Pieces; A due Re- 
ward of their Treafon. For tho' Princes often make 
uſe of Traytors to ſerve their own Deſigns; yet 
when the Work is done, they commonly purſuz 


the hated Inſtruments, with the Effects of a juſt 
Contempt and Indignation. 


Plutarch the Greek Hiſtorian, abounds with In- 
ſtances of this Nature, ſo does Herodian and other 
Roman Authors. But no Example of Puniſiment in 


| this Kind ſeems ſo proportionate, regular and inge- 


nious as that which Prennus King of the Gau/s cauſ- 
ed to be inflited on a Virgin of Epheſus, who when 
he beſieg'd that City, promiſed to deliver it into 
his Hands, on Condition that his Soldiers would be- 
ſtow on her all the Ornaments of Gold, which they 
had plunder'd in the Wars of Alia, and wore about 
them as Trophies: For when ſhe had perform'd her 


Contract, the wiſe General, to do his Part, cauſed 
F this Virgin to fit down on the Ground; and then 


every Soldier in his Army caſting his Plate into her 
Lp, ſhe was oppreſſed with the inſupportable 
Weight, and buried alive in a Heap of Gold. 

I do not mention this, as if the like were due to 
the Venetian Captains. I refer the Judgment of 
luch things to my Superiore, Miniſters of the Bleſſed 
Sanctuary of Mankind. Tie 


| 
| 
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E 


To the Naimacham. 


HE Penetians are very angry for the Loſs of 

Tenedos; and not without Reaſon ; for that 
Iſland is a delicate Spot of Ground, abounding in 
rich Wines, and other Products of Nature: Beſides, 
it commands the Avenue of the Shining City, the 
Refuge of Mortals. 

They variouſly relate the Manner of its being ta- 
ken from 'em, by the Arms which no Earthly Power 
is able to reſiſt. Endeavouring in all their Rumours, 
to diſguiſe the Truth as much as they can, and miſre- 
preſent the Bravery of the Ottoman; that ſo the Acti. 
ons of their own Generals may make the greater Figure. 

Theſe Nazarenes have a bad Caule, and therefore 
are compell'd to make uſe of Shifts and Equivocati- 
ons to ſupport it. They are quite degenerated from 
the Integrity of the Primitive Followers of Jeſus. Ina 


Word, they make good the Character of the ancient 


Candiots; of whom a certain Poet ſays, they are the 
rongh-pacr'd Liars, rav'nons Beaſts, and gluttonous 
Drones. 

It is believ'd in theſe Parts, that when the Fere— 
tians quitted the Ifland, they departed not without 
Revenge, ſetting Fire to a Mine, and blowing up 
ſeveral Hundreds of Mahometans into the Air. 

However, they have for ever proſcrib'd and ex- 
<ommunicated Gamo Loredan and Giovanni Con- 
tarini, in whoſe Cuſtody the chief Fortreſſes of the 
Aſland were accuſing them of Cowardiſe and Tres. 
chery : Offering allo Two thouſand S2quins to any 
that ſeizes on em within the Dominions of Venice, 
and Three thouſand to him that kills *em in another 
Country. 5 

I know ' tis in the Power of the All- commanding 
Porte to protect theſe Exiles if they are within ths 


Territories of our Sovereign; much more, if the} 


uc“. 
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ſhelter themſelves in that Sanctuary of the Diſtreſſed. 
But thou, and the other Supreme Miniſters, are beſt 
able to judge whether theſe Infidels merit ſo great 
a Favour. | 

Perhaps their Caſe may be like that of Nadaſt, 
Governor of Buda, when So/ymanthe Magnificent be- 
fieg'd that City. For Nadu/? was a Man of invin- 
cible Courage and. Fidelity, but was betray'd by 
the Soldiers, who bound him in Chains, and deli- 
yer'd up the City and Caſtle to the viForious Sultan. 
That brave Hero underſtanding their Treachery, and 
the Reſolution of Nada, ſet him at Liberty, and pre- 
ſented him with noble Gifts; but commanded the 
perfidious Garrifon to be cut in Pieces; A due Re- 
ward of their Treafon. .For tho' Princes often make 
uſe of Traytors to ſerve their own Defigns; yet 
when the Work is done, they commonly purſue 
the hated Inſtruments, with the Effects of a juſt 
Contempt and Indignation. 

Plutarch the Greet Hiitorian, abounds with In- 
ſtances of this Nature, ſo does Herodian and other 
Roman Authors. But no Example of Puniſhment in 
this Kind ſeems ſo proportionate, regular and inge- 
nious as that which Brennus King of the Gaul cauſ- 
ed to be inflicted on a Virgin of Epheſus, who when 
he beſieg'd that City, promiſed to deliver it into 
his Hands, on Condition that his Soldiers would be- 
ſtow on her all the Ornaments of Gold, which they 
had plunder'd in the Wars of Ala, and wore about 
them as Trophies: For when ſhe had perform'd her 
Contract, the wiſe General, to do his Part, cauſed 
this Virgin to fit down on the Ground ; and then 
every Soldier in his Army caſting his Plate into her 
Lap, ſhe was oppreſſed with the inſupportable 
Weight, and buried alive in a Heap of Gold. 

I do not mention this, as if the like were due to 
the Venetian Captains. I refer the Judgment of 
ſuch things to my Superiors, Miniſters of the Bleſſed 
Sanctuary of Mankind. "E's 
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Tis poſhble the Yizir of the Bench thought me 
dead or turned Renegado, becauſe they have not re- 
ceived auy News from me theſe five Moons. But! 
tell thee, neither Men nor Devils can corrupt the 
Faith of Mahmut. But by the God of my Vows, 
there 1s not a more truſty Man in the Univerſe. 
All the Reaſon of my Silence, was the Height of 
the Waters, which ſeem'd to threaten the Earth 
with a Second Deluge. Germany was a Sea, and Flan- 
ders a Lake for above three Moons together; ſo that 
'twas impoſſible for the Peſ to travel. There were 
feen alſo ſtrange Spectres of Fire in the Air; and 
the People of Brabant were alarm'd with uncouth 
Noiſes in the Elements. 
Perhaps, illuſtrious Kaimacham, theſe are the laſt 
Preparations to the grand Cholick of Nature; when 
Wine, Water and Fire ſhall ſtrive to turn this 
World into its old Chaos. 


Paris, 3d of the 6th Moon, 
of the Year 1658. 


LETTER: YI. 
To Solyman, his Couſin at Conſtantinople. 


M ORE Melancholy ſtill? Wilt thou have no 
Compaſlion on thy exil'd Unc/e, but harrangue 
him to Death with thy re/igious Fargon? Believe 
me, thy Letters of this Kind are as irkſome to me 
as the continual Din and Babling of Boys is to a 
Poor weary Pedagogue. I forbid thee not to write 
fo me, and that as often as thou wilt: Tis a Comfort 
in my Baniſhment, to hear from thoſe of my Blood. 
But let me beg of thee to alter both thy Theme 
and Stile. Leave ſpiritual Things to the Mol!ahs 
and Inaums; and let thy Thoughts be taken up in 

Things 


and 8 
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Things belonging to thy Trade. In that be as inqui- 
ſitive as thou canſt. Bend thy Mind wholly to make 
new Diſcoveries and Improvements in that, and it 
will turn to thy Advantage. At thy Hours of Lei- 
ſure I counſel thee to read Hiſtories, and ſometimes 
go into Company : There 1s much to be gain'd by 
converſing with Men of Senſe. Such will ſerve as 
Mirrours, wherein thou may'ſt behold Humanity in 
its proper Figure, and the Deformity of that Vizard, 
with which Error and Superſtition diſguiſe our Na- 
ture. They will correct thy Miſtakes without putting 
thee to a Bluſh, Wit and Reaſon ſhall flow from 
their Tongues, as ſoft Harmonies breath from the 
Pipes of an Organ, which clear the Spirits, and ſe- 
rene the Heat that was clouded with Sadneſs. 

The Imperial City is full of ſuch, both Natives 
and Strangers. Cull them out from the mix'd Mul- 
titude, and make 'em thy Companions, without re- 
garding the Difference of Re/igion, whether they be 
Muſſulmans, Franks, Armenians, Jews, or others. 
Above all things, ſhun the Society of Bigots; and 
number not thy ſelf among thoſe who are opinion- 
ated, becauſe they profeſs the True Faith: For what 
ſignifies that, if their Lives be vicious? I tell thee, 
they are worſe than the Infide/s. Give no heed to 
Fortune-Tellers, and ſuch as pretend to Afrology; 
For whilſt they boaſt of knowing other Men's Fates, 
they are ignorant of their own. And if there be any 
Truth in that Science, one may ſay, their Ignorance 
im it affronts the Stars, and often provokes 'em to 
haſten their own Ruin. Aſſure thy ſelf, they only 
amuſe the World with portentous Stories, to get 
Fame and Money. 

Aſſociate thy ſelf with none but prudent and mo- 
derate Men, whoſe Morals are not leaven'd with a 
too furious Zeal ; who look not ſuperciliouſly and 
with Diſdain on a Frank as he walks along the 
Streets, much leſs offer him an Indignity, when he 

gces 
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goes about his honeſt Buſineſs, under the Protection 
of the Grand Seignior. It becomes none but Farize 
ries and Rui ans to be guilty of theſe Incivilities to 
Strangers. The Law of Nations, and the particular 
Commands of our Holy Prophet, oblige us to treat 
fuch with all Humanity and Tenderneſs. Belides 
tis reflecting on the Fx/tice and Hoſpitality of the 
Magnificent Porte, which is the Refuge and Sanctua- ¶ ho 
7y of all the Zarth, that a Stranger cannot walk the legen 
Streets in Peace. Deſpiſe no Man on the Score of fer, 
his Religion; for there are no Factions in Paradiſe: ¶ arch 
But conſider, that whilſt thouſands of Maſſulnan: I 5577! 
Mall go to Hell for their wicked Lives, ſo an equil ſand; 
Number of thoſe we call Infide/s, may be received ¶ Mode 
into the Manfions of the Bleſſed for their Virtues. Jedgec 

Thou ſeemeſt to be much concern'd for thy Souls i Ty, 
thy Letter abounds with o,” Care in this Point, loph, 
In being too ſolicitous, it is evident thy Faith h E 
ſmall. Every Line is tinctur'd with ſad Expreflion O 
about the Perils, Snares, Ambuſhes, Hooks, Ginz, Opinic 
and I know not what other Devices the Devil hay. p, 
to ruin thy poor Soul, (as thou call'ſt it.) Couſin, dolt Emped 
thou know what the Soul is, about which thou 
keep'ſt ſuch a Pudder, if thou doſt, 'tis more than] 
do; and yet I have been ſearching and prying into i 
above theſe thirty Years; I mean, from the Time. 
that I firſt began to /in and conſider of Things; but 
am as far to ſeek as ever I was. Neither could all the 
eoi/e Men of Old, the Philoſophers and Sages, for ougli 
J perceive, agree in their Verdict about this e 
ous Thing which we call the Soul. 

One will have it to be, Oxh the fineft part of Mat 
ter in the Body, another ſays, Ti, the Air which tht 
. Lungs ſuck in and diffuſe thro” all our Members. A 
third Sort affirm it to be, A mixture of Air and Firt 
A Fourth, Of Earth and Water; A Fifth call it, 4 
Completion made up of the Four Elements, a Rind 
Quinteſence, and I know not what. The Fai 
42 calle 
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ealbd it, A certain moving Number: And the Chal- 1 
deans, A Power without Form it ſelf; yet imbibing all Ih | 
Forms. Ariſtotle call'd it, The Perfection of a natural 1 
Body. All theſe agreed, That it was Corporeal, and 14 
as It were extracted from Matter. The beſt Defini- 
tion among them is not worth an Aſpre. 
But there were Men of ſublime Speculations, "0 
who affirm the Soul to be, A Divine Subſtance, in- i 
dependent of the Body. Of this Opinion were Zoroa- 
fer, Hermes Triſmegiſtus, Orpheus, Pythagoras, Plu- 14 
tarch, Porphyry, and Plato. This laſt defin'd the - 
Soul to be a Self-moving Eſſence, endu'd with Unaer- 1. 
fanding. But when they have ſaid all, I prefer the 14 
Modeſty of Cicero, Seneca, and others who acknow- ; 
ledged they were altogether ignorant what the So is. 1 
There was no leſs Diſagreement among the Phi- 
MW /7p hers, about the Seat of the Soul. Hippocrates and J 
Hierephilus plac'd it in the Ventricles of the Brain. 8 
F Densocritus aſſign'd it the Vale Body. Strabo was of 
Opinion, it reſides between the Brotos; Epicurus in 
the Breaſt. The Stoicks lodg'd it in the Hea:. ; and | 
npedocles in the Blood. Which laſt ſeems to be the 
moſt current Opinion of the E2/? to this Day: 

In regard both Maſes the Law-giver of the Jerws, 
"nd Mabhomet our Holy Prophet, ailerted the ſame, 
nd for that Reaſon forbid Fleſh to be eaten with 
he Blood. 

But be it what it will, either Corporeal or Incor- 
poreal, a Subſtance or an Accident ; whether it dwell 
"Wn the Head or in the Feet, within or without the 
Body, there is no Certainty of theſe Things, neither 
an we be aſſur'd, what will become of it after 
Death. Therefore, tis in vain to diſquiet thy ſelf 
n Search of a Myſtery that is hid from Mortals: 
ind equally fooliſh it will be, to frighten thy ſelf 
mth an Imagination of Hooks, Gins, and ſuch like 
himera's, which thou ſuppoſeſt the Devil is buſie 


| ith to entrap thy Soul. Tis a Wonder thou art 
RO 
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not afraid te ſleep, leſt he ſhould catch thee Nap. 
ping, and ſteal thy Soul from thee. I wou'd fain 
now, what ſort of Tools he muſt uſe, to take hold 
of a, Subſtance more thin and imperceptible than: 
Shadow, or how he will be able to ſeize and run 
away with a Being, active and free as Thought? 
Couſin, ſerve God after the manner of thy Fore. 
fathers; Love thy Friends, pardon thy Enemie, 
be Juſt to all Men, and do no Injury to any Beal. 
If thou obſerveſt this Rule, thou may'ſt defy the 
Devil, tor thy Soul is in ſafe Cuſtody. Gul ü 
nearer to thee than thou art to thy ſelf. He isin 
the Centre of every Thing, and is Himſelf the Cen 
tre of All Things: In a Word, He is All in All. 


Paris, 3d of the 6th Moon, 
of the Tear 1658. 


ä 


— . — 


LETTER VII. 
To Afis, Baſſa. 


OW the Scenes are changed in Europe, Ent 


profeſſed a mutual Friendſhip are at open Dei 
ance. Conſtancy is a Vice in Politicks; and 
dextrous Way of Shifting from one Engageme! 
to another for Intereſt, is eſteem'd the only S4 
Vertue. 

I have already intimated to the Divan, the e 
which broke out laſt Year between the Swedes il 
Danes. The latter began it by a ſolemn Proclam 
tion, ſending a Herald at Arms to the Suediſb Cour 
and diſpatching Embaſadors to all his 4/lies in Ch 
ſtendom, to give them an Account of his Procet 


ings. Now I ſhall entertain thee with a ſhort 14 


mies are become Friends, and thoſe wht 
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of this War, by which thou wilt comprehend, That 
the Danes are either much degenerated from the 
Valour of their Anceſtors, who formerly made the 
moſt terrible Figure of all the Nations in the 
North: Or elſe they are leſs oblig'd to Fortune, 
who has not favoured them with ſo many Succe!- 
ſes and Triumphs of late, but rather expoſed em 
to the Inſults of their Enemies, and the Contempt 
of all Men. 

When the King of Denmark firſt proclaimed this 
War, he had a fair Advantage of the Swedes, who at 
chat Time were ſorely intingled between the Pe- 
ers, Germans, and Muſcovites, and had more 
need of Helps than Hindrances. Yet King Gu/ta- 
vv; turning part of his Forces into Ho//ein, Schone- 
land and Fuitland, he took one Part after another, 
till he had over-run thoſe Provinces in the Space of 
fix Moons; and reduced the Danes to a Neceflit 
df Compoſition, and that on ſuch diſhonourable 

erms, as renders them the Scorn of their neigh- 
pouring Nations. 
On the 13th of the 3d Moon, the two Kings had 
an Interview near Copenhagen, the Capital City of 
Denmark: For ſo far had the Fortune of the Szve- 
% Arms carried their Victories. They eat and 
prank together ſeveral Times, and converſed pri- 
ately ſome Hours. At laſt, a firm Peace was con- 
luded between them, and they concerted the Mea- 
ures of a perfect Friendſhip. 
But, before this, the Dane had been forced to 
eld up Schoneland, with Elfimberg, which com- 
ands half the Baltick Sea. He ſurrendred alſo 
he Provinces of Blalin and Halland, with a very 
rong Caſtle; the and of Burtholme, ten Ships of 
er, and obliged himſelf to pay a Million of 
8-7//ars5, and to maintain Four Thouſand Horſe and 
dot in the King of Swedeland's Service, and give 
e \arter to all the Szeediſb Forces till the 5th 


Moor 
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Moon. Theſe are ſuch diſhonourable Articles, that the 
King of Denmark has quite loſt him ſelf in the eſteem 
of all his Allies. They call him a poor-ſpirited 
Prince, not worthy of Support or Aſſiſtance. 

In a Word, ſerene Ba//a, it is like to fare with 
him, as with other unfortunate Men, who when 
they are once falling, every Body will help to throw 


them down. Therefore conſerve thy Honour, as the 


only Bulwark of thy Intereſt and Life. 


Paris, 3d of the 6th Moon, 
of the Near 1658. 


— 


LETTER VI. 
To the Mufti. 


Y the Faith of a true Believer, I ſwear ths 
Chri//ians are Enemies to themſelves, if they 
do not embrace the Project of a certain Jet. 


They are no Friends to their Meſſias, if they reject 


ſo regular an Idea, ſo reform'd a Model of the NM. 
Zarene Empire, as this Sage has lately propoſed to 
the Pope and the Cardinals. | 

He lays his Foundation very deep, and draws his 
Examples from the Practice of Peter, the Prince of 
the firſt twelve Chriſtian Caliphs, whom the Frants 
call the Apoſtles of Jeſus, the Son of Mary. For, ac- 
cording to their Traditions, the Meſſias before he aſ- 
cended to Heaven, left an exact Pattern of tKe Em- 
Pire he defigned to eſtabliſh on Earth. He divided 
this Empire into twelve diftin& Provinces, accord- 
ing to the Number of his Apoſtles and Vicars, 
aſſigning to cach that Quarter of the World where 
he was to preſide, as Moſes had formerly cantoniz'd 
the holy Region of Paleſtine among the Twelve 
Tribes, that deſcended from Jacob. 1 ; 

| U 
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But the happy Son of Mary being a far greater 
Prophet than Moſes, or any that had gone betore 


him; they ſay; he would not be content with dimi- 


nutive Territories, or Dominions diſproportionate ta 
is ineffable Deſcent and Original. Therefore he re- 
ſolv'd on the Conqueſt of the whole Earth; com- 
manding his Vicegerents to diſperſe themſelves thro' 
all Nations, according to a certain Method, and pro- 
claim his Laws to every Creature on the G. 
Venerable Preſident of the Faithful, I relate theſe 
Things, as I receive them from the Mouths and 
Pens of learned Chri/tians, who may be preſumed 
to know their own Hiſtory. Thou wilt perhaps ex- 
pet to hear of Armies immediately raiſed ; of 
Camps, Battles, and Sieges ; of Devaſtations by Fire 
and Sword ; Storming of Cities, and Famiſhing of 
the more impregnable Fortreſſes: In a Word, I 
believe thou lookeſt for a Relation of Campaigns 
and Victories, more glorious than the Atchieve- 
ments of the Roman C#/ars, more fortunate than the 
ueceſſes of Alexander the Great: But, I tell thee, 
all the Regiſters and Archives of the primitive 
nriſtians cannot furniſh us with any Memoirs of 
his Nature. 
Their Goſpel mentions no warlike Undertakings, 
ot ſo much as the drawing of the Sword by the 
on of Mary or any of his Followers, unleſs in a 
Ivate Rencounter, when Peter the Lieutenant of 
he Meſſias, enflamed with a Paſſion to ſee his Ma- 
er betray d by Judas, his Kahyah, or Tefterd, and 
udely aſſaulted by Ma lobus, a Slave of the Jeroiſßb 
yfti, the valiant Apoſtle drew his Cymetar, and cut 
f the Fellow's Ear. 
Believe me, O myſterious Doctor of the Maul. 
4, J have perus'd the four Hiſtories of the Life 
Jeſus, written by thoſe who were Eye-witneſles 
{ his Actions; and I find indeed, that he once 
id to them of his Retinue, 7 come not to ſend Peace 
BIT. en 
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on Farth but à Sword. Vet, by the Sequel it is er. u 
dent, That when he examined what Weapons his bot! 
Followers had, and they told him, but two Stouri;; pos“ 
he ſeem'd to be well ſatisfied, ſaying, It is enoigb; and 
tho' a Moment before, he bid him among em tha of t 
had no Sroord, ſell his Robe and buy one. N 

And I have ſeen a Diſpatch ſent by Paul, one of Thi. 
the Primitive Chriſtian _ to the Nazarene: u Tim 
Epheſus; wherein he counſels them to put on com- gene 
pleat Armour, as Helmet, Breaſt plate, Shield, Bi, Jian 
kins, Sword, and the reſt. preſe 

Beſides theſe Paſſages, or ſuch like, there is no to th 
military Diſcourſe throughout the Book of theW their 


Goſpel; much leſs any Relation of Battles, Siege, ¶ ſufic 
or any martial Exploits. And the Chriftian Molau {els'd 
or Doctors, interpret that Letter of Paul's in a nM have 
fical Senſe. by th 

Wilt thou know then, how the Meſias and hi claim 
Apoſtles ſubdu'd the World; I tell thee, it was HH Empe 
exemplary Vertue and good Works, by Miracle of the 
and evident Demonſtrations of a Super natural Pen So 
aſſiſting them. For, they ſpake all Languages, yet and I. 


were moſt of them 7//iterate Perſons; they cur Th 
the Deaf, the Blind, the Lame and the Paralytich blame 
without the Methods of Surgery or Phy/ick. They ter, v 
caſt out Devils ; rais'd the Dead. And finally, per being 
form'd ſuch and ſo many ſtupendous Actions, that the 
World became captivated to their Do#rines and Lat; 
and willingly ſubmitted to a Yoke, which ſeem'dtt 
come from Heaven. With divine Eloquence, and 
the Dirt of irreſiſtible Reaſon, Peter the Prince d 
the Chriſtian Calipbs, ſubdu'd the Minds of I 
atoniſh'd Auditory, one Day in Feruſalem; ſo taEmpire 
before the Sun went down, he gain'd five ThovWE:rth. 
ſand Proſelytes. The Fame of theſe Things Wo all | 
ſoon ſpread through the adjacent Countries, though 
divers remote Provinces; and the Number of UHR o 
Convents was proportionably increaſed. In a Wehle Pri, 


2 
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. Jan that embraced the Faith of Jeſus, ſurrender'd 
is both themſelves and their Eſtates to be entirely diſ- 
:;W pos'd of, at the Pleaſure of the Apo//es. So great 
and unreſerv'd an Attach had they for the Vicars 
ut of their God. 

Now the forenam'd Jeſuit conſidering theſe 
of MW Things, and comparing the State of thoſe devour 
a Times, with the Libertiniſm, Diviſions, Wars and 
n-M general Contempt of the Prieſthood among the Chri- 
Hans of ſucceeding Times, and eſpecially in this 

preſent Age; attributes the Source of all theſe Evils 
no to the ill Conduct 6f the Apoſtles themſelves, and 
bel their Succeſſors in the Primitive Times, who did not 
e Ml ſufficiently improve the Advantages they were poſ- 
1b {els'd of, when the pious Multitude would willingly 
- have made them Lords of All Things. For ſays he, 

by the ſame Methods and Reaſons might they have 
hf claim'd the Dominion o'er the Eſtates of Kings and 
by Emperors themſelves, as o'er the Goods and Lands 
lo of the meaneſt Proſelyte: Since they were all equal- 
er Sons of the Church, and Subjects to the Diſcipline 
rel and Laws of 7e/zs. | 
rn This Eccleſiaſtick Politician therefore mightily 
co: blames Pope Sy/re/er, who fate in the Chair of Pe- 
er fer, when Conſtantine the Great became a Chriſtian, 
er being the H of the Roman Emperors who embraced 
ne that Faith. He accuſes him, I ſay, of Weakneſs, 
and a mean Spirit, for accepting of that Donation, 
which to Day is call'd the Patrimony of the Church, 
and comprehends all the Temporal Eſtate the Roman 
rontiffs can boaſt of. Whereas he ought to have 
Wclaimed an entire Reſignation of the whole Roman 
mpire into his Hands, as Supreme Vicar of God on 
Earth. This would have been a Pattern, ſays he, 
0 all the Kings and Princes of the Earth, who 
ought fit to turn Chriſtians. And ſo the Domi- 
ions of the World had all {allen to the Share of 


he Prieſts, | 
M Nei- 


nenden would be 
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Neither could it appear difficult in his Opinion, fl wit 
have reduced the greateſt Monarchs to ſuch a FI tro 
getfulneſs and Contempt of their Royal Birth, and 
all the potent Charms of a Crown: Since the fans 
Rhetorick which perſuaded them to be Followers if 
the Meſias, would have alſo convinced 'em of the 
Vanity of all earthly Enjoyments ; and of the Obi. 
gation they had to be mortify'd, and to purſue their 
Claims to Diadems of a more exalted Degree, the 
ineffable Regalia of Paradiſe. 

But ſince Things are thus in their preſent Stats 
and the Chriſtian Princes retain their Sovereignty, 
without any other Dependence on the Pope, ſavitg 
in Matters purely religious; this Jeſui? propoſe, 
that the Roman Pontiffs would either firſt reform 
their own Lives and Court to the Height of tha 
Primitive and Apoſtolical Purity, which ſhined f 
eminently in the earlieſt Governours of the Church; 
and by that means perſuade all the Monarchs in 
Chriſtendom to become their Subjects: Or elſe con 
pel them by force to take the Order of Prieſthood, and 
Jo turn their Crowns into Mitres, their Kingdom 
into Eccleſiaſtical Commonwealths, where all the Pub 
Jick Offices of State, Seats of Judicature, and in fin 
the whole Syſtem of the Civil and Politick Admin 
tration ſhould be managed by the Prieſts in a ſubor 
dinate Dependence one of another, according n 
their ſeveral Characters * 20 By which mean 

oon united into one Ec 
clefiaſtick Empire, whereof the Pope ſhould be the 
ſupreme Head in Temporals as well as Spirituals. 

What I have related, is not only this Man's pr: 
vate Project, but the univerſal Aim of his wh. 
Order: And thouſands of other Prieſts and Der: 
ſes are caballing in all the Courts and Countries 0 
Europe to bring it to pals. 

Venerable Eſad, if God ſhould ſuffer their Cont! 


vance to take Effect, it is to be feared our wy 
VI 
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with the Chriſtians would be as expenſive and 
troubleſome, if not more fatal to the Mu/ul/marn 
Intereſt, than when theſe Infidels formerly, laying 
aide their private Feuds, banded together to con- 
quer the Holy Land. 


: Paris, 25th of the 7th Moon, 
of the Tear 1658. 


. LETTER IX. 


ll 70 Abdel Melec Muli Omar, Preſident 
of the College of Sciences at Fez. 


c [ Receiv'd the Pacquet of venerable Import, con- 

taining ſacred Counſels and acceptable Intelli- 
gence, repleniſh'd with noble Memoirs, and illuſ- 
trious Remarks, ſage Precepts, and refin'd Im- 


w provements in Philoſophy and the myſterious Scien- 
nelly <<5 of Nature. 


bi With abundance of Affection and Joy J read the 
Character of Muſu Abu l Yahyarn, and the Encomium 
of his Wiſdom and Virtues, May a Conſtellation 
of ſuch Lights always adorn that renowned Col- 
lege, and from thence diſperſe their learned Influ- 
ny <nce and Rays, not only through Hie, but over 
bez the Earth; that Fez may be numbred among 
hell he Cities whoſe Fame is ſweet ; that it may be 

rank'd with Feruſalem the Holy; Maſre the ancient, 
pri Medina Talnali the chaſte, and the ſalutiferous Baby- 
% %, acquiring a peculiar Title of Honour, an Attri- 
ni bate worthy of Reſpect, when Men ſhall every 
0 Where call it Fez, the Mother of Sciences. 

My Soul has been very inquiſitive and reſtleſs for 
many Years, and I think this is owing to my Capti- 
Ji in Parus: For before that, whilſt I lived at 
NM 2 cale 
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Eaſe in the Seraglio, basking under the warmer Influ- ] 
ence of Royal Majeſty, the ſacred Preſence of the M of 1 
Grand Seignior, who like the Sun gives Motion, Heat in 
and Life to all Things; I ne'er regarded Books, or an 
once apply'd my Mind to ſtudy any Thing, but how ver 
to acquit my ſelf in my Station, and ſtrengthen y Dri 
Intereſt at the Court: Eſteeming all other Learning my 
as barbarous, which conduced not to this End. of 

Foreign Hiſtories and Languages were equally rec 
contemptible to me: I thought it beneath a My/-M bro! 
ſulman Courtier, to give his Tongue and Mind the W me 
Fatigue of any other Dialect, ſave the Perfian, Ara 
Sick and Turkiſh : Or to load his Memory with the 
Records of other Nations, deſigning to be the Slaves 
of True Believers. 

As to the ſpeculative Sciences, J was naturally de- 
ſirous enough of Knowledge. But I either had not 
Leiſure, or wanted Books and other Advantages of 
Study. So that all the Knowledge I could then boal 
of, coniiſted only in ſome looſe Notions of Logid 
and Metephyficks, which I had got by reading an 
old Arabick oa oth ph And 1 thought my ſelf Ht 
ſtopian enough, after I had peruſed the Annals of the 
Ottoman Empire, and now and then caſt an Eye on 
the Turkiſh Tranſlation of Herodotus and Plutarch. 

Tis true, indeed, by converſing frequently wid 
the Greeks, I ſoon learned their Yulgar Dialect: Bu 
this is far from the polite Language of the ancien 
Grecans: And a Page of heel taught ms 
the Rudiments of Sc/avonian 5 which afterwards 
learn'd more perfectly, hoping it would be of ſoit 
Service to me one Time or other. 

All theſe were very ſuperficial Accompliſhment: 
yet I thought my ſelf happy enough, without ſearck 
ing any farther. The Pleaſures and Gayeties ol 
Courtly Life, took frem me the Edge and Guſt, wit 
which I have ſince purſued more ſolid Studies, 
look'd into the Wiſdom of the Ancients, 
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But when once Misfortune had chang'd the Scene 
of my Life, and inſtead of the honourable Poſt I had 
WW in the Grand Seignior's Service, Fate had render'd me 
a miſerable abject Slave in Sicily, I began to grow 
„very Thoughtful and Penſive. The continual 
| W Drudgerv and Labour I underwent, ſoon mortified 
ny former Paſſions, and wean'd me from all Hopes 
of worldly Honour : And the cruel Stripes I daily 
veceiv'd from that barbarous Infidel, my Maſter, ſo 
broke my Spirits, that Servitude became familiar to 
e me; and deſpairing to be happy in this World, I 
vas only ambitious to be Wiſe. 
de I grew very contemplative : And having acquaint- 
ed my ſelf with an honeſt Carpenter in the Town 
where we lived, who had a great many Books in's 
e. Cuitody, he lent me ſeveral choice Treaties ; and I 
ot porrowed all the Hours I could from Sleep, to 
of peruſe them with Attention and Profit. That 
Carpenter pitied my Condition, and did me many 
good Offices of Friendſhip, without other Hopes 
n of Reward, fave what he expected from God. By 
. his Means I contracted a Familiarity with two or 
tel three learned Men, who ſpar'd no Pains to in- 
el ſtruct me in the Roman and ancient Greek Langua- 
I. J Ses, as alſo in the Principles of Phi/o/aphy. My Maſter 
ü often beat me for this, attributing the Neglect of 
Buff his Buſineſs to my Bookiſhneſs (as he call'd it) and 
jeu keeping the Prieſts Company. But all his Severity 
WW could not abate my ardent Thirſt after Knowledge. 
I ſtill continued Studying at certain Seaſons, till 
the happy Hour of my Redemption; and then I 
frequented the Academies. Ever fince which Time, 
[ have neglected no Opportunities of improving my 
Reaſon; yet find my ſelf at this Day much in the 
Dark. There appears no Certainty in any Science 
but the Mathematick : All the reſt are entangled 
with a thouſand Controverſies and Riddles ; which 
has made me turn Sceptic in moſt Things. Only L 
M 3 retain 
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retain an inviolable Faith for the Alcoran, and the 
Book of prophetick Doctrines and Traditions. Next 
to theſe, I pay a profound Reſpect to the Writings 
of Porphyry the Philoſopher, who ſeems to _ 
neareſt to Reaſon of all che ancient Sages. His true 
Name was the ſame as thine [MeJech] which thou 

knoweſt in the Syriack fignifies [King.] Whence 1 
his Tutor Longinus, taking Occaſion from the uſud 

Colour of royal Robes, call'd him Porphyrins, which 


cm 


: Meat 
in the Greek ſignifies, one clad in Purple. He Wa ver e 
dorn at Tyre, the Metropolis of the ancient Pheni- That 


ans. His Pedigree was noble and his Education A 
3 Natura alſo had form'd him for a Sage, oh 
and Fortune fayour'd him with Advantages enough, of 
For beſides his firſt Tutor, whom I have already Gall 1 
mentioned (who was the greateſt Grammarian and ine f 
| Orator of his 'Time;) Porphyry went to Rome, where 1 

he gain'd the Friendſhip of P/otinus: And that Phi. Nd b 
loſopher accompliſhed him in the Perfection of all SK. 
Science: So that he had Power over the Demons, and Th, 
expell'd the Genius Atan which infeſted certain Baths 
in Rome. Ina Word, his DoQtrines appear'd Divine, 
and his Actions more than Human, Yet he himſelf 


it; a 
ther c 
Secret 


before his Death publiſh'd a Reverſe of his former 


: bat You 

Writings : Which is a ſufficient Argument, th. ing 1 
there is no Stability in the Thoughts of Mortals. * 
Therefore, ſince the Wiſeſt of Men contradid ee 
themſelves and turn Scepticks, tell me, O Oracle df Fools. 
the Age, why may not I? moddir 
Where 

Paris, 29th of the 8th Moon, Politic 
of the Nar 1658. Fir 
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LETTER X. 


20 Murat, Baſla. 


Here has been ſomething lately tranſacted be2 
tween the French and the Eugliſb, which 
ſeems a Myſtery. No Body here underſtands the 
Meaning of it, but the very Privado's of the Cabinet: 
Yet every one gueſles *tis a fetch of Mazarini's Wit. 
That Miniſter has more Meanders in his Brains, than 
' Wn old 7urkih Gameſter at Cheſ5 ; who foreſees na 
fs than nine unavoidable Conſequences, before he 
makes one bold Motion: And to be ſure, the laſt 
all be to his own Advantage. In a Word, Dunkirk, 
the ſtrongeſt and moſt important Sea-Town of all the 
Vest, is ſurrender'd by the Spaniards to the French; 
| and by theſe, as an earneſt of Friendſhip, is put in- 
130 the Hands of the Eng/i/þ. 

The little Politicians of the City are amaz'd at 
it; and the greateſt Machiavels of the Court ei- 
Jer cannot, or will not inform them of the true 
" Woecret. | 
1 You ſhall ſee two or three grave Citizens brood- 
ig Thoughts together over a Be of Po/rita, and 
a neezing out their Sentiments without Reſerve. 
et after all their wiſe Conſult, they part as great 
Fools as they met, and only ſatisfy themſelves with 
nodding Wiſdom to each other, at the lait Conge 3 
herein is comprehended the whole Syſtem of the 
Politicks. 

It was generally thought to be ſome extraordi- 
nary Overture this Court would make to the Eng/:/p, 
When a little before the Surrender of Dunkirk, the 
Duke of C regui, fir Gentleman of the Bed-Chamber, 
ind Monſieur Mancini, the Cardinals Nephew, were 
pent with a ſplendid Retinue of French Nobles to 
5 M 4 England, 
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England. Every body gueſſed ſome ſurprizing Acdi. 
on would follow; and that it muſt needs be a My. WW +». 
ftery of grand Importance, which could not be WM % 
truſted to Perſons of leſs Note than the 'T'wo chief 


f 4 | fore 
Favourites of the Cardinal Miniſter. And now 'tis 7 
come out, they know not what to make on't. Nei. W oft 


ther can I poſſibly learn as yet, the true Reaſon of or 
putting the Engliſb in Poſſeſſion of ſuch a Town as W 
this, which commands all the Northern Seas, and tent 
Has coſt ſo much Sweat and Blood to take from the MW ,1j 7 
Spaniards. I have ſet Ofmin the Dwarf to work, 

and laid Traps to get the Secret from ſeveral P. 
other Countries. But I might as well have attempt. ; 
ed to find out the Body of Moſes, which cauſed a 
Quarrel between Michael and the Devil. Time 
perhaps will diſcover the Secret. And I dare at 
preſent conclude that the E2g/i/þ are the only Ne 
sion in Europe, whoſe Friendſhip the French think 
worth courting. 

The King has been very ill of a Fever, and i 
great Danger of his Life: But is now recovered 
again; which occaſions abundance of real Joy 
among his Friends and loyal Subjects. As for the 
reſt, they know how to counterfeit. 

I had almoſt forgot to tell thee, that the Spaniaris 
endeavouring to relieve Dunkirk, were encoun— 
tered by the French and routed ; about two Thou- 
ſand of their Men being kill'd, and as many taken 
Priſoners. 

Sage Baſſa, the Succeſſes of this Monarch are ſo 
ccnſtant, that they have given Birth to a Proverb: 
For when they would encourage any Man's Hopes 
or make a ſtrong Aſſeveration, they uſually ſay, 4 
ſure as the Great Lewis will get a Town or Tw ll 
Flanders this Campaign. 

Mareſchal Turenne is a brave General, and it 
French Viftories are in a great Meaſure owing 0 


his Conduct. He is very expeditious in his oo 
EY tax ins 
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takings. There were but a few Days between the 
Surrender of Dunkirk, and his taking of Bergen, 
Furnes, and Dixmude, three ſtrong Fortreſſes in 
Flanders : And, *tis thought, twill not be long be- 
fore he takes others. 

The French King is in a fair way to the Empire 
of the Weſt. But this will not be for the Intereſt 
of the Grand Seignior: For then he will have a 
new Enemy of an old Friend, and one more po- 
tent than he had before. Yet Deſtiny over-rules 
all Things, 


Paris, 13th of the 8th Moon, 


of the Year 1658. 2 
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To Mahamed, the Eremite of Mount 
| Uriel in Arabia. 


ö Have often troubled thee with important Ad- 
: dreſſes, O matchleſs Mortal: Permit me once 
more to unboſome my Thoughts, as to my Confe/- 
er, or rather as to an Oracle. 
p Surely, this Hour the Stars of my Nativity ſuffer 
- Ja mighty Change. I ſeem to my ſelf like one new- 
nh awak'd out of a deep Sleep; or from the Deluſions 
of a long Dream: For ſo methinks have my paſt 
0 WM Years gone away like a Night, wherein my labour- 
Wig Spirit has encounter'd with nothing but Phan- 
5, Wtaſms, Viſions and Darkneſs. 
My infant Days I eſteem the moſt happy, when 
1 Wy Ignorance of Vice had greater Influence on my 
Actions, and preſerved me more free from Blemiſh, 
than could afterwards all my acquired Knowledge of 
the Precepts and Maxims of Virtue. For no ſooner 
M 5 was 
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was J enjoyed the Study of Morality, and taught to 
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diſtinguiſh between Good and Evil; but my Curio- 
fity prompted me to examine the Nature of the 
Latter more cloſely than by bare Speculation, [ 
found my ſelf more forcibly carry'd away by a ſe- 
cret Pleaſure, to make Experiment of what was 
Forbidden, than to practiſe what was Commanded: 
So prone is Man to be jealous of his Tutors, and to 
ſuſpect thoſe Laws as [mpoſitions, which put a Re 
ftraint on his native Liberty. 

Beſides this, there are certain genial Inclinations 
in every Mortal, which the 7ounge/?, and he that it 
in his Nenage, thinks he has as much right to gratify 
as the wiſeſt Senior. Nor can any Reaſon eaſily per. 
ſuade him to part with this Privilege, but under the 
Notion of being highly wrong'd ; ſince every Man 
naturally places his Intereſt and Happineſs in pur- 
ſuing the Motions of his own Will. 

"Tis true, I never was prone to any enormous 
Vices, or ſuch as for their Singularity would mae 
the moſt harden'd Libertine bluſh, did he pradtik 
them to the Knowledge of Men. 

J ever had an unconquerable Abhorrence for 
thoſe ſpecifick Acts of Laſciviouſneſs, which ought WW nions 
not to be nam'd, and whoſe very Idea makes the Bu 
Thought recoil : Yet am naturally Amorous, ani Enen 
cannot but pay to Beauty the Sentiments and 5A. been 
ſions which are due from P/atonick Love. I admire this i; 
Symmetry and Elegance wherever I diſcern them am ju 
and can ſtand gazing whole Hours together oF An, 
Flower, a Tree, or a Peacock. I am enamour'd wid Phant 
the Brightneſs of the Sun; and like another Eu hunte, 
mior, I languiſh for a more intimate Acquaintanoll Yet b 
with the Moon. The lefler Beauties of the Nig" comm 
the Stars, enflame me with a thouſand Paſſions. W tion, 

make ny Court to the whole Het of Heaven, Ji Nay, 

T hope coramit no [do/atry. In fine, I am in LW lingly 

with the Univerſe ; and die hourly, when I ps Careſſ 
templi 
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template the Glory of that tranſcendent Eſſences 
which is the Root and Source of All Things. 

Theſe are Paſſions not unbecoming a Muſſulman, 
But I have alſo ſome Emotions for beautiful Wo- 
men, more Violent than all the reft, more Dange- 
rous and Fatal. Tell me, O pious Sy/van, how E 
mall gratify my Love, without offending Virtue or 
the Gravity of a Man. | 

Theſe Creatures ſeem to be created for our Per- 
plexity 3 ſince a Man can neither well be hap 
with, or without them. They are perfect Riddles: 
And to love em or hate em too much, is an equal 1 
Soleciſm. Twere a Queſtion worthy of a Philoſo- 19 
pher, Whether this Sex, among all the neceſſary [4 
good Offices they do us, were not ſent into the | 
World as Spies and Trepans, to obſerve our Councils | 
and Actions: And by mixing Smiles with Frowns, | 
Flatteries with Reproaches, Sullenneſs with more 
obliging Favours, to keep us in a perpetual Maze 
and Labyrinth, leſt the aſpiring Wit of Men ſhould, | 
if left to themſelves, attempt ſomething more au- 4 

dacious than the Poets feign of the Sons of Titan, or ] 
WW the coritten Lat records of Nimrod and his Compa- | 
i: nions, who built the Tower of Babe/. 
e But whether they be Spies or faithful Aſſiſtants, 
Enemies or Friends, I tell thee plainly, I have not | 


1 been able to forbear loving 'em exceſſively. And | | 
re this is Part of the Dream or Trance out of which L F 
nig m juſt now awak'd. 1 


ai Another Scene is that of Honour. This is a 
u Phantom alſo, a mere Vapour, a Shadow. I never 
dbunted after Glory, nor courted popular Applauſe : 
ne Yet being intruſted with the ſublime Secrets, and 
1 commanded to ſerve the Grand Seignior in this Sta- 
uon, I would fain acquit my ſelf without Diſgrace. 
J Nay, like other Mortals in ſuch Poſt, I would wil— 
oy lingly have the Smiles of my Sovereign, and the 
918 Carefles of Happy 3 who ſerve him, if 
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it ſhall be my Lot ever to return to the Seragli. 
Nothing appears to me more terrible, than at ſuch 
Time to encounter with rugged, furrow'd Viſages 
or cold and faint Embraces of my fellow Slaves. 

This puts me upon a thouſand Inquietudes; 
makes me {wear to Contradictions; utter Lies and 
Blaſphemies which would turn the Dev7/ to a Saint 
for Fear. In a Word, I ſtumble at no Vice or Im- 
morality, which may promote the Cauſe I am en- 
gag'd in: And all this for the ſake of a fair Cha- 
rater at the Porte: Whilſt I'm cajoling my ſelf as 
well as others with a Perſuaſion, that *tis only on 
the Score of Honeſty, and to acquit iny ſelf a good 
Man. Thus I purſue a Blaſt, a Bubble, the Idea of 
Nothing, mere Vanity, and an empty Dream. And 
tis harder for me to ſhake off this Enchantment, 
than that of Love. 

Yet all this while I have not taken the Ferch 
Method to gain Honour. I never was guilty of Op- 
preſſion and Cruelty, nor bath'd my Hands in hu- 
man Blood. No V idoto or Orphan mourns for what 
I've taken from 'em. Nor do I ever dragoon any 
Body into Compliance with Reaſon. All the Parts 
I've acted in this Nature were defenſive ; Pure 
Efforts of Self-Preſervation ;z which, thou knowel,, 
is a Principle natural tc all Men, and even to the 
Worms of the Earth. Theſe little Reptiles, when 
they are trampled on, will turn again. And no- 
thing more do I, unleſs in the S an's Cauſe. 

This. puts me in mind of my Integrity; for! 
muſt tell thee my Virtues as well as my Vice. 
Neither Arabia nor all the Eaſt have ever brought 
forth a Man more true to his Truſt, than honell 
loyal Mahmut. 1 will for ever boaſt of this, in an 
Age ſo full of Treachery. This alone will car 


me ſa to Paradiſe, in ſpite of all the Mollabs. 55 


for the reit, they are only venial Sins, eaſily dropt 


off on the Bridge of Trial. And ſo long . | | 
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Body can ſay, I've betray'd my Maſter's Secrets, 
I'm ſafe as an Angel that is not oblig'd to ſtand Cen- 
tinel at the loweſt Poſt of Heaven: For there he's 
within Gun-ſhot of the Devil. 

Juſt as I drew my Pen from that Word, a ſud- 
den Noiſe in the Streets call'd me to the Window: 
Where turning my Eyes from the Earth to the 
Moon and Stars (for 'twas a very ſerene Sky) I 
obſerv'd a ſmall ſwift Cloud to glide along from 
Seuth to North, much in appearance like a Bale of 
Silk. It cleft the Element like a fly Arab Thief that 
ſwims for Booty on the River Tygris. Wond'ring 
at this, when all the Firmament was clear, and not 
another Cloud above the Horizon; I ſoon concluded, 

'twas the Chariot of ſome airy God, a Mercury or 
| Meſſenger ſent with ſpeedy News to the High 
Lords, Commanders of the Ar#ick Regions, to bid 
| 'em be upon their Guard, or ſome ſuch weighty 
Matter. Perhaps, thought I, a War is commenc'd 
between the Spirits of the Poles : Or, it may be, 
t King Solus has ſent a ſummons to the Northern 
Winds, being reſolved to play ſome Royal Pneu- 
matick Freaks upon the Sea. 
e In good earneſt it made me reflect on our Ig- 
„ norince of the Laws and Conſtitutions of the Ele- 


e ments. It put me in Mind of the Fogs and Miſts . 


nW which ſometimes envelop the Globe in Darkneſs; 
on purpole, for ought we know, to hinder us from 
ſeeing what is tranſacting at ſuch Seaſons in the 

IF higher Regions of the Air. The Spirits of thoſe 
5 WW ſerener Tracts may then be frolicking in viſible 
Forms, celebrating ſolemn Feſtivals, and kindling 
all the Meteors of the Upper Welkin, as natural 
Fireworks and Illumi nations, not fit for Mortals to 
behold, leſt we ſhould lern too much, and grow 
as Wile as they. However, it made me very con- 
templative, to ſee a ſingular ſolitary Cloud thus glide 

| along the Air: And I could have wiſl'd for Wings 
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to purſue its Motions, becauſe the Appearance was a 
net common. q 
Thou that haſt meaſur'd the whole Frame of Na- n 
ture, and taken the true Dimenſions of the World, it 
that haſt penetrated into the Secrets of the Elements, h 
and art always buſy'a in the moſt ſage and ſolid n 
Scrutinies; wilt ſmile at the Vanity of common m 
Mortals, ſuch as I, who when we are unintelligible 


to our ſelves, yet preſume to comprehend the R 
Ways of the Omnipotent, who is perfect in Know- 01 
ledge. be 
As for me, who have ftudied in the Academies, 80 
and read Ariſtotle, Avicen, Plotinus, Averroes, with hi 
other Philoſophers, I eſteem my ſelf ſtill but at the di 
Bottom of Plato's Cave, converſing with Shadows, & 
miſtaken in every Thing but the Idea of thy Sanctity lis 
and immenſe Wiſdom, which is imprinted on my Vi 
Soul, as thoſe which the Phi/o/2phers call Firſt Prin- 
ciples, becauſe they are Se/f-evident. tw 
I defign'd to have ſaid more to thee, but a ſud- E. 
den Indiſpoſition and extreme Faintneſs has taken er 


. away my Spirits. My Limbs tremble, my Head 3s 
giddy, my Heart fails me: In a Word, I ſeem like 
one between a Mortal and a G. 


Paris, 29th of the 8th Moor, 
of the Tear 1658. 
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LETTER XII. 
To Achmet Padiſhani Culligiz, Baſſa. 


HY Surname argues thee a Favourite at the 
Seraglio: And for that Reaſon, I know thou 
art accuitom'd to receive infinite Submiſſions and 
Flatteries : But I muſt be as blunt with thee, 281 
was with the new Muf7/, when I congratulated 1 


% 
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Acceſſion to the chief Patriarchate. I told that Prince 
of the Muſſulman Prelates, that I had no Encourage- 
ment to welcome him to a Dignity, which tho” in 
it ſelf ſacred and inviolable, yet could not ſecure 
him from the Perſecutions of popular Envy, any 
more than it did his Predeceſſor. And the ſame L 
muſt ſay to thee. 

Darniſh Mehemet, Baſſa, is fallen a Victim to the 
Rage of the Multitude ; and thou haſt got his Seat 
on the Bench. May'ſt thou enjoy it long, and never 
be Mob'd out of thy Honour and Life as he was. 
Some Years ago he forbad me to write any more to 
him. What his Reaſon was, I know not, neither 
did I ever enquire. However I obey'd his Injun- 
ction, being indifferent to whom I ſend my Intel- 
ligence, provided I do the Grand Seignior any Ser- 
vice: For to that End am I plac'd here. 

1 Baſſa, I ſhall now acquaint thee with 
two the moſt principal Points of News ſtirring in 
Europe. One is, the Election of Leopoldus Ignatius Ja- 
ſephus, King of Hungary and Bohemia, to the German 
Empire. They have |S canvaſſing this Buſineſs ö 
eleven Moons : And at laſt the Auſtrian Faction car- | 
ried it: This was done on the 8th of the 7th Moon : 
And he was ſolemnly Crown'd on the 22d of the 
ſame. This has heighten'd the Quarrel between the 
Duke of Bavaria, and the Prince Palatine. The latter 
was ſo far tranſported with Paſſion at the Diet of 
Franiford, that he threw a Standiſh of In at the Ba- 
v2arian Ambaſſador: Which is reſented as an Un- 
pardonable Affront: And the Duke is marching 
with an Army to revenge it, or demand Satisfa- 
ction. The EleQor of Ment has deny'd him Paſſage 
through his Principality. And they are all like to be 
embroil'd in a Civil War about it, This is no bad 
News for the Muſſulmans. 

But that which makes yet a greater Noiſe, is the 
Death of Oliver, the Protector of the Eng/iſþ Com- 
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monwealth; who, whilſt living, was the Terror of 
all Europe. The Superſtitious, and ſuch as regard 
Signs, ſay, This was preſag'd three Moons ago, when 
a great Whale, nine Times as long as a tall Man, 
was taken in a River of England, near the Capital 
City, forty Miles from the Sea. I know not whether 
theſe Kind of Obſervations are worthy of Credit, 
Yet it ſeems, the Annals of that Nation take no- 
tice, That the unuſual Appearance of a Whale fo 
far within Land, has always prognoſticated ſome 
mighty Change. Perhaps the Fate of illuſtrious Per- 
ſonages affects Nature with a more than ordinary 
Paſſion, puts the Elements into Diſorder, and in- 
ſpires the Brutes with Sympathy. 

Wie are aſſured, that on the Day of this Prince's 
Death, and at the very Hour of his Departure, there 
was ſo violent a Tempeſt of Wind, Rain, Hail, 
Thunder, and Lightning, as had never been known 
by any Man then alive in that Nation: Which ſome 
interpreted to his Diſhonour, as if he were a Magi- 
Clan, or at leaſt a very wicked Man; and that this 
Hurricane was rais'd by the Devils, who tranſport 
ed his Soul to Hell. Whilſt others affirm'd this 
mix'd Storm to be only the Sighs and Tears of Na- 
ture, the mournful Paſſions of the Guardian Spi- 
rits of Eng/and, for the Loſs of ſo great and fortu- 
nate a Hero; and that the very inanimate Beings 
condol'd his De th. As for me, I look on all thele 
Things as pure Accidents, the Effects of Chance. 
J have an equal Opinion of another Circumſtance, 
much obſerv'd both by his Enemies and Friends; 
That he died on the ſame Day, whereon he had 
formerly gain'd ſome notable Victories. The One 
deſcanting on this to his Reproach, the Other 
drawing from it Arguments of Honour. "Tis dit- 
ficult to ſay ary Thing of him without appearing 
partial. He had great Virtues, and no leis Vices. 


He was a valiant General, and wile . 
et 
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yet a Traitor to his Sovereign. As for Religion, tho' 
he profeſs'd himſelf a Zealot, yet 'tis thought he 


was as indifferent as other Princes; who for Rea- 


ſons of State, and to pleaſe their People, make a 
Shew of Piety, but in their Hearts adore no other 
God but Fortune and Victory. 

He was eſteem'd one of the greateſt Politicians of 
this Age; and none could match him but Mazarint. 
Yet I cannot but ſmile, when I call to Mind, how 
both theſe eminent Stateſmen were cheated this 
Year, by two or three Fugitives. 

A certain French Captain nam'd Gentilot, that had 
ſerved under the States of Holland in the Wars, and 
on that Account had often paſs'd through the Sea- 
Towns in Flanders, obſerv'd a Weakneſs in one Part 
of the Walls of O/tend, by which the Town might 
eaſily be ſurpriz'd. At his return to Paris, he ac- 
quainted Cardinal Mazarini with this; and gave 
him ſo great Encouragement, that the Cardinal re- 


ſolved to try ſome Stratagem in order to gain that 


important Place, without the Coſt and Hazards of a 
formal Siege. 


To this End he commands Gentilot to ſeek out 


ſome Perſons fit to be engag'd in the Plot ; Men of 
Reſolution, Conduct, and Secrecy, This Captain 
therefore knowing two or three Fugitives in Paris, 
who were forced to fly out of Flanders to ſave their 
Lives, having committed Murthers, and other Crimes 


| againft the Spauiſb Government, breaks the Buſineſs 


to them, promiſing Mountains of Gold, if they 
would aſſiſt in carrying it on. 

They ſeem'd to embrace his Propoſals with a- 
bundance of Readineſs, and were introduced into 


| the Cardinal's Cabinet; where that Miniſter being 


ſatisfied in their Characters, and the Offers they 


made to ſerve him in this Affair, ſeconded the Pro- 
miſes which Gentilot had made them, with many 
additional Encouragements. In a Word, they con- 


ſulted 
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ſulted together frequently; were late every Night 
in the Cardinal's Lodgings: And at laſt having ad- 
juſted all the neceſſary Meaſures that are to be ta- 
ken, the Fugitives were diſpatch'd away into En- 
gland, with Letters from Mazarini to Oliver, the Ex- 
gliſi Protector: Wherein he acquainted him with the 
Deſign, requiring the Aſſiſtance of ſome Enghſb 
Ships to tranſport Men into the Haven of O/tend. 

. Theſe Agents went accordingly, but with a Reſo- 
lution to put a Trick both on the Cardinal and the 
Protector; and by doing their Country ſo conſidera- 
ble a Service as the ſaving this Town, to merit a 
Repeal of the Sentence pronounc'd againſt 'em, that 
ſo they might return home in Peace, and enjoy their 
Eſtates and native Liberty. 

Oliver receiv'd 'em very kindly, and embraced 
the Motion with ſome Warmth. But upon fecond 


Thoughts, try'd to out-bribe Mazarini, and hire 


theſe Perſons for himſelf. O/tend was too ſweet a 
Bait in his Eye, to let it fall tamely into the 
Hands of the French, for want of a few larger Pro- 
miſes and Offers of Gold. Wherefore he ply'd theſe 
Agents briskly with all the effectual Oratory he could, 
to win 'em over to his own ſeparate Intereſt ; en- 
gaging to beſtow great Preferments on 'em in Ex- 
gland, with two hundred thouſand Sequins, as ſoon 
as the Buſineſs was accompliſhed. 

The three Flemings deſired no better Sport than 
thus to cajole two the ableſt Stateſmen in Europe. 
They poſſeſſed Oliver with an entire Belief of their 
ZGl and Fidelity in his Service: And it was agreed 
on between 'em, to hold Magarini in Play, and that 
Oliver ſhould ſend him an anſwer, refuſing to med- 
dle in an Intrigue which ſeem'd to carry ſo little 
Probability of Succeſs. 

From England theſe Agents paſſed over into Zea- 
{and, it having been ſo concluded before they part- 


ed from Cardinal Mazarini ; that ſo they . 
ther 
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there gain more Confederates, and lay all the neceſ- 


| fary Trains to bring this Intrigue to the deſired Iſ- 
ſue. But, inſtead of doing either the Protector or 


Cardinal Mazarini this Service, they went immedi- 
ately, and revealed the whole Secret to the Gover- 


nour of Flanders. 


He having duiy examined all Circumſtances, and 
being ſatisfied in the Truth of their Relations, and 
in their Loyalty to the King of Spain, commanded 
them to proceed in deluding both the French and 
the Engliſh, as long as they could, with fair Hopes 


| of accompliſhing their Aims: Whilſt he took Care 


to ſecure Ofend, and other Parts of Flanders, from 


all Attempts of this Nature. 


In fine, the Protector falling off again, being 
frighted by Cardinal Mazarini's Threats, who had 
aiſcover'e. his under-hand Dealing, theſe Agents 


applied themſelves cloſe to the French, who wers 


now made ſo much more eager, by O/iver's Deſign 
to interlope *em. They ſpun out the Iutrigue ſeve- 
ral Moons, brought the French King to ſign Articles 
and to paſs his Word for the Payment of near a 
Million of Gold; cajol'd his General in Flanders, and 


at one Time made him believe, "Twas his Intereſt to 


lie ſtill for fix Weeks together, when all the World 


expected he would purſue his Conqueſts in that Pro- 
| vince. At another Time, cauſed him to march wit! 


ſo much Precipitation, when the Ways were impe ie 


ble, that he was forc'd to leave moſt of his Car non, 
and a thouſand Waggons plunged in the deep R:ads, 
with the Loſs of three thouſand Men, who we: ei- 
| ther drown'd or ſtarv'd: And all this for the Sake © 
| gaining Ofend. When after all, they were not only 
| Cheated of their Hopes in that Point, but mc:* 
ſhamefully expoſed to the Deriſion and C-ntempt 
of all Europe. For Cardinal Mazarini repoſed in 
entire Confidence in the Fidelity of his Flem:// A.- 
Sent: So that whatſoever they propoſed as an 


Expe- 
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Expedient to compaſs the Deſign, was a Lay, 
Hence it was, that the French General in Flans:r; 
receiv'd expreſs Orders to embark Part of his Army 
on certain Veſſels that lay before Dunkirk, and, on a 
prefix'd Day, to ſail into the Haven of Oftend, 
there to land his Men, and take Poſſeſſion of the 
Town, in the Name of his Maſter: Being made to 
believe, That the Gates would be opened to him, 
and that the Spani/p Garriſon ſhould march out in 
his Sight. 

All this was carried on with ſo much Artifice 
and ſubtle Management, that when he entered the 
Haven with ten Veſſels, he thought himſelf ſecure 
of the Place: Yet no ſooner landed his Men to the 
Number of fifteen Hundred, but they thunder'd 
upon them ſach Vollies of great and {mall Shay 
from the Walls, that two hundred of them fell im- 
mediately, as many threw down their Arms, and 
the Citizens making a vigorous Sally, the reſt were 
either kill'd or taken Priſoners, he himſelf not eſcap- 
ing that Misfortune. 

By this thou may'ſt diſcern, how eaſy *tis for an 

Agent of any Prince to embarraſs his Maſter's At 


fairs: And, that a Publick Miniſter can never com- 


mit a greater or more dangerous Error than in be- 
ing too credulous. | 


Serene Baſſe, let not Mahmut's Name ſound har 


at the Porte, nor his Honour be traduc'd by Syc- 
phants; ſince his Loyalty is Proof againſt all Temp- 
tations; and this the Miniſters of the Divan know 
by twenty Vears Experience. 


Paris, 5th of the 10th Moon, 
of the Near 1658. 


LETF 
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LETTER XIII. 


70 Peſteli Hali, his Brother, Maſter of 
the Grand Seignior's Cuſtoms at Con- 
{tantinople. 


Have receiv'd a Diſpatch from our Couſin 7/7/. 
He has been in a Cold Region, within the Arctick 
Circle, but now is at Stoctholm in Sweden. The 
Parts he has viſited are the farthermoſt Tracts of our 
Continent to the North. They may be call'd, The 
e Territories of Night and Darkneſs; for they have 
but one Day in a whole Year. The Sun appears but 
Once above their Horizon, during his Annual Pro- 
. grels through the Zodiack : Yet he makes them 
d amends by the long continu'd Light he affords 
re them at that Seaſon: For that one Day is, without 
the Miracle of Faſbua, prolong'd the Space of four, 
hve, or ſix Myons, according to the proportionate 
Diſtance of each Country from the Pole. 

Lief relates ſtrange Things of thoſe dark Coun- 
| tries, and ſuch as ſeem almoſt to ſurpaſs Credit, 
were they not confirm'd by many grave and learned 
Writers. He ſays, that in ſome Parts of Norway no 
| Tree is to be ſeen, by Reaſon of the violent Force 
of the Winds, which blow down all before 'em, 
carrying away even the Roofs of Houſes, and ſcat- 
tering them at a great Diſtance. So that the Inha- 

bitants are forc'd to dwell in Dens and Caves, and 

burn the Bones of Fiſhes for want of better Fuel ; 
lince it is impoſſible for any Plant to grow in thoſe 
Parts, Neither can Men travel ſafely on Horles, 
or a Foot, at certain tempeſtuous Seaſons: For the 
Wind will either throw both Horſe and Man to the 
Ground, or catch 'em up into the Air. 


But 
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But when he deſcribes the horrible Coldneſs of 
theſe Regions, the very Idea of it is enough to 
make one quake. He ſays, Cold is an active Qua- 
lity, and reigns under the North Pole, as in its pro- 
per Kingdom or Center, from whence it darts its 
freezing Rays through the-Earth. Yet, others are 
of Opinion, that Cold is only a Privation of Heat, a 
bare paſjve Diſpoſition of the Elements; and there- 
fore more ſenſibly felt in thoſe Climates that are 
fartheſt from the warm Influence of the Sun, whoſe 
Beams give Life and Vigour to all Things. Be it 
how it will, its Effects are very remarkable in theſe 
Northern Regions. | 

All the Rivers, Lakes, and Seas there are frozen 
up during the Winter. Men, Horſes, Waggons, 
Coaches, and even whole Armies, paſs as common- 
ly over the Ice, as before Ships failed there, or as we 
travel o'er the firm Land. And laſt Winter, the Ba/- 
tick Sea was the Road of Ice, over which the King 
of Sweden march'd with his Army of Horſe and 
Foot into Zealand, to proſecute the War in thoſe 
Parts. They alſo raiſe ſtrong Forts of Snow, able to 
ſuſtain the Battery of Bullets, and Engines of War 
with all the Violence of the fierceſt Aſſaults. They 
build Carvanſera's on the frozen Seas and Lakes, for 
the Convenience of Travellers: and ſet up Branches 
of Firs or Juniper, as Marks to diſtinguiſh the 
Holes and Fiſſures of the Ice, from that which is 
ſolid and ſecure; for there are High-ways on thoſe 
congealed Waters ; and Officers appointed to ſurvey 
them, and take all neceſſary Orders for the Security 
of Travellers: And ſometimes they fight pitch'd 
Battles on the frozen Element. 

Our Kinſman alſo has made curious Remarks on 
the Triumphal O&4e/isks, and Funeral Monuments of 
ancient Hero's among the Goths and Swedes : For 
theie Nations boaſt of Giants and famous Warriors. 


Theſe Monuments tho' of Stone, and exquiſitely 
Maped, 


. ISS 
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ſhaped, yet were never cut by the Hand of Man, 
but are ſo many Splinters of Rocks and Moun. 
tains, torn from the main Body by the Violence 
of Earthquakes, Thunders or the like Motions of 
Nature, and falling down in the Forms of Pyra- 
mids, and other artificial Figures, were of old ſet 
up by the Graves of Giants, and other renowned 


Perſons. Having alſo Inſcriptions on them, ſignify- 


ing the particular Hers who there lies buried. Suck 
as theſe. 


7 Uffo, Fighting in Defence of my Country, 
with my 6wn Hand killd thirty-two Gi- 
ants; and at laſt being kill d by the Gi- 
ant Rolvo, my Body lies here. 


And, 


7 Ingolvas, that ſubdu'd all Oppreſſors, 
and Defended the Poor and Mea; Now 
grown Old, Poor and Weak my ſelf, yet 
having my Sword girt to my Thigh, am 
forc'd to yield to Death (who conquers all 
Things) and to go down to this Sepulcher, 
which I prepar'd for my laſs Retreat. 


It ſeems there are infinite Numbers of theſe 
Tombs all over the Deſarts, Mountains, and Vallies 
of the North; which is an Argument, that how- 
ever contemptible theſe People may ſeem to the True 
Believers ; yet they have not been wanting in va- 
liant Men and Heroes. Doubtleſs, God has diſ- 
pens'd his Virtues and Graces to Men of all Nations: 
He is not partial in his Gifts. We ought to praiſe 
him in the Beginning and End of all our Actions. 
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And if we contemplat 
of our Affairs, We ſh: 
is the Firſt and the Laſt of the 
the Center of ever) Thing. 

1 had not theſe Relations o 
out of the Hiſtorians themſelves, 
Countries : Yet | | 
Things, which are omitte 
Traveller is ſingular in 
Men have not the ſame Genius. 
of the Eaſt abounds with Rema 
common with other Writers. 

Brother, if I may adviſe thee, 


nothing by Imitation 3 
Senſe, and the peculiar Bent 


Univerſe, ſo he 
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e his Honour in the Middle 


U not do amiſs; ſince, as he 


And thy Journal 
rks which are not 


18 


it ſhall be, to do 


but purſue the DiRates 
of thy 


of thy own 
Soul. For whatever is forced and affected, is nau- 
ſeous. 
Paris, 19th of the 12th Moon, 
of the Tear 1657- 
LETTER XIV. 
To Leidl Alamanzi, 4 Merchant in 
| Venice. 
HE Kaimacham has informed me, that thou 
art appointed to ſucceed Adonia the Few in 
He has alſo acquainted me with other a 
; ave 
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Fes to ſerve th 
Faithful. Tho! ſome © 


neſt and loyal, yet 'tis better 


glad they- 
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of h 
the 
dext 
ourſ 
bove 
betr 
I 
ction 
Wh: 
and 
let x 
We 
One 
renc 


in d 


Vol. V. 2 S Y at Paris. 265 


Thou and I are Strangers to each other: But 'tis 


neceſſary for us to be ſpeedily acquainted, and hold 


a mutual Intimacy by Letters, that ſo we may ſerve 
our Great Maſter, without interfering or claſhing in 
our Intelligence. I have been here theſe twenty Years 
and made no falſe Steps in my Sovereign's Buſineſs, 
whatever I have done in my own: Yet have encoun- 
ter'd a thouſand Difficulties and Perils; ſuffered Im- 
priſonment many Moons in Paris for my Fidelity ; 
whilſt my Enemies at Conſtantinople perſecuted me 
as a Traitor and an Infidel. | 

Tis impoſſible to avoid theſe Croſſes, in the Courſe 
of human Life : they are natural as the Wind or 
the Rain. All that we can do is by a prudent and 
dextrous Management of Contingencies, to wind 
ourſelves out of Trouble as well as we can. And a- 
bove all, rather to be our own Executioners, than 
betray the leaſt Secret committed to us. 

I queſtion not, but thou haft had the ſame Inſtru- 
ctions given thee by the Miniſters of the happy Porte. 
What I fay, is only to confirm thee in thy Fidelity 
and Care. Write to me with the ſame Frankneſs, and 
let nothing make thee reſerv'd to thy Fellow Slave. 
Weare both Followers of the Prophet : We worſhip 
One God after the ſame Manner, and equally reve- 
rence the A/coran. We ſerve one Matter; and tho® 
in different Stations, yet let our Affections and In- 
tereſts be united as Friends. Let no little narrow 
Paſſions or Emulations corrupt our Integrity, nor 
teach us to unman ourſelves. ' 

I know not thy Original, whether thou art of 
Mahometan or Chriſtian Parents. *I'would be very 
obliging to ſend me a ſhort Hiſtory of thy Life, and 
how thou learnedft the 7/a/ian Tongue: For with- 


out that, I judge they would not have ſent thee into 
hat Country. 


As for me, I am an Arabian by Birth, brought up 


in the Seraglio, from thence ſent to Sea, there taken 
Captive 


| 
| 
: 
| 
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Captive by the Chriſtians, ſold in Sicily, where I un- 
derwent a tedious Servitude, yet at length gain'd my 
Freedom: and having paſs'd thro' various Fortunes, 
at laſt was {ent hither, to obſerve the Secret C cunſels 
of the Chriſtians; eſpecially of this Court. 

I now grow Old, having ſeen near fifty Years; 
yet, tho' the Strength of my Body fails, I feel not 
the leaſt Decay in my Zeal for the Myſſulman 
 Fzigh, or my Maſter's Service, I am ſtill Mahmut 
the Loyal Slave of the Porte; and thy Friend, fo 
long as thou art ſo to thy ſelf. 


Paris, 3eth of the 1/7 Moon, 
e the ar 1659. 


erect — — — 1 
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LETTER 


XV. 
To the Kaimacham. 


T rejoices me to hear, that Adona:'s Place 1s ſup- 
plied by a My//ulman, in whom the /ub/ime Porte, 
may put more Confidence, than in any of the Fezvifþ 
Race. "Twill be Encouragement to the true Faithful, 
and a Precedent of good Import. For no Nation loves 
to ſee their Prince beſtow Offices of Truſt on Stran- 
gers, when his own People are as capable of Employ- 
ment as they. Tis generally taken as an Affront, 
and Contempt of their Abilities or their Virtue, and 
has often produced ill Conſequences. | 
I deny not, but there are many honeſt and wiſe 
Men among the Hebrews, Perſons of Merit and Ho- 
Nour, from whence the Sultan receives no {mall Ser. 
vices, but this ought not to diminiſh the Reputation 
of thoſe who are of the ſame Faith with their Sove- 
reign. Doubtleſs Arabia and Turkey are not barren 
of good Soldiers, prudent Stateſmen, and dextrous 
Miniſters, 


T know 
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I know not the Character of Zeidi Alamanzi, 
whether he be a natural born Turk, a tributary Son 
of a Chriſtian, or a voluntary Renegado. However 
the Choice that is made of him convinces me, that 
tne unerring Divan eſteem him a Man fit for the Bu- 
ſineſs committed to his Charge. 

He ought to be perfectly skilled in Lalian, or at 
leaſt in ſome other Language of the Næzarenes; that 
ſo he may paſs the better unſuſpected among the 
People where he reſides, who are more jealous of 
Strangers, than any other Nation in Europe. "Tis a 
Crime thought worthy of Impriſonment, tor a Vexc- 
tian to converſe with a Foreigner too frequently, and 
in private: For they are afraid, leſt by that means 
a dangerous Correſpondence ſhould be eſtabliſh'd 
betwixt ſome ill - affected Subjects of that Common- 
wealth ard its Enemies: Whereby their Secrets may 
be betray'd, and Meaſures taken to ruin 'em. 

For this Reaſon alſo they have forbid //? Hair 
or Perukes to be worn by any in their Dominions, 
leſt this might ſerve as a Diſguiſe for Villains and 
Traitors. Yet nothing more common in France and 
other Countries of Europe, than for Men to wear 
on'their Heads, Ornaments of Womens Hair, in- 
ſead of their own. 

As to Religion, I believe they will not much trou- 
ble him, being no Zealots themſelves. And provided 


he does but profeſs himſelf a Chriſtian and a Catho- 


lick, they'll make no farther Inquiſition. 

The Italians in general are much like the antient 
Romans in their Humour: Men of grave Aſpe& and 
Carriage, and much more compoſed in both than 
the French, who appear ridiculous through the Le- 
vity of their Diſcourſe and Actions. The former 
abound in ſage Precepts of Morality, and politick 
Aphoriſms, which ſerve as a Rule whereby to ſquare 
the Courſe of their Lives: The latter only affect 
ſome flaſhy Improvements of Wit and Converſation, 

N 2 ſtudy- 
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ſtudy ing rather how to pleaſe Women than Men; 
<oveting to be perfect in external Accompliſhments, 
and the Graces of the Body, whilſt they ſlight the 
more valuable Endowments of the Mind. In a word, 
they are mere Apes and Mimicks, On the contrary, 
the Italians are Men of an awful and majeſtick Beha- 
viour, ſolid Judgment, and deep Reach. If you ſee 
them ſmile, you ſhall ſeldom or never hear 'em laugh: 
Whereas the Motion of a Feather will ſet the French 
a braying like Aﬀes. Theſe will contract a warm 
Friendſhip with any Man at firſt Interview, heighten 
it with a thouſand Compliments, make him their 
Confeſſor and unboſom all their Secrets. Yet a ſe- 


cond Encounter ſhall extinguiſh this Paſſion, and a 


third ſhall revive it again: Whereas thoſe are cau- 
tious and ſlow in the Choice of their Friends; and 
when once that Knot is diſſolv'd, tis never to be 
faſten'd there again: They are irreconcilcable in their 
Hatred and Revenge. 

But there are Men to be except*d in both Nations, 
who fall not under theſe general Qharacters. France 
affords many wiſe and learned Perſons; and Jah 
not a few Fools and Idiots. Virtues and Vices are 
ſtrangely mix'd in all People. War, Commerce and 
Travel, with other human Occurrences, alter Men's 
natural Diſpoſitions, and give the Lye to the exacteſt 
Obſervations that can be made. Beſides, Time changes 
all things ; and the Qualities which this Age remarks 
in the Halians, may in the Next be transferr'd to the 
French. For there is no Conſtancy in any thing un- 
der the Moon. 

Zeidi will find great Examples of Frugality among 
the Venctians, in the neceliary Expences of their 
Perſons and Families; yet abundance of Magnifi- 
Cence in whatever relates to the Publick, which 
the Subjects of that Commonwealth ſerve with open 
Purſes and free Hearts. 


Indeed 
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Indeed they are not ſo remarkable for their Tem- 
perance, as ſome other Parts of Italy. Libertiniſm 
and Voluptuouſneſs reign uncontroul'd in Venice. 
Women and Wine are there almoſt as common as 
the Elements. Yet 'tis obſerv'd, that Strangers gene- 
rally debauch more with both than the Natives. God 
preſerve Zeidi from their Temptations. 

If it be his Fortune or Duty to viſit Padua, he 
ought not to make too long an Abode in that Neſt 
of Philoſophers and Phyſicians, leſt they firſt anato- 
mize his Soul, and diſcover the Secrets of his Com- 
miſſion, and then turn his Body to a Skeleton; as they 
once ſerv'd a Moor, whom they diſſected alive, to 
make Experiment, perhaps, whether a Mahometan's 
Blood circulated the ſame Way as a Chriſtian's. 

Thoſe Italian Phyſicians are very cruel, and think 
it no Sin to try Poiſons, and other fatal Tricks on the 
Poor, that ſo they may be the better able to keep the 
Rich on the Rack at their Pleaſure, and make their 
Market of them. 

I know not Zeidi's appointed Station, or what Ci- 
ties he is to ſee ; But where-ever he goes, *twill be 
neceſſary for him to uſe abundance of Caution ; for 
the Italian, are the cloſeſt, flyeſt and moſt judicious 
People in the World. 

But I forget that he is choſen by the Divan for 
this Employment, to whom the Characters of all 
Nations are known, and who penetrates into the 
moſt interior Receſſes of Men's Spirits. 

Therefore I ly my Hand upon my Mouth in pro- 
found Submiſſion, and acquieſce to my Superiors : 
Still praying, that the Grand Seignior may have faith- 
ful and wiſe Miniſters at Home, and no Novices for 
his Agents Abroad. 


Paris, 3d of the 2d Moon, 
eff the Tear 1659. 


N 3 LET- 
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To William Voſpel, a Recluſe of Auſtria. 


Here is a Street in Paris, which they call the 

Street of Hell. The Reaſon of this Name is 
ſaid to be, becauſe at one End of it there formerly 
ſtood an old Houſe poſleſs'd by Devils; who were 
ſo troubleſome, that, as the Records of Paris affirm, 
an Edict of Parliament was paſſed, to remove all the 
' Inhabitants out of their Houſes in that Street, and 
Mut up the Entrance with a Wall. Since which, 
theſe Demons were expell'd by the Carthufians, who 
built a Monaſtery in the Place. If this Story be true, 
it redounds much to the Reputation of that Order, 
and of all your Monafticks in general, who by your 
Exorciſms are able to ſubdue the infernal Spirits. 
But I have heard ſo many filly Tales of Houſes be- 


ang haunted by GH, and Hobgobblins, that I know | 


mot how to give Credit to this. | 

Beſides, when I conſider the Nature of incorpo» 
geal Beings, it ſeems ridiculous to think that they 
can take Delight to play the Articks, to frighten 
poor Mortals; or confine themſelves to an old 
Fuin'd Caſtle (for ſuch was this Houſe) for the Sake 
of a little Sport; when according to the ancient 
Philoſophers, every incorporeal Being is far more ex- 
cellent than the moſt perfect Body, and can be every 
eobere: Neither are they at any Time Ji preſent 
In Bodies, but only by Propenſion or Habit are in- 
elin'd to them: And this they mean of living Bo- 
dies, What Charm then can there be in an old rot- 
ten Fabrick of Stone and Vood, to allure and detain 
immaterial Subſtances. 

Certainly the Nature of theſe ſeparate ESences is 
very remote from all compounded Beings. I have becn 
often at a Loſs, in contemplating the Soul of Man. 
Sometimes it ſeems no otherwiſe diſtinguiſh'd 1 * 
| | e 
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the Souls of Brutes than by being united to a Body of 
different Organs; which cauſes us to ſhew mote 
evident Tokens of Reaſon than they, in the Faculty 
of Diſcourie, and in our Actions. Yet when I confi- 
der more attentively the Operations of our Mind and 
Intellect, I cannot but conclude, there is a vaſt Di- 
ſtinction between our Souls and thoſe of the Beaſts. I 
have with Pleaſure obſerv'd the Excellency of human 
Intelle& in Madmen and Dreamers; who being come 
to themſelves, (as we uſually tay) relate many Things 
of which they were before ignorant, and compre- 
hend Things ſurpaſſing their former Imaginations. 

It appears therefore more rational to me, That 
the Soul is every where and no where, as the Ancients 
ſay, than that it 1s ſhut up and impriſon'd in the 
Body, as a wild Beaſt in his Den, or Liquor in a Glaſs. 
However by an ineffable Production of itſelf, it 
is preſent in every Part of the Body, as the Light of 
the Sun is diffus'd through the Air, and can as ſoon 
withdraw itſelf as that Light, when interrupted by a 
Cloud. In a Word, I conceive the Soul tobe a ve 
Free Agent, and that it is here and there and eve 
where. It united itſelf to the Body by its own Choice, 
and can retire again from it at Pleaſure. 

One, cloſely purſu'd, Act of Contemplation, will 


at any Time carry thee or me to the Inviſbles, 
whenever we go reſolutely about it. 


Paris, 1½ of the 4th Moon, 
of the Near 1659. 


* 


LETTER XVII. 
To the Venerable Ibrahim Cadileſquer of Romeli. 


Here has not a Year eſcap'd, fince my arrival 
| at Paris, wherein I did not fend to the Mi. 
Piiters of the ever Jappy and exalted Porte, conſtant 


Intel- 


272 LETTERS Writ by Vol. V. 


Intelligence of Battles, Sieges, Storming of Towns, 
and ſuch other Occurrences of War, as happen'd be- 
tween the Kingdoms of France and Spain. But now 
I believe. my future Diſpatches muſt contain other 
Matters. For, in all appearance, this War, which 
has laſted four and twenty Mears, is in a fair Way 
to be ended. The King of Spain grows weary of 
his continual Loſſes in Italy, Flanders, and Catalo- 
nia: And he of France ſeems glutted with perpe- 
tual Victories and Conqueſts. In a Word, theſe 
two potent Monarchs laying aſide their Quarrels, are 


making diligent Preparations this Year for a Cham- 


paign of Friendſhip and Love. 

They are both in Arms, yet commit no Acts of 
Hoſtility. Whilſt Cardinal Mazarini, on the Part of 
this Crown, and Dom Louis d' Haro de Guſman, Firſ: 
Miniſter of Spain, are gone to meet each other on 
the Frontiers of both Kingdoms, as Plenipotentiaries 
for their reſpective Maſters, to concert the Meaſures 
of a laſting Peace, and treat of a Marriage between 


the King of France, and the Infanta of Spain. 


All Europe is amaz'd at this ſurprizing Change. 
And the French and Spaniards, who border on each 
other, can hardly believe their own Senſes, whilſt 
they find a mutual Commerce reſtor'd between their 
Frontier Towns and Villages, which had been inter- 
rupted ever ſince the Year 1635, about ſixteen 
Moons before I came to this City. 

But, tho? they are thus diſpos'd to Peace here in 
the Wet, the Northern Monarchs are puſhing the 
War forward in Sweden, Denmark, and Poland, with 
all imaginable Vigour and Animoſity. The com- 
ing over of the Elector of Brandenburg to the Da- 
iſh Intereſt has made a great Alteration in their 
Affairs. For, whereas Fortune ſeem'd before in alt 
Things to favour the Swedes; now. they loſe 
Ground, and find their Attempts unſucceſsful. 
Four thouſand of their Men fell before the Ou 

Q- 
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»f Copenhagen, in three Nights and two Days; 
Which caus'd King Gu/tavus to raiſe the Siege. 
Whilſt the Duke of Brandenburgh retook Frederich/- 
ede, and thereby reſtor'd to the King of Denmark 
the Provinces of Holſteix, Futland, and Ditmar (en. 

The Hollanders alſo have had a Combat with the 
Swedes at Sea, and ſunk Fourteen of their beſt Ships: 
Beſides. what they burnt and took. 

Theſe Events have ftirr'd up ſeveral Princes to 
mediate a Peace. And 'tis not improbable, but in 
a little Time we may fee all the Chri/tians good 
Friends: And then *twill be Time for the Maul- 
mans to he upon their Guard. 

As for Mahmut, he will not fail to pry into the 
Counſels of theſe Infidels, and ſend timely Notices 
to the Porte; leaving the reſt to the Wiſdom of his 
Superiors, and the Pleaſure of Deſtiny. 


Faris, 290th of the 6th Moon, 
of the Nar 1659. 


— — 


LETTER XVIII. 
20 Muſa Abu'l Yahyan, Alfaqui, Pro- 
feſſor of Theology at Fez. 


HE Character which the great and illuſtrious 

Abdel Melec Muli Omar, Preſident of Preftdents, 
Grace and Ornament of ancient Learning, Oracle of 
Africa, and Reſtorer of obſolete Truth, has given me 
of thy profound Wiſdom and Science, fills me with 
Reverence and ſacred Love. I am raviſhed with. 
Wonder and Joy to hear, that in this Age, where- 
in the Mu/4/man Theology has ſuffer'd ſo many In- 
novations, there yet ſurvives a Man who dares, and 
is able to aſſert againſt all Oppoſers, not only the 
Primitive and Original Truth, brought down from 
Heaven by the Hand of Gabriel, but alſo the 2 

| an 
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and indubitable Sayings, Sermons, Counſels, and Ac- 
tions of the Prophet, whilit he was on Earth, con- 
verſing with Mortals, before his Tranſmigration to 
the Gardens of eternal Repoſe and Solitude. Thou 
art the Enoch, the Herres Triſmegi/tus of the Age. 

I have ſeen many Copies of the Zune, or the Book 
ef Doctrine; each pretending to comprize the whole 
2 of that divine Philoſophy and Wiſdom, which 

ropt from the Lips of our incomparable and moſt 
holy Lazgiver, and were atteſted by his Wife, the 
holy Ageſba, Mother of the Faithful, and by his Ten 
Diſciples. Yet all theſe various Tranſcripts differ 
both in their Senſe and Manner of Expreſſions. | 

I have peruſed the Books entituled Dabif, or In- 
perfect, which contain the Memoirs of his other 
Wives; and the Manuſcripts called Maucaf, or Frag- 
ments : Being only a Collection of ſome ſelect Sen- 
tences, Aphoriſms and Parables of the Sent of God. 
But theſe have no Authority to back 'em, fave 
the Credit of ſome learned Scribes, who were not 
familiar with the Divine Favourite, only living in his 
Time and taking Things on Report. 

In fine, I have met with ſeveral Parchments of 
Zaguini, or pretended Traditions of 4% Becre,Omar, 
and Othman ; but theſe I eſteem as Spurious, Cor- 
rupted, and full of Errors. 

What ſhall I ſay ? The Zeal of Omar Ebn Abdi il. 
Aziz,.the Ninth Calipk of the Tribe of Merwan, is 
not unknown to me. I am no Stranger to his fins 
gulor Piety, not. to be match'd among Crowned 
Heads: For, of him it is recorded, That as he 
deſcended from the Throne at the Time of his Iau- 
guration, he gave the Robe from his Back, as an 
Alms to a poor Man : And, that during his whole 
Reign, he ſpent but two Piaſters a Day on himſell. 
And ſo great was his Reſignation. to Deſtiny, (an 
admirable Virtue in a Sovereign Emperor) that when 


he was on his Bed in his laſt Sickneſs, and. was 
; coun- 
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counſel'd to take Phyſick, he anſwer'd, No; If 1 
tere ſure to heal my ſelf only by reaching my Finger 
to my Ear, I would not: For the Place to which Tam 
going, is Full of Health and Bliſs. 

This Caliph was a Miracle of Humility, and his 
Charity always kept him Poor: Moftema Ebn Abdiil 
Melec relates, that going to viſit Omar on his Death- 
bed, he found him lying on a Couch of Palm-leaves, 
with three or four Skins inſtead of a Pillow, his 
Garments on, and a foul Shirt underneath. Seeing 
this, Moſtema was griev'd, and turning to his Siſter 
Phatema the Empreſs, he ſaid, how comes it to paſs 
that the Great Lord, Commander of the Faithful, ap- 
pears in ſo ſqualid a Condition ? She reply'd, as thou 
lic eſt, he has given away all that be had, even to the 
very Bed that was under him, to the Poor, and only 
reſerved what thou ſect, to cover his Nakedneſs. Then 
Moſtema could not refrain, but burſt forth into Tears, 
laying, God ſhew thee Mercy upon Mercy, thou Royal 
Saint: Fr thoa haſt pierced our Hearts with the Fear 
of his Divine Majeſty. This Caliph was numbered 
among the Saints. 

He it was, that perceiving the Contradiction, 
and Diſputes of the Mu//u/mans, the Darkneſs and 
Confuſion in the various Copies of the Zune, or 
Book of Doctrine, aſſembled a General Divan of Mol- 
iahs and learned Men at Damaſcus from all Parts 
of the Empire : Commanding that all the Manu- 
ſcripts of the Zune, which were extant, ſhould be 
brought into this Aſſembly, on Pain of Death to 
him that ſhould detain one. This being done, he 
commanded Six of them to be choſen out of the 
whole Number, by Vote ; Men eminent for Learn- 
ing and Piety; and that theſe Six ſhould ſeve- 
rally collect, out of all the Multitude of Copies, 
each Man a Book, containing what he thought to 
be the moſt genuine Diſcourſes of the Prophet, con- 
cerning this World, and that which is to come. 

I When 
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When this was executed according to his Will, he 
commanded all the old Books to be burn'd, in a 
Field near Damaſcus. 

Yet after all the re/igiozs Care of this holy Caliph, 
to reſtore thele Writings to their primitive . 
the My//ulmans ſoon fell into new Contentions, about 
the Sen/e and Interpretation of theſe cor rect Copies of 
the Zune. From whence ſprang the Four Cardinal 
Sects, on which all the innumerable, leſſer, and latter 
Diviſions among True Believers are founded. 

I cannot therefore but inwardly rejoyce, and 
from my Heart highly applaud the Method taken 
by thoſe of your renowned College, to diſcern the 
True Doctrines and Sayings of the Holy Prophet, from 
thoſe which are ſuppoſititious, by comparing all the 
Books that are extant together, and reducing Matters 
of Divine Revelation to the Analogy of the 4/coran; 
Thoſe of Philoſophy and Moral Regards,to the Stand- 
ard of Experience and Reaſon; for it is impious to 
believe, that the Divine Apeſile would impoſe any 
Thing on our Faith, repugnant to the Senſe of Men, 
or the expreſs Will of Heaven. By the Soul of Py- 
thagoras Mahomet ſaid nothing but what was rational, 
and evident to any unprejudic'd Mind. But the 
greateſt Part of theſe Sectaries are beſotted. They 
form to themſelves falſe Notions of God and his Pro- 
phet, and think to merit Paradiſe by their Stupidity. 

Reverend Alfaqui, I have much more to ſay to 
thee, and many Queſtions to ask; but Time and 
the Grand Seigniar's Service force me to conclude 
_ abruptly, wiſhing thee Perfection of Bliſs. 


Paris, 2915 of the 6th Moon of gaTLy, | 
the Year, 1659, according to V ag ee 
the Chriſtian ye. 23 . 
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The End of the Fifth Book. 
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